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In these challenging times it is 
more important then ever for 
isolated communities to act as 
eyes and ears, looking out for and 
supporting their neighbours.

While there have been many examples 
every day of people pulling together, 
the coronavirus Covid-19 outbreak 
has also unfortunately seen a rise in 
the exploitation of vulnerable people 
– from unscrupulous criminals taking 
advantage of the uncertainty and 
anxiety many are feeling at this time.

These ‘Bad Samaritans’ can con people 
into thinking they are helping them, 
or take advantage of people’s good 
nature and their desire to help others. 

Others see criminal opportunities as 
the lockdown continues – either with 
buildings and machinery left unused 
or through cyber scams as people rely 
more on internet communications, 
transactions and support.

The Kent Police Rural Task Force 
engages with rural communities, 
acting on information about criminal 
activity and offering reassurance 
and crime prevention advice. 

They work with partner organisations 
to make sure people in isolated rural 
areas can feel safe and importantly 
that suspicious activity will be 
addressed and investigated.

The Rural Task Force team works 
alongside Kent Police’s local policing 
teams, neighbourhood officers and 
special constables and partner agencies 

and stakeholders such as the National 
Farmers Union, Crime Rural Advisory 
Group, Historic England, the Environment 
Agency, DEFRA and the RSPCA to address 
rural crime and community concerns.

For more advice on how to stay safe, 
prevent crime and protect the vulnerable 
from scams and fraud under the 
Coronavirus restrictions, see pages 4/5.

Report non-urgent crime online 
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Welcome to Rural Matters. See inside for the latest on the Kent Police Rural Task Force. There are now more officers countywide 
dedicated to tackling and preventing crime in the countryside. We’ve the latest news on how these officers, partners and colleagues 
are working to protect and support Kent’s rural communities. Email your Rural Liaison Team – rural.task.force@kent.police.uk

More rural contact information, see back page.

The rural team regularly 
Tweets updates on what 
they’ve been doing and any 
live incidents.

Follow @kentpolicerural 
for the latest news and 
information. 

To remain anonymous contact Kent Crimestoppers online or call 0800 555 111.

Stay safe during self-isolation in rural communities 

Your rural PCs are 
also on Twitter!

Go to www.kent.police.uk/report

Report a crime, incident or non-injury 
collision in minutes

Receive your confirmation email and 
reference number immediately

East Division – 07980 978202

• PC Dan Perry

• PC Tim Moody

• PC Harry Callaghan

• PC Michael Sutton

North Division – 07528 989095

• PC Paul Williams

• PC Adrian Goodsall

• PC Nathan Southern

West Division – 07580 236308

• PC Marc Pennicott

• PC Tom Smith

• PC Nick Lingham

• PC Anna Verrall

Farm Watch WhatsApp – sharing information to beat crime

The online messaging system 
Farm Watch WhatsApp is 
being expanded after its 
success in the recovery of 
stolen property and helping 
police stop crime in its tracks.

The scheme allows the fast 
time sharing of information 
between the Rural Task 
Force and the community. 
Its increasing success is as a 
result of community support. 
The number of members is 
increasing and the scheme is 
being expanded countywide.

Rural Task Force Inspector 
Dave Smith said: ‘Since its 
introduction Farm Watch 
WhatsApp is working really 
well and through information 
shared the Rural Task Force 
team has been able to recover 
stolen property and make 
proactive interventions on 

those actively engaged in 
theft offences, poaching and 
fly tipping across the rural 
community in Kent. Farm 
Watch WhatsApp is going 
from strength to strength 
and is in the process of being 
expanded across the county. 
Groups have already been set 
up for North Division covering 
Swale, Medway and North 
Kent, with the West Division 
to follow. Kent field sports 
expert George Digweed said: 
‘It helps us knowing we have 
the support and back up from 
the fantastic Kent rural team. 
What a great idea the rural 
WhatsApp group is. Farmers 
in the area agree that this is a 
brilliant concept, and so many 
stolen vehicles and machinery 
parts have been recovered 
thanks to this set up.’

