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Finn murder map blunder
By BRET CHRISTIAN
Shirley Finn biographer Juliet
Wills has made a bombshell
discovery about a police mistake
that could crucially change the
historic murder case now being
examined by the coroner.
A police map drawn after the
murder of the prominent brothel
madam places the crime scene
in the wrong place – well away
from the actual crime scene.
“It’s at the opposite end of the
golf course,” Ms Wills said this

Shirley Finn

week. “The error has distorted
the entire case.”
She said the map that wrongly
located the murder scene led
to eyewitness evidence about
possible police involvement in
Shirley Finn’s murder being
disregarded or downgraded.
“These witnesses were seen
as unreliable because they
described people around
Shirley Finn’s Dodge Phoenix
car off Melville Parade, near the
northern end of the Royal Perth
Golf Course,” Ms Wills said.

“Crucial witnesses came to
believe that they could not have
seen the crime scene because the
police diagram put it at the south
end, closer to the corner of Melville
Parade and South Terrace.”
Melville Parade runs between
the Kwinana Freeway and the
golf course.
Ms Wills has been the coroner’s
source of new evidence that
re-opened the case, since
publication of her book Dirty
Girl. She recently provided the
new map evidence to the coroner.

WITNESSES WARNED

E-bike
starts
blaze

Claremont
killings
case alert

By LLOYD GORMAN
A faulty charger being used
on an electric bike is believed
to have started a fire in a former Shenton Park electrical
substation converted into a
house.
The owners of the 1923-built
substation on the corner of
Keightley and Derby roads
slept as a blaze engulfed the
side of their house late on
Saturday night.
A passing taxi driver spotted
the flames and immediately
he and his passengers swang
into action.
“We were woken in the early
hours of Saturday morning
by a taxi screeching to a halt
outside our door and repeated
horn blasts followed by an
urgent hammering on the front
door,” said resident Gareth
Almond, who tackled the fire
with a garden hose.
• Please turn to page 69

Blazing saddles … Gareth Almond with the e-bike in the shed area that was burnt out. Photo: Billie Fairclough

Neds backs Dalkeith
hot pool complex
By BEN DICKINSON
A plan to build a spiralling,
twin-level, hot springs spa
complex with a green roof on
Dalkeith’s Tawarri site has
won the unanimous backing
of Nedlands councillors.
“It could give the City of
Nedlands, but also Perth, an
international drawcard for tourism,” mayor Max Hipkins said.
The Tawarri Hot Springs
(THS) consortium, headed by
Dalkeith resident Kathryn Gunn
and Claremont Hotel owner
Barry Jones, was picked as the
council’s preferred proponent
for the site in a closed-doors
session at last week’s council
meeting.

Here’s
where
we go…

The unfinished inquest has
so far heard evidence about
organised crime in Perth at the
time, allegations of hit-men and
that Ms Finn was about to blow
the whistle on corrupt police
officers and politicians.
Ms Wills said she realised the
location error only last month
when she was guest speaker at
the Rotary Club of Mill Point,
which meets at the Royal Perth
Golf Club in South Perth, the
scene of the murder.
• Please turn to page 17

Interior of the proposed riverside
spa complex.
Their proposed spa complex
would include a salt pool, hot
and cold plunge pools, an aromatherapy pool and a handful of
other “standard and premium”
bathing options, according to
concept plans provided to the
council.
A cafe, a restaurant and a

function room would also be
included, along with a public
promenade, new jetty and a
rooftop terrace with a spa and
private treatment rooms.
The river foreshore site is
currently home to the ageing
Tawarri Reception Centre,
which has been vacant since
December.
A public hot pool at the site
became notorious as a night-time
nude bathing attraction before
it closed in 1953.
The THS proposal beat a
bid for a hospitality complex,
which was proposed to include
a function centre, bars and
restaurants.
Mr Hipkins said that proposal
• Please turn to page 34

Prosecutors are putting potential witnesses on notice in
the case of a man charged with
the murder of three women
from Claremont between 1996
and 1997.
The Macro Prosecution Team
has told them to be ready to appear
in court at the trial of Bradley
Robert Edwards next year.
Mr Edwards is also facing two
charges for other crimes in 1988
and 1995.
People who were in Claremont
and gave statements to police
more than 20 years ago are receiving letters from the Director
of Public Prosecutions alerting
them that they may be required
to appear in court.
Some are believed to be interstate or overseas.
Provisional trial dates for next
year are likely to be set down
when Mr Edwards appears in
court later this month.
The Macro team says the trial
would last several months, and it
will not be possible to give witnesses exact appearance dates.
Witnesses have been warned
against discussing their evidence
with anyone outside the judicial
process.
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Dentist fails
to extract
convictions

A former Claremont dentist
has lost a Supreme Court appeal against his fraud convictions.

