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What	is	the	Basis	for	Human	Rights	&	the	Right	to	Life?		
	

Thomas	W.	Jacobson,	M.A.	
	
Can	the	liberties	of	a	nation	be	thought	secure	when	we	have	removed	their	only	firm	basis,	a	
conviction	in	the	minds	of	the	people	that	these	liberties	are	the	gift	of	God?		That	they	are	not	
to	be	violated	but	with	His	wrath?		Indeed	I	tremble	for	my	country	when	I	reflect	that	God	is	

just:	that	His	justice	cannot	sleep	forever.	
–	Thomas	Jefferson	(1782	A.D.)1	

	
One	of	the	first	objectives	of	the	United	Nations	following	the	massive	loss	of	human	life	

during	World	War	II	was	to	“to	reaffirm	faith	in	fundamental	human	rights,	in	the	dignity	and	
worth	of	every	person.”2		Toward	this	objective,	UN	Member	States	created	a	Commission	on	
Human	Rights	(CHR)	and	assigned	it	to	create	an	International	Bill	of	Rights.		To	facilitate	this	
effort,	the	CHR	appointed	U.S.	First	Lady	Eleanor	Roosevelt	as	chairman.		In	mid-1947,	the	CHR	
chose	eight	members	–	Australia,	Chile,	China,	France,	Lebanon,	U.S.S.R.,	United	Kingdom,	and	
United	States	–	to	be	the	drafting	committee.		Lebanese	Ambassador	Charles	H.	Malik,	a	
Christian	and	“leading	spokesman	of	the	Arab	League,”3	was	designated	Rapporteur	with	
principal	responsibility	for	the	text.		In	September	1948,	the	CHR	forwarded	a	draft	version	of	
the	document	to	the	U.N.	Third	Committee	responsible	for	human	rights	issues,	headed	by	Dr.	
Malik.		He	led	representatives	from	all	58	Member	Nations	through	85	laborious	meetings	to	
reach	agreement.		Incredibly,	the	final	document,	named	the	Universal	Declaration	of	Human	
Rights	(UDHR),	was	unanimously	approved	by	the	General	Assembly	on	10	December	1948.		
While	representatives	of	nations	had	many	disagreements,	they	agreed,	“Everyone	has	the	
right	to	life”	(Article	3).							
	

Yet	completely	contrary	to	this	Declaration,	between	1948	and	2015,	a	total	of	110	nations	
authorized	abortion	and	have	murdered	over	1	billion	unborn	babies,	and	continue	to	
exterminate	over	1	million	every	month.		That	is	a	far	greater	tragedy	than	World	Wars	I	and	II	
and	all	other	wars	combined.		Accordingly,	it	is	time	to	reflect	on	what	our	generations	have	
done	and	restore	a	right	understanding	of	human	rights,	especially	the	foremost	right	to	life.				
	
What	does	it	mean	to	be	human?		When	the	UDHR	drafters	began	their	discussions,	they	
knew	they	had	to	define	what	is	Man,	what	is	human?		Dr.	Malik	observed,		
	

“(T)he	very	phrase	‘human	rights’	obviously	refers	to	man	and	that	by	‘rights’	you	can	only	
mean	that	which	belongs	to	the	essence	of	man.	…	We	are,	therefore,	raising	the	
fundamental	question,	what	is	man?”4			

	

To	answer	that	question,	we	must	look	back	to	creation	and	the	Creator.		During	the	process	of	
creation,	the	Creator	made	plants,	vegetation	and	trees	“after	their	kind,	with	seed	in	them,”	
giving	them	the	capacity	to	reproduce	after	their	own	kind	only.		He	also	made	“every	winged	



Abortion Worldwide Report (2017-05)   Part I 

What is the Basis for Human Rights?  2 

bird	after	its	kind,”	every	fish	and	sea	creature	“after	their	kind,”	and	animals	“after	their	kind.”		
Finally,	“God	created	man	in	His	own	image,	in	the	image	of	God	He	created	him;	male	and	
female	He	created	them”	(Genesis	1:11-27).		Thus	Man	was	the	pinnacle	of	creation.		Man	
alone	was	made	“in	the	image	of	God.”		Thus,	to	be	human,	male	or	female,	is	to	reflect	the	
image	and	likeness	of	God,	distinct	from	and	above	all	other	creatures	on	earth.			
	