Farm Watch WhatsApp is 
a tool to share 
information directly with the 
Rural Task Force team and not 
to be used to report crime.
Any crimes should be reported 
in the usual way; 999 if a 
crime is in progress or 101 and 
online if non-urgent and don’t 
forget the Country Eye App.

Protect your farm equipment:
To protect and help trace stolen equipment record all serial 
numbers, take photos and consider additional markings 
such as DNA solutions and tracker devices. All of which will 
help police in recovering property should it be stolen.
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Welcome to Rural Matters Latest news 

https://twitter.com/kentpolicerural


Rural communities and those living in 
and around small villages and hamlets – 
especially vulnerable and elderly people 
self-isolating under Covid-19 restrictions 
– are being advised to be vigilant and 
take measures against scammers seeking 
to exploit the situation.

With more time spent at home 
fraudsters have more chance to contact 
people – either on the doorstep, by 
phone or online. 

Within the first days of restrictions 
police and support agencies sadly 
saw a rise in reports of scamming and 
opportunist crime.

These ‘Bad Samaritans’ con people into 
thinking they are helping them, or take 
advantage of people’s desire to help others. 

In one report an elderly Kent resident 
lost money when they gave their bank 
card to someone who offered to do some 
shopping for them. 

One parish council warned village 
residents of reports of people claiming to 
be from the health authority knocking on 
doors and offering to take temperatures 
of elderly people.

There have also been numerous reports 
of coronavirus themed ‘phishing’ emails, 
with infected attachments containing 
fictitious ‘safety measures.’ 

Huge increases in those working 
remotely or self-isolating mean more 
people are vulnerable to computer service 
fraud – where criminals try to convince 
people to provide access to their computer 
or divulge log-on details and passwords

Rural Task Force Inspector Dave Smith 
said: ‘Our Rural Task Force officers have 
been out and about alongside our other 
policing colleagues, engaging with rural 
communities.

‘Although the majority of people are 
doing exactly what they have been asked 

to do, staying at home and following the 
rules, we know there are those seeking to 
exploit the situation and people living in 
isolated areas can be particular targets. 

‘There are so many people out there 
who are genuinely community spirited 
and we’d ask them to look out for 
people in their communities who may 
be vulnerable and to contact police if 
you have information about suspected 
criminal activity.’ 

Rural Task Force Sergeant Darren 
Walshaw said: ‘There will also be 
numerous vehicles and premises left 
empty and potentially vulnerable in the 
coming weeks. This could be seen as an 
opportunity by some. I would suggest 
business owners thoroughly check and 
secure their property, empty vehicles 
where possible, ensure security measures 
are in place and remain vigilant reporting 
any suspicious incidents.’

Advice to prevent becoming a victim of scams

Recent reports of scams 

Feature

Be wary of:
• Ads for products such as face masks, hand sanitiser, vaccines, cures and hard-to-get goods, 

as they could be for non-existent products. 
• Scam messages – unsolicited emails and texts offering questionably good deals. Never 

respond to messages asking for personal or financial details.
• Don’t click on unknown links in emails, texts or posts, or email attachments. They could link 

to websites to capture passwords and other confidential details.
• Never install any software, or grant remote access to your computer as a result of a cold call. 

If you get an unsolicited call about a problem with your PC and asked to download software 
to gain access, hang up. 

• Financial details – genuine organisations would never contact you out of the blue to ask for 
financial details such as your PIN or full banking password.

• If you’re buying goods and services from a company or person you don’t know and trust, 
carry out research first, and ask friends or family for advice.

• Avoid paying for goods and services by bank transfer as that offers you little protection if you 
become a victim of fraud. Instead, use a credit card or payment services such as PayPal. 

• If you’ve made a payment and suspect fraud: Inform your bank as soon as possible. Monitor 
bank statements regularly for unusual activity.

Your bank or the police will NEVER ask you to transfer money or move it to a safe account.
Reporting to Action Fraud can be done online or by calling 0300 123 2040
To report suspicious offers of financial assistance from HMRC contact phishing@hmrc.gov.uk

Case 1 – shopping con 
An elderly Kent resident lost money when they gave their bank card to someone who offered to 
do shopping for them after receiving a ‘can I help’ style card through their door. 
Never give your bank or card details to anyone, even if you think you know them 
very well. 

