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The BLHA Boat Parade Will Be Held
On Saturday, July 1, At 3 p.m.

Help keep this 60-year-old tradition alive. Start planning today. Michael’s, Party City and Dollar Stores all
have fun decoration stuff. Don’t forget there is a $25 free coupon at Balsam Lake Hardware for parade
supplies in the July Shorelines (see page 11). Create lifetime memories for the kids. They love it!!!
Ideas for a boat parade float include: patriotic, hunting, water sports, movie themes, sports themes, book
themes, Disney themes, cartoon characters or any fun idea. Old Halloween and party decorations can easily
be transformed into a fun boat float idea. Wood boats, vintage boats, decked out ski/wake boats and Jet Skis
are encouraged to join the parade. Local businesses, organizations, schools and clubs are also welcome to
join the fun. Please contact Dave Turbenson at daveturbenson@yahoo.com if you would like to confirm your
spot in the parade or if you have questions. Preregistration is not required but requested.
Participants meet up in East Balsam at 2:45 p.m. just past the big narrows (see parade route on page 11). The
judge blows the horn at 3 p.m. and the parade starts. The wood boats lead the parade and everyone else
follows. The parade lasts about an hour and gift certificates from local restaurants are given the top five rated
boats. The winners also get tons of pictures posted on Facebook and printed in 2018 Shorelines.

Joe Kimball, Author

Library Ongoing Programs
and Events
• Storytime Tuesday mornings at 10:30 for toddlers,
preschoolers and their caregivers.
• Coffee and crayons for adults, usually on the second
Friday of each month at 10:30.
• Cribbage Wednesday at 12:30 in the community room.
• Tech Time with our technology advisor, Barb. She can
help with specific questions and training. Times vary,
check website or Facebook for updated info.
• Drop-in computer hour Wednesdays from 12:30-1:30.
Meet with our staff member, Rebekah, for assistance
with basic technology needs.
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The Friends of the Balsam Lake Library
will hold an Author Event on
July 8, 2017, at Our Lady of the Lakes
Catholic Church at 10:30 a.m.
Joe Kimball will talk about his book, Secrets of the
Congdon Mansion, a first-hand account of the infamous
Congdon murders in Duluth. One of Minnesota’s richest
women was smothered in her 39-room mansion, and her
night nurse was bludgeoned to death on the stairway. A
daughter was accused of planning the murders to speed
up her $8 million inheritance. There were convictions and
acquittals in the case, along with more bodies, arson,
bigamy and more.
The mansion, known as Glensheen, has become a
popular tour site on the shores of Lake Superior, but the
guides won’t tell you much about the case. It was one of
the region’s most publicized and sensational murder cases
and Joe had a front-row seat, covering it from start to
finish as a reporter for the Star Tribune.
This is the 40th anniversary of the murders.
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Matriarchs and Patriarchs of Balsam Lake

