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Continuing in our short series “Simile”, we turn again to the chapter of parables 
Matthew 13. This parable begins with the familiar introductory phrase ‘the kingdom of 
heaven is like this …’ Here Jesus is comparing the kingdom of heaven to a hidden 
treasure. He tells the story of man who found a treasure hidden in a field. This 
discovery made the man Joy-filled. He quickly returns it and goes to sell all that he 
owned so that he can buy the field and get the treasure.   
44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, 
he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field. 
Two views: Frist: Is that I the poor sinner has found a treasure in Christ and that, I 
the sinner is willing to give up all else to have him. 
Second: Interpretation is that humanity is the treasure and that Christ is the man who 
found then and gave it all to purchase the whole field. 
Briefly the first view would mandate that we believe that Christ is hidden and by our 
initiative we have come across him and them again through our own efforts we have 
obtained this great treasure. While it is true; that in response to his great love we 
should leave all and follow him, not counting it a sacrifice but a gain. I don’t believe 
that is a strong enough case to make for this parable. 
I really want to spend our short time this morning & look at the second interpretation, 
as I believe it illustrates the Gospel 
Some of us may not be accustomed to think of people as treasures. We were 
brought up understanding because of original sin; Man is sick, corrupt and helpless. 
What value can there be in a man who is totally depraved? And therefore we may 
believe that a sinner has no value until he is saved. But that is not the case.  While 
we were yet sinner Christ gave it all for us.  He came to seek and to save that which 
was lost. And this no more indicates that Christ did not know where we were then the 
Father; when asking Adam where are you? When one is in sin they are described as 
lost, but in reality one is not lost as much as they are hiding! 
In (Zechariah 2:8), God says, He who touches you touches the apple of My eye. 
That’s how much Israel meant to God. Remember that this was said when the nation 
was in complete disobedience. 
Another trilogy of parables: The 1st parable is about lost sheep, the 2nd the lost coin. 
And the 3rd is about the lost son. They all symbolize the lost person. And in each 
story, we are told that the lost people are all extremely valuable to God.  As here in 
Mat’s, the lost treasure.   
This parable is indeed a wonderful picture, which reveals God’s heart for a lost, of 
mankind (created in His likeness). Remember this, Human beings are precious to 
God. They are a treasure, even though they are lost. You and I were part of that lost 
treasure. And Jesus came into the world precisely to find us, a treasure lost and 
buried in the world. Notice that the word ‘buried’ is naturally connected with the idea 
of death in the Bible. Indeed, that’s what we were. We were lost in the sense of 
being dead in trespasses and sins (Eph. 2:1).  JC came to seek and save!    
Jesus says that for one sinner who repents, all the angels in heaven rejoice (Luke 



15:10). What is the point of rejoicing? Man, in spite of his sins, has great value to 
God. Each sinner is so precious to God that when one turns back to Him, heaven 
rejoice. And when many repent, it is like having a treasure with many gems.     
Let’s look at ‘hidden’, a treasure hidden in a field, hidden in the world. We find that 
the word ‘hide’ or ‘hidden’ is often used in the Bible in connection with sin, or with a 
consequence of sin in some way. It starts with Adam; he hid himself from God (Gen. 
3:10). In Amos 9:3, God said to Israel, ‘Though you hide yourself from Me, My 
judgment will catch up with you.’ No sinner can escape the judgment of God. Here 
the warning is addressed to the sinful people of Israel. God declares there is no 
escaping Him, one day we will have to answer. Studying early childhood 
development we find a 2  year old, believes that if they cover their eyes, you can see 
them! The world is full of spiritual tootlers.    
What about the part of the story in which the man, having found the treasure, hides 
that treasure again? That wouldn’t work if we are the man and JC is the treasure, 
once again we are not to hide our relationship with him but rather shout it from the 
hill tops. When we apply it to Jesus being the treasure, it is hard to make sense of it. 
It makes more sense if we say; God, after finding us, hides us again in the field? 
