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A little bit about myself…… 

Hello, my name in Ronan Carey and I want to be your Entertainments Officer on the 

Students’ Union for the academic year 2018/2019. I am a second-year Process and 

Chemical Engineering student with a passion for entertainment and events. Since 

starting in UCC I have engaged with university life in every way I could. 

I am a regular student who sometimes sleeps through their 9am’s and whose love is 

easily bought with a hot chicken roll or coffee. However, I know that I have the 

experience required to succeed in this position in the SU, and I am confident I have a 

lot to offer you, the students of UCC. 

On my very first day of college I joined the Ents Crew and so started my journey of 

engaging with the SU. I spent my first-year learning who everyone was and what role 

the SU played in college life. This journey started with me sitting in my first year 

induction talk, seeing the entertainments officer talk about their job and thinking to 

myself, that’s what I want to do. 

Fast forward to this time last year, I was elected the College Representative for 

Science, Engineering and Food Science for this year’s Students’ Union. This however 

wasn’t going to be enough. I had more to give, so I also ran for Entertainments Officer 

for Engineering Society, a position which gave me the opportunity to spend the year 

improving my Ents skills. I have also decided to continue my work on the Ents crew 

and engage with the welfare crew. Finally, if that wasn’t enough for one person 

pretending to do a degree I joined the Student Community Support and then finally 

figured I had enough of a work load for one year Balancing all these roles, a part time 

job, a degree and a social life has proven difficult, but I’d be lying if I said I didn’t love 

every minute of it. 

Without further ado, let me show you what I want to do for you if elected. 

 

  



 

 

 

 

DOCKLANDS 

One of the biggest risks ever taken by UCCSU but also possibly one of the biggest 

successes it has ever seen was Docklands. As Ents officer I would hit the ground 

running with organisation and preparation for the return of Docklands Music and 

Culture Festival. This year I was on the ground for the day and saw first-hand what 

can go wrong on such a large-scale event but also how successful it can be with the 

collaboration of SU officers, Societies Executive and the Clubs Executive. Docklands 

has the potential to get bigger, with a revised health and safety plan and proposal to 

university bodies and venue owners. Next year has the potential to see even more 

students come down to really showcase what UCC has to offer. This event also offers 

a unique opportunity to stage the skills and talents of UCC’s own student’s, while also 

seeing big acts preforming. 

 

OKTOBERFEST ON CAMPUS 

Bringing Oktoberfest to campus seems like a fantastic way to pull students through 

their first six weeks back in college. On campus there are four venues with licenses to 

sell alcohol. Setting up areas in Devere Hall, Mini Rest, Old Bar and New Bar would 

bring a great buzz to campus and offer an interesting change to the calendar. Equally 

it doesn’t have to stop there, it could easily give the platform for students to perform 

on campus, bringing music and food stalls to the students of UCC. I would welcome 

the opportunity to work with various societies on this particular project. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

RAISING AND GIVING ALL YEAR 

Almost everyone who has previously run for this position has talked about running a 

year of Raise and Give events, but this has always proved difficult. If elected, I will 

ensure that all officers of the Students’ Union come together before the 

commencement of semester one to decide the charities that we will be raising money 

for. This has never been done before and I would love to take the opportunity to start 

collections from Freshers Week and run Raise and Give events all year until the end 

of the year. By committing to the selection of Raise and Give charities from the start 

of my term it will give us the chance to break the current record, to bring the original 

meaning of Raise and Give back to the fore and to ensure the longevity of Raise and 

Give Week for many years to come. 

 

RAISE AND GIVE WEEK 

One of the biggest events of the college year is Raise and Give Week. As 

Entertainments Officer, I will bring bigger crowds to campus and create the buzz that 

the week deserves. Ensuring that there are a multitude of day time events across 

campus and working with the Old and New bar to open earlier therefore bringing the 

atmosphere back onto campus that we have been lacking since the reduction in bar 

hours. I would love to build upon the templates of previous years to hopefully bring 

amazing events from main campus to satellite campuses. Year in year out there are 

pledges to host more events on satellite campuses and many have failed, I as a 

student who is frequently off campus will fulfil these promises and have the ability to 

run events on satellite campuses. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

WELFARE WEEKS 

I promise to utilise my position on the SU to not only engage with students’ 

entertainment needs, but hopefully bring light to the welfare of the students. While 

liaising with the elected Welfare Officer and Equality Officer, I would hope to bring 

bigger welfare weeks, such as Mental Health Week, Body Positive Week, Body and 

Soul Week and Shag Week. Being on the SU would give me the platform to work on 

these amazing events and to highlight their importance in a more student friendly 

manner. Equally ensuring that for large scale events that calm spaces are made 

available for students with disabilities and sensory issues. Finally putting in place harm 

reduction policies for all events by working with the Deputy President and Welfare 

Officer to promote safety and drug awareness. 

