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Wait for It...

SUMMER!

LET’S CELEBRATE!

Back to Summer Get Together for BLHA members at the Thirsty Otter, Saturday, May 31 from 3 to 5. Come,
mingle, renew summer friendships. Free appetizers and Happy Hour Drink prices.
“I had that familiar conviction that life was beginning over again with the summer.” F. Scott Fitzgerald, The Great Gatsby

Return to Wake Robin: One Cabin in the
Heyday of Northwoods Resorts By Marnie Mamminga (2012)
An excerpt from

Finally, we were here.
And then the door swung open, and we rushed
into the cabin's dim darkness.
"We get the boys' room!" my brothers yelled.
"We get the porch!" my sister and I answered.
Spanning out, we took in all our beloved details:
the green breadbox with its colorful little painted
maiden dancing amid her flowers; the kitchen
table tacked with its red-checkered oil cloth; the
white-and-black enamel stove with its antique
copper kettle and tin coffeepot waiting on the back
burners for a hot brew. We peeked into the bedroom to the left with the green metal double bed Nature Photography by Brian Collins, naturalist and
and matching dresser and mirror and then skipped Biology instructor. To see more of his work and folover to the bedroom on the right with its twin beds low his wildlife odyssey One Thousand Days in
and twigged curtain rods draped with our grand- Nature, visit saintcroixbirdsblogspot.com
mother's original wooden-ringed cotton curtains.Satiating our curiosity that all was as we had left it, on we flowed like a troop of ants into the living
room, where the eight-point buck seemed to wink a welcoming smile from his mount high over the mantle. One of us slipped the leather tong latch from the heavy wooden door's iron holder, and we streamed
into the porch's lovely dampness.
Below us glistened the moonlit waters of Big Spider Lake. From our porch perch on the hill, we heard the
gentle break of waves on the shoreline calling to us with its midnight splendor.
"Can we go down to the lake?" we asked our mother.
"If you go quietly," she said.
"Take this flashlight and watch each other," our father added. "I'll plug in the fuses and the lights will be
on in a few minutes."
Leaving baby Mary back with our mother, the four of us joyfully stumbled down the long steps, the leader
occasionally remembering to shine the flashlight forward and backward so that we all might see and not
fall. Spilling out onto our dock, we surveyed the beauty of the night. By now, the moon had climbed high
into the sky, outlining the magnificence of the lovely long island stretched out in front of us; to the north
rested the clear silhouette of the tiny island we'd named Sunrise Island, and far across the shore blinked
the yard light from Hans Roost Resort.
Most of the cabins were sleeping quietly in the dark, so we could only wonder which lake friends might
be up. As we peered intently into the moonlit water, we were reassured to see the brawny boulders that
served as our stepping-stones for swimming still in their rightful place.
Standing side by side in a shared sense of camaraderie, we gazed out at the dancing path of moonlight
that crossed the lake to exactly where we stood on the dock, as though it were a straight link from heaven above. Tilting our heads back, we drank in the majesty of the twinkling stars sparkling against the backdrop of black velvet sky, a million times brighter than we ever saw them back home. A soft lake breeze
brushed our cheeks like angel wings.
Suddenly, the lights winked on in the cabin, and our father switched on the outside light to guide our way
back up.
"Come on up now," he gently called. "It's past
Recommended cabin reading:
2 o'clock. We'll unpack the car in the morning."
Return to Wake Robin: One Cabin in the Heyday
Racing up the steps to our awaiting beds, we
of Northwoods Resorts by Marnie Mamminga
recognized even as young children, how
In
the preface to her memoir, Marnie Mamminga writes:
blessed we were to be back again. Abounding
Return to Wake Robin is a series of vignettes reflecting on
gratefulness was our prayer as we climbed into
the golden years of Northwoods resorts through the history
chilly sheets under wool World War II blankets.
of one camp and cabin from the 1920s through the 1960s:
Soon the quiet calm of the forest enfolded us,
my family's 1929 log cabin, Wake Robin, and the former
and the steamy cornfields that initiated our
neighboring resort, Moody's Camp, both located on Big
long odyssey vaporized like a dream into the
Spider Lake—part of a chain of five lakes connected by
beguiling thoroughfares—near Hayward, Wisconsin. This
cool night air.
time frame represents the historical high point of camps and
A loon's lullaby filled the night. As we drifted
cabins, sandwiched between the turn-of-the-last-century logoff to sleep, we knew a peace like none other.
ging era and the 1970s right-angle turn toward modernized
Reprinted with permission of the
lake homes, condo associations, and Jet Skis.
Wisconsin Historical Society
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Bridge Complete! Millpond Here We Come! (and Go!)