NIKKI KEISSLING NELSON

as told to Mary Skaret

Nikki Keissling Nelson says she’s not the Matriarch, “That should really be my mother, who lived here full time for so many
years. I’m just happy I can now spend more timehere since we retired. Once you’ve lived on this lake, you can never forget
it!
We asked Nikki, “How old is your Balsam Lake cabin?” Nikki says her aunt told her about 20 years ago that it was
probably built by her grandpa, John Boeris who moved to Balsam Lake in 1925. She thought he built the cabins at his house
down Park Drive and moved them to current location nearer to Pearson’s Point on the south shore of the main lake. When
Nikki’s family moved to Balsam Lake in 1948, it was a little resort, called
John’s Resort and run by her aunt and uncle. That cabin was only 18 feet by
13 feet x 13, very little, was not insulated, no indoor plumbing (until it was
put in about 20 years ago) and electricity but no electric appliances. There
was another cabin exactly that size and a third that was insulated and a little
larger - maybe 20 feet by 25 feet. So John’s resort had 3 cabins.
Nikki Kiessling and her family - father, mother and 2 brothers - moved to
Balsam Lake from Chicago (she thinks tobe closer to her mother’s family) in
May of her 1st grade year in 1948. “But for us kids it was just plain fun simple and peaceful. I was so glad that we had moved from Chicago.”
“That first summer we lived in a cabin at my grandparents, just down the
road. But after that in the summers, we lived in what was called the
‘boathouse.’ Nikki says, “There were never boats stored in there but it
probably was called that because it was the resort office as well as our
Picture painted by Nik
house and next to the beach whereboats were pulled up. It had two
ki, circa 1970.
corners on land and two others over shallow water and I helped my aunt
and uncle with the resort. It was maybe 3 or 4 times as large as the little cabins and
divided into 3 rooms - kitchen/resort office, one bedroom in the front and a room in back that, at first was rented out and then
made into two bedrooms (a hanging blanket made the ‘wall’between bedrooms for us.) Once I remember a group of square
dancers using it and put all the furniture out on the lawn. The whole kitchen ceiling was hinged on one side so we could lift
it with a pulley system. When it opened, we could climb up to the attic to play on rainy days.”
”The resort had two outhouses, one for men and one for women, shared by all cabins. There was an ice house with ice
harvested from the lake in the winter, a screened ‘fish cleaning shack’, live boxes on the docks for the latest catch and a big,
old wood burning stove by the dock. We all remember many fish fry’s on that stove shared by family and cabin renters. Each
of the cabins got a row boat but we kids had our own little, brown boat that barely floated, our toy. In the summer, Balsam
Lake had a Water Pageant at the town beach with admiral hats, guest stars (like Axel and his Dog), amphibian rides and log
rolling competitions. It was a big deal! We found our own log and decided we were going to do that - well, it wouldn’t
really float like theirs but we had a great time on it for several years. One
time we floated half way to the island on our log. I sure wouldn’t
recommend it now with all the boats zooming by!”
“My mother worked hard helping with the resort. My dad worked
driving trucks for the Polk County Highway Department. Our home was
the office for the resort. She did all the laundry. I remember her heating
lake water inside on the house stove---then putting it into her old wooden
washing machine in the yard ----and then cranking/pumping that handle
back and forth to make the agitator move. It wasn’t long untilwe got an
electric washing machine. We did have a telephone on the wall, with
three families on our party line - our ring was one long and two short.
Instead of closets, clothes were hung on dowel rods, hung by wires from
the ceiling. It worked fine.”
“In the winter we had to move to the one cabin that was insulated and
out of the boathouse. My dad would nail plastic over the windows to
keep out the cold and we went to bed at night with a warmed brick,
by John Boeris and
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wrapped in a towel and tucked in to keep our feet warm. Our dad
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Resort.
would put a small heater in the outhouse so we would not have to get up
became part of John’s
and sit on frost covered toilet seats. He also covered his car with a tarp and
plugged in a head-bolt heater so it would start each morning. We walked all the wayto school most days. My dad left for
work earlier but occasionally a passing neighbor would give us a ride on a really cold morning. But most days we just
walked to and from school. We had just as much fun living on the lake in the winter as in the summer - Snow forts and
sledding and skating!”
“Our family only had a row boat, and no motor, so my brothers and I didn’t go far on the water in the summer, unless
others took us. We travelled further when we could skate on the ice. Oh, skating on the lake was so fun - you could go and
go and go. We would go down to Paradise to see the planes land on the ice. We would skate out to the ice fisherman - just
to see if they were catching anything! Some years there was too much snow to do that. But we always shoveled off a rink on
(continued on Page 4)
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(continued from Page 3 - Nikki Keissling Nelson)
Raskin Bay (behind the cabins) and skated there a lot! We almost never even went into town, except for school. Our mother
didn’t either, our dad brought home the groceries we needed. I babysat in the summer when I was in junior high and did
take the kids to town and the beach. As a junior and senior in high school, I worked at Barney and Jim Anderson’s Drugstore
and thought I had gotten the best job in town. I remember I got $37.50 every two weeks for 80 hours of work. I don’t think I
could have told you how to get to Amery or Frederick because I had never driven there. We did have to go other places to
buy school clothes, but other than that we rarely went anywhere.”
Nikki and her brothers went from elementary to 11th grade in Balsam Lake with only about 12 to 13 other students in her
class. “In my junior year, I joined students from Centuria and Milltown in Milltown and it was called Unity High School.
Before, we were bused there for band, and then back to Balsam Lake. “The three schools, Balsam Lake, Centuria and
Milltown were combining their resources.” Nikki was in the first year of Unity Graduates in 1959 (though the new building
wasn’t yet finished.) There were 66 in her graduating class. In the fall of 1959, shemoved to the Twin Cities for work and
lived with lake neighbors, the Helms, “like family”. It was there in 1960 at the Prom Ballroom in St. Paul that she
coincidentally met Les Nelson, another person from northwestern Wisconsin. He was from Clam Falls - less than an hour
north. He had graduated in 1958 from Frederic High School. In 1961, they married at Faith Lutheran Church here in
Balsam Lake.
In January of 1964, Nikki and Les moved to California for a job in the construction industry and became almost 53 year
residents of California, but never forgot Balsam Lake. The young family came back one week every other year and stayed in
the house that had been built on the site of one of the original cabins. Regular trips to Balsam Lake continued as
theWisconsin/California family expanded. Nikki says. “I repeat many of these stories to the kids and the grandkids so then
they know too what it was like back where I was growing up. And now they have all had their own experiences here
themselves.”
Nikki and Les retired in 2003 after almost 40 years in the construction industry and started spending a lot more time here like 6 or 7 months, depending if they stayed for hunting. Their two sons Greg and Chris and their families returned to this
area as well. Their two daughters, Charlotte and Sheri, who are teachers in California come here for family vacations each
summer.
“Every year, in the middle of winter, everyone in our family (including all 9 grandchildren-which is the 5th generation of
our familyto enjoy Balsam Lake) picks a date when the ice will go out of the lake and place a $1 bet. We have been doing it
so long, I don’t remember when it all started. I am guessing it probably was right after we moved away from Wisconsin. It
keeps us all thinking about Balsam Lake whether we are 2,000 miles away or not!”