Thus,	like	Dr.	Malik,	we	believe	that	God	Himself	created	Man	in	His	image,	and	this	is	the	
unchanging	basis	of	the	“inherent	dignity”	and	identity	of	every	person	(UDHR	Preamble).5		
	
Humanity	of	the	Child	in	the	Womb.		The	humanity	of	the	preborn	child	as	a	separate	
human	being	was	abundantly	evident	in	the	prior	brief	on	Scientific	and	Medical	Evidence.		
From	the	moment	of	conception,	a	unique	human	being	exists,	with	his	or	her	own	DNA,	
distinct	from	the	mother.		A	new	human	life	begins	at	the	moment	of	conception	or	
fertilization.		It	is	not	a	“blob	of	tissue,”	or	an	ape,	cat,	dog,	or	other	creature.		Indeed,	“All	flesh	
is	not	the	same	flesh,	but	there	is	one	flesh	of	men,	and	another	flesh	of	beasts,	and	another	
flesh	of	birds,	and	another	of	fish”	(I	Corinthians	15:39).		The	tiny	baby	is	human!							
	
Are	All	Humans	Persons?		When	does	a	baby	become	a	“person”?		When	should	the	law	
protect	his	life?			
	
Biblical	view:		In	addition	to	being	created	in	God’s	image,	there	are	other	truths	that	reveal	the	
unique	personhood	of	each	child	in	the	womb:				

• God	knows	each	child	before	he	is	conceived6;		
• God	is	sovereign	over	a	woman’s	capacity	to	conceive,	opening	or	closing	her	womb7;		
• God	forms	each	child	in	the	womb8;		
• God	is	sovereign	over	whether	the	child	is	a	boy	or	a	girl,	evident	in	normal	birth	rates	

not	affected	by	elective	abortion;		
• Each	child	is	“a	gift	of	the	LORD”	(Psalm	127:3);		
• Every	conceived	child	is	an	eternal	being,	and	given	the	opportunity,	can	choose	to	

receive	eternal	life.9				
	
Some	modern	views	of	children	in	the	womb	radically	conflict	with	this	high	view	of	human	life	
and	personhood,	some	concur	after	tragedy,	and	some	concur	when	they	see	the	truth.				
	
Pro-abortionist	view:		Most	people	who	support	or	obtain	abortions	do	not	appear	to	
adequately	comprehend	that	abortion	terminates	the	life	of	an	innocent	human	being.		That	
truth	is	denied	or	deliberately	kept	from	them.		When	a	woman	goes	to	a	clinic	or	hospital	for	
an	abortion,	those	performing	the	abortion	will	never	allow	her	to	see	her	baby	on	an	
ultrasound.		Yet	the	abortionist	may	use	a	live	ultrasound	picture	to	guide	him	in	dismembering	
the	baby.		Afterwards,	the	abortionist	or	his	assistant	examines	the	body	parts	–	the	head,	
torso,	arms	and	hands	and	fingers,	legs	and	feet	and	toes	–	to	be	sure	that	the	entire	baby	was	
extracted	from	the	mother’s	womb.10			
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Pro-abortionists	won’t	acknowledge	the	humanity	or	personhood	of	a	baby	in	the	womb,	at	
least	of	an	unwanted	baby,	because	doing	so	would	preclude	abortion.		They	declare,	
“Personhood	at	conception	is	a	religious	belief,	not	a	provable	biological	fact.”11		NARAL	Pro-
Choice	America	opposes	all	measures	to	recognize	the	“personhood”	of	a	preborn	child,	
because	they	understand	doing	so	would	affirm,	“that	life	begins	at	conception”	and	therefore	
give	“legal	rights	to	a	fertilized	egg.”12		Consequently,	pro-abortionists	fight	to	deny	any	legal	
protection	for	children	not	yet	born.					