The culvert that passed under County Road I from Town Bay to the Millpond has been replaced by a beautiful twenty-foot-wide bridge. A paved walking path on the North side runs from Park Drive to the village
beach. Take a drive over to see it; or better yet, take your boat.
Photos submitted
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Excavating
Since 1990

• Aggregate Products • Sand • Blackdirt
• Demolition • Basements & Sewer Systems
• Road Building • Large & Small Site Work

715-825-3513

nte@lakeland.ws • 1514 190th Ave. Unit 2A • Unity Business Park
106 Indianhead Shores Drive • Balsam Lake
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1472 200th Avenue • Balsam Lake, WI 54810
Greg Strilzuk: 715-825-2202 • Brenda Strilzuk: 715-554-2542
Complete Landscape Service and Garden Center
Specializing in Hardscapes
Full Retail Garden Center ~ Property Maintenance
Bundle & Save! ~ Greenhouse Open Early May!

www.lakeside-landscaping.com
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Winterization, Shrink Wrap & In/Outdoor Storage Available
**New Storage Customers ~ Mention This Ad & SAVE $25**
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Follow the news that affects your
home/cabin all year.

Mark Your Calendars!

May 23/24: Boater’s Safety Course
Friday 5-9 p.m.
Saturday 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

May 31: Welcome to Summer Party!
3-5 p.m. Thirsty Otter

Subscribe to our print or e-edition
by visiting our website
at leadernewsroom.com or call
715-327-4236

June 13: Balsam Lake Farmers Market
Fridays 3-6 p.m., parking lot
Our Lady of the Lakes

June 14: BLYC Regatta
June 21: Wooden Boat Cruise
June 28: BL Invitational Ski Show
7 p.m. Paradise Landing

July 4-6: Balsam Lake Freedom Festival
1105 Wisconsin Avenue South
Frederic, Wisconsin 54837
Bus. Phone 715-327-4217 • Toll-Free 1-888-327-4217 • Cell 715-554-0231

larsenauto.com

TOM MARTINI
Sales Representative

Friday, July 4
Fireworks at dusk
Saturday, July 5
Boat Parade 3 p.m.
Sunday, July 6
Parade 2 p.m.
A complete schedule will be included in the next issue.

July 12: BLYC Regatta
July 19: Wooden Boat Cruise
July 19: BL Protection and
Rehabilitation District

Chevrolet Trucks

Annual Meeting
Unity School Auditorium

August 9: BLHA Annual Meeting
Paradise Landing

BLYC Regatta
August 16: Wooden Boat Cruise
August 31: BL Water Ski Show Team
6 p.m., Paradise Landing

September 6: Farewell to Summer Party
September 20: Wooden Boat Cruise

WaterWorks
Irrigation LLC
* Winner Minnesota Nursery and
Landscape Assn.
* 2001 & 2002 “Honors Award” for
Best Residential Design and Installation
Tom Magnafici
Office 651-755-9222
1818 120th Ave. • St. Croix Falls, WI 54024
www.waterworksweb.com
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YOUR SOURCE FOR
JOHN DEERE
EQUIPMENT!

Osceola 715-294-2191
New Richmond 715-246-6565
Turtle Lake 715-986-4403
www.frontieragturf.com
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Your Lakeshore Specialist

email: lindaandersen@edinarealty.com
www.lindaandersen.edinarealty.com

I SPECIALIZE IN LAKESHORE!
I LIVE LOCALLY ON CEDAR LAKE, AND AM BASED IN
WOODBURY, MN, TO GIVE YOUR PROPERTY MAXIMUM
EXPOSURE TO THE TWIN CITIES MARKET.

VISIT MY WEBSITE:

Bruce Seagren

FindYourLakePlace.com

612-396-1106
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OPENING APRIL 26, 2014

Unity Custom Services
Mobile Storage Units
Five sizes available, ranging from 8’X16’ to
8’X24’ with a height of 8’.
Protect Household Goods during construction.
Protect your Car, Motorcycle or Boat year round.
Have a storage unit on your own property.
Protect goods and supplies during construction.

Hours: 1-9 p.m. M, W, T, F, S, S
Closed on Tuesday
See us on Facebook: Balsamlakeicecreamshoppe
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We also sell Wood Pellet Grills and
Wood Pellets
Contact UCS For All Your Mobile Storage
And Pellet Grill Needs!