264 County Road I • Balsam Lake, WI 54810

715-485-3210

Paradise Landing features the most unique and enjoyable environment both on
and around Balsam Lake. Built in the early 1900s as a social gathering place
for the residents of Balsam Lake, we have maintained a history of hospitality,
a place to entertain your family and guests.
Boat, drive or snowmobile over for great food and drinks year-round!

paradiselandingwi.com
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How does it work?

• Kids, Pre-K-12th, can register at the Kick-off party or at the
library.
We have our 1,000 Books Before Kindergarten
program available for nonschool-age children.
• Read, Read, Read. As many and any books you like.
• Come in to the library once a week a tell a librarian that
you read.
• Choose a prize from a local business.
• Check out material from the library to enter the final
drawing.
To earn extra entries you can
attend Summer Reading events or
do something to “Build a Better
World” - small act of kindness,
community service, pay it
forward. etc.

2017 YOUTH SUMMER
READING PROGRAM

Attention Adults!

June 13 - July 19, 2017

We also have a fun summer reading program for adults (ages
18+). Stop in the library to find out how you too can win
great prizes this summer.
June 19 - July 26

Mystery Night - July 26 at 6:30 pm

SUMMER READING EVENTS
For kids of all ages & their families. For the most updated information check our website or Facebook page.
• Tuesday, June 13 - Kick-off Party & “The Magic of Isaiah”
Magic Show
10 a.m. at Balsam Lake Public Library
Summer Reading registration followed by a Subway
catered lunch.
• Thursday, June 15 - Buttons, Beading & Stamping Fun
4:30 p.m. at Balsam Lake Public Library
2nd chance sign-up! Fun crafts followed by root beer
floats!
• Tuesday, June 20 - Underwater Worlds
w/Land & Water Conservation
10:30 a.m. at Balsam Lake Beach
Explore the world’s underwater with aquascopes.
• Thursday, June 22 - Tour of RCU Bank
4:30 p.m. at Balsam Lake Public Library
Meet at the library. Tour RCU then head back
to the library for “BEE smart about money”
with Deb Paulson and other fun activities.
• Tuesday, June 27 - Sundown Border Collies with
DAWCWR
10:30 a.m. at Pine Park
Experience throwing frisbees to the dogs.
• Wednesday, June 28 - Butterfly Worlds
w/Lauren from Crex Meadows
4:30 p.m. at Balsam Lake Public Library
Learn about butterflies in our area and
how we restore their habitat.
• Wednesday, July 5 - Menagerie of Pets! with DAWCWR
4:30 p.m. at Balsam Lake Public Library
A friendly dog, a curious cat, dancing cockatoo, lazy snake
& more!
July 2017

• Thursday, July 6 - Karate in the Park
With Milltown Karate - 4:30 p.m. at Pine Park
Dress comfortably and be ready to move.
• Tuesday, July 11 - Pioneer School Days
10:30 a.m. at The Little School
A journey back in time, making butter, writing on slates,
dressing in pioneer clothes and old school games. Bring
your own authentic, pioneer lunch. Sign up by stopping at
the library, calling or via Facebook.
• Thursday, July 13 - DOC’s Restaurant Experience
4:30 a.m. at Balsam Lake Public Library
Meet at the library. Tour Doc’s Restaurant and build your
own pizza!
• Tuesday, July 18 - Reptiles! with DAWCWR
10:30 a.m. at Balsam Lake Public Library
Hold a snake or kiss a frog!
• Wednesday, July 19 - Summer Reading Finale Party
w/ the Mad Science guy
4:30 p.m. at Balsam Lake Public Library
Pizza & Prizes @ 4:30 p.m. followed by Mad Science guy,
Jim Birkel @ 5:30 p.m.

shorelines
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715-483-9222

Excavating
Since 1990

• Aggregate Products • Sand • Black Dirt
• Demolition • Basements & Sewer Systems
• Road Building • Large & Small Site Work

