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  INTRODUCTION 

My beloved father, Nazir Ahmad Ayaz, passed away on July 3, 2016. He was a loving husband to my mother, 
Farhat Ayaz, my mentor and friend, and a wonderful grandfather of three. He was a dedicated servant of faith and 
the President of the NY Jamaat for almost 35 years. After his death, while checking his computer files, I came 
across an autobiography that he had started writing approximately two years prior to his death, when there was a 
possibility that the Queens Jamaat was going to be split into smaller sections. However, the jamaat continued to 
remain whole under his leadership until the day he took his final breath. 
He had decided to write about his years as president and titled it ‘An Era Comes to an End,” which I found to be 
quite well suited for his 35 years of service. His autobiography covers over three decades of the history of the NY 
jamaat and mentions many members who are no longer with us. They were the pioneers of our jamaat and their 
sacrifices, contributions and legacy continue to remain with us. May we learn from them and continue striving in 
Allah’s cause, ameen. 

–Asmaa Ayaz - July - 2018

Nazir Ayaz 
in front of old Bait uz Zafar 

86-71 Palo Alto Street, Holliswood, New York 11423
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OVER 36 YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE NY MUSLIM COMMUNITY, FROM IMPLEMENTING 
WEEKLY YOUTH EDUCATION CLASSES TO HOSTING COMMUNITY SYMPOSIUMS FOR LOCAL 

LEADERS 

Nazir Ahmad Ayaz was born on May 23, 1947 in Tanga, Tanzania. Nazir Ayaz was first elected to the office of 
President in 1981 and continued to serve as president until the day he passed, a monumental 35 years. He was 
also a member of the International Ahmadiyya Centenary Committee appointed by the late Khalifa of Islam, His 
Holiness Mirza Tahir Ahmad. The late Khalifa remarked about Ayaz, “I am happy to say that in my opinion you 
are an exemplary President of the [Chapter] out of all the U.S.A. [Chapters] by the grace of Allah. I pray that may 
Allah enable you to maintain that distinction always." 

Nazir Ayaz oversaw instrumental developments in New York City’s Ahmadiyya Muslim chapter. In 1996, Ayaz 
helped facilitate the expansion of Ahmadiyya Muslim chapters in the NYC Metro area from one to three. In 2005, 
he then helped the community expand to Long Island. He managed the transition from a mosque in a small house 
to the great mosque that is now present at the corner of 188th and McLaughlin. 

Under his leadership, the New York chapter was among the first to pioneer (in 1985) a weekly Sunday school for 
local Muslim youth - a school program that runs to this day. He also started a basketball tournament to encourage 
fitness and brotherhood amongst the community’s young men, which has grown into an annual event featuring 
dozens teams from around the nation and world. 

Nazir Ayaz worked closely with Humanity First USA, to raise funds and establish programs in impoverished 
countries around the world. He was particularly focused on funding cancer research in his home country of 
Tanzania. 

Through his involvement with the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community, he was a staple in meeting with other faith and 
community leaders and eager to offer the mosque as a meeting point. President of Queens, New York community, 
Nazir Ahmad Ayaz, passed away in Manhattan, NY on July 3, 2016, at the age of 69. From God we are and to 
God we return. 

Nazir Ayaz is survived by his wife Farhat, daughter Asmaa, and three grandchildren, along with numerous 
members of his extended family in the United States, England and Pakistan. Funeral prayer was held at the Baituz 
Zafr Mosque at 188-15 McLaughlin Ave, Queens, NY on July 4th, 2016. 

“Nazir Ayaz was a role model for thousands of people. His humble nature touched everyone. He made sure to 
remain behind the scenes while actively involving as many people to enhance their skills and empower them,” 
said Nasim Rehmatullah, Senior Vice President Ahmadiyya Muslim Community USA. “We have the utmost 
respect for him and He will be greatly missed by friends, family, and our community.” 

Ref: Press Release Ahmadiyya Muslim Community USA July 3, 2016 - Salaam Bhatti 

ABOUT NAZIR AYAZ 

(  05-23-1947 -  07-03-2016 ) 
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October 4th, 2015 – Bait uz Zafar 

2016 – Bait uz Zafar 
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Visit to the Ghana Consulate in New York on August 10th 2015. 
To extend the Jamaat’s welcome message to the newly appointed Ghana UN Representative; 

Madam Martha Ama Akyaa Pobee 

Ref: BZ Envoy: September, 2015. VOLUME 30, ISSUE IX 
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  WHEN DID YOU BECOME  PRESIDENT? 

It’s been quite long. I became president of the NY Jamaat in 1981. 

  THIS MAKES IT OVER THREE DECADES. ARE YOU THE LONGEST SERVING PRESIDENT IN    USA? 

Currently it may be the longest term, but there have been presidents in the past who have served over 30 
years. 

  HOW MANY MEMBERS WERE THERE WHEN YOU TOOK   OVER? 

About 75 in all of NY and CT. 

  WHAT WAS YOUR FIRST MAJOR TASK AS PRESIDENT? 