715-825-5901
215 Stokley Rd., Milltown
www.unitycustomservices.com

June 2014

BALSAM LAKE
HARDWARE,
RENTAL & U-HAUL
Genesis EP-310™ Gas Grill
• Cooking Grates: 7mm Stainless Steel
• Flavorizer® Bars: Stainless Steel

MAP:

74900 LP
$
76900 NG (black only)
$

Weber 22.5”
One-Touch®
Silver Charcoal Grill
MAP:

$

99

00

907 Frontage Road • Balsam Lake, WI 54810

Phone: (715) 485-3267
www.balsamlakehardware.com
www.communityhotline.com

SUNDAY HOURS: 9 A.M. - 2 P.M.

STORE HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sat. 8 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun. 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

Service With A Smile

June 2014

We Accept Visa, MasterCard and Discover
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Histories From Around the Lake: Perry Mound

I grew up in a small mill town that happened to be located by some beautiful lakes of its own. I never had the reason or opportunity to stay at any of the fine resorts that lined those lakes. However, when I moved to this area in the
mid-seventies, I was fortunate enough to live at two resorts: Holin's East Balsam Lake Resort and Perry Mound. How
lucky I was to finally have a place (albeit temporary) on the beautiful Balsam Lake!
As anyone over 50 knows, the landscape of resort towns and the lakes that created them has changed dramatically.
In the preface to her memoir Return to Wake Robin, Marnie Mamminga writes:
The log cabins are disappearing.
The camps are nearly gone as well. Like the early morning mist slowly vaporizing on the water, so, too, have vanished the ribbed wooden rowboats, the sound of squeaking oar locks, the red-and-white bobbers bobbing off lines at
sunset, the call of square dances, the warm blow of kerosene lanterns, the putzing purr of 3-horsepower motors, the
ring of the lodge bell, the combined laughter of chore boys and cabin girls.
The remaining relics symbolic of this era, these quaint log cabins are swiftly being replaced by large, suburban-style
homes along the shorelines of Northwoods lakes. Sadly, with these teardowns a valuable history of a time, place, and
culture is vanishing.
To help preserve some of the history of that culture, wouldn't it be a good project to gather a history of the resorts
that once lined the shores of Balsam Lake? If you have stories, information, pictures you'd be willing to share for future
issues of Shorelines, please contact me at http://balsamlake.com/home.htm

PERRY MOUND, The First Resort on Balsam Lake?

1874-1944: The Early, Missing Years
In 1874 the state of Wisconsin sold the property Perry Mound sits on to the Wisconsin Northern Railway. The property passed through many hands until an L. A. Perry bought the property from a D. C. Coolidge in 1913.
Who were the elusive Perrys of Perry Mound?
We're not sure who L. A. Perry was. The owners at the time of the next sale (1944) are listed as Mr. and Mrs. E. C.
Perry. A Mr. E. C. Perry was a Balsam Lake Supervisor from 1923-1928 and 1941-1945. Know about the Perrys? Let
us know too.
1944-1946: The Seiberts
At this point, not much information has been gathered about Clarence and Grace Seibert and their ownership of the
Mound. The war time years were tough on many Northern Wisconsin Resorts. Food, gas and tire rationing had to be
dealt with. Maybe that was part of the reason for the short ownership. Maybe not. If you can help us with information
about the Seiberts, please do!
1946-1976: The Johnston Years
Earl and Lorraine had been through a number of ventures before Perry Mound. Car sales, a fish business, the lumber business, the shipyards during WWII. Earl writes in his scrapbook, "Guess I'll try the resort business." He and a
partner opened Greenwood Lake Lodge in Grand Marais, Minnesota. Looking around for the next adventure, Earl spotted this ad. In his scrapbook, Earl had written "TIME TO MAKE A CHANGE. THIS LOOKS INTERESTING!"
Perry Mound Resort, Balsam Lake, Wisconsin, has about 9 a. with 900 ft. of good sandy lakeshore on beautiful Balsam
Lake with its more than 300 miles of lakeshore. Balsam Lake is
famous for its large black crappies and black bass. The main
lodge is on a knoll with a beautiful view of the lake, has dining
room 25 x 30, spacious equipped kitchen, lounge with fireplace,
private sleeping room down, ten furnished sleeping rooms up
and room for more. There is a large screened porch around two
sides of lodge. There are 8 cabins, mostly with 3 rooms and
screened porch. There is a separate building which has a laundry room, work shop and garage with 3 sleeping rooms above
for the help, icehouse, large garden plot. Lodge and laundry
rooms have running water which can easily be extended to all
buildings. High line electricity. 8 boats. They have a beer
license and liquor license is possible as this place is in the village limits. This place has an enviable reputation for good
meals, serving 250 to 300 on Saturday evenings. Taxes $87,
Price $14,000 half cash, terms on balance.
And so they purchased the property.
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During the course of their ownership, the Johnstons built up the resort by putting in two
new cabins (one a dormitory and the other a rental unit.) They also remodeled all the cabins. The large living room in the main lodge was remodeled in 1956 to match the dining
room.
Although Perry Mound was a popular resort under the American Plan, locals would crowd
the dining room on the weekends for the good food. Well-known for her chicken, pancakes,
and orange muffins, Lorraine was the head cook and organizer while Earl took care of maintence and the resorts grounds, which for a time included a small golf course.
In the 1958 edition of the Duncan Hines "Vacation Guide," Perry Mound was listed as the
only resort in Balsam Lake and was recommended among some 1,000 vacation places in
the United States. National recognition for this local resort!
1968 ushered in the "new" Perry Mound under the Johnstons. Gone were many of the cabins, sold off to those who wanted a lake cabin of their own. The Johnstons kept three cabins as rentals but remodeled the lodge into four luxury apartments, one for the owners and
three to rent on a year-round basis. The spacious "sun decks" overlooking Balsam were a selling point!

