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BCA533: Power of Hybrid Media
(Formerly Advanced Electronic Media)
Fall 2020 Course Syllabus
Sections &
Times

22392769: MW 4:00–5:30

Credits

3

Place

Moore Hall 120

Instructor

Dr. Trevor Diehl
diehl1th@cmich.edu
Office hours: Virtual M/W 2-3 or by appointment, Moore 313
Office phone: 989-774-3973

Course Description
Analysis and discussion of post-broadcast and hybrid media practices as they relate to
politics, society, and representation. Emphasis on streaming, mobile, and social media
platforms.
The purpose of this class is to introduce students to the recent history of new media as well
as key theories and concepts for understanding media technologies in the digital era.
Emphasis is given to the nature of hybrid media in action (the convergence of “new” and
“old” forms of media logic as they alter political organization structures, journalism, public
communication, and public opinion).
We will also take a deeper look at the major players in digital communication: Facebook,
Twitter, Google, Apple, and others. The purpose is to examine how these companies
leverage comparative advantages to shape the playing field where struggles for media
power emerge.
Prerequisite
BCA 332; or graduate standing
Learning Outcomes*
1. Analyze history of recent developments in new media technologies and their
impact on broadcasting and post-broadcast era professional practices.
2. Articulate key theories and concepts of digital and social media, connecting them
to contemporary social, cultural, economic, political, and technical conditions and
concerns.
3. Explain such concepts within the framework of your own areas of interest.
4. Examine how communication technology reflects power struggles as they relate
to public communication and political behavior.
5. An improved ability to write clearly and engagingly.
**Graduate students will develop novel research question related to hybrid media and your
particular area of research interest.
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HyFlex Course Structure: Virtual Classroom with In-Person Options
This course will follow a “HyFlex’ instruction mode that combines face-to-face learning with
the option to stream classes remotely. To ensure social-disancing guidelines for the room,
you have the option to attend the course in-person or via WebEx.
Our meetings will be a mix of lecture, discussion of readings, group exercises, and lab work.
In order to get the most out of class discussion, all the readings and assignments for a
particular class should be finished before that meeting.
Required Reading:
Chadwick, A. (2013). The hybrid media system: Politics and power. Oxford: Oxford
University Press.
Peters, B. (Ed.) (2016). Digital keywords: A vocabulary of information society and culture.
Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press.
There will be additional reading assignments every week. Readings will be provided as
needed by the instructor. See the course schedule for details.
Resource Requirements
All students taking this course will need a CMU user ID/password and access to a computer
with reliable access to Blackboard and WebEx and/or Microsoft Teams. You also need to
have a working camera and microphone.
Attendance
Students must regularly attend class. Physical or virtual absence not resulting from a
documentable medical or family emergency, or mental absence (i.e. sleeping in class, etc.),
will be deemed an unexcused absence. Starting with the third unexcused absence, the
student will be assessed a 25-point penalty against their final course grade for each further
absence. All documents for excused absences must be submitted within two (2) weeks of
the date of the absence. Documentation turned in after that deadline will not be accepted.
Students are responsible for all coursework, regardless of attendance. If you miss a class,
excused or not, you are still responsible for labs, quizzes, and other material covered that
day.
Course Assignments and Workload
1) Three reading responses (30%): Three times during the semester you will write a brief
analytical response to the week’s readings, submitted via Blackboard. These essays should
be approximately 3 pages in length. Details will be posted to Blackboard.
Each week, paper authors will be asked to initiate class discussion by raising questions
related to the week’s readings. A sign-up schedule will be posted on Blackboard the first
week of class. Weekly discussion papers will be evaluated based upon their concision and
clarity, demonstrated understanding of the readings, and on the quality of the points and
questions you raise for class discussion.
2) Recent research reports (RRR) for graduate students, recent news reports (RNR) for
undergraduate students (10%): Twice during the semester you will present a brief, one-page
update on recent trends in scholarship (graduate students) or current events (undergraduate
students). These reports are designed to connect us to the most recent, up-to-date issues
and events in the field of technology and new media studies. Details will be posted on
Blackboard.
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2) Final paper (40%): Students may choose one of two formats for their final paper.
Students on an academic track are encouraged to write an original research paper or an indepth literature review examining a topic related to social media platforms, emerging media
practices, or theories that address news media. Students on a professional track are
encouraged to write an original analysis that critiques media practices and offers proposals
for improvement.
In either case, this paper should explore the concepts in our readings and extend them to
new situations and cases, media platforms, or issues. Students must submit a 500-word
prospectus describing their intended final paper project (5% of the final paper grade).
3) Final paper presentation (10%): We will devote the last class meeting(s) to brief
presentations on your final paper projects.
4) Participation in class discussions (10%): If we are to have robust and well-informed
participation class discussions, all the reading for a particular class should be finished before
that meeting. Students should make an honest effort to actively contribute to those
discussions.
Grading
Grading scale for final grades:
A 100 - 93.50%
B 86.49 - 83.50%
C 76.49 - 73.50%