	
Post-abortive	view:		What	happens	to	women	after	abortion?		If	they	only	had	a	blob	of	tissue	
or	tumor	removed,	there	would	be	no	cause	for	sorrow	or	grief.		Yet	countless	post-abortive	
women	testify	of	their	trauma	upon	realizing	they	took	the	innocent	life	of	their	unborn	child.		
Georgette	Forney,	who	aborted	her	first	child	when	she	was	16,	but	eventually	found	
forgiveness	and	healing	through	Jesus	Christ,	co-founded	the	Silent	No	More	Awareness	
Campaign.		On	their	website,	thousands	of	women	and	men	from	many	countries	share	painful	
testimonies.13		Honest	post-abortive	women	and	men	recognize	the	humanity	and	personhood	
of	their	unborn	child.						

	
View	of	pregnant	women	who	see	their	baby	through	ultrasound:		When	women	considering	
abortion	go	to	a	pregnancy	clinic,	and	see	their	tiny	baby	on	an	ultrasound	machine,	the	
majority	instantly	recognizes	the	image	as	their	own	baby	and	chooses	life.14		
	
We	affirm	that	a	unique	human	“life	begins	at	conception,”	that	every	human	is	a	person,	and	
that	every	person	should	be	protected	by	law	from	conception	to	natural	death.		To	be	human	
is	to	be	a	person.					
	
What	are	Rights?		Defining	the	nature	of	human	rights	was	a	challenge	for	the	authors	of	
the	UDHR,	resulting	in	a	mixture	of	inherent	and	other	“rights.”		Dr.	Malik	focused	on	inherent	
human	rights:			
	

“If	they	simply	originate	in	the	state	or	society	or	the	United	Nations,	it	is	clear	that	what	
the	state	now	grants,	it	might	one	day	withdraw	without	thereby	violating	any	higher	law.		
But	if	these	rights	and	freedoms	belong	to	man	as	man,	then	the	state	or	the	United	
Nations,	far	from	conferring	them	upon	him,	must	recognize	and	respect	them,	or	else	it	
would	be	violating	the	higher	law	of	his	being.”15			

	
The	word	“rights”	is	derived	from	the	word	“right.”		In	the	first	American	Dictionary	of	the	
English	Language	(1828	A.D.),	Noah	Webster	defined	“right”	as:		
	

“In	morals	and	religion,	just;	equitable;	accordant	to	the	standard	of	truth	and	justice	or	the	
will	of	God.		That	alone	is	right	in	the	sight	of	God,	which	is	consonant	to	His	will	or	law;	this	
being	the	only	perfect	standard	of	truth	and	justice.		In	social	and	political	affairs,	that	is	
right	which	is	consonant	to	the	laws	and	customs	of	a	country,	provided	these	laws	and	
customs	are	not	repugnant	to	the	law	of	God.”16						
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Thus,	true	human	rights	are	those	that	are	based	on	the	same	“higher	law”	foundation.			
	
Recognizing	the	Source	of	human	rights	and	higher	law	was	a	huge	challenge	in	the	1940s,	and	
is	a	far	greater	challenge	now.		Dr.	Malik	observed:		“The	real	crisis	in	human	rights	…	(is)	the	
fact	that	people	today	do	not	believe	they	have	natural,	inherent,	inalienable	rights”	because	
they	have	“lost	(their)	hold	on	God.”17		Indeed,	any	human	rights	that	are	inherent	and	
inalienable	must	of	necessity	be	granted	by	God	or	conform	to	His	higher	law.		While	most	
Americans	have	forgotten	these	truths,	the	Founding	Fathers	of	the	United	States	affirmed	
them	in	their	Declaration	of	Independence:		“We	hold	these	Truths	to	be	self-evident,	that	all	
Men	are	created	equal,	that	they	are	endowed	by	their	Creator	with	certain	unalienable	Rights,	
that	among	these	are	Life,	Liberty,	and	the	Pursuit	of	Happiness.”18				
	
Thus,	inherent	human	rights	come	from	the	Creator	God,	and	life	is	the	first	and	most	basic	
human	right.		The	inherent	basis	for	true	human	rights	and	the	right	to	life	are	the	same.		But	
without	the	foremost	right	to	life,	all	other	rights	are	meaningless	to	a	dead	person.					
	