When I became president, we had a mission house in Brooklyn at Union Street off Eastern Parkway. Our 
members who used to come for Juma prayers or Sunday meetings used to get mugged, so the Mubligh at that 
time, Masoud Jhelumi Sahib received directives from the Vakil-ul-Ala, Mirza Mubarak Ahmad Sahib to sell the 
place at the earliest and so we sold it. Saleem Nasir Sahib helped greatly in this task. 

Soon after this task, I helped at the Jalsa Salana USA at a college in Wayne, New Jersey with Attaulla Kaleem 
Sahib. Attaulla Kaleem Sahib was the Amir and Missionary Incharge and Dr. Eshan Zafar Sahib was officer Jalsa 
Salana and we worked under his guidance. It was Iqbal Ahmad Sahib and myself who did most of the work with 
attendance of about 325 members. 

  HOW MANY JAMAATS WERE THERE IN USA AT THE EARLY YEARS OF YOUR PRESIDENCY? 

Early in 1980, there was one Jamaat of New York and New Jersey and then Brother Mohammad Sadiq became 
the president of New Jersey and Brother Umar Ibrahim became the president of the New York Jamaat. On the 
East Coast, there were Jamaats in Boston, Pittsburg, Philadelphia and Washington. In the Midwest there was 
Chicago, Dayton and St. Louis and no Jamaats in the south or west. New York Jamaat covered the entire New 
York State as well as Connecticut. 

We used to say Juma prayers at the Shaheen Sweets in Jackson Heights, Queens. Juma prayers were usually led 
by Saleem Sahib and Salim Nasir Sahib and jamaat meetings were held mostly in a public school in Flushing 
Queens 

  WHEN DID YOU ACQUIRE THE OLD  BAIT-UL-ZAFAR? 

It was during the time of Amir and Missionary Incharge Sheikh Mubarak Ahmad Sahib. The national property 
secretary was Mir Daud Ahmad sahib. We purchased a small school located in Queens at 86-71 Palo Alto street, 
Holliswood, New York. It was at that time, the most expensive real estate property that the Jamaat had 
purchased. The price was $450,000. We did most of the renovation through Waqre Amal. Indeed one name 
can’t be forgotten, Mahmood Ahmad Sahib, who used to live in New Jersey at the time and used to travel to 

AUTOBIOGRAPHY 
AS WRITTEN BY NAZIR AYAZ 
BETWEEN 2014 –  2016. 

AFTER SELLING THE PROPERTY IN BROOKLYN, WHERE DID MEMBERS MEET FOR JUMA AND JAMAAT ACTIVITIES? 
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this site daily. He worked continuously for two months renovating the mosque and making it functional for 
prayer and meetings. There were many other dedicated volunteers, many of whom are now residing in Canada. 

Soon after Hazrat Khalifatul Masih IV (RM) became Khalifa he announced the five mosque project for USA and 
that included New York. He wanted each project to be at least over 5-acre land but gave a wavier to New York 
as it difficult to find such a land in the vicinity of the city. 

Before the purchase of the Bait-ul-Zafar, there was a Mosque committee established during the Khalifat of the 
third Khalifa which was for the tri state Mosque project for New York, New Jersey and Connecticut. The 
committee reviewed over sixty locations and then came to the conclusion that one mosque for the entire tri 
state is not practical. So New Jersey started looking for a site in that state and we found a place in Queens 
which was in 1985. Hazoor named the Mosque Bait-ul- Zafar. In a response to my letter to Hazoor as to why not 
call it a Mosque, Hazoor beautifully explained this and I have included a few lines below of his response: 

“The New York Mission House has been named Baitul Zafar; one reason being that the word “Bait: conveys far 
wider meanings than the word “Mosque.” “Bait” is and can be used for an ordinary house as well as for a 
worshipping place. But “Masjid” is used only for a worshipping place. Because our Mission Houses are used both 
for worship and for other purposes, therefore I was rather reluctant to call it a Mosque” and have chosen a 
name which covers all the meanings and is all-inclusive” (Khalifa tul Messih IV RM, 1985). Soon after we 
purchased this new place, Mubalugh Inamul Haq Kauser Sahib moved from Philadelphia to New York. 

WHY DIDN’T NY HAVE A  MUBALUGH FOR SO MANY  YEARS? 

When I came to USA, Masoud Jhelumi sahib was the resident mubalugh here, but unfortunately, he had a heart 
bypass surgery and went back to Pakistan. For a short time, we had Ibrahim Jamune Sahib who was the 
mubalugh in Dayton. Then came Major Abdul Hamid Sahib. 

After that there is a long period in which no Mubalugh was stationed in New York until later in 1985 when 
Inamul Haq Kauser Sahib came to New York. After Kauser sahib, Mukhtar Cheema Sahib was stationed in New 
York and later Daud Hanif Sahib came to New York. Daud Sahib became missionary in charge and was 
transferred to the headquarters in Maryland and Kauser Sahib again returned to New York. Currently we have 
Naib Amir Daud Hanif Sahib as our Mubalugh in New York. 

