International Religious Freedom Roundtable Nigeria
Monday, January 28, 2019
To the Candidates for President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria
We are leaders that represent diverse religious, ethnic, and geographic backgrounds. We write to you today to
encourage you to support the constitutional religious freedom rights of every Nigerian and to guarantee the
highest international standards for our upcoming elections.
As you know, Nigerians are a deeply and diversely religious people. And as you are perhaps uniquely aware, our
upcoming elections are important. Our history includes local traditional governance, colonialism, military rule, and
democracy. Sadly, our elections often feature increased violence among communities.
This violence causes people to be put in fear, harmed, or even killed, and as this happens their most fundamental
rights are taken away. As this violence has not just fallen on political fault lines, but ethnic and religious ones as
well, cultural rights and religious freedom rights can be grievously harmed. Because often ethnic and religious
identities are more deeply felt than political identity, this can cause even more harm than in other countries.
That is one reason we come together as diverse leaders who stand for people from many tribes and faiths on
January 10th 2019. We know each of us, and our communities, most fundamental rights are at risk, and that by
working together as citizen leaders, we can appeal to the best in Nigerians. We are inspired by the first-ever
Ministerial to Advance Religious Freedom held in Washington DC, USA in 2018, and the ways that multi-faith actors
were able to come together mutually calling for every individual’s rights to be honored. We stand together in that
spirit. We pledge to continue working together and to call our communities and fellow leaders to the same spirit.
We do that now because we are greatly concerned that without significant action in Nigeria, violence that impacts
religious and cultural fault lines is a significant risk. Especially true, since our last general election was the first
peaceful transfer of power at the presidential level from one political party to another.
The Nigerian economy and population are the largest in Africa. The breadth of natural and cultural resources
produced in it, from oil outputs to Nollywood films, made many world leaders understand the importance of our
last general election. They stood by our country calling on the main parties and candidates to commit to free, fair,
peaceful, and credible elections. We join that call at this election. We are grateful that all the candidates have
signed an agreement committing themselves to peaceful and fair outcomes, but we think more could be done.
1) Commit their offices to advance religious freedom for each citizen as a constitutional right and consistent
with international law, such as Article 18 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
2) Publicly and repeatedly commit their parties through written, video, and public statements to their
supporters and constituencies that they support free, fair, peaceful, and credible elections
3) Publicly and repeatedly commit their parties and have their fellow candidates adhere to electoral
regulations and international best practices
4) Ask political parties to shun and publicly denounce vote buying and condemn it in its entirety
5) Ensure that parties commit to support peace before, during, and after the election
6) To produce programs that are issue-based and desist from personality attacks and character assination
We think that these actions by our leaders and those of our friends and allies could make a significant difference for
the religious freedom of our nation and for an election marked by justice rather than violence.
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