
SECA Automatismes, a specialist provider of embedded 
electronics and tests benches well-known by the major 
aerospace and defense contractors for over 40 years joins 
Alkan Group, the European leader in carriage, release and 
ejection systems.

At the end of a 5 months process conducted by Aurignac 
Finance, advisors of the shareholders Michel Nespoulous and 
Yves-Jacquin Depeyre, the company has been sold to Alkan 
Group. SECA Automatismes was founded in 1978 and located 
in Saint Soupplets, near Paris, France. The company designs, 
assembles and maintains high added value electronic, electro-
mechanical and IT equipment for aerospace and defense 
sectors, particularly in France with the Dassault’s Rafale 
program.
Managed by Franck Hayoun for nearly 20 years, SECA 
Automastismes has a turnover of more than EUR 7 m and 
employs about 30 people.

For Alkan Group, managed by Armand Carlier with the support 
of Groupe Chevrillon and IDI, this strategic acquisition is 
intended to complement the Group’s know-how with new 
expertise in electronics, testing devices, wiring and embedded 
equipment. This build-up will allow the constitution of a 
European center of excellence in the fi eld of aircraft equipment 
which will generate about EUR 50m turnover, of which 50% 
from export.

“Aurignac Finance had contacted me on a previous transaction, 
their strong knowledge in the aerospace sector convinced us to 
give them a mandate of sale for SECA Automatismes. Their control 
of the process led to achieve this transaction in the best possible 
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About AURIGNAC FINANCE :

AURIGNAC FINANCE assists international 
groups and dynamic companies in 
designing and implementing their 
development strategies, through 
external growth, corporate transactions, 
and fund-raisings.

Incorporated in 2004, AURIGNAC 
FINANCE is the French representative 
of the international network MERGERS 
ALLIANCE, which gathers more than 
20 members and off ers geographic 
coverage in over 30 countries worldwide.
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Participants / Advisors:

SECA Automatismes: Michel Nespoulous, Yves 
Jacquin-Depeyre, Franck Hayoun
Alkan: Armand Carlier, Lionel Levy
Groupe Chevrillon: François de Guitaut, 
Charles Best, Caroline Jurien de la Gravière
IDI: Julien Bentz, Alexis Garand-Clavel, Tatiana 
Nourissat, Jonas Bouaouli

Aurignac Finance (Advisor to the Seller / 
M&A): Raphaël Brenier, Christine Kairouz, Yann 
Chamary
LMT Avocats (Advisor to the Seller / 
Corporate): Antoine Lemétais, Franck Sergent, 
Manuel Agostini

Goetzpartners Corporate Finance (Advisor 
to the Buyer / M&A): Guillaume Piette, Jeanne 
Delahaye
Odéris (Advisor to the Buyer / Finance): 
Aurélien Vion, Paul Locatelli 
HBC (Advisor to the Buyer / Corporate): 
Erwan Cossé 
Hogan Lovells (Advisor to the Buyer / 
Taxation): Laurent Ragot 
Hogan Lovells (Advisor to the Buyer / 
Financing): Alexander Premont, Ariane 
Berthoud

conditions and put the company on a long-term footing within a 
dynamic group.” (Michel Nespoulous, Seller)

“We realize the 4th transaction in the aerospace and defense sectors 
over the past 18 months. It strengthens the Aurignac Finance’s 
expertise in these fi elds. The good knowledge of the aerospace and 
defense value chains and its players in France and around the 
world that we’ve accumulated for years has clearly contributed 
to the success of the process. Several identifi ed potential bidders 
have expressed strong interest for SECA Automatismes, among 
which Alkan Group. The latter was quickly recognized as a 
relevant candidate, both on the industrial aspect with a high 
level of complementarity and on numerous commercial synergies 
between the two companies.” (Raphael Brenier, Partner, Aurignac 
Finance)
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