  DID THE SHURAS IN USA START SOON AFTER YOU TOOK   OVER? 

Yes, I attended the first Shura in USA under the chairmanship of Attaulla Kaleem Sahib which was held in 
Pittsburg, PA. Dr. Khalil Nasir Sahib, a former Mubalugh in charge of USA, was one of the delegates and another 
one was Dr. Aziz ur Rehman currently residing in Albany. Since then I have attended all shuras except on two 
occasions. 

  JALSA SALANA IN NEW  YORK 

Jalsa Salana in USA used to take place at universities and members used to stay in the dormitories during 
summer vacations. The food was served out of the university cafeterias. 

When Sheikh Mubarak Ahmad Sahib took over as Amir of USA, he wanted to bring about the changes to 
traditional ways, especially as food should be served from Langar Khana, and that the jamaat shouldn’t pay for 
the costly food from the university’s cafeterias. 
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When M.M. Ahmad Sahib became the Amir, a landmark decision was made to hold the Jalsa in New York where 
Langar Khana will be established to provide food during the Jalsas. Also, this was the first time that Langar 
Khana was held under Marquees providing the tradition atmosphere. 

This was my first experience as the officer Jalsa Salana and knowingly that I had attended only one Jalsa in my 
life time in Rabwah, and that was the first Jalsa Salana of the fourth Khilafat. 

This Jalsa was held in New York in 1993 and 1994 at the CW Post and New York Institute of Technology. Dr. 
Salahuddin was an instrumental figure in running the Langar Khana and making this historical Jalsa a success. 

Jalsa Salanas in USA used to rotate in various cities of America such as St. Louis, New Jersey and Detroit and 
after New York it remained in Maryland for many years. 

  AHMADIYYA CENTENNIAL CELEBRATIONS 

Hazrat Khalifatul Masih IV (RM) formed a committee to come up with plans to celebrate the worldwide 
Ahmadiyya Jamaat’s 100 years in 1989. I was one of the members of this committee co-chaired by Vakil-ul-Ala, 
Chaudhry Hamidullah Sahib and M.M Ahmad Sahib. The other members were Maulana Sheikh Mubarak Ahmad 
Sahib, Mobasher Ahmad sahib, now the Mubligh of the West coast. It was indeed a great privilege to be a 
member of this committee and work with great leaders of the Jamaat. 

During the world-wide celebrations, Ahmadiya Jamaat New York produced a souvenir with historical facts of 
the local Jamaat. It was edited by late Atfab Bismil Sahib. 

Hazrat Khalifatul Masih IV in his first few years of Khilafat directed me to form the USA chapter of Ahmadiyya 
IAAAE. At one of the Jalsa Salanas, I called the meeting of members of the Jamaat with Engineering, 
Computers and Architect professions and held elections for the office bearers of this chapter. It was Mahmud 
Ahmad Sahib, now residing in Georgia elected as the president of the organization. 

I also assisted in introduction of Computers at the worldwide head offices in Rabwah, Pakistan. I had few 
meetings with Hazoor, Khalifatul Masih IV on the introduction of computers at various offices in Rabwah. I short 
listed IBM and NEC and at the time it was very difficult to get hold of an appropriate expertise in Pakistan. 
Hazoor in his second day of the speech at the last Jalsa Salana in Rabwah (1983) , mentioned my name and the 
efforts being put to computerize our records and later on, local expertise took over the task of 
computerization. 

  KHALIFA RABI R. M’S EARLY FRIDAY’S SERMONS FROM   LONDON 

We were fortunate to receive Khalifa Rabi (R.M) Friday’s Sermons from London. When Hazoor arrived from 
Pakistan, we could obtain Khalifa Rabi (R.M) Friday Sermon every Friday live, but later down the line we could 
not cope with expense. Each Khutba used to cost us around $60.00 in telephone charges. In those days, the 
telephone company used to charge peak day time charges, approximately $1/min. I must appreciate Tariq 
Hamid for taking on this task with interest and delivering it every Friday and also taking care of the funds. 

  COMPUTERIZATION OF JAMAAT RECORDS 

We claim that we were the first in the world to have a computerized jamaat tajneed and Chanda records of 
New York Jamaat. It was back in the early 1980’s when we bought a personal computer with floppy disks and it 

CONVENER FOR SETUP IAAAE (INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF AHMADI ARCHITECTS AND ENGINEERS) 
CHAPTER IN USA 
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cost us $1800 after the discounted price. There were no Microsoft windows at that time and we used Dbase as 
the database for our purpose. 

As far as I know, the late Mustafa Sabbath of Canada started keeping Tajneed on his computer at work. Later, 
we moved to newer generations of software and computers until the time when the national system came to 
being. 

  INFLUX OF ASYLUM SEEKERS FOR  CANADA 

Early in the1980’s, we received many Ahmadies from Pakistan who wanted to travel to Canada to apply for 
political asylum. Most travelled to Toronto and others went to Montreal and few to Calgary. Our social 
secretary of that time Salaam Jamil Sahib was devoted 100% of his time to help these new comers to make 
their onward journey to Canada. At that time, Canada’s laws for asylum were relaxed while USA were much 
restricted. 