Docks • Boat Lifts

715-825-3513

Call Now For Your New Dock or Boat Lift!
www.palmerslandscaping.net

nte@lakeland.ws
106 Indianhead Shores Drive • Balsam Lake

www.JuliasJava.net

PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING LLC
2171 Fairgrounds Road
St. Croix Falls, WI 54024
Phone: 715-483-9036 / Fax: 715-483-5307

(715) 205-4695

www.comfortsystems.org
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201 Main St. W., Milltown, WI 54858
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JOYS OF “GOING TO THE LAKE”
After we had been married three months, my husband asked if it would be okay to buy his parents’ lake property in
Balsam Lake, Wis. He had enjoyed summers there since he was ten. Although my family spent a week at a Minnesota
resort a couple of times, Igrew up in South Dakota and swam in a public pool. I had no idea what “going to the lake”
meant.
We bought an older house with no view of the lake and no indoor bathroom. A wood stove provided heat. I
repeatedly told our toddler, “Don’t touch it; it’s hot.” He touched it and said his first word, “hot.” We also got the
aluminum fishing boat with a 10-horsepower motor, which didn’t take
us far.
My husband would fill and empty a wash tub so that I could bathe,
but I insisted we needed indoor plumbing. Our daughter used a
portable potty chair until 3 because I was afraid she might fall into
the outhouse hole. We built a small cabin with two bedrooms, a loft,
and a functioning bathroom in 1974. Through the years I would
pack the car, pick up the children after school, and pick up my
husband after work. Then, we’d head for the cabin. I at first
threatened to put the cabin up for sale before calling the mortician if
my husband were to die. But with a year-around cabin, we
discovered that the winter season there was as wonderful as the
summer. With a used speedboat, I saw more of the lake and
realized how beautiful it was. And now our grandchildren are enjoying lake life. After
almost 50 years of ownership, we are happy that our son and his wife have taken responsibility.
I don’t remember when my attitude about lake life changed, but as we took a ride in that original aluminum boat over
the summer, I again was grateful for the joys that “going to the lake” provides.
Marie and Tom Mattison
Balsam Lake, Wisconsin
This article first printed in the Friday, December 16, 2016 of the Star Tribune.
Reprinted with permission for which we are grateful.
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Saturday, June 24, at 7 p.m., at Sunnyside Marina
Saturday, July 1, 2017, 3 to 4:30 p.m.
Monday, July 3, 2017, at Dusk
Saturday, July 8, at 7 p.m. - along Hwy. 46 at west
end of Balsam Lake. Show viewing is by boat only.
Saturday, July 15, 2017, 9 a.m., at Unity Schools
Saturday, August 12, 2017, 8:30 a.m.,
Crickets Bar & Grill

INSTALLING & MAINTAINING
SUSTAINABLE LANDSCAPES
* FULL SERVICE LAWN & SNOW MAINTENANCE
* RAIN GARDENS * INFILTRATION PITS * SHORELINE RESTORATION
* LOW VOLTAGE LIGHTING * HYDRO-SEEDING * RETAINING WALLS
* BULK ROCK & MULCHES * TOPSOIL
* TREES & SHRUBS * PERENNIALS & ANNUALS
* FRESH FLOWERS & GREEN PLANTS
Free Estimates, Fully Insured
Shop For Flowers 24 Hours A Day - www.balsamlakeprolawn.com

Saturday, August 19, at 6 p.m. - along Hwy. 46 at
west end of Balsam Lake.
Show viewing is by boat only.
Saturday, September 2, at 6 p.m.,
at Sunnyside Marina

1-888-374-8894 • 715-485-3131

916 BADGER DR., BALSAM LAKE, WI NEXT TO HARDWARE HANK

Follow the news that affects your
home/cabin all year.

1/4 mile north of Highway 8 on County H • Amery

Open Daily 10:30 a.m.

715-268-6262

Authentic
Chicken Fried
Steak!

Inter-County

Great Food! Drink Specials!

www.cricketsbarandgrill.com
Join Us On Facebook
Pasta • Entrees • Specialty Salads
Pizza • Burgers • Sandwiches • Hot Dogs

Subscribe to our print or e-edition
by visiting our website
at leaderregister.com or call
715-327-4236

• Old Time Dances Every Sunday • Leagues • Sports TV
• Clean Friendly Place to Eat & Have Fun!

Large Banquet & Wedding Hall
Call for Bookings: 715-268-6262

Would you like more

SPEED?
WE HAVE IT!

CHECK US OUT!

