
 

 

INFORMATION SHEET FOR  

ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE EXPENDITURE FROM THE RESERVE TRUST FUND FOR 

LSUHSC FOR COVID19 TESTING 

(Ordinance No. 5955 of 2020) 

 

 

Why is this funding coming from the Reserve Trust Fund and not the Parish Health Tax Fund? 

This ordinance has no financial impact.  The funds were budgeted for emergency situations for 

CCAA and Red Cross during the budget adoption.  This ordinance redirects funding and 

authorizes the expenditure from the Reserve Trust Fund to respond to COVID19 instead. 

 

Why isn’t the federal or state government paying for this?  

Caddo Parish is eligible to have funds reimbursed for cost associated with responding to 

COVID19. There are at least three funds totaling approximately $200 billion that we can seek 

reimbursement from.  These funds were established in the CARE ACT approved by Congress.  

 

Will the Parish cut a check to LSUHSC?  

No. LSUHSC will send invoices in increments on $150,000 for work performed. Once verified 

for accuracy, payments will be made.   

 

 

Who will qualify for testing?  
Testing will be done for Caddo Residents only. Also and induvial must meet CDC guidelines 

for symptoms to be tested. It is not first come, first serve open to all event.  

 

 

Why is testing important? 

As with any medical disease, testing often and early is critical to saving lives. The earlier the 

detection to sooner health experts can identify induvial who may be spreading and can 

quarantine. Obviously the more severe cases end up in the ER. However, you can have mild 

symptoms and infect someone that can become fatal.  

 

 

Why can we just let individuals go to a healthcare facility? 

 There are many in our community that does not have easy access to healthcare services. The 

purpose of partnering with LSHSC and the Partners in Wellness initiative is to provide mobile 

testing services at the community level to reduce barriers to testing and care. This is 

particularly important for our rural communities (Blanchard, Vivian, Keithville, Greenwood, 

and others) as well as urban low income areas. Many people have died waiting on testing. This 

is an opportunity to remove that barrier.  

 

Why can we just let individuals go to recently announced WalMart testing site in Shreve City? 

The goal of this program is to target first responders and elderly and is open to anyone. This 

however, should at least decrease the demand we would see. Our partnership would be limited 

to Caddo Residents only and would locate closer to communities. Individuals from Keithville 

and Vivian should not have to drive to Shreve City to receive a test. Distance and lack of 

transportation poses a real barrier when it comes to healthcare.  

 