  SUMMER CAMPS 

New York Jamaat is unique in this situation in USA to hold summer camps for the last 30 plus years though the 
format and focus has changed over the years. When I came to this country, there were few camps held at the 
residence of Dr. Eshan Zafar Sahib, currently the Amir of USA. After the purchase of Baituz Zafar in 1985, every 
year for one week girls would attend and one week boys would attend. Amir Attaulla Kaleem Sahib used to 
teach many of the classes. The students would stay overnight at the mosque and there was an elaborate sports 
program for the participants. 

The late Chaudhry Nasir Sahib and Col. Fazal Ahmad Sahib have the honor of being the principal of these camps 
over the years and now for a long time, Abdul Hadi Nasir Sahib has been heading the project. These weekly 
camps have now been shortened to three days within classroom settings. The attendance in these camps have 
always been the highest in the USA. 

  OUTDOOR FIELD TRIPS 

The idea came about when Hazoor Khalifa Rabi (R.M) sent some youths for a trip to Norway and I discussed this 
with M.M. Ahmad Sahib, then Amir USA and he graciously allowed it and partially funded it. The trips were 
weekend long for youths, separate for young men and young women. 

The trip usually included hiking and sightseeing and in the evenings, there were discussion sessions with the 
Mubligh Daud Hanif Sahib who used to accompany the youth groups along with myself. Also, Sadr Lajna would 
also talk to the girls. We continued these exciting trips for several years and now ceased such activities due to 
a lack of interest among the new generation as well as administration. 

  JAMAAT NEWSLETTER 

It has been over 26 years or so that the New York Jamaat delivered its newsletter every month without fail. 
There was only one month that we failed to deliver it in 26 years and that was because one of the members 
threw the bag thinking it was garbage because we used black garbage bags for mailing. 

During the first few years, we used dot matrix printer and only the newsletter was printed in English. Later, we 
added Urdu, which was hand written. Some of the English section editors I can think of were the Late Br Latif 
Noorud Din who was also at one time the financial secretary of New York Jamaat. 

Among others were Huma Riffat, Bilal and Saira Nayyar and now currently Shoeb Abul Kalam. The Urdu section 
was edited by Dr. Salahudin, Mubarak Jamil Sahib, and Mubarak Qazi sahib. It was Dr. Karim Sharif who 
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introduced the electronic version of the newsletter and now currently we have Rashidah Momin Hamid Sahibah. 
The first to edit the newsletter was the Late Bismil Sahib. 

  JAMAAT CALENDAR 

New York Jamaat had the honor to come up with the first 12 page color Jamaat calendar in the world. We 
started off with one page, then 4 pages with three months on each page, and now for over some 20 years, have 
produced colorful calendars with a new theme each year. The calendar used to carry advertisements to offset 
the cost, but later in the years did away with ads. 

For years, it has been Abdul Hadi Nasir Sahib whose arduous work and dedication has enabled us to come up 
with a beautiful and colorful calendar year after year. It was the late Bashrat Mirza Sahib who helped us with 
low cost expense in printing and Naseer Sheikh has headed the marketing of the calendar assisted by New York 
Jamaat's publication secretary Shoeb Abul Kalam. There were several who helped us to design the calendar. 

  KHALIFA RABI'S VISITS TO NEW  YORK 

Khalifa Rabi (R.M) visited New York four times during 1980’s and 1990's. During his first visit, Khalifa Rabi (R.M) 
stayed at house near the Mosque belonging to Ijaz Malik Sahib. During his second visit, he stayed in the same 
house, but ownership had changed to Mr. Munir. The third visit, Khalifa Rabi (R.M) stayed at the residence of 
Rashid Alladin Sahib. 

The fourth time, Hazoor landed at JFK and headed for Canada by car with an overnight stay at a hotel in the 
town of Liberty on route 17. New York Jamaat members received Khalifa Rabi (R.M) at the airport along with 
the Canadian team and escorted him to Liberty and from there, the members from Rochester Jamaat took over 
and saw Khalifa Rabi (R.M) off to the border. 

During the second visit, Khalifa Rabi (R.M) entered USA from Canada and stopped over in Rochester to perform 
the opening ceremony at the mosque and delivered a lecture in Albany on his way to New York. Before arriving 
at his destination, Khalifa Rabi (R.M) stopped over at the North Jersey mission house. 

Khalifa Rabi (R.M) said once that how can he come to America and not visit New York. 

During his last visit to New York, Khalifa Rabi (R.M) expressed his vision to have a larger Mosque in the New 
York area. We worked over ten years to fulfill Khalifa Rabi (R.M) desire. Khalifa Rabi (R.M) is not with us, but 
his vision has been fulfilled. 