VOICE - VIDEO - BROADBAND
www.lakeland.ws

It’s Time to Experience
the Whole Solution!
Premium Broadband
Support for your
Network and Devices!
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CONTACT
US:

T. 715.825.2171 • T. 715.472.2101
info@lakeland.ws

Published and distributed three times a year (June, July, August) to homes
adjacent to Balsam Lake, Wisconsin by the Balsam Lake Homeowners’ Association,
a private, nonprofit volunteer organization supported by membership dues,
contributions, and advertising subsidies.
• Find us at www.balsamlake.com or like us on Facebook: balsamlake.com
• To submit an article or photograph: debbie.irestone@meritide.com
• Advertising inquiries: www.balsamlake.com or Box 8, Balsam Lake, WI 54810.
2017 July article contributors: Balsam Lake Public Library, Flynn Family, Lori
Fuller, Kitty & Jim Height & Deputy Jeff Hahn, Debbie Irestone, Marie & Tom
Mattison and the Star Tribune, Kris Muller, Mary Jo Nissen, Paige Palkovich, Dan
Palmgren, Polk County Sheriff’s Department, Charity Schaar, Mary Skarat, Sandra
Stevermer and Dave Turbenson.
Layout: Gayle Olson. Editor: Debbie Irestone.
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Information About Electric Shock Drowning
Our members, Kitty and Jim Haight sent me the link to this story about Electric Shock Drowning:
The parents of 15-year-old Carmen Johnson, who tragically died from electric shock drowning while swimming near her
family’s Alabama lake house last April, are speaking out about the rarely reported phenomenon after it took the lives of two
more women recently. The women, 34-year-old Shelly Darling and the 41-year-old Elizabeth Whipple, went missing after
sunbathing on Lake Tuscaloosa Friday afternoon. Their bodies were retrieved from the lake early Saturday morning.
Preliminary autopsies for the two victims show the cause of death as electrocution, said the Tuscaloosa County Homicide
Unit.
“I have been around water all my life and I never thought that electricity in a huge body of water like that could do what it
did,” said Carmen’s father, Jimmy Johnson. “It is something that even people like me now after all these years never had any
idea that this even happened.”He reports that Carmen jumped off the top level of the family’s boat dock into the lake with her
friend Reagan. Jimmy Johnson lowered a metal ladder into the water so the girls could climb out. Minutes later, he heard
Reagan scream, “Help!” That is when Johnson and his son, Zach jumped into the water after the girls and immediately felt
piercing electric shocks. “Cut the power off,” Johnson yelled to his wife. Johnson, Reagan and Zach survived but Carmen
didn’t make it. Johnson later found a light switch at the dock that was half full of water. When he put the metal ladder into the
water, the electrical current from the light switch traveled through the dock to the ladder and into the surrounding water,
where the girls were swimming. Johnson believes that if his family had been educated about electric shock drownings this
might have never happened. Now he is sharing is daughters story as a warning to others, along with tips to help prevent
similar tragedies from occurring.
Safety Tips include:
• Use a plastic ladder, rather than a metal one, so it won’t help transfer electricity into the water
• If you start to feel a tingle in the water, swim away from the dock, which is where most electrical issues occur.
• Check all the wiring around your dock, including your ground fault circuit breaker
Every day, about 10 people in the U.S. die from accidental drowning, per the Center for Disease Control and Prevention.
But electric shock drowning is difficult to track. It’s known as a “silent killer.” According to theESD Prevention Association,
the electricity comes from the wiring of the dock or marina, or from boats connected to a power supply. When the current
hits the water, swimmers can be paralyzed by the shock, leaving them unable to swim. The ESD Prevention Association
recommends never swimming near marinas, docks or boatyards. You should also routinely have your boat inspected by an
electrician.
For more information, here is a link to the nonprofit Electric Shock Drowning website: www.electricshockdrowning.org

BOAT PARADE ROUTE

Balsam Lake Homeowners’
Coupon For Boat Decorations

Saturday, July 1
3 p.m.

To Be Used At
Balsam Lake Hardware Hank

Name
Lake Address
Amount Used
(To be used for boat decoration supplies only, up to $25 value.)

RAINY DAY ON BALSAM LAKE?
Stop by the Museum to check out the Star Wars Display

When Star Wars hit the movie theaters in 1977, it instantly became a box office smash, especially with children. Kids
wanting to bring the action home from the theater with them could find their favorite heroes, villains, creatures and
spaceships in miniature size on the toy shelves. From 1978 to 1985, Kenner Toys manufactured hundreds of action figures,
vehicles, and playsets featured in the movies Star Wars, The Empire Strikes Back, and Return of the Jedi. These toys today are
as iconic as the movies themselves. This display is available to loan to libraries and museums and is a huge display of these
original Kenner Star Wars toys. It includes 100 unique action figures, 3 larger creatures, 19 vehicles and 13 playsets and
more. .
If you are a Millennial stop by and relive seeing the movie. If you are too young to vote stop by and wonder, why your
parents still like the older Star Wars movies best. This exhibit will be here until Labor Day, but stop by and see it now!
July 2017
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BEAUTIFUL BALSAM LAKE!
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BRENIZERMOTORSPORTS.COM
Hwy. 35 & 150th St.
(2964 150th Street)

Frederic, WI
715-327-5580

Honest & Reliable
Service

Full-Serv
ice
Facility
Servicing
All Brand
s

IN STOCK & READY TO GO!

