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Shorelines
Published By The Balsam Lake Homeowners’ Association

A volunteer, nonprofit organization serving the lake community since 1974.
Member Website: 

www.balsamlake.com

FREEDOM FEST = MAKE A SPLASH!

Welcome to summer from the DuFour family and friends!
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BOAT PARADE ROUTE
Saturday, July 6

3 p.m.

Balsam Lake Homeowners’ 
Coupon For Boat Decorations

To Be Used At 
Balsam Lake Hardware Hank
Name 

Lake Address 

Amount Used 
(To be used for boat decoration supplies only, up to $25 value.)

FREEDOM FEST ACTIVITIES
Boat Parade - Saturday, July 6, at 3 p.m.
Who comes up with these crazy ideas? 
Your neighbors.
Prepare for the annual boat parade; it’s a tradition loved by kids and adults. Local businesses, 

organizations, schools and clubs are welcome to join the fun. In fact, they support the event with 
coupons and prizes. Balsam Lake Hardware offers a discount on decorating supplies, and certificates 
from local restaurants are given to the top five-rated boats. It’s teambuilding at its best!
Participants meet in East Balsam at 2:45 p.m., just past the big narrows (see parade route below). The 

judge blows the horn at 3 p.m. with wood boats leading the parade.
Please contact Dave Turbenson at daveturbenson@yahoo.com if you would like to confirm a spot in the 
parade or if you have questions. Preregistration is requested but not required.

All Weekend
Softball Tourney at Pine Park 

Friday, July 5
6 p.m. - Hot Rod Tractor Pull, Main Street 
Dusk - Fireworks, Town Bay 

Saturday, July 6
7 a.m. - Freedom Fest 5K: Contact Joey, 715-554-7616 
9 a.m.-2 p.m. - Craft Fair, Main Street

If you’re interested in being a vendor for the 
Arts and Craft show,  contact Holly Helms.

3-6 p.m. - Main Street Car Stroll 
8 p.m.-Midnight - Todd Hurst 

Sunday, July 7
9 a.m. - Vintage Car Show, Main Street 
2 p.m. - Parade

www.jensenfurnitureluck.com
DID YOU KNOW?

Good news about winter!!! Esther Nelson, Manager of Balsam Lake Farmer’s Market, explained that the “hard and 
snowy winter in Balsam Lake made maple trees produce more sugar for better maple syrup production.” 

Thank you, Esther, for the upbeat report.
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SHORT SUMMARY 
OF A LONG-RANGE PLAN

Like other cities and villages throughout the country, the Village of Balsam Lake prepares a twenty-year 
comprehensive plan; the most recent plan was initiated in 2009.  Half way through this planning cycle, we 
are seeing the vision as it unfolds and how it may guide Balsam Lake in the future. 

The Balsam Lake Comprehensive Plan, 2009-2029, identifies issues and opportunities related to growth 
rates, housing, transportation, utilities, agriculture, natural and cultural resources, economic development, 
and land use. 

Have you noticed the changes?

According to the report, Balsam Lake anticipates a growth rate of 30 to 48 percent between 2000 and 
2035.  While this is above the state average, it isn’t startling since the national average growth rate is close to 
1 percent each year. To sustain the quality of life and prepare for anticipated future growth requires long-
range visioning and planning by local officials and public participants. 

For Balsam Lake, one of the overall 
goals in the plan included a needs 
assessment for housing and establishment 
of housing policies.  By classifying 
existing and planned road improvements 
and continuing to review traffic counts 
and accidents, village trustees and 
planners are able to meet the challenges.  

Utilities and communication also are 
impacted as the village looks to the 
future. Changes in technology and 
population growth require continued 
monitoring of facilities and services, 
along with local school district 
requirements, sanitary sewer services, 
storm sewer services, and municipal 
water service areas. Ensuring 
appropriate law enforcement, fire 
department, first responder, and 
medical emergency are another part of 
the planning process.  