The Current Owners: Dave and Pat Stark
In 1976, Dave and Pat had been married for seven years and had three children. Dave had been teaching history at
Unity for seven years. During the summer months he had been travelling back to Ellsworth, WI to help on the family
farm and help his father who was a well known mason in that area. As with many
adventures, owning the Mound began with a comment Dave made in the teacher's
workroom about needing to find summer employment closer to home. Fellow teacher
Don Leisch, who'd lately become a real estate agent, remarked that Dave should buy a
resort. Dave related that they had set up a viewing of a local resort, but the night before
the walk through the resort sold. Don then suggested looking at Perry Mound. Dave
commented that they never thought they could afford Perry Mound, so they didn't want
to look at it. Don persisted and, Dave remarked, "It was like every time I put a roadblock, the next day something knocked it down."
And Perry Mound, with its three cabins and five apartments, became their home where
they raised those three lovely children and their 'summer' business. It wasn't necessarily as easy as they thought it
might be at first. Dave continued teaching and coaching, and remained in the Army Reseves (652nd Eng. Co.) while
Pat worked as an x-ray tech then later as a bank teller. With Dave serving in the Reserves, Pat became proficient in
handyman repair! Overall, they both agree there are more plusses than minuses. They have met wonderful people,
many who've been coming to the resort for decades. They have formed friendships that have lasted through lifetimes.
Corby (daughter) remembers it this way:
"When I think back on growing up at Perry Mound, I think of Mr. Ed Ekberg "the Krappie Killer" with his boat of the
same name. I think of sitting in the fish house watching Mr. Schulenberg with fascination as he filleted fish with his
electric knife; my mother deciding I was
better suited for the outdoor work than
helping clean the cabins with my sister,
and my father constantly sneaking up
behind me as I mowed lawn with his
John Deere, reminding me to go slower
(we still disagree on the appropriate
speed to mow the lawn). I think of the
inevitable calm of summer Sunday
nights that often left Balsam Lake looking like glass, and having free reign with
my siblings to play, swim and explore. I
will forever be grateful for the people
I've met, the stories I've heard, and the
memories I have because I grew up on
Balsam Lake at Perry Mound."
The Mound still operates three seasonal cabins and four year around apartments. For more info contact: Perry
Mound Rentals, 101 Perry Mound Road,
Balsam Lake, WI 54810-9001 or
dpstark@centurytel.net
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Always Good Times at the Lake

all photos submitted

From action-packed to laid back, we love our lake.
Camera at the ready? Get snapping now because a photo contest is in the works. Watch for details in future
issues.
12
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"If people concentrated on the
really important things in life,
there'd be a shortage of
fishing poles."
Doug Larson
American columnist

To caption or not? Most pictures explain themselves.
Most. The boy carrying the goose creates some
interesting conjecture. And the fisherman? Tom
Verplank and his boys (Sheryl and Carl Holmgren's
grandkids): Warren (The Fisherman) and Nathan
(The Lookout).
June 2014
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A Word from the DNR