• Boating Accessories & Water Toys • DNR License and Registration Renewal
• Live Bait • Fishing, Hunting Supplies and Ammo

RENTALS

SERVICE & REPAIR

• Kayaks • Fishing Boats
• Pontoons • Water Toys
• Stand-Up Boards

• Marine, PWC, ATVs/UTVs,
Snowmobiles and Golf Cars

SPECIAL SERVICES

• Parts & Accessories
• Pick Up & Delivery
• Service Calls

• Seasonal Storage - Reasonable Rates
• Shrink Wrapping • Consignments
• Docks and Lifts In/Out

WINTERIZATION AND IN/OUTDOOR STORAGE AVAILABLE ** NO CONTRACTS WITH STORAGE **

LUCK GOLF COURSE
Home Of The $20 Tuesday!

lay
Come Pnd”
A “RouUs!
With

Includes Cart

Visit our Facebook page and our website for daily updates on
special pricing and more!
www.luckgolfcourse.com
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THESE VINTAGE BOATS!
On Saturday, August 12th the Bob Speltz Land-O-Lakes chapter
(Minnesota and Western Wisconsin) of the Antique & Classic Boat
Society of America will be having an outing on Balsam Lake. We
expect at least a dozen and maybe two dozen vintage wooden
speedboats and classic fiberglass boats to attend. Everyone will meet at
the docks at Paradise Landing at 11:00 am. We’ll then go on a group
tour (parade) of the lake and return to Paradise around 12:30 p.m. for
lunch, before heading out again later in the afternoon for another
cruise. We invite anyone on Balsam with a vintage motorboat of any
kind -wood, fiberglass or aluminum- to join us. And we invite
everyone to come to Paradise to see the boats. The BSLOL members
are great people, a ton of fun, and love to talk about the boats and the
hobby. We had a similar event three summers ago and everyone
loved Balsam. Hope to see you on the lake!

POLK COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT

in conjunction with local Lake Associations actively patrols this lake. Many of the most common
complaints brought to the Polk County Sheriff’s Department Water Patrol are briefly addressed below.
REGISTRATION: All boats (other than sailboats under 12’ and manually propelled boats which do not have a motor)
and PWC’s must possess both a “Certificate of Number” (registration numbers) and Expiration Decals displayed on the
front half of the bow in contrasting colors to the rest of the hull. This means both the annual sticker and the full
registration number must be displayed. Boats kept on Wisconsin lakes for 60 consecutive days MUST be registered in
Wisconsin. Fine for violations range from $162.70 to $200.50 and can be issued to operator OR owner.
UNDERAGE OPERATION: ANY operator born after January 1st, 1989 must possess (and be able to show) a Wisconsin
approved Boater’s Safety Certificate. Persons under the age of 12 may not operate a PWC. Persons between 10 years
of age and 12 years of age may operate a boat only WITH direct parental supervision. Permitting underage operation
or operating without Safety Certificate carries a fine of $162.70.
PWC SPECIFIC RULES: PWC’s may not be operated at greater than Slow No Wake (SNW) speed within 200’ of shore or
within 100’ of another vessel, dock, raft, or a person water skiing. This means the slowest speed possible to maintain
control. PWC’s may not be operated between sunset and sunrise. PWC’s may tow a skier/tube rider if the PWC is
designed to carry THREE persons and a “competent spotter”is riding and facing backward with the operator. More than
one skier or tuber rider is allowed. All persons riding on or being pulled by a PWC must use approved Personal
Floatation Device (PFD). PWC’s must possess a fire extinguisher. Fines for these violations range from $175.30 to
$200.50.
BOAT SPECIFIC RULES: Boats may not be operated at greater than SNW within 100’ of shore, a water skier, dock, raft
or buoyed restricted area (including SNW area). No persons are allowed to ride on boat decks or gunwales (side of the
boat, seat backs, sun decks or seats on raised platforms). All boats operated between sunset and sunrise must use
required lighting. Boats may not exceed restrictions of Capacity Plates, must possess sufficient PFD’s for all passengers
and must possess a fire extinguisher in a “readily accessible location” if the boat has any closed construction
(compartment of any kind). The boat’s battery must have terminals covered and be held in place to prevent the battery
from moving. Boats must have a competent spotter in the boat when towing skiers (mirrors do not fit Wisconsin’s requirement). Towing skiers between sunset and sunrise is
prohibited. Fines range from $162.50 to $200.50.
RECKLESS OPERATION/INTOXICATED BOATING: Creating
Open 4 p.m. Wed.-Sat.;
a hazardous or dangerous wake, operating in a “reckless
Sunday 10 a.m.
manner” or using “unreasonable or imprudent speed”are all
Dining On Beautiful
illegal. Operating under the influence of an intoxicant or
Pike Lake
with a detectable amount of a restricted controlled
Prime Rib - Seafood - BBQ Ribs - Etc.
substance can result in fines, an arrest or both. Fines for
Pontoon Rentals
these violations range from $162.50 to $452.50 and can
1-715-268-8774
also result in an arrest and criminal charges.
12 miles south of Balsam Lake
Any questions, concerns or comments should be directed to:
Also Wedding Receptions - Banquets - Reunions
Deputy Jeff Hahn
Tony Wolter
Polk County Sheriff’s Department
On Pike Lake - Amery, Wis. - One mile north of Amery on
Hwy. 46, 1/2 mile west on County Road H.
Recreation Department
715-485-8313 or email at jeffrey.hahn@co.polk.wi.us
July 2017
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AT THE LAKE REALTY