Case 2 – door to door rogue traders 
Doorstep rogue traders have been reported offering big discounts. Frequently the work they 
suggest is not needed. They are also putting others at risk who may be self-isolating and 
vulnerable to health issues. 
If in doubt ask them to leave and if they don’t, contact police.

Case 3 – bogus testing 
There have been reports of people door-knocking and claiming to be from the health authority 
offering Covid-19 testing. Do not let them in or allow them to take money or details. Report to 
police on 101. If you ask them to leave and they don’t, contact police on 999. 
Alert vulnerable family members, friends and neighbours.

Case 4 – fake text messages 
Official looking text messages have been reported advising the recipient they have been fined 
for not adhering to social distancing measures. Text messages have also been received advising 
people they are due tax refunds due to Covid-19 restrictions. 
Do not click on the link to enter personal details or visit the website suggested.

Ask for ID – If someone claims to be from an official organisation ask to see 
employee ID. Do not let them in before seeing it. If you’re at all suspicious, ask 
them to leave. You can always call the organisation and ask if they have helpers 
operating in your area.

Insist on payment on their return – If someone offers to help with shopping 
or buying medication, request that you pay when they return. People genuinely 
trying to help will understand.

Ask to see the receipt before paying – Ask to see a receipt showing how 
much shopping cost before handing over money. If they are hesitant, explain 
you’re just being cautious and want to ensure they’re given the right amount. 

Be wary about following suggestions that may put you at risk – Lots 
of local Facebook sites are being set up to help neighbours. Although this can 
be helpful, be careful about suggestions such as cards in windows which could 
make you a target for scammers.

Take care, 
be aware
People unable to easily get 
to the shops may accept 
an offer from someone to 
do their shopping.

It’s always best to ask 
someone you know and 
trust to help.

Beware unsolicited 
doorstep callers

Beware fraud and stay safe from scams in challenging times
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Since the Rural Task Force 
expanded last year it has 
introduced a response 
plan to deal with reports 
of livestock worrying.

Reports of attacks by 
dogs have increased and is 
a particularly concern for 
farmers at this time of year 
during the lambing season.

The Rural Task Force 
team can use swabbing 
of livestock injured or 
killed for comparison 
with any suspect dog. 

Rural Task Force Sergeant 
Darren Walshaw said: ‘This 
has been successful already 
where the science has proven 
that a certain dog caused 
the injuries to the livestock 
and prosecution has been 
possible. The consistent 
approach and investigation 
by the Rural Task Force 
has increased confidence 
in reporting these incidents 
which has contributed to an 
increase in reported cases.

‘Most cases have been dealt 
with by way of Community 
Resolution, where the 
dog owner has financially 
compensated the livestock 
owner for any losses. This 
is always considered on 
a case by case situation 
taking into account the 
wishes of the victim and any 
previous incidents involving 
the same dog/owner. 

‘In some cases owners 
have been issued Community 
Protection Warnings (CPWs) 
which set out conditions to 
prevent another incident.’

The team have had 
successful magistrate’s 
court prosecutions and 
currently have cases ongoing, 
including requests for 
destruction orders on dogs 
responsible for attacks. 

In two recent cases in 
March one dog owner was 
fined £200, ordered to pay 
a £32 victim surcharge, 

and £299 compensation 
and another pleaded guilty 
and received a 12 month 
conditional discharge, and 
an order to pay £85 costs 
and £307 compensation.

Sgt Walshaw said: ‘As an 
ex-shepherd I have witnessed 
first-hand the devastation a 
livestock worrying incident 
can cause financially and 
emotionally to the owner.

‘I would urge dog owners 
to be responsible around all 
livestock, especially flocks 
of sheep at this time of year 
in the lambing season. 

‘A dog chasing sheep 
can not only cause the 
obvious injuries, but the 
stress this places the sheep 
under can often cause 
miscarriages within the flock, 
with a significant financial 
impact for the owner. 

‘A dog running through 
a field of new born lambs 
with their mothers can 
cause issues of the lambs 
becoming disorientated and 
lost from their mother, on 
who they depend for milk.’

