In the name of Allah, the Gracious, the Merciful

BAIT-UZ-ZAFAR

ENVOY
“We seek to build ties of friendship with non-Ahmadis and
non-Muslims. We strive for interfaith dialogue. We value and
cherish our neighbors. We are ever ready to help those who
are in need." - Hazrat Mirza Masroor Ahmad (atba)

August 2019

Queens Chapter News
Eid Mubarak!
The Queens Chapter Celebrates Together
On August 11th, 2019, the Bait-uz-Zafar
Mosque was jam packed, with men, women, and
children to celebrate Eid-ul-Adha. The day began
bright and early with a sermon reminding us that
while this Eid is a joyous occasion, at its root it is
about the ultimate sacrifice: our willingness to
sacrifice to Allah. Of course, during Hazrat
Abraham’s (as) time the test was to see if he was
willing to sacrifice his son, Hazrat Ismail (as). Hazrat
Ismail (as) obliged, knowing it was a commandment
from Allah. However, this was just a test, and in the
end Allah had commanded Hazrat Abraham’s (as) to
sacrifice a lamb instead. Nonetheless in the modern
era we sacrifice animals and distribute the meat to
the needy, yet this act is useless if we don’t have
taqwa (righteousness). We must remind ourselves
everyday of our responsibilities and obligations as
Ahmadi Muslims. Sacrifice in the modern era is
about sacrificing our time, our wealth, and our
children for the perpetuation of our faith. It is only
then we can cleanse our soul!
After the sermon, Imam Mahmood Kauser
Sahib wished everyone Eid Mubarak, and reminded
us it was customary to greet one 3 times on the Eid
day.

Spiritual Fitness Camp
A Youth Refresher Course
There is a camp for almost every Ahmadi
Youth sugroup: Khuddam camps, Atfal camps,
Waaqifat-e-Nau camps, Hifz-e-Quran camps, and so
on. However, there is never a chance for the youth,
both boys and girls, to sit with Imam Sahib and
discuss real-life issues, without sugar coating the
realities of life. This camp On Saturday, August 17th,
Bait-uz-Zafar Mosque had the honor to hold a camp
of this stature.
At 10:00 AM, Bait-uz-Zafar Mosque was
brimming with children as young as 7 to 25-year-old
young adults. The day began with breakfast,
followed by an opening session with Imam
Mahmood Kauser Sahib and Munib Iqbal which
included a session to write a letter to Huzoor (atba).
This most intriguing aspect of this camp was that
children were separated by age, and age appropriate
activities and conversations took place. For the
morning session, children from the age of 7 to 13,
were taken to the dining hall to memorize 3 hadith.
During this time the other youth were in their
respective prayer halls, with Imam Mahmood
Kauser Sahib overseeing their Bible search activity.

Weekly Dars
A Reminder to Remain Steadfast
Every Wednesday, after the Maghrib prayer,
Imam Mahmood Kauser Sahib gives a dars, with
varying topics from week to week. However, a
common theme is that these dars reflect issues that
everyone, especially the youth are facing. From
social media, to peer pressure, to decreasing
attendance in the mosque. Most importantly, these
are not lectures, rather they are adjacent to an open
conversation, and a safe place for all to come and
reflect on pertinent issues. Please make every effort
to come, and to bring your family so that not only
do they learn and create a stronger bond with other
jamaat members, but also so that your children can
create a habit of coming to the mosque.
Remember, it only takes 18 days to create a
habit, and 66 days to make a behavior automatic, so
lets make an effort to create good habits!

After lunch, and the afternoon prayer, the
groups split again, with the younger children again
being taken to another room for their separate
activities, which were overseen by Smreen Kauser
Sahiba and Sadia Choudhury Sahiba, while the teen
– to young adult youth remained in the prayer hall
to discuss hard hitting topics with Imam Sahib and
Reza Islam Sahib. These topics ranged from dating,
to marriage, to domestic abuse. These discussions
were interactive, and while the youth were in their
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respective prayer halls, the questions, comments,
and concerns of both the boys and girls were heard.
The day came to an end with one last session,
where the everyone was able to have a smaller Q&A
session with Imam Mahmood Kauser Sahib. The
young Lajna asked many questions on varying topics
such as evolution, abortion, and how to create
solutions for real life issues. The evening closed out
with closing remarks by Queens Sadr Sahib, Abdul
Ghafoor Sahib, regional Tarbiyyat Secretary, and
Imam Mahmood Kauser Sahib, dua and the late
afternoon prayers. Alhamdulillah, this Camp was a
great success because it was tailored to the different
age groups, and dealt with the youth individually,
rather than a whole. JazakAllah to all those who
attended, and especially to all of the volunteers and
teachers who helped us. May Allah enable us to hold
events like this again in the future. Ameen!

Atfal/Khuddam/Ansar
News
` Meeting Held on First Sunday of the Month

Visiting the Hillcrest Jewish
Center
Discussing Islam with our Jewish Brethren
Waheed Ahmad Sahib had the opportunity to
visit Hillcrest Jewish Center on August 9th, 2019. He
writes: “I had an opportunity to do a brief
presentation on Islamic beliefs, followed by a
question and answer session. I had the honor to
present Islamic teachings and beliefs in front of
more than 50 Jewish men and women. This event
went on about for 45 minutes”.

Coffee, Cake, and True Islam
A Great Opportunity for All!
By the grace of Allah, Coffee, Cake, and True
Islam (CCTI) is hosted at Bait-uz-Zafar Mosque
every Thursday, after the Maghrib Prayers. CCTI
consistently hosts 2-3 guests. This weekly event is
presented by Waheed Ahmed Sahib who explains in
two categories. During the first, he explains the
basics of Islamic teachings and Ahmadiyyat. The
second part of this event is a religious educational
class for those who are new converts. This second
event has been held 4 times a week and the
attendance has been ranging from 15 to 22
participants, including new guests. This event is
followed by a question and answer session as well.

2

Sihat-e-Jismani Cricket
Tournament
Brotherhood Through Sports
On August 31, 2019, 13 Khuddam went from
Brooklyn, Middletown, and Queens to Atlanta for a
Sihat-e-Jismani Cricket tournament. Our local team
beat their arch rivals, the Northeast Eagles, in a
dramatic fashion on the last few balls 203-202.
Ultimately, the game went 1-3, but overall our team
grew, and has great potential.

A Blessed Event!
Alhamdulillah our very dear new member,
Michael Videau was a part of the international
Bai’at at the hands of our Beloved Khalifa (atba) at
Jalsa Salana UK 2019.

Book Stall in Jamaica, Queens
Forming Bonds with our Community
Alhamdulillah, a few members of the Queens
Jamaat were able to open a stall in Jamaica, Queens
where they had free Jamaat books, and school
supplies. Approximately 80 people visied the stall,
and many books and flyers were distributed.
Additionally, NY State assemblyman Leroy Comrie
and Director of the World Peace Community Mr.
John Kung visited the stall.
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