SHOP
WISCONSIN
FREE Farm Tour & Samples
800.310.5050 • glennafarms.com

Jeanne Lindberg
715-220-3125

Store Hours: M - Sat. 10 - 5; Sun. 11 - 4

16
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R
VISIT OU
MARINE
STORE

Main Street, Balsam Lake • 715-405-SPOT

SALES
SERVICE
STORAGE
New and Used
Models

1950 100th St./Co. Rd. I • Balsam Lake, WI

715-857-2267

• Full Menu • Large Beer & Liquor Selection
• Daily Specials • Happy Hour • Bikers Welcome

www.breezybaymotorsports.com

Come By
Boat, Bike
or Car!

101 Cty. Rd. I
Balsam Lake, WI
715-485-3400

Speciali
zin
in Pave g
Walkwa r
y
Patios a s,
n
Retainin d
g
Walls

Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 11 a.m.-Close;
Sat. 9 a.m.-Close;
Sun. 9 a.m.-Close

• Full-Service Bar
• Full Menu Restaurant
• Enjoy Our Outdoor Tiki Bar
• Entertainment Most
Weekends

3 miles north of Balsam Lake on Hwy. 46
Greg Strilzuk: 715-825-2202 • Brenda Strilzuk: 715-554-2542

• Try One of Our Fabulous
Fishbowl Drinks!
• Thursday
All-You-Can-Eat Ribs

Complete Landscape Service and Garden Center
Specializing in Hardscapes ~ Full Retail Garden Center
Shoreline Restoration ~ Greenhouse Open Early May!
Where Price & Quality Make
The Difference!

www.lakeside-landscaping.com

www.thirstyotter.com

July 2017
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“Make Our Place, Your Place”
• Serving Breakfast & Lunch, 7 Days
• Weekend Breakfast Buffet • Hearty Sandwiches
• Homemade Soups • Daily Specials

715-483-5447

5 OFF A $25 Minimum Purchase

$

Offer may not be used with any other offer.
Expires 12/31/2017.
Our Place Cafe, St. Croix Falls, Wis.

COMMUNITY
Fitness Memberships Available
• 24-Hour Inn Shape Fitness Center
• Pool Opens At 4 a.m.
• Newly Renovated Guest Rooms!
• Host Your Next Celebration Or
Party HERE!

www.VisitSCF.com

715-483-5775

2190 US Highway 8 • St. Croix Falls, WI 54024

July 2017
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Residential Window Cleaning
Commercial Window Cleaning
Pressure Washing Services • Gutter Cleaning
Free Estimates

715.483.7030
www.signaturewindowcleaning.net
17 Years of Professional Experience!
Fully Insured and Bonded

THE POLK COUNTY MUSEUM
Preserving The Past For Future Generations
120 Main Street • Balsam Lake, WI 54810 • 715-485-9269
p
Handica
le &
Accessib
Air
ned
Conditio

Free
Admiss
io

n
Donatio
ns Susta
in
Our Eff
orts

Memorial Day
through Labor Day
Weekend
Thursday thru
Monday
Noon-4 p.m.

Three floors of Polk County history, featuring; 9,000-year-old local Bison Bones, the Native American Room;
immerse yourself in Polk’s logging heydays with a visit to the Logging Exhibit, a myriad of displays telling
the story of the Polk County people.

www.Polkcountymuseum.com
20
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Your Lakeshore Specialist

email: lindaandersen@edinarealty.com
www.lindaandersen.edinarealty.com

Call Mike:

July 2017
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QUALITY HOME FURNISHINGS
SINCE 1956!
We Are The Area’s
ONLY Industry Selected
Hunter Douglas Centurion Club
Gallery Dealer.
More Selection, More Experience,
Certified Professional Installation™.