The	Right	to	Life	Begins	at	Conception	and	is	Unalienable.		The	Biblical,	scientific,	
and	medical	evidence	confirms	that	human	life	begins	at	conception.		The	conceived	child	is	a	
unique	and	separate	human	being.		Therefore,	the	right	to	life	begins	at	conception	and	is	
unalienable.		Many	countries	recognize	the	right	to	life	from	the	moment	of	conception:			
	

• “The	right	to	life	is	inviolable	from	conception	to	death”(Art.	37,	Dominican	Republic	
Constitution,	2010).		

• “The	right	to	life	is	inviolable.	…	The	unborn	shall	be	considered	as	born	for	all	rights	
accorded	within	the	limits	established	by	law”	(Arts.	65	&	67,	Constitution	of	the	
Republic	of	Honduras,	1982).				

• “The	State	acknowledges	the	right	to	life	of	the	unborn	and,	with	due	regard	to	the	
equal	right	to	life	of	the	mother,	guarantees	in	its	laws	to	respect,	and,	as	far	as	
practicable,	by	its	laws	to	defend	and	vindicate	that	right”	(Art.	40.3.3,	Constitution	of	
Ireland).			

• “Every	person	has	the	right	to	life.		The	life	of	a	person	begins	at	conception”	(Art.	26.1	
&	2,	Constitution	of	Kenya,	2010).		

• “The	State	recognizes	the	sanctity	of	family	life	and	shall	protect	and	strengthen	the	
family	as	a	basic	autonomous	social	institution.		It	shall	equally	protect	the	life	of	the	
mother	and	the	life	of	the	unborn	from	conception”	(Art.	II,	Sec.	12,	Constitution	of	the	
Republic	of	The	Philippines,	1987).		

	
A	similar	provision	is	in	the	American Convention on Human Rights (1969):  	
	

• “Every person has the right to have his life respected. This right shall be protected 
by law and, in general, from the moment of conception. No one shall be arbitrarily 
deprived of his life” (Art. 4.1).	
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7	Universal	Principles	for	Discerning	and	Protecting	Inherent	Human	Rights.		
Here	are	seven	universal	principles	for	discerning	and	protecting	inherent	human	rights.		The	
same	are	essential	aspects	of	the	foundations	of	good	civil	government.				
		
1.		Foundation	for	law	and	the	rule	of	law	in	“the	Laws	of	Nature	and	of	Nature’s	God.”		
Through	the	U.S.	Declaration	of	Independence,	for	the	second	time	in	history	(the	prior	was	
Israel’s	exodus	from	Egypt),	a	people	claimed	their	right	to	separate	and	govern	themselves	
based	on	authority	to	do	so	given	to	them	by	God.		That	understanding	came	from	“the	Laws	of	
Nature”	(imputed	into	creation),	“and	of	Nature’s	God”	(His	Law	written	in	the	Bible).19		Both	
reveal	that	(1)	God	created	man	in	a	state	of	nature,	pre-existing	any	form	of	civil	government,	
and	(2)	that	the	universal	Law	of	God	therein	is	the	only	fixed	and	unchanging	basis	for	forming	
laws	and	establishing	the	rule	of	law.			
	
2.		Foundation	in	self-evident	Truths,	consistent	with	conscience.		The	concept	of	self-evident	
truths	is	found	in	the	Bible:	“that	which	is	known	about	God	is	evident	within	them;	for	God	
made	it	evident	to	them”;	this	includes	by	His	“Law	written	in	their	hearts,	their	conscience	
bearing	witness”	(Romans	1:19;	2:15).		Based	on	such	Scriptures,	the	American	founding	fathers	
concluded	that	God	Himself	makes	certain	truths	evident	to	all	mankind.					
	
3.		Affirm	that	“all	Men	are	created	equal.”		One	of	those	truths	is	that	all	mankind	“are	created	
equal”	because	all	are	created	by	God	–	regardless	of	circumstances	of	conception,	parents,	
color,	nationality,	or	disability.		Although	He	made	a	distinction	in	the	roles	of	male	and	female,	
they	have	equal	worth	before	Him.				
	