Dear Boat Owner:
This letter is to inform you of the boat registration
regulations in Wisconsin and to respectfully remind
you that this is the time of year to register or renew
your boat registration. Please read the following
two paragraphs to learn if this letter applies to you
and the boat you use on Wisconsin waters.
• If your boat is already registered in Wisconsin
and expires this year, this is a reminder to
renew your boat registration before June 30,
2014.
• If you own a boat registered in another state
AND you use it on Wisconsin waters, this letter is provided to you with the goal to help
you understand Wisconsin's requirements.
continue to read this letter.
The following boats are required to be registered
in WI:
1) Equipped with any type of motor (gas or
electric).
2) Sailboats greater than 12 feet in length.
3) The boat is used primarily in Wisconsin.
4) The boat is kept in Wisconsin for more than
60 consecutive dates.
Please note: Canoes do not need to be registered unless equipped with a motor or a sail.
If you determined your boat requires Wisconsin
Registration, please take action to get your boat
into compliance. You may complete your boat reg-
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istration: online, by U.S. Mail or in-person at a
Wisconsin DNR Service Center.
You can find documents and information regarding
how to register your boat at dnr.wi.gov. Use the
search keywords “boat registration.”
If you have any questions or need assistance in
this process, please contact the Department of
Natural Resources' customer service office at the
toll-free number -- 1-888-936-7463. The line is
staffed 7 days a week from 7 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Sincerely,
Christopher Spaight
Conservation Warden
715-463-2900
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It’s All About the Boats!

Boater’s Safety Course
Memorial Weekend

The course, instructed by Police Chief Tom Thompson
(485-3544), begins Friday night, May 23 (5-9 p.m.)
and continues Saturday, May 24 (10-2) at the Balsam
Lake Village Hall (404 Main Street).
Just a reminder that anyone born on or after 1989 is
required to complete a boating safety course to legally operate a motorized boat or PC on Wisconsin
waters. However, the DNR recommends that all operators complete a safety course. Go to dnr.wi.gov for
more information and to register. You will need a DNR
Customer ID number to complete registration. (When
you go to the website, tap on EDUCATION in the top
menu bar. Or call WI DNR at 1-888-936-7463.)
Participants must be at least 11 years old, but the
certificate doesn’t become valid until the child reaches 12.

Sail Away! Regatta Expands

Vintage Boat Monthly Cruise

If you have a vintage wooden speedboat or classic
fiberglass boat, please join us for a monthly group
cruise leaving from the docks at Paradise Landing, the
third Saturday of June, July, August and September at
11:00 am. We can return to Paradise for lunch for anyone who's interested. In case of rain, make it Sunday.
Please shoot an email to Bruce Bildsten at bbildsten@comcast.net so we can put you on the email list.

Balsam Lake Boat Parade

The boat parade will be held on Saturday, July
5, beginning at 3 p.m. in East Balsam.
Participants meet around 2:45 in East Balsam to
line up. We plan to continue the tradition of having the wood boats lead again this year. If you
would like to participate, please send your
name, address, boat theme (if any) and phone
number to daveturbenson@yahoo.com or call
612-207-9023. If you know anyone who has
participated in the past, they will tell you the
whole experience is a blast!

June 2014
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For each of the past two years the Balsam Lake Yacht
Club has hosted an annual regatta in August. With the
successful turnout and excitement of the many
sailors, we are hosting three regattas this summer,
the second Saturday of each month: June 14, July 12,
and August 9.
Meet at Ward's resort on Main Bay near Hwy. 46 at
1:00 for registration, a captain's meeting at 1:30 with
racing beginning at 2:00. After the races refreshments, awards, stories and gloating again at Ward's
resort. A big thank you to the Ward family for supporting this activity.
Please mark your calendars to sail, spectate or just
socialize.
If you have any questions, contact
Elliott@Mallin.com

Balsam Lake Homeowners'
Coupon For Boat Decorations
To Be Used At Balsam Lake Hardware Hank
Name _______________________________________
Lake Address ________________________________
Amount Used ________________________________
(To be used for boat decoration supplies only, up to $25 value.)

15

TRUSTED
IRRIGATION LAKE SERVICES
TOWING
QUALITY EXPERTS, LLC UNLIMITED
& RECOVERY
JONZY MARKET CLEANING, LLC
We work with all types of
irrigation systems & provide the
following services:
• Installs
• Service calls
• Spring start-up
• Lake pumps
• Fall winterization
Call toll-free for more details or to
set up an appointment:

Cleaning customized to fit your needs.
Home, Business or Cabin Services.

When you’re “North of Hwy 8” – please stop
into our “Country Convenience Store.”

• Beer/liquor/wine
• Grocery – fabulous meat selection
• All sorts of snacks
• Gasoline/disesel
• Propane tank exchange
• Tackle/live bait
• Fishing/hunting licenses
• Firewood – bundles or bulk
Summer hours: 6 a.m. - 11 p.m.
Winter hours: 6 a.m. - 10 p.m.