The Plan includes goals related to existing zoning and development regulations, land-use trends and 
values, and opportunities for redevelopment. This requires continued evaluation of existing or potential land-

use conflicts and how those decisions impact 
essential resources. 

Action plans have been developed, and methods for 
implementing the plan are progressing. Did you 
notice the removal of public works buildings at the 
edge of town? Are you wondering what happened to 
the old housing complex at the corner of Hwy 46 
(Main Street) and County Road I?

It’s all part of the plan. 

To learn more about where we have been and 
where we want to go, visit the website at  
www.co.polk.wi.us/landinfocompplan and locate the 
plans for your village or township.   

Published and distributed three times a year (June, July, August) to 
homes adjacent to Balsam Lake, Wisconsin by the Balsam Lake 
Homeowners’ Association, a private, nonprofit volunteer organization 
supported by membership dues, contributions, and advertising subsidies.

• Sign up for our monthly email blasts at www.balsamlake.com or like 
us on Facebook: balsamlake.com

• To submit an article or photograph: jeanegerman@gmail.com.
• Advertising inquiries: www.balsamlake.com or Box 8, Balsam Lake, 

WI 54810.
2019 July article contributors: Barb Anderson, Jean Egerman and 

Mary Skarat. Cartoon by Michael Jekot.
Layout: Gayle Olson. Editor: Jean Egerman.
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CONTROLLING ALGAE
Over the past years we have been learning more about how lake sediment influences algae growth. 

Numerous studies have shown that phosphorus is a key nutrient for the growth of algae, and various methods 
of control have been examined. Sediment in Balsam Lake, like many lakes in Wisconsin, contains a 
significant amount of phosphorus, which is released in the water when the oxygen levels are low in the 
bottom layer of water. When the phosphorus is brought to the surface it becomes available for algae growth. 

Among the options to control algae in Wisconsin is Alum (Aluminum sulfate). This liquid is sprayed into the 
lake’s deeper water to bind with phosphorus and prevent its release into the water column. While the efficacy 
of this practice is verified, there are financial and environmental matters to be considered.  To learn more 
about the issue, go to: www.co.polk.wi.us/environservices.

To voice your opinion, contact the Polk County DNR at: https://dnr.wi.gov/contact/.
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GET COMFORTABLE WITH

Built using our exclusive design philosophy, the complete line of Rudd® Ultra™ Series Air Conditioners and Gas Furnaces 
offers added features that deliver outstanding energy efficiency, cost savings and performance year-round – 
all engineered to provide reliable comfort for your family that just won’t quit:

• High efficiencies
for energy-saving heating and cooling performance

• Quieter and more durable
unit for improved and lasting operation

• Streamlined design
for fast installs, easy servicing and 
curb appeal

530 South Blanding Woods Road • St. Croix Falls
715-483-9036 • comfortsystems.org

www.jensenfurnitureluck.com

DID YOU KNOW?
Lake stratification is the separation of a lake into three layers of temperature. 

• Epilimnion, top-most layer of the lake is exposed to wind, atmosphere and sunlight, typically the 
colder layer in winter, warmer in summer. 

• Metalimnion (or thermocline), is the middle layer. Temperature can change with depth throughout 
the day. 

• Hypolimnion, the bottom layer of a stratified lake, is typically the colder layer in summer and the 
warmer layer in winter.



Outdoor Rugs
From

Many Styles & 
Colors To Choose 

From

101 Main St.
Luck, WI 54853

Hours: 
Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; 

Saturday 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.

QUALITY HOME FURNISHINGSSINCE 1956!

Full-Service Floor Covering
CARPET, TILE, 
HARDWOOD, 

LUXURY VINYL TILE
Complete With 

Expert Installation

101 MAIN ST.
101 MAIN ST.

• Custom Draperies • Floor Covering 
• Complete Home Furnishings

DOWNTOWN LUCK, WI
715-472-2487

www.jensenfurnitureluck.com
FREE DELIVERY! FINANCING AVAILABLE

FREE DELIVERY
to the

TWIN CITIES, TOO!