The Rural Task Force are investigating 
the killing of a pregnant ewe on farmland 
at Southfleet, near Gravesend. 

The animal, due to give birth, was 
discovered by a shepherd in a field off 
Betsham Road at around 7am on Sunday 
29 March 2020 and is believed to have 
been deliberately killed some time after 
6.45pm the previous evening. Her lamb 
was found dead next to the carcass.

Rural Task Force Sergeant Darren 
Walshaw, said they were satisfied the 
injuries to the sheep couldn’t have been 
caused by another animal. He said: ‘This 
is an extremely distressing incident for 
the people who reared the animal and, 
on top of this, has a significant impact 
on their livelihood. Farm animals can 
unfortunately be a target for poachers, 
which we believe is the case here, and 

we do not underestimate the impact 
this type of crime has on farmers. 

‘We take this type of crime seriously and 
if anyone travelling in this area witnessed 
anything suspicious on the night of 28/29 
March I encourage them to call us on 
01474 366149 quoting 46/55897/20.’

A lamb, which was also reported 
stolen from the same field on Friday 
27 March was later traced – being 
kept in a one-bedroomed flat – 
and returned to the owner. 

A woman has been arrested in 
relation to the dead sheep and the 
police investigation is continuing.

Anyone with information can 
also contact independent charity 
Crimestoppers anonymously by calling 
0800 555 111 or using the anonymous 
online form at Crimestoppers-uk.org

Livestock worrying – DNA testing helps trace dogs as more cases reported 

Vehicles seized as action continues against poaching

Pregnant sheep killed in field

Action under Op Galileo has continued this year – with the Rural Task Force team 
completing dedicated days to disrupting poaching and hare coursing and pursuing 
prosecutions. So far they have received 91 reports of poaching this year (2020).

The team have several prosecutions ongoing with cases being built against 
repeat offenders who have been arrested at the scene. Numerous vehicles 
have been seized which has proved to be a good disruption tool. 

Rural Task Force Sergeant Darren Walshaw said: ‘The team will be applying for a 
criminal behaviour order upon conviction. If successful this will place conditions on 
the offenders such as ‘Not trespassing on land with a dog.’ If found in breach of this 
condition the police have a power to arrest them and place them before the court.

‘This would be a significant tool as the actual offence of poaching 
would not need to be proved just the trespass with a dog.’

Information was passed to Farm Watch 
WhatsApp of three men suspected 
of hare coursing in Birchington.

A search by Rural Task Force 
officers located a vehicle and three 
suspects were seen walking across 
fields, with officers seeing one 
release his dog in pursuit of a hare.

All three were detained and 
identified, searched under the 
Poaching Prevention Act and each 
had their mobile phones seized. Keys 
to the vehicle were found on one of 
the men and the vehicle was seized.

See story page 3 for more information 
on Farm Watch WhatsApp.

Suspects searched and 
vehicle seized after Farm 
Watch WhatsApp tip

Protecting and serving 
the people of Kent

Protecting livestock 
– know the law

‘Worrying’ livestock is a crime under the 
Dogs (Protection of Livestock) Act 1953.
If you are on agricultural land and a dog you own 
or are in charge of attacks or chases livestock in a 
way that may cause injury, suffering or loss, you 
could be prosecuted, fined and ordered to pay 
compensation.

Please keep your dog on a lead.
If you see a dog worrying livestock, please call the 
police on 999.

Under the Animals Act 1971, a person 
acting to protect livestock may be able 
to kill or injure a dog, without incurring 
any criminal or civil liability, if he or she 
believes it is worrying livestock.

This lamb stolen from the same farm on a different 
day was safely returned after being found in a one 
bedroomed flat 
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Vintage milk churns stolen 
Two vintage 10-gallon milk churns 
were stolen from the front of a 
property in Hothfield. They are 
around 45 years old, with lids and 
marked Milk Marketing Board, 
manufacturer Grundy of Teddington. 
They were taken between 10pm 22 
February and 10am the next day.

Anyone with information should quote 
crime reference 46/38511/20. 

Woman in 80s injured 
by thief in home
An elderly woman was pushed over when 
a man walked into her home in Hartley 
around 2pm on 3 March and demanded 
money. Her shoulder was injured and 
the thief stole a purse and cash.