A- 93.49 - 89.50%
B- 83.49 - 79.50%
C- 73.49 - 69.50%

B+ 89.49 - 86.50%
C+ 79.49 - 76.50%
E 59.49 - 0%

Late Work/Missed Assignments
Most work cannot be late because the class meeting for that day depends on your
contribution. In general, you will lose one letter grade per day if you fail to hand-in an
assignment when due (e.g. an ‘A’ paper will automatically become a ‘B’ paper). I will not
grade assignments more than 7 days late. Please note that for the final paper, late papers
will not be accepted except in cases of exceptional circumstances.
Incomplete Policy
Incomplete grades will only be given in cases where a student is unable to complete or
attend the class. In such cases, the decision of the instructor is based solely on written,
verifiable documentation submitted well in advance of the final exam/project due date.
Acceptability of documentation/verification is left to the instructor’s discretion. It is also the
student’s responsibility to file for incomplete status.
BCA & CMU Policies
COVID-19 University Requirements
Face coverings, such as masks, and social distancing (6 feet apart) are required in all
buildings and classrooms (CMU’s policy on face coverings). Students who have
forgotten their face coverings may obtain a disposable mask from one of the 40 vending
areas on campus. Vending machine locations are available on the Fired Up for Fall website.
The evidence is clear that face coverings are a crucial part of keeping coronavirus at
bay and support the university’s commitment to providing all members of its community with
a safe, healthy, caring, and supportive environment. Masks should cover the entire nose
and mouth, per guidelines from the Centers for Disease Control
(https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/how-to-wear-cloth-face-
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coverings.html). Students whose unique and individual circumstances require an alternative
face covering, as indicated by a medical condition may request one. To request an
alternative, students should contact Student Disability Services (SDS).
Refusing to wear a mask in any building or classroom without an accommodation letter from
Student Disability Services is a violation of university regulations (section 3.2.31 of the
Student Code of Conduct) and exposes the student to possible sanction for not adhering to
university regulations. Refusing to maintain social distancing guidelines also violates the
same university regulations. Students not adhering to the policy on face coverings or social
distancing will be asked to leave the classroom and the building. In addition, faculty and/or
staff may file a report with the Office of Student Conduct.
Students with Disabilities
Central Michigan University provides students with disabilities reasonable accommodations
to participate in educational programs, activities, or services. Students with disabilities who
require accommodation to participate in class activities or meet course requirements should
contact the instructor as soon as possible so that arrangements can be made. Students with
disabilities requiring accommodation to participate in class activities or meet course
requirements must first register with the Office of Student Disability Services (120 Park
Library, telephone 774-3018; TDD 774-2586). Reasonable accommodations will be
determined on a case-by-case basis.
Policy on Academic Integrity
On May 5, 2009, the Central Michigan University Academic Senate approved the Policy on
Academic Integrity, which applies to all university students. Copies are available on the CMU
website at: https://www.cmich.edu/AcademicSenate; or in the Academic Senate Office in
Ronan 280. All academic work is expected to follow these policies. This includes practices
related to plagiarism and proper citation. Course work that directly copies or presents
the work of others without clear attribution will receive an automatic zero on the first
offense, and a final grade of ‘E’ on the second offense. Cite your sources, period.
School of BCA Policy on Classroom Civility
All CMU students are expected to comply fully with the Responsibilities of Students, as
stated in the CMU Code of Student Rights, Responsibilities and Disciplinary Procedures,
available online at: https://www.cmich.edu/ess/studentaffairs/Pages/Student-Rights.aspx
School of BCA Policy on Class Absences
Absences for which the student is requesting special accommodation must be requested in
advance and in writing. These absences may adversely impact the student’s grade.
Intellectual Property Protection Statement
In order to protect the intellectual property interests of the instructor, the privacy interests of
student members of the class, and to encourage an open and fair exposition of all student
views in the classroom without fear that student views expressed will be recorded and
possibly posted in another forum, recording of classroom lectures and conversations is not
permissible without the express, prior written consent of the instructor. Unauthorized
recording of classroom activity shall be considered a violation of the CMU Student Code of
Rights, Responsibilities and Disciplinary Procedures.

