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PRESS RELEASE
ADC-ICT EXPRESSES ITS DEEP REGRET AT THE LACK OF GENDER
REPRESENTATION ON THE LIST OF NOMINATIONS FOR JUDGES AT
THE UN INTERNATIONAL RESIDUAL MECHANISM FOR
CRIMINAL TRIBUNALS
THE HAGUE – The United Nations General Assembly has issued a list1 of solely male
candidates for the election of judges to the UN International Residual Mechanism for
Criminal Tribunals (IRMCT).
The current composition of the roster of judges at the IRMCT already lacks an
appropriate gender representation, having predominately male judges with only five
women out of 22 judges on the Bench. The list of nominations includes 11 candidates,
none of whom are women. The ADC-ICT expresses its deep regret at this practice and
calls upon the General Assembly to start the nomination process anew.
Although the nominations are presented by individual States, the UN General Assembly
should ensure that the list of candidates is gender representative. The General Assembly
has previously issued resolutions calling for gender equality including “expressing
serious concern that the urgent goal of 50/50 gender balance in the United Nations
system, especially at the senior levels… remains unmet”,2 yet it continues to condone
such practices, even at the highest level within the General Assembly.
The current President of the UN General Assembly, María Fernanda Espinosa Garcés,
stated that one of her priorities was gender equality and acknowledged the
“transformative value that women bring from the boardrooms to peace processes”.3 It is
clear that although the General Assembly may share the President’s vision for gender
equality, it fails to demonstrate this in the current election of the IRMCT judges.
The ADC-ICT calls upon the UN General Assembly to recommence the nomination
process and encourage States to nominate women to the list of candidates for election
as judges to the IRMCT.
The Association of Defence Counsel practising before the International Courts and
Tribunals (ADC-ICT) is an independent professional association which represents all
defence counsel practicing the IRMCT. The ADC-ICT works to promote and protect the
interests of defence counsel and their clients and ensure the proper function of defence
is respected in proceedings before international courts and tribunals. Further information
is available at: www.adc-ict.org
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