Rural Task Force Sergeant Darren 
Walshaw said: ‘No matter what time 
of day, people should always ensure 
they keep their property secure.’

Anyone with information should quote 
crime reference 46/40529/20. 

War medals owner sought 
Detectives are trying to find the owner 
of a war medal (right) which was 
among memorabilia which may have 
been stolen in the East Kent area. It 
was seized following the arrest of a 
man in Broadstairs on 6 March 2020. A 
Country West Point hat badge was also 
found along with the Queen Korean war 
medal. Chief Inspector Ed Ruffle of Kent 
Police said: ‘We do not underestimate 
the sentimental value these items may 

hold and we are keen to reunite them 
with their rightful owner.’ A Ramsgate 
man, arrested on suspicion of burglary, 
was bailed pending further enquiries.

Anyone with information should quote 
crime reference 46/42940/20.

Farmers and farming communities 
are being warned to keep their stocks 
of fertiliser secure to avoid thefts of 
chemicals and reduce opportunities for 
harm by restricting access to them.

Chemicals such as ammonium 
nitrate can be used in the 
manufacture of explosive devices. 

Kim Mayo, from Counter Terrorism 
Policing South East, said: ‘As the days are 
getting longer and the soil is warming, 
many within our farming communities will 
be purchasing and using large quantities 
of ammonium nitrate. If we can restrict 
access to these chemicals we reduce 
the opportunity for attacks to occur.’

Landowners are being asked to 
follow a Five Point Plan endorsed 
by the Agricultural Industries 
Confederation (AIC), NFU and NFU 
Scotland, Assured Food Standards 
(Red Tractor), DEFRA and the HSE.
• Use a Fertiliser Industry Assurance 

Scheme (FIAS) approved supplier.
• Where possible keep in a secure area, 

such as a building or sheeted away 
from public view.

• Carry out regular stock checks and 
report any loss to the police 
immediately (call 101).

• Avoid leaving fertiliser in a field 
overnight – never leave fertiliser in field 
for a long period of time.

• Remember it is illegal to sell 
ammonium nitrate without the correct 
documentation

For further information or advice 
around safe storage, please contact 
ctsa.bouverie@kent.police.uk

Fertiliser theft warning – secure your stock Man who stabbed deer jailed

Two men were jailed for animal 
cruelty offences, including using 
dogs on hares and stabbing a deer, 
following a joint investigation by the 
Rural Task Force and the RSPCA.

It resulted in three search warrants 
and convictions in court for two men. 
A third pleaded guilty before a three 
day trial at Medway Magistrates Court.

Jimmy Price, of Loose, was convicted 
of causing unnecessary suffering 
to a horse and failing to meet the 
welfare needs of two dogs. 

At an earlier trial in December he had 
also been convicted of four offences 
under the Animal Welfare Act 2006, 
Deer Act 1991 and Hunting Act 2004 
for offences of using dogs on hares, 
deer and for stabbing a deer. 

He was jailed for 225 days, disqualified 
from keeping dogs for five years 

and ordered to pay £5,000 in costs 
and a victim surcharge of £115 after 
being convicted on 10 January. 

Samuel Powell, of Lenham, was 
convicted of five offences of causing 
unnecessary suffering to horses – 
these included failing to address one 
animal’s poor condition and weight 
loss, to provide adequate nutrition to 
another and failing to provide prompt 
veterinary care to a wound caused 
by another pony’s head collar. He 
was jailed for 26 weeks, disqualified 
from keeping horses for five years 
and ordered to pay £5,000 costs. 

He was also sentenced for two other 
offences following a conviction at Carlisle 
Magistrates court for causing unnecessary 
suffering by unreasonably working a 
foal when it was too young – leading to 
extreme pain and lameness. The incident 

involved the animal having to pull a cart 
with people in it at the Appleby Horse Fair. 

A third man Danny Price, of East 
Farleigh, had pleaded guilty at the start 
of the trial to an offence of causing 
unnecessary suffering to a horse which 
was found dead. He was sentenced 
to a 12 month community order, 150 
hours unpaid work and 10 rehabilitation 
days and ordered to pay £1,500 
costs and an £85 victim surcharge. 