Concept plans (above and below) for the proposed Tawarri Hot Springs spa complex won over councillors.

‘Hot pool’ spa backed
• From page 1

was still possible if negotiations
with the hot springs proponents
broke down.
He said getting groundwater
rights from the state government
would be key to the project
going ahead.
“It would mean a new water
supply that they would have to
put down,” Mr Hipkins said.
“They are looking at using the
water and then re-injecting it
back into the aquifer.
“We’ve offered to take up to
15% of the water [for irrigation]
that they would use.
“It would take the pressure
off our bores on the foreshore.”
Mr Jones said he and Ms Gunn
had decided to join forces after
each submitting “basically the
same proposal” for the site.
“Rather than us fighting each
other we thought we should collaborate,” Mr Jones said.
“We need to do quite a few
things before it’s a firm arrangement with the council.
“We’ve spoken at length with
the Department of Water [and
Environmental Regulation].

“Our consultants have put a
couple of different options to
them.”
Mr Jones said he had only “a
very preliminary guesstimate”
as to the overall cost of the
project.
“It’s very expensive,” he said.
Mr Jones said Ms Gunn’s business partner Charles Davidson,
who runs the Peninsula Hot
Springs in Victoria, was no
longer part of the joint venture.
At last week’s meeting, councillors gave the THS consortium
90 days to prove that it could
get access to the groundwater.
They also gave their support to a 50-year lease for the
site, and instructed CEO Greg
Trevaskis to prepare a business
case to excise the land from the
foreshore’s A-Class Reserve.
Mr Hipkins said he did not
know whether the lease would
be at commercial rates, or a
peppercorn rent.
“A lot of it depends on the
contribution towards car parking, and it depends on how much
the government wants out of the
lease,” he said.

Fun and games … The notorious hot pool in the 1930s.

“His proposed grounds
of appeal are not easy to
understand,” Justice Michael
Buss said in his judgment on
Randeep Singh Dhillon’s appeal,
published last Friday.
Mr Dhillon’s grounds included
suffering a miscarriage of justice
because a 1800-page WA Police
investigation wasn’t tendered
at his 2016 District Court trial.
Mr Dhillon also argued the
state applied too late to have
two prosecution witnesses give
evidence via video at his trial.
Justice Buss said the relevance
of the 1800-page investigation
had not been explained, if it
existed at all.
He said Mr Dhillon’s
submissions about the video
witnesses were “barely
coherent”, and had no merit.
After his five-day trial Mr
Dhillon, was sentenced to 18
months’ jail, suspended for a
year.
He was convicted on three
counts of fraud involving
$80,469.27 after he was involved
in creating false invoices for
dental practice equipment.
Justice Buss said the jury’s
guilty verdicts were supported
by evidence.
In February last year, Mr
Dhillon was ordered to pay
$90,000 in Dental Board costs.
The State Administrative
Tribunal also disqualified him
from applying for registration
for 2½ years.
In November 2016, the SAT
found Mr Dhillon had shown
professional misconduct.

Ladies Golf Programs

+ FREE MEMBERSHIP!!!
Sign up and complete either the Beginner or Advanced
course and you will receive THREE FREE MONTHS
of Membership upon completion.

• Tuesday Classes start on the 24th of July
• Friday Classes start on the 27th of July
• Classes will run for 7 weeks
FOR THE
• Beginners 9.30am - 10.30am
PROGRAM
• Advanced 10.30am - 11.30am
• We will cover all aspects of the game

$129

Taught by PGA professionals
David Stoltze / Andrew Marchbank

To make a booking please contact the Pro Shop on 9384 8879,
email us at proshop@seaviewgolfclub.com.au
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Inside Outside House by Craig Steere M+C Residence 6012 by Philippa Mowbray Methodist Ladies’ College Junior Years by Roscommon house by Neil Cownie Architect.
Photo: Michael Nicholson
Architects. Photo: Red Images Fine Photography
COX Architecture. Photo: Peter Bennetts
Architects. Photo: Joel Barbita

Western suburb architecture shines
By BEN DICKINSON

The army of architects who
worked on Optus Stadium
crowded the stage at last
Friday’s WA Architecture
Awards ceremony at St
George’s Cathedral, taking out
five top-tier awards.

Projects from the western
suburbs also shone, picking up
awards and commendations in
five categories.
Craig Steere Architects
took out the top-tier Marshall
Clifton Award for Residential
Architecture in the new houses
category for an “Inside Outside
House” at 168 Broome Street in
Cottesloe.
Architects from the firm designed the house to “blur the
distinction” between internal
and external spaces, according
to the project description.
They used a series of slender
columns to support a cantilevered structure that resembles
a floating box, which houses the
more private living area and
bedrooms.
A perforated brick wall and
a two-storey high “extrusion”
provide shelter to the outdoor
space, and frame the view of
norfolk island pines.
The builder was Brooks
Construction.

