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Hebrews 13:4  
4 Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will 
judge the adulterer and all the sexually immoral. 5 Keep your lives free from the love 
of money and be content with what you have, because God has said, “Never will I 
leave you; never will I forsake you.”6 So we say with confidence, “The Lord is my 
helper; I will not be afraid.   What can mere mortals do to me?” 
 
Our focus this morning from v.4: "Let marriage be held in honor among all." The word 
for honor more commonly means precious in our N.T... It's the word in 1 Corinthians 
3:12 where Paul speaks of "gold, silver, and precious stone." In 1 Peter 1:19 it refers 
to the "precious blood" of Jesus. In 2 Peter 1:4 it refers to the "precious and very 
great promises" of God. 
Christ honored marriage, he performed his first miracle at the wedding in Cana. In 
this one act he provided for their need, in abundance and extravagance. “Dearly 
beloved we are gathered here in the sight of God and all you witnesses to join in 
Holy matrimony this man and this woman. Long before these words are spoken, 
weeks out, months if you’re smart you are going for counseling. Many states in an 
attempt to reduce the rate of divorce which has skyrocketed have implemented 
similar action to Mich. Pre-Marital Counseling. In Mich., if a couple undergoes pre-
marriage counseling, the cost of the marriage license is $20 and there is a 3-day 
waiting period. If the couple does not undergo pre-marriage counseling, however, the 
marriage license costs $100 and there is a 30-day waiting period. This is not to be 
entered into lightly, inadvisably, without prayer and forethought. I am calling you this 
morning to be out of step with the world on the matter of marriage. To get your cues 
for how to think and feel about marriage not from the spirit of our age but from God, 
who made heaven and earth and everything in them—including marriage—for the 
glory of his name and the good of his people. 
I personally gave up doing any weddings without premarital counseling. I prefer to do 
it myself, but in situations of distance or family restriction, I have agreed to allow 
others, but then only if I can discuss the content and result with the outside 
counselor. 
1st point of Empty Marriages: Prevent them: Many of you know that Becky and I 
ministered in single adult ministry for many years. We had several hundred single 
adult in our ministry. And that resulted in many marriages over the years. One year 
alone I did fifty couples premarital counseling. I went on to marry 36 of those couples 
that year; I successfully talked fourteen of them out of getting married. Now young 
people this is not because I am not a strong proponent of marriage, but because I 
am. I am not only a proponent of marriage but of singleness as it pertains to serving 
God! If you’re not serving God well as a single don’t mess up someone else’s life by 
not serving God together with them in marriage.   
Many have come over the years trying to convince me to join them in marriage to 
someone whom they wouldn’t even go on a 4th date with if they were not 



compromising themselves in some fashion. I know this not because someone told on 
them or I caught them compromising their morals, but because I have genuine 
regard for them and can tell they are trying to convince themselves. I don’t wish to 
assist someone in a marriage as a cover up for their short comings. That’s not to say 
that all those who have sinned by failing to wait until marriage are using the marriage 
to hide behind. Some just fall short of the goal; the goal God has set and very likely if 
Christian, they too hoped for. Wait for God’s choice for you and not sins!     
1 Corinthians 6:9–10 says that "fornicators and adulterers will not inherit the kingdom 
of God." But then the very next verse says, "And such were some of you. But you 
were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ and in the Spirit of our God." Holding marriage precious is not marring 
someone in a hope to justify sinful actions; nothing but the blood of Jesus can wash 
away our sins. Jesus love us and want us free from sin, trying to  cover up what we 
fell face into! 
I do have to  tell you that many of those  14 couples later came around  to 
confessing they were getting into the marriage for the wrong reasons, I latter went on 
to married some to their current spouse and they have wonderful lives, children  and 
ministries. If you marry for the wrong reasons you marriage may be empty 
2nd I am committed to Protect them: Most ever couple I have joined or counseled 
over the years, have at some point agreed that God would have them together. And 
since God does not change, then God would prefer them to stay together. So many 
have come over the years telling me that their  marriage is up against a wall,  and 
that  wall  is unsurmountable, and I have told them with boldness  that if they 
will  work  really hard and submit this relationship  to God  with me   in a very short 
amount of time that, that which looks like a wall in front of your marriage, will appear 
in a rearview mirror perspective as a speed bump on the way to the rest of their lives 
together . Now that is not because I know what their problem is, or the solution, but I 
know the one who does and who love them both more than they love each other or 
even themselves. Couples, don’t come to me hoping I will agree with you that your 
marriage is over. Some even tell me that it should never have happened in the first 
place; I will work with you to go forward together in Christ. 
If you leave your marriage for the wrong reason- you may be emptier than you have 
been in your “BAD” marriage. I wish to pause to invite-   
3rd point: Preserve them: if for the right reason or not you enter your marriage, and 
you have fought to protect your marriage, from evils from within and without. You 
need to persevere it that is just keep on keeping on! You will live a fuller live and 
show a fallen world the gospel lived out before them. Now I  do not intend  this 
message to condemn anyone  who  has gone through a  broken  marriage, divorced 
and maybe even  remarried, but even these will testify that it was not what they 
would have wished  for,  and if they have remarried, you obviously believe in the 
institution of marriage. And I bet you have come to  the place where you have asked 
God to forgive  you for your failing in that relationship.  Possibly you have gone to the 
Ex and asked forgiveness, and to children and other who were looking to you as 
God’s example of true forgiveness and stay ability.     
Between our more substantial sermon series I am taking up a few subjects that 
seem to me to be urgent. Marriage is always urgent. There never has been a 



generation whose view of marriage is high enough. The chasm between the biblical 
vision of marriage and the human vision, has always been, gargantuan. Some 
cultures in history respect the importance and the permanence of marriage more 
than others. Some, like our own, have such low, casual, take-it-or-leave-it attitudes 
toward marriage as to make the biblical vision seem ludicrous to most people. 
I hope to have shown from Scripture and experiences today that God gives grace not 
only to forgive and to forbear, but also to change, so that less forgiving and 
forbearing is needed. That too is a gift of grace. Grace is not just power to return 
good for evil; it is also the power to do less evil. Even power to be less bothersome. 
Grace makes you want to change for the glory of Christ and for the joy of your 
spouse. And grace is the power to do it. 
Christ Will Never Leave His Bride 
Staying married, therefore, is not just about staying in love. It is about keeping 
covenant. “Till death do us part,” or, “As long as we both shall live” is a sacred 
covenant promise — the same kind Jesus made with his bride when he died for her. 
Therefore, what makes divorce so horrific in God’s eyes is not merely that it involves 
covenant breaking to the spouse, but that it involves misrepresenting Christ 
commitment in his covenant to  us. Christ will never leave his wife. Ever. There may 
be times of painful distance and tragic backsliding on our part. But Christ keeps his 
promises forever. Marriage is a display of that! 
In Genesis 2:25 says, “And the man and his wife were both naked and were not 
ashamed.” Why does the biblical story of the foundation of marriage end on that note 
just before the Fall? The answer will lead us, I think, to some very practical counsel 
that I pray will help us in our marriages fulfill the great purposes God has for us. After 
the fall they were naked and wanting a cover-up, campaign.  Let’s keep ourself 
washed in the blood, and cover our marriages in His great forgiveness as well, if our 
premarital activities. Join me this morning in praying for the marriages in the body 
and for those who will get married that they start right so to greatly add in finishing 
well. 
	