Rural Task Force Sergeant Darren 
Walshaw said ‘This investigation and 
prosecution was led by the RSPCA with 
the support of the Rural Task Force. We 
will continue to work closely with our 
partners in prosecuting those responsible 
for these crimes. There is no doubt that 
the animals concerned would have been 
caused significant pain and suffering as a 
result of the actions of those concerned.’ 

Police Community Support 
Officers tackling motorcycle 
thefts and associated anti-
social behaviour in West 
Kent are appealing to local 
residents for their help.

PCSOs are working with 
officer colleagues on an 
ongoing crackdown on 
nuisance bikers in the 
Hadlow area and are 
reminding people to report 
any suspicious activity.

It follows the recent recovery 
of a stolen motorcycle 
– returned to its rightful 
owner following intervention 
from a local PCSO.

The bike was recovered 
from a field off Steers Place 
and the officer was then 
able to identify and contact 
the owner and arrange 
for it to be collected.

Two other vehicles, also 
believed to be stolen, have 
recently also been recovered 
by PCSOs from the grounds 
of Hadlow Castle. Officers 
have been unable to identify 
the owner of one of the 
bikes which was discovered 
lying in a hedgerow.

Anyone who recognises it is 
asked to call 01622 604100, 
quoting reference 21-0908.

District Commander for 
Tonbridge and Tunbridge 
Wells, Chief Inspector Pete 
Steenhuis said: ‘These stolen 
bikes are then often ridden 
illegally and dangerously in 
country lanes and off-road 
locations and while my officers 
are working hard to deter 

and detect those responsible, 
it is also important that 
residents continue to 
report any incidents to us, 
particularly when they are 
happening. If possible always 
take down any number 
plates, which will assist us 
in taking positive action.’ 

Tackling motorcycle thefts – report illegal riding 

Off-road riders – warnings and fines during Covid-19 restrictions 
Dartford Police Community 
Support Officers issued 
10 Section 59 warning 
letters on 6 April to people 
seen riding motorcycles in 
Ladywood Road, Darenth.

The letters warn vehicle 
owners if they are found at 
the location again an order 

will be sought under the 
Police Reform Act, enabling 
officers to seize vehicles if they 
cause anti-social behaviour 
within the next year. 

On the same day two men 
were both issued with fines 
under new powers relating 
to the Coronavirus Act 

2020 after they were seen 
together riding motorcycles 
on the A296 junction with 
Wood Lane in Bean, with no 
reasonable excuse to be out.

Ch Insp Neil Loudon said: 
‘We have always had powers 
to warn, fine, seize and in 
some cases destroy a vehicle 

if it has been driven uninsured 
or where the motorcyclist or 
driver is causing a nuisance. 
We’ll continue to engage 
with residents to encourage 
them to follow Government 
advice. As a last resort, 
we’ll use enforcement 
where we need to.’ 

Theft of machinery – keep 
storage secure 
Theft of machinery and other 
items from rural locations 
continues to be reported.

The Rural Task Force are 
reminding farmers, landowners 
and rural property owners to 
regularly review their security
• Ensure sheds/ barns are locked and 

thoroughly secure when not in use. 
• Remember to record and mark all 

property serial numbers so these 
can be passed to the police if you 
become a victim of crime.

Can you help?

Do you have information about a crime?
Calls to the independent charity Crimestoppers are anonymous. You can call 
0800 555 111 or use the anonymous online form at Crimestoppers-uk.org

Police also work with Heritage Watch 
to protect the county’s history.
t
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County news – wildlife update 

A Peregrine Falcon found injured in the 
Birling area of West Kent had been shot.

The bird had to be put down after it was 
handed over to the RSPCA and examined 
by a vet. X-rays confirmed it had been 
shot, believed to be with a shotgun. 

Raptor persecution is one of the 
National Wildlife priorities and all 
incidents are investigated. All the Rural 
Task Force team are fully trained Wildlife 
Crime Officers. Rural Task Force Sergeant 
Darren Walshaw said: ‘Falcons are 
protected by the Wildlife and Countryside 
Act 1981. It is not only sad that anyone 
would target these birds of prey, which 
are included on the Green List of UK birds 
of conservation concern, but if they are 
being targeted and illegally killed this is 
breaking the law as they are protected.’ 