Yes, there is a real richness that comes with this illustration.   
Look at it in the sense that the Lord Jesus hides what is His. He protects His people 
from the judgment of God, from the wrath against sin. When we are saved, Jesus 
hides us in the world in Himself to protect us from the judgment. Remember that we 
are still in the world. ‘I am going to leave you behind in the world,’ the Lord Jesus 
said to His disciples. ‘You will have tribulation. But in Me, you will have peace (John 
16:33).’ In Jn.  18:8-9 8 Jesus answered, “I told you that I am he. If you are looking 
for me, then let these men go.” 9 This happened so that the words he had spoken 
would be fulfilled: “I have not lost one of those you gave me.” 
Paul writes Colossians 3:3: For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in 
God. Our life is hidden in Christ with God. 
But although our life is hidden in Christ, it is still a life lived out on earth. We still have 
to face tribulations. So we are both in the world and in Christ.  We read in Psalm 
31:20, You shall hide them in the secret place of Your presence from the plots of 
man. 
Now notice after hiding them- the word ‘go’, to go away. It is the same word that 
Jesus used about Himself when He talked about leaving and going away from this 
world, as from this field. 
This going away means of course that He was going to die/the price of the field. 
Through His death, He goes to the Father. And what does He do, He buy the whole 
field. The same word is used in 1Cor. 6:20 & 7:23 where it says, ‘You are not your 
own. You were bought with a price.’ That is exactly what the parable is saying. Jesus 
bought us. He created us, Adam sold mankind into slavery and now JC has 
redeemed us to Himself.   
The same point is made in 2Peter 2:1But there were also false prophets among the 
people, just as there will be false teachers among you. They will secretly introduce 
destructive heresies, even denying the sovereign Lord who bought them—bringing 
swift destruction on themselves. Notice, these false prophets /teachers were also 
bought by the Lord. But they denied Him who bought them. You see, Jesus did not 



die only for the Christians. He died for the whole world. He bought the whole field. 
This is even more clearly stated in 1John 2:2 And He Himself is the propitiation for 
our sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole world. In other words, the 
treasure in the field, all the lost sinners in the world, He bought them all. What will he 
do with them? Wait! 
This word ‘sell’ means that He gave up everything for us. And that is exactly what 
Paul says in 2Cor. 8, that though He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, 
that you through His poverty might become rich. The notion that the treasure is 
hidden or lost indicates that God is seeking a response from us. It is not that He 
doesn’t know where we are. Adam, where are you, do you know, where you are right 
now? 
The finder while often presumed to be poor, but willing to give up everything for a 
treasure such as Christ, while good, not as biblically founded in my option as Christ 
being the Man in the field , the field being the world and the treasure all of mankind. 
Christ who was rich giving up all to purchase us. He is the finder of the lost: lost 
sheep, lost coin, lost boys and lost humanity.   
It is my conviction that the parable of the hidden treasure is a teaching on the 
redemption of man. It refers to the saving work of Christ, who sacrificed everything in 
order to save the lost, satisfying the debt; for the wages of sin is death, shielding the 
redeemed from the wrath of God.  Yet we must also know he bought the entire field, 
leaving it to him as to what will happen to those who reject such great a salvation. 2 
Thes. 2: They perish because they refused to love the truth and so be saved.  While 
I wouldn’t accuse JC of being a hoarder we have to say he’s not quick to throughout 
any of mankind to soon. 
And we are told why in 2 Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as 
some understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to 
perish, but everyone to come to repentance.  You belong to Him, he bought you, and 
you can repent and be saved, or reject and perish! There is no third choice! 
So What? What is this simile given to us for? I believe to assist us in explaining the 
gospel; it is like something you might be able to understand while it in itself is almost 
uncomprehendable.  Mankind is like the most valuable treasure of all God’s creation, 
he sent his son Jesus to buy at a cost of everything – his very life to redeem (buy 
back) what Adam traded off for a little  applesauce. The  simile is  to help us  “get  it”. 
Do you get it?  
	