  KHALIFA RABI (R.M) LETTER EXPRESSING HIS  PLEASURE 

At the end of his first trip, Khalifa Rabi (R.M) wrote to me a beautiful letter expressing his pleasure in the 
following words: 

I am happy to say that in my opinion you are an exemplary president of the Jamaat out of all the USA Jamaats 
by the grace of Allah, I pray that may Allah enable you to maintain that distinction always. 
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During Khalifa Rabi (R.M) last visit to New York, Khalifa Rabi (R.M) delivered his Kuthba Juma and in that 
Hazoor expressed his displeasure during the reception when Khalifa Rabi (R.M) said there weren’t proper 
Pardah observing Ahmadi Ladies in the reception. 

  PURCHASE OF THE NEW BAIT UZ  ZAFAR 

All those involved reckon it was a divinely inspired project and without that it would not have been possible to 
purchase it. 

Around the late 1990's was when the first thought came to our minds to start looking for a larger premise and 
for this matter, a Mosque committee was established with Nasir Butt Sahib as the chair person. 

The project took a serious turn when A member contributed a handsome amount of over S100,000 and soon 
after another member contributed over $50,000 or so. We saw many properties and in some cases, came so 
close to purchase that some felt sad when the negotiations fell through. 

Our public relation secretary Asad Bajwa was approached by one of his contact that the Jewish temple not far 
from the current property, is to be put on sale. We met the president of the temple and showed our interest in 
the property. The temple board of directors were invited to the current location for a dinner and came to 
know our members and were impressed to find out that Ahmadiyya Muslims were peace loving entity and were 
willing to move forward with the purchase. 

However, the board decided to call upon a professional consultant to put the sale price for the property and it 
turned out too expensive for us, over eight million dollars. The temple found a Buyer but contract fell through 
and that again was in our view, a divinely action in our favor. 

We negotiated the price to $6.5 million dollars and started the process of purchase. We had enough money 
collected that was required for the down payment at the contract. However, before we got to that stage 
another hurdle was in our way. The membership of the temple had to vote and it was to be decided by two- 
third majority and this itself was a big drawback for us. 

Anyway, as l said before, there was divine help coming our way at every step and we moved forward. A lawyer 
in the Philidelphia area who was familiar with our Jamaat in Israel came to the hearing along with his daughter 
who both spoke to the congregation in our favor and that was not all. A letter from the Mayor of Haifa, Israel 
was delivered by his personal representative who also spoke to the congregation and a few questions were 
raised that were answered by Imam Inamul Kauser Sahib. Ahmad Mubarak Sahib also put in a comment and 
there were few comments from the membership against the sale to us. The office holders were in our favor 
and eventually the vote went in our favor. 

Soon after the contract, another party took the temple to court and the sale was delayed due to the pending 
decision by the court which was to either sell the property to us or the other party. This was blessings in our 
favor giving us more time to raise the funds. 

The court decided in our favor and the sale went through with 6 payments to be paid over three years. We 
raised over five million dollars most of it coming from the New York metro area. The Marqaz chipped in to 
cover the shortfall. 

This property at the time of purchase was the most expensive real estate that Jamaat USA had purchased. 

Jamaat Members went out of the way to raise funds for the purchase of the property, including Dr. Ahmad 
Chaudhry, Laeeq Bajwa, Abdul Gafoor, Dr. Laeeq Ahmad and many more dedicated members. 
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Due to commercial real estate slump, we did not get much for our old property, just about one million dollars. 

Abdul Gafoor Sahib dedicated his days and nights towards the collection of funds for the mosque. The other 
person who played a key role was Asad Bajwa. As far as we know, no one else has raised such a large amount 
on their own in USA. 

I must say this purchase would not have been possible if the persistent support from Amir Eshan Zafar was not 
forthcoming. He took much criticism on the sale of this property and came to our full support. May Allah bless 
him always. 

The membership spent hundreds and thousands of dollars in renovating the property which is ongoing process. 
The New York Jamaat did not ask the Markaz for most of the renovations carried out at this property. 

During the last visit of Hazoor, Khalifa Rabi (R.M) he mentioned desire to have a larger center in New York, 
though he is not there with us, but his vision for New York has been fulfilled, Alhumdolilah. 

  REGISTRATION OF HUMANITY FIRST AT  U.N 

In the 1980’s just before the Ahmadiyya centennial celebrations of 1989, the Late Aftab Sahib, then the Amir 
of UK, visited New York and expressed Khalifa Rabi (R.M) desire to register Humanity First with U. N’s Social 
and economic agency, known as ESCOC. He told me that I should liaison with U.N and start working on this 
project immediately. It took almost a good ten years to get there and obtain membership. 

There is one person who was a great instrument in helping me to achieve this goal and that was Bilal Hye. 
There were about 57 countries who needed to vote for the approval and on the first vote, on the objection of 
one country, it was put on hold but thanks to the Almighty we removed the objection satisfactorily and 
obtained the membership. 

  TRANSLATION OF HOLY QURAN IN GREEK  LANGUAGE: 

Dr. Azizur Rehaman, then a member of New York Jamaat financially supported the translation and printing of 
the Quran with Greek translation. His wife of Greek origin, Sister Alia played a key role on the translation of 
the work. 