FREE MEASURING &
INSTALLATION

CUSTOM WINDOW
FASHIONS

• Blinds & Shades • Custom Shutters
• Custom Draperies • Custom Cornices
• Custom Bedspreads

re We Measu ll!
We Insta
FREE DELIVERY

Full-Service Floor Covering

CARPET, TILE,
HARDWOOD,
LUXURY VINYL TILE
Complete With
Expert Installation

to the

TWIN CITIES, TOO!

DOWNTOWN LUCK, WI
715-472-2487
• Custom Draperies • Floor Covering
• Complete Home Furnishings
101 MAIN ST.
101 MAIN ST.

101 Main St.
Luck, WI 54853
Hours:
Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.;
Saturday 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.

FREE DELIVERY! FINANCING AVAILABLE

www.jensenfurnitureluck.com
22

shorelines

July 2017

INDIANHEAD
SUPPER CLUB
107 Indianhead Shores • Balsam Lake, WI 54810
715-485-3359
Reservations Appreciated

Outside Dining
Available!

Open Wed. (after Memorial Day) Thurs., Fri. & Sat. at 5 p.m.

Specials

Take-Out St. Louis
14.95 Style Barbecue Ribs

Walleye Wednesday
$
Walleye Dinner...................
Thursday:
$
Jumbo Shrimp Dinner......
All You Can Eat
$
Baby Back Ribs.............
Fri. & Sat.:
Fish Fry (Fri. Only) & Prime Rib

14.95
14.95

Smoked in house. Fresh daily.
$

Happy Hour

Full Rack.............................. 18.00
Half Rack.................................$9.00
Order
during
business
hours.

All dinners include soup or salad & choice of potato or rice.

Nightly Specials Plus Many New Menu Items &
Your Old Favorites Prepared By Chef Roark!

Wednesday, Thursday
and Friday
5 - 6 p.m.

Appetizer and
Drink Specials!

If you haven’t been to see us lately, come in & try our great food & service in our cozy dining room.

TRUSTED
IRRIGATION LAKE SERVICES
TOWING
QUALITY EXPERTS, LLC UNLIMITED
& RECOVERY
JONZY MARKET CLEANING, LLC
Cleaning customized to fit your needs.
Home, Business or Cabin Services.

When you’re “North of Hwy 8” – please stop
into our “Country Convenience Store.”

• Beer/liquor/wine
• Grocery – fabulous meat selection
• All sorts of snacks
• Gasoline/diesel
• Propane tank exchange
• Tackle/live bait
• Fishing/hunting licenses
• Firewood – bundles or bulk
Summer hours: 6 a.m. - 11 p.m.
Winter hours: 6 a.m. - 10 p.m.

We work with all types of
irrigation systems & provide the
following services.

• Installs
• Service calls
• Spring start-up
• Lake pumps
• Fall winterization
Call toll-free for more details or to
set up an appointment:

1-888-270-1338
• Daily • Bi-Weekly • Weekly
• Monthly • Annual

Call toll-free for more details:

Call: 715-857-5753

1-888-259-6171

We have nationally certified
operators & several locations to
better serve you.
• 24/7 service • Live phone operators
• Auto club affiliated
• Local & long distance transport
• Flatbeds & heavy duty • Lockouts
LOCATIONS
• Main Shop/Office,
1043 - 185th Ave., Balsam Lake, WI
• Amery Towing, Amery, WI
• Border Towing, St. Croix Falls, WI
• Custom Towing, Frederic, WI
Call toll-free: 1-888-811-5753

LAKE
SERVICES UNLIMITED LANDSCAPE & MAINTENANCE
A wide range of materials and services to meet all your landscaping and maintenance needs. Delivery and installation of
any material is available. FREE loading and great availability.

SERVICES

MATERIALS
• Dyed and nondyed wood mulch
• Top soil
• Many varieties of trap rock
• Three types of Class 5 driveway
materials
• Many varieties of decorative rock

• Retaining
wall block
• Step units
• Dekorra rock
enclosures

• Landscape installation
• Regular lawn cutting, including
trimming and blowing off
• Pre- & post-emergent weed control
• Spring and fall clean-up
• Fertilizing • Liming

• Mulch rejuvenation
• Flower and plant care
• Lake weed removal
• Dock/lift installation
and removal
• Snow removal

For more information, contact us today! 1043 - 185th Ave. • Balsam Lake, WI
Toll-free: 1-888-811-5753 • E-mail: jill@lakeservicesunlimited.com • Web: www.lakeservicesunlimited.com

www.lakeservicesunlimited.com
July 2017
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HOMEOWNERS’
ASSOCIATION
Box 8 - Balsam Lake, WI 54810

Three Times Every Summer
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