We have nationally certified
operators & several locations to
better serve you.
• 24/7 service • Live phone operators
• Auto club affiliated
• Local & long distance transport
• Flatbeds & heavy duty • Lockouts
LOCATIONS
• Main Shop/Office,
1043 - 185th Ave., Balsam Lake, WI
• Amery Towing, Amery, WI
• Border Towing, St. Croix Falls, WI
• Custom Towing, Frederic, WI
Call toll-free: 1-888-811-5753

1-888-270-1338
• Daily • Bi-Weekly • Weekly
• Monthly • Annual
Call toll-free for more details:

LAKE
SERVICES UNLIMITED LANDSCAPE & MAINTENANCE
A wide range of materials and services to meet all your landscaping and maintenance needs. Delivery and installation of
Call: 715-857-5753

1-888-259-6171

any material is available. FREE loading and great availability.

SERVICES

MATERIALS
• Dyed and nondyed wood mulch
• Pulverized and economy top soil
• Many varieties of trap rock
• Three types of Class 5 driveway
materials
• Many varieties of decorative rock

• Retaining wall
block
• Step units –
Mysticrete
• Dekorra rock
enclosures

• Landscape installation
• Regular lawn cutting, including
trimming and blowing off
• Pre- & post-emergent weed control
• Spring and fall clean-up
• Fertilizing • Liming

• Mulch rejuvenation
• Flower and plant care
• Lake weed removal
• Dock/lift installation
and removal
• Snow removal

For more information, contact us today! 1043 - 185th Ave. • Balsam Lake, WI
Toll-free: 1-888-811-5753 • E-mail: jill@lakeservicesunlimited.com • Web: www.lakeservicesunlimited.com

www.lakeservicesunlimited.com
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The Opening Season

I've lived near water for as long as I can remember.
Growing up in the small resort town of Alexandria,
Minnesota, we had at least fifty lakes at our disposal,
many of them within biking distance from our home. I
was a “townie,” and many of my friends lived on the lake,
so I would tirelessly ride my bike to
meet them at the beach on summer
afternoons with a jelly sandwich and
an apple tucked into my towel.
When I wasn't spending time at
the local lakes, I was at this friend's
cabin, or that family member's cottage. Some of my best memories
were tagging along on the first trip of
the season to get the cabin or cottage
ready for summer. Now I live as a
rural resident of Balsam Lake,
Wisconsin, with about as many lakes
near me as I had growing up, so not
much has changed. My boyfriend's family has a cottage
in Jim Falls and opening it up for the summer never fails
to bring me back to the time when I was just a small
town girl filled with summer's promises.
Something about turning the buttoned up cottage
inside out: replacing storm windows with screens, shaking out rugs, and turning on the pump brightens my
senses and helps me rid my soul of winter's burdens. By
early afternoon most of the work has been done and I
can sit on the decaying dock, lichens digging into the
backs of my thighs, toes dipped in the lake, and enjoy a
cool drink, just as I did ten, twenty, and thirty years ago.
There are rituals here that must be kept: hunting for
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the prettiest rocks along the shore, getting our ankles
tangled in weeds, hanging wet bathing suits on rope
strung between two trees, playing lawn darts in the sun,
searching the woods for campfire kindling, playing cribbage after dinner, and feeling the effects of the day's sun
on our faces. I have never gotten
over the thrill of having a tug at the
end of my line, be it a tiny pumpkin
sunfish or a giant northern.
Putting a worm on a hook or taking a fish off my line always brings
me back to being in a boat with my
sister and my dad, the big blocky
orange life preserver up around my
shoulders, up to my ears, and my
dad saying we were officially old
enough to start baiting our hooks and
taking the fish off by ourselves. I
remember the first few attempts at
getting a sunfish off my hook, the top fins raking the
insides of my fingers, but not being upset about it
because I was feeling so adult doing this by myself.
After a day of fishing and frolicking, nighttime
descends upon the cottage. I hear the call of the loon,
and see the moon's reflection on the black stillness of the
water for what feels like both the first time and the millionth time. Surrounded by fresh air and pine, I realize I
am more myself here than anywhere else. I may be older,
but this place takes me back - - every time.
--Christine Carlson is a freelance writer who lives in
Balsam Lake and works as an event planner at
Dancing Dragonfly Winery in St. Croix Falls, Wisconsin.
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K & J’s
COMPLETE
CABIN CARE
* Cabin Cleaning
* Weekly or Biweekly Cleaning
* Window Cleaning
* New Construction &
* Fall Closing
Remodeling
* Winter Home Watch
* Tile/Stone/Fireplace Specialist
All your needs wrapped up in one!
Insured/30 Years’ Combined Experience
Please Call Jim or Kris at

715-768-0475 or 715-768-0355

Why settle for a non-electric softener?
Today, homeowners prefer high efficiency
appliances. The Culligan® High Efficiency
can provide big savings compred to nonelectric softeners and uses less energy
while saving you time around your home.
Now that’s efficient. Culligan HE.

