
 
Customary Questions by the Court  

for Approval of a Settlement Agreement 
 

Is this document (or the terms recited at the time of the hearing) your 
Agreement? 

Has anyone forced, threatened, or coerced you into entering into this Agreement? 

Has anyone promised you anything to get you to enter into this Agreement? 

Are there any “side deals” you have entered into outside this Agreement? 

Have you received sufficient financial information (from the Opposing Party) to 
enable you to make an intelligent decision about the Agreement? 

Have you provided accurate financial information to the Opposing Party? 

Do you consider the terms for property division to be fair and equitable to you? 

Do you understand that once the property division is approved, it is final and 
cannot be modified? 

[If Applicable] Do you understand that if you give up the right to alimony, it is a 
permanent waiver of that right, and you cannot ever come back and get alimony 
from your Spouse? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Pertaining to Children Only 

Is the Agreement in the best interests of the child[ren]? 

Do you understand that the Court can modify the terms of your Agreement that 
pertain to the minor children if there is a substantial change of circumstances 
later that affects them? 

Has the Guardian ad Litem answered all of your questions and done everything 
you have asked him/her to do? Are you satisfied with the services that have been 
rendered by the Guardian? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 



Has your attorney answered all your questions and done all that you’ve 
requested him/her to do, and are you satisfied with the services that have been 
rendered on your behalf? 

Are you under the influence of alcohol, narcotics, or any other substance that 
would have impaired or is impairing your understanding about the Agreement 
either during the negotiations or at this hearing? 

Do you understand that you have the right to a trial, and that you are giving up 
that right by entering this Agreement and asking the Court to approve it? 

Do you understand that the Court could have made a different resolution of the 
issues? 

Do you understand that once the Agreement is approved, it becomes a Court 
Order and is enforceable just like any other Order; in other words, if either you 
or the Opposing Party violates the Agreement and the violation is found to be 
willful, you can be held in Contempt of Court and punished by fine, incarceration, 
community service, or a combination of any of those penalties? 

Can you comply with all the terms of the Agreement? 

Do you want the Court to approve your Agreement and make it an Order? 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Some judges may ask these additional questions. If any of these questions may be 
an issue in your case, discuss with your attorney before you go to court: 

Pertaining to you or anyone who lives with you: 

 Been investigated by the Department of Social Services? 
 Have a criminal record? 
 Abuse alcohol or drugs/have an alcohol or drug problem? 
 Had his or her parental rights terminated? 
 Been involved in any instances of domestic violence? 

 

 

DISCLAIMER: The materials available at this web site are for general informational 

purposes only and not for the purpose of providing legal advice. You should contact an 

attorney to obtain advice with respect to any particular issue or problem. Use of and 

access to this website or any of the materials contained within the site do not create an 

attorney-client relationship between Carolyn M. Bone, LLC and the user or browser.  

 