  MASROOR INTERNATIONAL SPORTS TOURNAMENT (MIST) 

We started basketball tournaments for Ahmadi youth back in early 2000's with the first one held at the Chelsea 
piers in Manhattan with 8 team’s participating. Later in the years, the teams increased and we also added 
soccer. We began having international participation from Canada, Germany, UK, Belgium and Holland in 
addition to the regional and local teams from USA. The tournament was given name Masroor International 
Sports tournament and I let the Kudam ul Ahmadiyya take the lead in organizing it. This Tournament was 
completely taken over by MKA USA. 
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  HOW DID YOU MANAGE TO RUN ONE OF THE LARGEST JAMAAT IN USA? 

It was entirely with Allah’s blessings and the talented team and down to earth membership. 

  PERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS 

I had the opportunity to work under five Amir Jamaat USA, starting with Ataullah Kaleem Sahib, followed by Mir 
Mahmood Sahib and then Sheikh Mubarak Ahmad Sahib. Later down the years, came M.M. Ahmad Sahib and 
currently Dr. Eshan Ullah Zafar Sahib. I have some good memories from the time of each of the Amir Jamaat. 
They all possessed unique characteristics as Amir and it was indeed a great privilege and honor working under 
each one of them. 

When I became president, the general secretary was the late Karim Naeem Sahib, father of Naib Amir Monum 
Naeem Sahib and father in law of Rafi Ahmad, general secretary Brooklyn Jamaat and the financial secretary 
was Saleem Ahmad Sahib. Later, Rafi Ahmad took over as general secretary and Hadi Nasir Sahib came in as the 
Tarbiyat secretary. 

More members were added to the Amila over the years. Among those who made a profound impact were the 
Late Mohammad Rafiq sahib, father of Dr. Shahid Ahmad, president Brooklyn Jamaat, Late Aftab Bismil sahib, 
Khalil ur Rehman sahib, Late Brother Umer Ibrahim Sahib who was previously president of the Jamaat Zinda 
Bajwa sahib who later joined the national Amila of USA, Rizwan Alladin who later became Sadr Kudam ul 
Ahmadiyya USA, Salaam Jamil, Saleh Nasir, Iqbal Ahmad, Ismail Nayyar, Ali Murtaza, and Waheed Rushdi Sahib. 
In addition, there was Moeenud Saleem, Ghulam Rabbie Ahmad, Sheikh Naseer Ahmad, Bashir Sheikh, Salaudin, 
Karim Sharif, Mahmood Ahmad, Rizwan Akbar, Chaudhry Hafeez and Furhan Ahmad and perhaps others whose 
names may have slipped my mind. 

Currently, l have had the honor of working with Ahmad Chaudhry, Abdul Gafoor, Abdul Hadi Nasir, Ahmad 
Mubarak. Nasir Butta, Mahmood Mohammad, Tahir Sheikh, Shoeb Abdul Kalam, Naeem Sharif, Mohammad 
Ahmad Chaudhry, Rashid Ahmad, Fassasi Sunusi, Zulfikhar Sikder, Asad Bajwa Nasir Ahmad, Shazad Latif and 
hope I did not miss anyone’s name. 

Among Zaim Ansarullah, Saleem Nasir, Saleem Ahmad, Mohammad Sharif, Mubarak Jamil, Iqbal Ahmad, 
Mohmmad Ahmad Chaudhry and Mahmood Butta. 

Among Qaid Kudam ul Ahmadivya, Bashir Sheikh, Rafi Ahmad, Zafar Malik, Waheed Rushdi, Ghayur Manaan, 
Tahir Hameed, Mudsar Jamil, Tariq Hameed, Rizwan Alladin, Saeed Chaudhry, Ghulam Rabbie, Asad Bajwa and 
Rana Abu Bakr. 

Among Sadr Lajnas, Ruxana Nasir, Zakia Mahmood, Bushra Butt, Furkhanda Ahmad and Asifa Mahmood. 

All the above were inspiring and there was team spirit and dedication to exceed in their noble cause of serving 
Ahmadiyyat. 

Yes, I will not lie, there were times when had to face people of temperamental nature and that caused some 
distress and friction at times, but as this was the service to my faith, I never took it personally, but avoided 
conflicts and knowing their nature and kept a distance. 
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  ONGOING PROJECTS: 

Almost a year and a half later, many projects that my father had started have been carried out and completed, 
Alhumdolilah. The New York Jamaat now has a beautiful guest house which was under renovation when my 
father passed away, but is now fully functional and accommodates many guests throughout the year, thanks to 
the efforts of Ghafoor Sahib and Asad Bajwa. Also the New parking lot project of Bait uz Zafar was completed, 
Alhamdolillah. 

Few days before he passed away, On June 29th, 2016, He visited library of University Club with his friend Ijaz 
Malik Sahib and asked the librarian If we could donate The Holy Quran and some other Jamaat books like 
Philosophy of the Teachings of Islam. Ijaz Malik Sahib later fulfilled his wish after he passed away, 
alhamdolillah. After that meeting he rushed to meet The President Of General Assembly at the UN so he could 
arrange an invite for Hazoor to deliver a speech. 