The peregrine is the world’s fastest 
bird. The RSPB believes the highest 
level of protection is essential to the 
conservation of the falcon, which remains 
comparatively rare, and is extremely 

vulnerable to human activities (including 
continued illegal persecution). Once the 
peregrine population declines, it takes 
many years to recover. They were at a 
low point in the 1960s due to human 
persecution and the impact of pesticides.

Improved legislation and protection has 
helped them recover but they are still 
targeted to prevent predation on game 
birds and racing pigeons. They also have 
eggs and chicks taken for collections and 

falconry. Peregrines are a Schedule 1 listed 
species of The Wildlife and Countryside Act 
and as such afforded additional protection.

LEAF (Linking Environment And 
Farming) has postponed this year’s 
Open Farm Sunday event until later 
in the year due to circumstances 
related to the outbreak of 
coronavirus Covid-19.

The decision was made following 
conversations with a number of host 
farmers to understand the impact of 
postponing until late September 2020.

Caroline Drummond, LEAF Chief Executive, said: ‘We are 
pleased with the positive response from our ever enthusiastic 
farmers, many of whom have indicated that they would like to 
still host LEAF Open Farm Sunday 2020. We look forward to 
welcoming the public out onto farm at a different and interesting 
time of year, when they will take pleasure from getting outside 
and celebrating farming, food and nature. We will continue to 
support farmers hosting an event in September and encouraging 
the public to visit a farm and discover the world of farming.’

The NFU, a principal sponsor of LEAF Open Farm Sunday, will 
continue to support the event and NFU members taking part. 

LEAF Open Farm Sunday offers a chance for all farmers to 
open their gates and welcome people onto their farms. The 
Kent Police Rural Task Force regularly takes part in Leaf events. 
Keep an eye on NFUonline in the coming months for updates.

The following year’s event will take place on 13 June 2021.

Peregrine falcon shot

The Rural Task Force works hard to 
ensure that horses found on the highway 
are safely recovered and kept until the 
owner is located or comes forward. 

To ensure that this is done efficiently 
the team work to an agreed policy that 
ensures there is a consistent approach. 

Rural Task Force Inspector Dave Smith 
said: ‘There are costs levied against the 
owner if they come forward to get their 
horses returned.

‘These costs are only a fraction of 
the costs incurred by Kent Police but 
there is a responsibility for the owners 
to contribute towards costs from the 
public purse.’

The offence against which horses 
are recovered is Section 155 of the 
Highways Act 1980.

To help police dealing with stray and 
seized horses on the highway, horse 
owners are reminded they should have 
their animals microchipped against 
current owner details.

Micro chip horses for safe recovery and return

LEAF Open Farm Sunday postponed 
to September

Kent Police is recruiting more officers in 2020 and looking 
for people looking for a new challenge.

The role of a Police Constable can be demanding but 
it’s that variety which makes it one of the most rewarding 
jobs around. Every day presents a new challenge, dealing 
with different situations to keep people and property safe.

You’ll be responsible for prevention and detection of 
crime and working as part of a close team to serve the 
diverse communities and businesses of Kent. 

Kent Police has over 30 specialist teams – from rural 
policing to public order, child protection and cyber crime.

To find out more about force recruitment 
www.kent.police.uk/jobs

Could you be #MoreThanTheBadge? 

Siamese crocodile skulls seized under 
endangered species laws 

The Rural Task Force regularly works with 
the Environment Agency and Angling 
Trust to police illegal fishing.

The DEFRA Angling Trust has recently 
updated its message about fishing 
activities during the Government 
coronavirus Covid-19 restrictions.

A DEFRA spokesperson said: ‘Angling is 
not among the exercise activities 
authorised by the government, and 
DEFRA have made clear that people 
should not travel by vehicle for the 
purposes of recreational fishing. 

‘The Angling Trust and Environment 
Agency have taken the view that all 
angling activity is suspended until 
further notice.’ They have set up an 
online resource hub to support the 
angling community and provide advice 
and guidance.