This	principal	of	equality	was	tested	and	eventually	proven	true	in	the	United	States.		At	the	
founding,	slavery	existed	in	half	of	the	states.		But	eventually	Americans	fought	the	bloodiest	
war	in	their	history,	the	Civil	War,	to	abolish	slavery	and	vindicate	the	self-evident	truth	upon	
which	the	nation	was	founded	–	that	all	humans	are	created	equal.					
	
4.		Declare	that	“unalienable	Rights”	are	those	“endowed	by	their	Creator.”		This	is	the	only	
basis	for	classifying	any	human	rights	as	“endowed,”	“inherent,”	or	“inalienable.”		True	
unalienable	human	rights	are	given	by	God,	not	by	man	or	government,	and	conform	to	the	
righteous	and	just	Law	of	God.					
	
5.		Declare	the	right	to	Life,	Liberty,	and	other	specific	“unalienable	Rights.”		The	first	
unalienable	right	is	the	right	to	Life,	because	life	is	a	gift	from	the	Creator,	and	without	life,	all	
other	human	rights	are	meaningless.		The	second	right	is	Liberty,	because	God	created	mankind	
to	be	free	but	accountable	directly	to	Him.		Any	human	power	exercised	over	him,	as	an	adult,	
should	only	be	by	his	consent.		The	third	right	listed	in	the	U.S.	Declaration	is	“the	Pursuit	of	
Happiness,”	which	means	full	freedom	to	pursue	a	right	and	happy	(blessed)	relationship	with	
God	and	people.		Sexual	rights	and	responsibilities	are	included	among	these,	but	only	within	
the	covenant	of	marriage.20													
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Thomas	Jefferson,	principal	author	of	the	Declaration	of	Independence	(and	later	3rd	President,	
U.S.)	said	in	1774:		“The	God	who	gave	us	life,	gave	us	liberty	at	the	same	time:	the	hand	of	
force	may	destroy,	but	cannot	disjoin	them.”21		It	is	impossible	to	preserve	liberty	if	respect	for	
the	right	to	life	is	lost.			
	
6.		Establish	a	government	that	will	“secure	these	Rights.”		“(T)o	secure	theses	Rights,	
Governments	are	instituted	among	Men”	(U.S.	Declaration).		Thus,	a	foremost	duty	of	civil	
government	is	to	protect	its	people	by	securing	the	rights	given	to	them	by	God.			
	
7.		Ensure	government	“by	the	Consent	of	the	Governed.”		The	authority	to	establish	a	
government	to	protect	the	lives,	liberties,	property,	land,	and	nation	of	a	people,	comes	from	
God	through	the	consent	of	the	people.		In	1785,	James	Madison,	father	of	the	U.S.	
Constitution	(and	later	4th	President,	U.S.),	said:			

	

“If	‘all	men	are	by	nature	equally	free	and	independent’,	all	men	are	to	be	considered	as	
entering	into	Society	on	equal	conditions;	as	relinquishing	no	more,	and	therefore	retaining	
no	less,	one	than	another,	of	their	natural	rights.”22		

	
Human	Rights	defined:		Based	on	the	above,	all	rights	endowed	by	God	are	inherent	and	
unalienable	to	every	person,	from	the	moment	of	conception	to	natural	death.		The	first	
unalienable	human	right	is	the	right	to	Life,	which	includes	the	right	of	self-defense	and	the	
duty	to	protect	innocent	human	life.		A	human	right	is	a	right	to	uphold	or	do	what	is	good	and	
right	in	the	sight	of	God.		The	proper	exercise	of	a	right	will	always	be	in	harmony	with	loving	
God,	and	loving	people	“as	yourself”	(Matthew	22:37-40).		
				
A	right	is	the	right	to	do	what	is	right	in	the	eyes	of	God.23		Any	human	right	must	be	based	
upon	God’s	truth	and	purposes	for	humanity.		No	wrong	is	among	the	“natural	rights”	given	by	
God	to	man.		As	clearly	evident	in	the	natural	law	and	in	Scripture,	murdering	another	human	
being,	regardless	of	the	motive	or	rationale,	can	never	be	a	“human	right.”		And	as	U.S.	
Representative	Chris	Smith	says	as	he	boldly	defends	women	and	babies,	“Abortion	is	not	a	
human	right!”24						
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