We Measure - 
We Install!

Large Selection 
Of Weather 

Resistant Poly 
Resin Furniture 

- Will Not 
Fade, Crack, Split, Warp, Rot Or Splinter.
Choose Your Style, Fabric & Frame Color!
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JONZY MARKET
When you’re “North of Hwy 8” – please stop 

into our “Country Convenience Store.”
• Beer/liquor/wine
• Grocery – fabulous meat selection
• All sorts of snacks
• Gasoline/diesel
• Propane tank exchange
• Tackle/live bait
• Fishing/hunting licenses
• Firewood – bundles or bulk

Hours: 6 a.m. - 10 p.m.

Call: 715-857-5753

TRUSTED QUALITY CLEANING, LLC
Cleaning customized to fit your needs.

Home, Business or Cabin Services.

• Daily    • Bi-Weekly    • Weekly
• Monthly    • Annual

Call toll-free for more details:
1-888-259-6171

IRRIGATION EXPERTS, LLC
We work with all types of 

irrigation systems & provide the 
following services.

• Installs • Service calls
• Spring start-up • Lake pumps
• Fall winterization
Call toll-free for more details or to 

set up an appointment:
1-888-270-1338

LAKE SERVICES UNLIMITED TOWING & RECOVERY
We have nationally certified

operators & several locations to 
better serve you.

• 24/7 service  • Live phone operators
• Auto club affiliated
• Local & long distance transport
• Flatbeds & heavy duty  • Lockouts

LOCATIONS
• Main Shop/Office,

1043 - 185th Ave., Balsam Lake, WI
• Amery Towing, Amery, WI

• Border Towing, St. Croix Falls, WI
• Custom Towing, Frederic, WI

Call toll-free: 1-888-811-5753

LAKE SERVICES UNLIMITED LANDSCAPE & MAINTENANCE
A wide range of materials and services to meet all your landscaping and maintenance needs. Delivery and installation of 

any material is available. FREE loading and great availability.

For more information, contact us today! 1043 - 185th Ave. • Balsam Lake, WI
Toll-free: 1-888-811-5753 • E-mail: jill@lakeservicesunlimited.com • Web: www.lakeservicesunlimited.com

www.lakeservicesunlimited.com

SERVICESMATERIALS
• Dyed and nondyed wood mulch
• Top soil
• Many varieties of trap rock
• Three types of Class 5 driveway 
materials

• Many varieties of decorative rock

• Retaining 
wall block

• Step units
• Dekorra rock 
enclosures

• Landscape installation
• Regular lawn cutting, including 

trimming and blowing off
• Pre- & post-emergent weed control
• Spring and fall clean-up
• Fertilizing  • Liming

• Mulch rejuvenation
• Flower and plant care
• Lake weed removal
• Dock/lift installation 

and removal
• Snow removal

SHOP
WISCONSIN

FREE Farm Tour & Samples

715.268.4702 • glennafarms.com
Store Hours: M - Sat. 10 - 5; Sun. 11 - 4

Inter-County

Follow the news that affects your 
home/cabin all year.

Subscribe to our print or e-edition 
by visiting our website 

at leaderregister.com or call
715-327-4236

OLSON SEWER

OLSON SEWER
2083 100th St. • Luck, WI 54853 • 715-857-5863

Full-Service Portable Toilet Rentals
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BALSAM LAKE HISTORY: EVERGREEN PLACE
The early settlement of Balsam Lake stemmed from a booming, national development trend. Timber was plentiful, 

and the lake provided a means for assembling and processing timber to be transported via the St. Croix River.  In 
1877, Chester Haskins wrote in an issue of the Polk County Press: 

“Settlement was commenced in the town as early as the summer of 1844 by Albert Webster from Maine who 
made a claim at the outlet of Balsam Lake. At that time, the land was not in the market and could not be 
entered, but claims were made by preempting, and a man could make a claim, providing he kept his claim 
good by working upon (the land) ...”