My father was an active and dedicated member of Humanity First. As the head of missions for Tanzania, he set 
up an elementary school, sent mammogram equipment to hospitals, provided training for nurses, and set up a 
sewing school for girls. His last project was to set up a clinic and Alhumdolilah, through the hard work of 
Sahibzada Walid Ahmad who is now the head of Tanzania missions and Attiya Malik, the assistant, this project 
is ongoing.

My father’s memoir provides three decades of history of the NY Jamaat. It is through the sacrifices and 
dedication of these pioneers that our generation is able to benefit from the gardens of their fruit, but there is 
still much work to be done. We must continue to sew these seeds for generations to come and work with the 
same passion and vigor as those before us, may Allah enable us to carry on their efforts, Ameen. 

-- Asmaa Ayaz 
 07/2018
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Namaz-e-Janaza Ghaib led by Hazrat Mirza Masroor Ahmad Head of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community after 
Friday Prayers at Baitul Futuh Mosque, Surrey on July 29th, 2016. 

After the prayers, Huzoor led three namaz-e-janaza in absentia of Evon Bernaan Sahib, Syed Nadir Sayeedain 
Sahib and Nazir Ahmad Ayaz Sahib (President of New York Jama'at). Inna Lillahi Wa Inna Ilaihi Raji'un. 

Hazoor said: The third funeral is of Mr. Nazir Ahmed Ayaz Sahib, who was the sadar of the New York Jamat in 
the USA. He passed away on the 3rd of July, 2016 at the age of 69 years old. To him we belong and to him we 
should return. 

He was born on 23rd of May, 1947 in Tanzania. He moved to New York in 1977 and started actively taking part 
in jamat events. Initially he served as the finance secretary and then served as president of New York Jamat 
for 35 years. He would visit each salat center across New York, on a monthly basis with a local missionary. He 
would regularly part take part in financial schemes and voluntary contributions. 

He would remind his community members on a regular basis by emails and letters encouraging them to 
sacrifice more. He would work for the community with great passion and concern. He would train the youth. 
Often it happens that in charge does not train the next line of workers but he had the special quality that He 
would train the youth and in doing so prepare the next batch of youth who would serve the jamat. At the 
mosque or the centers, he would organize games for the young girls and boys and he would set up certain 
schemes which would grasp he attention, so that children do not deviate of track. 

He would organize weekly educational classes for the man and women. These are still going on under the name 
of the Tahir Academy. He was the director of Humanity First for New York and worked very hard for it. He 
would complete every task, even though He was the sadar jamat. If the center needed cleaning, He would do it 
himself and He would throw away any garbage out on his own. He was regular in his 5 daily prayers, the 
deceased was a moosi and is buried in New York. He is survived by his wife and only daughter Asmaa Ayaz. May 
God Almighty forgive the deceased and shower his mercy on him and raise his status. 

Hazrat Khalīfatul Masīh IV, once said to him that He is a true example of a sadar in the USA and he prayed that 
it always remain as such. May Allah the almighty, enable more people to emerge in his footsteps. He served as 
sadar of a local jamat for 35 years and he served with great sincerity. 

Amir Sahib and Naib Amir Sahib, USA have also written that he served with great humility and would help more 
than anyone in administrative matters. He would also help in the capacity of an ordinary worker not just when 
he would be in charge. 

Nevertheless, May Allah almighty grant all of them the lofty status and forgive them, As mentioned earlier 
after the prayers I'll do their funerals. 

FRIDAY SERMON - 07-29-2016 - REMARKS BY HAZOOR - HIS HOLINESS MIRZA MASROOR AHMAD (ABA) 
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Hadhrat Mirza Masroor Ahmad 
Khalifatul Masih V(aba) 
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  JAMAAT PHOTOS FROM NAZIR AYAZ’S PERSONAL  COLLECTION 

Collection of some of the Jamaat photos from Nazir Ayaz’s personal collection. 

March 1993 – Meeting with Bosnian president 

March 1993 – Manhattan Dinner with Bosnian President, Mukhtar Cheema Sahib, Ismaeel Nayyar, Abdul 
Majid Pracha, Naseem Bajwa, Zinda Bajwa, Nazir Ayaz, Ijaz Malik. 
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September 1983 

March 1991 
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June, 1992 – Dr. Mohammad Abdus Salam at Tahir Class with Nazir Ayaz and Abdul hadi Nasir Sahib
First Pakistani and Only Ahmadi Muslim to get Nobel prize.

Ref: D. Mohammad Abdus Salam shared the 1979 Nobel Prize in Physics with Sheldon Glashow and 
Steven Weinberg for his contributions to the theory of the unified weak and electromagnetic 
interaction between elementary particles, including, inter alia, the prediction of the weak neutral 
current. 