Kent Police is part of national campaign 
Operation Traverse – a partnership effort 
between police forces and the Angling 
Trust to actively target those who fish 
illegally and the crimes often associated 
with the offence.

Three skulls from the critically 
endangered Siamese Crocodile were 
seized in East Kent.

A Rural Task Force officer worked with a 
National Wildlife Crime Unit (NWCU) 
colleague to execute two warrants under 
CITES legislation (Convention on 
International Trade in Endangered 
Species) over the illegal importation of 
critically endangered species.

A NWCU investigation into two separate 
eBay purchases from a seller in China 
had identified the buyers. One skull, 
which had been decorated in gold leaf 
was immediately surrendered by the 
owner who was given suitable advice 
about the importation of animal parts. 
Two more skulls were seized at another 
address and the buyer similarly advised.

Angling during Coronavirus 
Covid-19 restrictions

Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species
CITES (the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild 
Fauna and Flora) is an international agreement between governments. Its aim is 
to ensure that international trade in specimens of wild animals and plants does 
not threaten their survival.

Horse seizure policy
Seized horses are only in Kent Police’s possession for 21 days maximum. Officers try to 
locate owners and put up posters. When owners come forward they are required to pay a 
fixed tariff. Any horse unclaimed after 21 days is rehomed.

The Crime Rural Advisory 
Group (CRAG) in Kent 
commissioned the Country 
Eye app to help rural 
communities and farmers 
report information quickly.
www.countryeye.co.uk

Rural Task Force officer PC Paul Williams arranged for the return to an owner of these five horses
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Key partners working with Kent Police to keep rural communities safe 

Rural team working with partners to protect rural communities

The team use their expertise to support Local Neighbourhood Policing Teams, PCSOs or 
core response officers. The team are all fully trained Wildlife Crime Officers. 

CRAG – Crime Rural Advisory Group
CRAG, formed in 2012, brings together main rural stakeholders, including the National Farmers Union and 
Country Land & Business Association – representing a large percentage of land occupancy countywide. They 
bring their own insights to CRAG to help keep Kent Police informed on ever-changing issues in rural Kent.
www.btfpartnership.co.uk email: michael.bax@btfpartnership.co.uk phone: Michael Bax 01233 740077

Kent Association of Local Councils
KALC is a not for profit membership organisation serving member parish and town councils and parish 
meetings in Kent and Medway. It offers training, advice and services to member councils. KLAC works with rural 
officers to disseminate information on their behalf, and to gather crime information from towns and parishes.
www.kentalc.gov.uk email: kalc@kentalc.gov.uk phone: 01304 820173 

National Farmers Union
The NFU champions British farming and provides professional representation and services to its farmer and 
grower members. Around 70 per cent of full time farmers are NFU members. They aim to support Kent 
Police to engage with members’ extensive local knowledge, working in partnership with CRAG and other 
stake holder organisations. 
www.nfuonline.com email: isobel.bretherton@nfu.org.uk phone: 01730 711950

Kent Fire and Rescue Service 
Kent Fire and Rescue Service is responsible for delivering fire and rescue services to more than 1.7 million 
people. Each year fire officers deal with around 16,500 incidents including road crashes, house and barn 
fires and more than 2,400 non-fire rescues. KFRS works with the Kent Police, NFU, and CRAG to provide 
safety and risk reduction advice to support the agricultural business community.
www.kent.fire-uk.org email: enquiries@kentfire-uk.org phone: 01622 692121

Historic England
Historic England is a public body which looks after England’s historic environment. There are over 400,000 
protected sites and buildings in England and Historic England works across a range of partnership to 
prevent the loss and damage to our shared cultural heritage. Former Kent police officer Mark Harrison 
advises the organisation and works closely with rural officers and CRAG. 
www.historicengland.org.uk email: southeast@HistoricEngland.org.uk phone: 01483 252020

Partnerships

 Tweeted by @kentpolicerural

This horse found wandering in the live 
carriageway on M20 coastbound just before 
Jnc 9 on 11 April. Thankfully due to reduced 
traffic it was safely recovered by Kent Police. 
Any information regarding this horse please 
call 101 quoting CAD 11-0132.
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