 

FRESHERS WEEK & REFRESHERS WEEK  

One of the best weeks in the college year is Freshers Week, it is an amazing way to 

welcome incoming first years to our university. I would like to continue the work I’ve 

outlined here ensuring that day time events run throughout the week and return the 

focus on commencing the semester. It offers a platform to show off, not only to our 

first years but the entire university, what the Students’ Union has to offer for the year 

– and I promise not to disappoint. This year saw the loss of Refreshers Week in order 

to ensure the continuation of other events throughout the year. However, I would like 

to continue the work from Freshers Week to bring a big, eventful and exciting 

Refreshers Week that the whole university can enjoy. 

 

CULTURAL EVENTS 

One of the current outstanding mandates for the SU entertainments officer is to bring 

more cultural events to UCC. This in my mind is an easy mandate to engage with, with 

so many societies and clubs on campus, liaising with students across campus could 

not be easier. I would be more than happy to be on the Societies Executive next year 

to enable me to build a relationship with these societies and have a mutually beneficial 

relationship.  



 

 

COMEDIANS & GUEST SPEAKERS 

Another outstanding mandate I am ready to enhance and engage with is to ensure 

that more non-alcohol events are scheduled on campus. Bringing comedians and 

guest speakers to campus throughout the year has always proved popular among 

students. I would love to bring comedian hypnotists and Irish comedians to UCC and 

celebrate the talent available to us. Hosting a variety of famous musicians, bands, 

actors and social media stars on campus to talk about their careers and story of their 

success would allow the Entertainment events to cater to the different interests of more 

UCC students.  

 

STUDENT SKILLS 

All students love to enjoy themselves and everyone does that in different ways. I want 

to bring students a variety of events where they can have fun and build on skills they 

wouldn’t have already had. Introducing on-campus courses such as barista training, 

make-up, photography, or painting are just a few of the many possibilities. These have 

the potential to be events that students not only enjoy but also use to further their skills 

and build on that all-important CV. I intend to bring all of the above to you throughout 

my term as Entertainments Officer if elected by working with the Comms Officer and 

further pursuing the idea of non-alcoholic events that are both fun and useful.  

 

ARTS BALL 

I’ve been involved in the organisation of the last two Arts Balls and was heavily 

involved in this year’s Engineering Ball. These balls were run differently and have 

given me a great insight into different styles of events. This has allowed me to learn 

what does and what doesn’t work, and what the students want once they get to the 

hotel. I have a lot of experience in this field and would hope to build upon the templates 

from previous Ents officers to bring an amazing night for all students. 

 

 

 



 

 

CHRISTMAS DAY 

Unless you live under a rock you’ve heard about the events that unfolded this year on 

Christmas day and you also know that it will not be returning to UCC. I would like 

however to bring the focus back to the festivities of Christmas and bring an event to 

UCC that would focus on the turning on of the lights, mince pies, Christmas jumpers 

and some carols. There were undoubtedly some issues this year on Christmas day so 

if any form of festive event was to be run I would of course involve Student Community 

Support as a precautionary measure to ensure student safety, minimise resident 

complaints, and to allow the event to run smoothly. Christmas day has been cancelled 

in many other universities and third level institutes, however offering alternative events 

has proven to work very effectively in ensuring both student enjoyment and a decrease 

in complaints and disruption to residents. 

 

COLLEGE REPS & ENTS REPS 

My experience as a college rep has allowed me to see exactly what a college needs 

individually but I feel I am now ready to work with the whole university. I would relish 

the opportunity to work with college reps which have such big roles in the organisation 

of events such as Brookfest and Arts Week. Equally I would like to increase the 

communication channels between Entertainments officer and Ents Reps in classes.  

 

MORE THAN JUST ENTS 

It’s not all fun and games, most students will never know that the Entertainments 

Officer sits on many boards across the university as a representative of the students. 

For example, the Students Facilities Service, Club Aras and Old Bar, just to name a 

few. I would engage with all committees to ensure that while you are on campus 

everyone’s number one priority is students. I am committed to continuing the amazing 

work started on both the Alcohol and Substance Abuse Policy and Community 

Engagement Project, which will work together to improve the public view on students 

around Cork. 

 



 

 

TO FINISH 

I would just like to thank you for taking the time to read my manifesto. I am confident 

that I have the perfect mix of passion, knowledge and experience that would make me 

the best candidate for the job. I hope to see you all out voting on March 6th and 7th and 

please don’t forget to Vote Ronan for Ents! 