In the autumn of 1844, Edward Worth from New York went into partnership with Webster and they immediately 
began building a dam and shingle mill at the mouth of the Lake. By the fall of 1845, the dam was completed. 

“The next spring, Mr. Worth commenced cutting the road from Balsam Lake to St. Croix Falls and cut about 
two and half miles, four rods wide, which was termed ‘Broadway’ by the pioneers.”

Haskins described how the logs were sold to Captain Maurice Samuels, who continued processing the lumber for 
several years.  

“The partnership of Williams and Samuels existed for a short time until Samuels bought William’s interest and 
kept on making shingles and keeping a boarding house, stopping place, and trading post until he sold it in the 
summer of 1854. Captain Samuels was quite wealthy ... and it is related of him that at different times he had 
ten thousand dollars in gold buried in the ground near his home.”

The history of Balsam Lake started with these entrepreneurs. Today, whether it is gold or golden memories, Balsam 
Lake is a treasure for many generations. 

Find Your Endless Summer With Me!
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Mary Skaret’s father, Gunnar Skalet, is proof that 
waterskiing is good for health and longevity.Ignore the ice. Easter weekend Mark Smith’s family couldn’t wait to get 

their kayak on Boston Bay 

Cousins Jack Bauer, 
Kaitlin Brummel, and 

Andrew Solberg enjoy time 
at the cabin on East 

Balsam.  Thanks for the 
great pictures, everyone.



LET ME INTRODUCE YOU TO ...
Submitted by Barb Anderson - Contributor to BLHA Shorelines

Danny, Patti and one very special Joey Dee, and why their Balsam Lake cabin has become so important in 
their lives.  

First, let me say that I am great friends with Patti; she is like a sister to me and I to her.  Danny and Patti 
were married while Danny was a pilot in the Marine Corps.  They had three wonderful daughters.  Then, 
when they moved back to Minnesota 30 years ago, Patti’s car was hit by a truck when she was pregnant.  
Their 30-year-old son, who you see in the picture with the curly brown hair, suffered severe brain damage, 
has constant seizures, cannot speak, and has never slept through the night in his life.  Their lives were turned 
upside down after the accident.  One of Danny’s fellow pilots recommended they get a lake place to help 
keep their family together as they take care of their disabled son.  Patti designed the cabin and Danny built it 
especially with Joey in mind.  You see, it’s my opinion that Joey is an Angel. Danny and Patti are saints, 
lovingly taking care of an angel who has a message for all of us if we are still enough to listen.

Patti says, “Our cabin has brought such peace to our family.  Joey gets so excited when we turn down the 
road to the cabin.  We feel so blessed that God had this in His plans for us.  It brings us so much joy.  I 
always say if you take the E out of JOEY, you get JOY.  Now that my mom is 96, and our girls, Reina,
Rieanna, and JaNaye, are married with children of their own (8 among them) and are scattered throughout, 
our cabin is our gathering place.  Its walls have known four generations of love and laughter, filled with the 
blessings of making more memories with this latest generation of kiddos.”  

It’s my feeling that, if you are lucky enough 
to meet the Dee family, you cannot help but 
to be absorbed in the love and affection they 
have for each other and the JOY that JOEY so 
unconditionally shares with everyone.
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Still a bathing beauty at 96 ~ Pearla Dee, Patti’s Mom.
Balsam Lake brings the JOY out in JOEY every time ~ 

Joey and Danny Dee.
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Livin’ the good life as our Poppie chauffeurs us around 
Balsam Lake ~ Pattie Dee, daughter Reina, and 4 of the 8 grandchildren.

Hey Grandma, I’m catching supper tonight!

~ Mason Martinelli, grandson In memory of Gene Heltemes 1934 – 2018. 
Good times.
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The Jerry Kuny clan, July 4th, 
2017, Paradise Island.  