The Boatshed Market Wine Loft by Matthew Crawford Architects.
Photo: Dion Robeson
Also in the new houses
category, Philippa Mowbray
Architects picked up an award
for “M+C Residence 6012”
in Mosman Park’s exclusive
Saunders Street.
The house was designed to
emulate the cliff slope that
it replaced, according to the
architect.
“[It] was a sheer, steep rise
from one end to a flattened-off
top at the other,” the firm wrote
in its description.
“The design philosophy was
to create a building that felt

grounded and formed part of
the cliff.”
The house was built by Maek
Residences.
Neil Cownie took out two
awards for a house in Floreat’s
Roscommon Road, in the new
houses and interiors categories.
“My clients have a love for
modernism and concrete,” Mr
Cownie wrote in a project description.
“They wanted a family home
that respected and drew on the
modernist history of the area.”
A wave-like concrete roof was

BOUTIQUE APARTMENT IN THE HEART OF DALKEITH
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Freshwaters by Paul Burnham
Architect. Photo: Jody D’Arcy

The-timber clad building
makes the most of its riverside
site, blending in with its verdant
surrounds while offering panoramic views of the river.
Masterbuilt Constructions was
the builder.
Cox Architecture earned
a commendation in the
Educational Architecture
category for its junior years
redevelopment at Methodist
Ladies’ College.
PACT Construction brought
the plans to life, using fluted
metal screens to connect old
and new buildings.

LUXURY PENTHOUSE ͵ SOPHISTICATED ENTERTAINER
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inspired by the City Beach and
Floreat beach kiosks, designed
by architect Tony Brand in the
1970s, as well as the old City
Beach Surf Life Saving building.
Simon Pendal won the top-tier
Iwan Iwanoff Award for Small
Project Architecture with his
design for a renovation of the
public entrance to a 1970s apartment complex at 19 Broome
Street in Cottesloe.
A “monolithic” concrete roof
is shaped to admit light, while a
teal green interior is designed
to remind residents and visitors
of swimming.
The builder was Kelly
Building.
The aerial wine loft addition
to Cottesloe’s Boatshed Market
earned Matthew Crawford
Architects a commendation in
the small projects category.
The Boatshed’s roof had to be
removed for the project, while
a 220-tonne crane lowered four
shipping containers that would
make up the wine store on to the
building’s original boat-building
gantry.
RK Brine Master Builders
finished the project last year.
In the Commercial Architecture category, architect Paul
Burnham received an award for
Peppermint Grove’s Freshwaters
cafe.
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$2.3M
32/87 WARATAH AVE, DALKEITH

$1.495M
27/87 WARATAH AVE, DALKEITH
• Spacious 182m2 apartment
• North facing with entertaining terrace
• Luxury European inspired interiors
• Kitchen tailored to the entertainer
• Gaggenau appliances & Vintec fridge
• Seamless indoor/outdoor entertaining
• High ceilings & loads of natural light
• 2 generous master bedroom suites
• 2 elegant bathrooms & separate P/room

2

2

2

• Masses of robes & internal storage
• Reverse cycle ducted A/C
• Security card access t/out building
• 2 secure car bays & 6m2 Storeroom
• Dalkeith Village Shops next door
• Walk to Cafes, Restaurants & Doctors
• Close to QE2 Medical Hub, UWA & CBD
• Golf, Tennis, Yacht Clubs, River nearby
• Pet friendly – subject to strata rules

OPEN FOR INSPECTION SATURDAY 11.00ͳ12.30PM
FOR PRIVATE INSPECTION
CALL CHERYL STEWART: 0427 916 818
9388 3333

• Meculously craed 305m2 penthouse
• 54m² Alfresco terrace – vergola roof
• Spacious open-plan living areas
• Spanning over 2 levels
• Vaulted ceilings
• Mezzanine level living area
• Customized kitchen
• Solid American White Oak ﬂooring
• Caesar Stone benchtops
• Vintec Wine fridge
• Gaggenau kitchen appliances including:
2 wall ovens, 2 warming drawers,
microwave oven, coﬀee machine,
dishwasher
• Reverse cycle ducted air-condioning

3

3

2

• Traverne marble to bathrooms
• 3 generous master suite bedrooms
• 3 superb ensuite bathrooms
• Heated ﬂooring & heated towel rails
• Formal living and dining
• Massive theatre/living room
• Fied plantaon shuers
• Tailored curtains to the living area
• Blinds ﬁed to the skylights
• Sing room & study area
• Loads of built in robes and storage space
• Security card access t/out building
• Video security intercom
• 2 secure car bays & 9m² store room
• Pet friendly subject to strata rules

OPEN FOR INSPECTION SATURDAY 11.00ͳ12.30PM
FOR EXCLUSIVE VIEWING
CALL CHERYL STEWART: 0427 916 818
9388 3333