To date only 2 Pakistani's have received Nobel prize. Malala Yousafzai being the second pakistani to get 
noble prize.  The 2014 Nobel Peace Prize was jointly given to Kailash Satyarthi and Yousafzai, "for 
their struggle against the suppression of children and young people and for the right of all children to 
education"

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abdus_Salam 
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With Chaudhry Sir Muhammad Zafarullah Khan 

Ref: Pakistani jurist and diplomat who served as the first Foreign Minister of Pakistan and the first Asian and 
the only Pakistani to preside over the UN General Assembly and the International Court of Justice 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muhammad_Zafarullah_Khan 
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Nazir Ayaz with Hafiz Saleh Muhammad Alladin, Jalsa Qadian 

Ref: Famous Indian Ahmadi Muslim astronomer 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saleh_Muhammad_Alladin 
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Bait ud Dua, Qadian 

Bahishti Maqbara Qadian 
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   Hadhrat Hafiz Mirza Nasir Ahmad - Khalifatul Masih III(aba) in London 

July 1992 
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Hadhrat Mirza Tahir Ahmad, Khalifatul Masih IV(aba) Sheikh Mubarak Sahib, Nazir Ayaz, Rafi 
Ahmed, Dr Aziz ur rehman, Sheikh Bashir and other Members of NY Jamaat 

Group pic 1983 Hazoor’s visit to NY 
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July 1989 Hazoor’s visit to NY 

US Canada Border 

27



June 1991 Hazoor’s visit to NY 
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June 1991 Hazoor’s visit to NY 
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October 1994 Hazoor’s visit to NY 
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October 1994 Hazoor’s visit to NY 

Group pic with 
Hadhrat Mirza Tahir Ahmad, Khalifatul Masih IV(aba) 

Mukhtar cheema Sahib, Nazir Ayaz, Naseem Bajwa, Ali Murtaza, Saleem Ahmad, Mukhtar Ahmad, 
Dr. Salaahuddin, Rafi Ahmed, Nasir Ahmed, Hadi Nasir Sahib , Abdul Ghafoor Sahib, Zinda Bajw 
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NY Jamaat Nazir Ayaz, Imam Inam ul Huq kauser Sahib, and Mukhtar Cheema Sahib 

Nazir Ayaz with Boston president, Abid Haneef Sahib 
(Father of Maulana Azhar Haneef Sahib) 
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Missionary-In-Charge USA 
Maulana Ataullah Kaleem Sahib 

Nazir Ayaz and Imam Inam ul Huq kauser Sahib 
with Queens borough president 

Mukhtar Cheema Sahib 
Brother Muzaffar Ahmad Zafar Sahib 

Naib Amir USA 1990's 
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November 1996 with guest 
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Nazir Ayaz with Michael Bloomberg 
Mayor of New York City 

Nazir Ayaz with Raymond Kelly 
Police Commissioner of New York City 
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Hadhrat Mirza Masroor Ahmad Khalifatul Masih V(aba) - US Jalsa - 2010 

Hadhrat Mirza Masroor Ahmad Khalifatul Masih V(aba) 
Sir Iftikhar Ahmad Ayaz KBE OBE PhD (Older brother Nazir Ayaz) and Nazir Ayaz 

Ref: To date, only 2 Jamaat members have been honored with the title of “Sir”, 
Chaudhry Sir Muhammad Zafarullah Khan 

and Sir Iftikhar Ahmad Ayaz. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iftikhar_A._Ayaz 
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  EXCERPTS FROM BAIT UZ ZAFAR ENVOY NEWSLETTERS 2008 -    2016 

Nazir Ayaz established, Bait-uz-Zafar Envoy, a monthly newsletter of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community of New 
York. Prior digital downloads are available at www.baituzzafar.com 
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Complete digital download available at www.nazirayaz.com 

. 

EXCERPTS FROM "HISTORICAL FACTS OF NY JAMAAT - SOUVENIR PUBLICATION" PRESENTED 
BY AHMADIYYA MOVEMENT IN ISLAM, NEW YORK JAMAAT AT AHMADIYYA CENTENNIAL 
CELEBRATIONS 1889 –  1989 

138

http://www.nazirayaz.com/


139



140



141



142



143



144



145



146



147



148



149



150



151



152



153



154



155



156



157



158



159



160



161



162



163



164



165



166



167



168



169



170



171



172



173



174



175



176



E book can be downloaded for free at 

www.baituzzafar.com 
www.nazirayaz.com 

Print copies can be ordered by emailing info@baituzzafar.com 
All proceeds go to Ayaz Clinic Fund. 

AN ERA COMES TO AN  END 
AN AUTOBIOGRAPHY WRITTEN BY NAZR AYAZ SAHIB - 2014 -  2016 
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www.baituzzafar.com 
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www.nazirayaz.com 
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Basketball Court at Bait uz Zafar 
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Bait-uz-Zafar 
188-15 McLaughlin Ave - Hollis, NY 11423

Tel: 718 479-3345 
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www.nazirayaz.com

With help of family and friends NY Jamaat has collected over 50K in funds to help start the project. 

Project is currently managed by Humanity First under the guidance of our beloved Hazoor. (ABA)
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