Great Grandma and Grandpa 
Kuny purchased Paradise Island 

in 1949. However, the family has 
been coming to Balsam Lake 

since 1939. 

Even the loons love the boat parade.

Terhaar 
baby.
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715-483-9222

www.palmerslandscaping.net

Call Now For 
Your New Dock 

or Boat Lift!
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ParadiseLandingWI.com
Call or go Online to make your reservations

(715) 485 3210

BAR  -  GRILL  -  OUTDOOR PATIO  -  FINE DINING EVENTS  -  BANQUETS

• New Outdoor Bar & Patio By The Lake
• Full-Service Bar & Restaurant
• Multiple Event Rooms For Groups of 

12-600+
• Daily Specials Including Summer 

Sunday Brunch
• Live Music & Fun Events Year-Round
• Catering For Any Event Big Or Small
• 28 Dock Spaces

Addison Jagielo loves sunset swims on East Balsam. Troy Patterson skiing.
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www.thethirstyotter.com

• Full-Service Bar

• Full-Menu 
Restaurant

• Friendly Staff

• Entertainment 
Most Weekends

• Try One Of Our 
Fabulous 
Fishbowl Drinks!

• Enjoy Our 
Outdoor Tiki Bar

• Thursday 
All-You-Can-Eat 
Ribs

Come By 
Boat, Bike 

or Car!

101 Cty. Rd. I • Balsam Lake, WI
715-485-3400

Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 11 a.m.-Close;

Sat. 9 a.m.-Close;
Sun. 9 a.m.-Close

Open Saturday & Sunday 
9 a.m. For Breakfast

Serving Breakfast Till Noon

RENTALS
• Kayaks • Fishing Boats• Kayaks • Fishing Boats
• Pontoons • Water Toys• Pontoons • Water Toys

• Stand-Up Boards• Stand-Up Boards

WINTERIZATION AND IN/OUTDOOR STORAGE AVAILABLE ** NO CONTRACTS WITH STORAGE **

BRENIZERMOTORSPORTS.COM

SPECIAL SERVICES

• Seasonal Storage - Reasonable Rates• Seasonal Storage - Reasonable Rates
• Shrink Wrapping • Consignments• Shrink Wrapping • Consignments

• Docks and Lifts In/Out• Docks and Lifts In/Out

SERVICE & REPAIR
• Marine, PWC, ATVs/UTVs, 
Snowmobiles and Golf Cars

• Parts & Accessories

• Pick Up & Delivery

• Service Calls

Hwy. 35 & 150th St.
(2964 150th Street)

Frederic, WI
715-327-5580

Honest & Reliable 
Service

JB Lund Docks & Lifts
Full-Service Facility

Servicing All Brands

Suzuki 
Marine 

Outboards

IN STOCK & READY TO GO!
• Boating Accessories & Water Toys • DNR License and Registration Renewal

• Live Bait • Fishing, Hunting Supplies and Ammo
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Six-Week Muffins
Do you want fresh bran muffins on demand? The 
batter in this recipe can be refrigerated for up to six 
weeks in a covered container and used as desired. 
After you select the amount of batter you will be using, 
you can mix it with bananas or blueberries. Apples, 
raisins and cinnamon are another way to make these 
muffins your own.  

The recipe has been handed down for more than four 
generations, and it’s still a favorite. It’s amazing what 
you can do with a little imagination and one bowl.

Preheat oven to 400 degrees

In a large bowl, combine the following ingredients:
16 ounces of bran flakes
1 cup (2 sticks) melted butter 
4 eggs beaten
3 cups sugar
1 quart buttermilk
5 cups flour
5 teaspoons baking soda
2 teaspoons salt

Use butter or spray oil for desired number of muffins. 
Select approximately 2 tablespoons of mixture per 
muffin (put the remaining batter back in the 
refrigerator). Mix in fruit (if desired). Fill muffin tins 3/4 
full. Bake 20 minutes.