Milltown, Rice Lake & Hayward
Box 3 • Milltown • 715-825-3550
www.culliganrl@chibardun.net

better water. pure and simple.

®

INSTALLING & MAINTAINING
SUSTAINABLE LANDSCAPES

* FULL SERVICE LAWN & SNOW MAINTENANCE
* RAIN GARDENS * INFILTRATION PITS * SHORELINE RESTORATION
* LOW VOLTAGE LIGHTING * HYDRO-SEEDING * RETAINING WALLS
* BULK ROCK & MULCHES * TOPSOIL
* TREES & SHRUBS * PERENNIALS & ANNUALS
* FRESH FLOWERS & GREEN PLANTS
Free Estimates, Fully Insured
Shop For Flowers 24 Hours A Day - www.balsamlakeprolawn.com

1-888-374-8894 • 715-485-3131
916 BADGER DR., BALSAM LAKE, WI NEXT TO HARDWARE HANK
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OFFICE BUILDING FOR SALE

911 Frontage Road
Balsam Lake

$

135,000

REITEN’S TREE
SERVICE LLC
Call 715-268-9707 For Details

Invitational Ski Show
Returns

You won't want to miss this annual event showcasing local skiers performing with some of the very
best show skiers from the Midwest. As always, prepare to see human pyramids, barefooting, jumps
and other aerial acrobatics on the water.
The show is free and fun for all ages. Spectators
are encouraged to bring a blanket or chair to sit on
the lawn in front of Paradise Landing or come by
boat. Please respect the area of the show course on
the water if you come by boat in order to maintain
the safety of our skiers and boat drivers.
For more information please see our website:
BLWSST.com.
We look forward to seeing you all there for
another fantastic ski show on Balsam Lake!

reitenstreeservice.com

* Tree Removal * Brush Chipping & Clean Up
* Trimming * Lot & Land Clearing * Stump Grinding
* Landscaping
Commercial - Residential

Jon Reiten

CERTIFIED
ARBORIST

1242 150th Avenue
Balsam Lake, Wisconsin

Country Store
& Sugarhouse

715-268-6890

Since 1986

Maple Syrup • Cheese
Wine • Craft Beers

The Balsam Lake Water Ski Show Team hosts
the 7th Annual Balsam Lake Invitational Ski
Show (BLISS) on Saturday, June 28th, 2014
at 7:00 p.m. in front of Paradise Landing.

FREE Farm Tour & Samples
800.310.5050 • glennafarms.com
Hwy. 8 & 120th Street • Look for signs!
Store Hours: M - Sat. 10 - 5; Sun. 11 - 4

Mon.-Sat. 10-6
Sun. 10-2
201 Main Street
Balsam Lake
715-485-3780
651-206-3165
* Custom embroidery and monogramming
* Direct to garment printing and screen printing
* Featuring Balsam Lake and Wisconsin apparel and gifts
* Promotional products for all your needs
If you imagine it – we can design and print it!

June 2014
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Published and distributed three times a year, during the summer
months, to over 800 homes adjacent to Balsam Lake, Wis., by The
Balsam Lake Homeowners' Association, a private, non-profit volunteer organization supported by membership dues, contributions and
advertising subsidies. Comments and advertising inquiries are invited by the Internet at www.balsamlake.com or via mail at Box 8,
Balsam Lake, WI 54810.

I owe many people a big THANK YOU for their help with
this, my first issue of Shorelines. To Debbie and Gayle,
(I promise not so many emails and questions in the future.)
To Corby, Pat and Dave Stark for continuing to answer
the phone and respond to Facebook messages. To my
go-to friends, Christine and Brian. To Dave T. and the rest
of the BLHA board members for their support. To
Carl Holmgren for sharing info and photos. To all those who
sent me such awesome photos. Thanks so much, Sue
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FURNITURE, CUSTOM WINDOW COVERINGS,
MATTRESSES, FLOOR COVERINGS &
OUTDOOR FURNITURE
Family Owned
Celebrating Our 58th Year
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FREE DELIVERY
to the

TWIN CITIES, TOO!

