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I was shown around the collection of village trees on 1st August by Barbara Heller, a member of the 

parish council and recently appointed Tree Warden.  The weather was bright and sunny. 

 

Village green.  This neatly mown green is the centrepiece of the attractive village of Hernhill, with 

the inn on one side and the church on another. It is owned by the parish council and features a fine 

mature English oak. There is room for other plantings without spoiling the open aspect.  We agreed 

that a smaller native, such as a whitebeam, would be an attractive addition, perhaps toward the NE 

corner. 

 

Churchyard. A well managed formal yew avenue lines the path to the church and there are other 

good specimens of common and Irish yews and a large box. Three large Scots pine tower above a 

crowd of mature lime,  sycamore and ash. Ash die-back disease is present, and the eventual sad 

disappearance of this species may at least alleviate the overcrowding. Ivy is invading here and 

there, and should be removed from tree boles where rampant. A walnut is dying in the area next to 

the old vicarage. This should be removed, along with a fastigiate 'skeleton' nearby, especially as 

honey fungus is the alleged culprit. There are some lime coppice stools with substantial multiple 

stems, young copper beech and fine red maples.  Some ancient (commercial?) cherries survive in 

the E boundary of the graveyard. 

There is a healthy commemorative Acer pseudoplatanus 'Prinz Handjery', planted in 2003.  Further 

recent commemorative plantings line the churchyard extension, including  winter cherry Prunus 

subhirtella. There is plenty of space for more in this area, and these plantings are to be encouraged. 

There is also a healthy red maple, Acer rubrum, awarded in 1984 as part of Hernhill's Best Kept 

Village prize.  The management of this diverse area is obviously in good hands, overall.  

 

Village Hall field. This area is well stocked with a diverse range of tree species, and by and large it 

appears to be well managed. The Malus in the play area is unhealthy and struggling. The 

encroaching ivy should be removed. Alternatively, it could be replaced by, say, a Japanese crab, 

Malus floribunda or winter cherry Prunus subhirtella.  There is a fine row of Norway maple.  A 

stunted horse chestnut is suffering from canker and should be removed.  Other, thriving,  species 

include crab apple (John Downie), common walnut and rowan.  The epicormic 'sucker' shoots 

growing from the base of the trunk of the last, should be removed. If left, they will compete with the 

main stem for water and nutrients. A truncated poplar windbreak on one border, a relic from 

commercial orchard days, serves as an effective background. A small silver birch should have dead 

shoots removed from it.  A pear, awarded by KMOTT in about 2003, is presenting a problem: the 

Pyrus salicifolia scion is being overwhelmed by more vigorous growth from the stock (common 

pear).  Drastic action was agreed as an option to regain the balance of stock and graft!  

 

School grounds.  There are numerous trees in and around the wildflower area  of this clearly 

ecologically aware school.  Plantings of oak and silver birch grace a new woodland area, and it is 

hoped that new plantings will be watered in dry weather, including in the school holidays.  The 

suckers should be removed from an ornamental cherry near the gate (see above). It is suggested  

 

 



 

that, if not already done, a proportion of any dead or decayed wood be stacked at the margin of the 

area,  to encourage invertebrate and microbial activity – and to demonstrate the ‘cycle of life’.       

 

Conclusion.  The residents, and school staff,  of this attractive village clearly value and care for 

their heritage of trees.  As well as evidence of sound overall management, there is a commendable 

recent tradition of planting young trees, including several commemorative specimens.  The Tree 

Warden clearly has a good rapport with the organisations owning the treed lands. She should be 

encouraged in her aims to have  further trees planted and to help coordinate forward-looking tree 

management in the parish.   
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