Nick’s Trucking&Excavating
Since 1990

• Aggregate Products • Sand • Black Dirt
• Demolition • Basements & Sewer Systems
• Road Building • Large & Small Site Work

715-825-3513
nte@lakeland.ws 

106 Indianhead Shores Drive • Balsam Lake
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LUCK GOLF COURSE
Home Of The $20 Tuesday!

Includes Cart

Visit our Facebook page and our website for daily updates on 
special pricing and more!
www.luckgolfcourse.com

Come Play 

A “Round” 

With Us!
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WE WILL CUSTOMIZE YOUR 
OUTDOOR LIVING SPACE:

ADDITIONAL SERVICES INCLUDE:

VISIT OUR GREENHOUSE
OPEN EARLY MAY

GIVE US A CALL OR SEND US AN EMAIL FOR MORE INFORMATION AND 
A FREE QUOTE:

GREG - 715/554-0618 • EMAIL: GREG@LAKESIDE-LANDSCAPING.COM
WWW.BALSAMSLAKESIDELANDSCAPING.COM

FACEBOOK: BALSAMS LAKESIDE LANDSCAPING

Enhancing Your Property’s Landscape

YOUR BALANCE: KEEP IT UP
Balance issues are a major cause of falls in adults, and falls take longer to heal as a person gets older. These 

facts are confirmed by numerous medical professionals. So let’s practice NOT falling.

Every Monday and Wednesday, a strength and balance class is held at Unity Clinic. In a large room upstairs 
from the pharmacy, an athletic trainer leads people through an assortment of stretching, strengthening and 
balancing exercises. Classes are $2 per hour. Yes, $2 per hour. From 10:30 to 11:30 twice weekly (Monday 
and Wednesday) you can stop by. No reservations or long-term commitments required.

It’s an hour of healthy advice, stimulating conversations and valuable training. It’s also a great way to learn 
the latest dance moves.  With music and conversation at every session, the hour passes quickly, and the 
inspiration lingers longer.

OPEN ART PROJECT GROUP AT 
BALSAM ARTS

Meet weekly with other artists in the community.  Work on your own project with your own materials in 
the supportive setting of other artists and in a space away from the demands of your busy life.  Every Thursday 
afternoon - 1:00 - 5:00.   Some materials and consultation available if needed.  Downtown Balsam Lake at 
Balsam Arts, 314 Main Street. Come join us! 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT WWW.BALSAMLAKE.COM



INSTALLING & MAINTAINING 
SUSTAINABLE LANDSCAPES
* FULL SERVICE LAWN & SNOW MAINTENANCE

* RAIN GARDENS * INFILTRATION PITS  * SHORELINE RESTORATION
* LOW VOLTAGE LIGHTING * HYDRO-SEEDING * RETAINING WALLS

* BULK ROCK & MULCHES * TOPSOIL
* TREES & SHRUBS * PERENNIALS & ANNUALS

* FRESH FLOWERS & GREEN PLANTS
Free Estimates, Fully Insured

Shop For Flowers 24 Hours A Day - www.balsamlakeprolawn.com
1-888-374-8894 • 715-485-3131

916 BADGER DR., BALSAM LAKE, WI   NEXT TO HARDWARE HANK
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Does Your
HOME OR CABIN
Need a New Basement?

Leaking, structural problems or the need 
to modernize?

We can do all aspects of your 
construction project.

LiteHouse
Moving & Lifting Houses

(715) 825-4497
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1950 100th St./Co. Rd. I • Balsam Lake, WI
715-857-2267

www.breezybaymotorsports.com

SALES
SERVICE

STORAGE

New Mercury Motors
Used Pontoons

VISIT OUR 

MARINE 

STORE

BALSAM LAKE WATER SKI SHOW TEAM
www.blwsst.com
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Three Times Every Summer