Since 1956 - Find Out Why

FREE DELIVERY
Up to 100-mile radius.

Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.;
Sat. 8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.

DOWNTOWN LUCK, WI
715-472-2487

Visit our website:

jensenfurnitureluck.com
FINANCING AVAILABLE

Custom Draperies • Floor Covering • Complete Home Furnishings
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Comfort Systems
Plumbing, Heating & Air Conditioning
2171 Fairgrounds Rd.
St. Croix Falls, WI 54024
715-483-9036
Call About Our Energy-Efficient
Complete Systems

KINDLED HEARTH FIREPLACE STORE
Downtown Cumberland • 715-822-5355 • Fax 715-822-2419
Gas, Wood,
Pellet, Coal &
Electric

Complete Sales,
Installation &
We Service
All Brands!

Fireplaces,
Inserts
& Freestanding
Stoves!

Like Us On

Email: khearth@chibardun.net
Website: www.kindledhearthfireplacestore.com

INDIANHEAD
SUPPER CLUB
107 Indianhead Shores
Balsam Lake, WI 54810
Reservations Appreciated

715-485-3359

Open Wed. (after Memorial Day) Thurs., Fri. & Sat. at 5 p.m.

Specials
Walleye Wednesday: Walleye Dinner. . $14.95
Thursday: Jumbo Shrimp Dinner . . $14.95
All You Can Eat
Baby Back Ribs . . . . . . $12.95
Fri. & Sat.: Fish Fry (Fri. Only) & Prime Rib
All dinners include soup or salad & choice of potato or rice.

Outside
Dining
Available!

Nightly Specials Plus Many New Menu Items &
Your Old Favorites Prepared By Chef Roark!
If you haven’t been to see us lately, come in & try
our great food & service in our cozy dining room.

Celebrating 50 Years On Balsam Lake!

AT THE LAKE REALTY

Jeanne Lindberg
Cell 715-220-3125

Linda Hol
Cell 715-497-9019

Visit Us Online At: www.atthelakerealtyllc.com
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Does Your
Open 4 p.m. Wed.-Sat.;
Sunday 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Dining On Beautiful
Pike Lake

HOME OR CABIN
Need a New Basement?
Leaking, structural problems or the need
to modernize?
We can do all aspects of your
construction project.

Charbroiled Steaks - Seafood - BBQ Ribs - Etc.
Music & Dancing - Wednesday

1-715-268-8774

12 miles south of Balsam Lake
Also Wedding Receptions - Banquets - Reunions
Tony Wolter & Family
On Pike Lake - Amery, Wis. - One mile north of Amery on
Hwy. 46, 1/2 mile west on County Road H.

Save on
Window Cleaning!

LiteHOUSE
Moving & Lifting Houses

(715) 825-4497

office: 715.483.7030
mobile: 612-701.0095
signaturewindowcleaning@yahoo.com
signaturewindowcleaning.net

$40.00 value!
Call 715-825-2171 or 715-472-2101 • www.lakeland.ws

Receive a $20.00 discount upon the completion of interior windows,
exterior windows and screens. Receive an additional $20.00
voucher when you refer a new window cleaning client!

We are an experienced Tile & Stone Contractor
committed to making our clients vision a reality.
Licensed & Insured - Since 1998
References Available
Upon Request

715-377-8093 • johnsontile.stone@gmail.com
• Floors
• Fireplaces
• Back Splashes
• Showers
• Interior &
Exterior Stonework
• Remodel or New
Construction
June 2014
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PRESRT Standard
U.S. Postage
PAID
St. Croix Falls, WI
Permit No. 104

HOMEOWNERS’
ASSOCIATION
Box 8 - Balsam Lake, WI 54810

Forwarding Service Requested

Three Times Every Summer

Come See Our
NEW 6000 Ft. Showroom!

-Pontoons By Crest
-Outboard Motors By
Suzuki and Mercury
-Centurion
-StarCraft
-Lifts and Docks By
Shoremaster &
Porta-Dock

Let Our Certified Mechanics Handle Your Repair Needs!
252 COUNTY ROAD I, BALSAM LAKE, WI 54810
1 MILE EAST OF BALSAM LAKE NEXT TO PARADISE LANDING

• FULLY STOCKED MARINE STORE
W/ON-WATER GAS
• SLUSHIES • ICE CREAM • BEER
• POP • CHIPS • CANDY

715-485-3393
WWW.SUNNYSIDEMARINA.NET
INFO@SUNNYSIDEMARINA.NET
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