
….And Dialogue
AMRI, 29 May 2019

Tim Norton SVD

God is Mission; We are Mission 



Loving God, You make each living person in your image and likeness 
And present us as a gift and seed of love to the human race. 

We praise you, Lord, for all of your gifts. 

Lord, we see you in all those living with disabilities  
And give you thanks for loving parents  

Who welcome and nurture them 
Even in the face of obstacles or rejection. 

Guide our hands to build access and welcome 
Guide our minds  to understand the power and wisdom of human vulnerability 

Guide our actions to create communities  
Open to the gifts of each individual. 

May we understand that your body is incomplete  
When people are left behind.  

We pray through Christ, Our Lord. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Biex1XR_mpo



Nemi









AMRI STRATEGIC PLAN 
GOALS 
Mission & Dialogue (one of four) 
“Inspired by the Gospel and Church teaching, AMRI 
as a centre for mission and dialogue, promotes 
collaboration by engaging with existing and 
emerging realities in the Church and wider society.” 

OBJECTIVES 
“Be open and receptive to evolving understandings 
of mission at home and abroad.”



“Look at that! Brilliant! You kill the leader and 
you nip the whole movement in the bud.”

Michael Leunig:



But we know it didn’t happen like that!

• We know you can’t kill God

• Within days the disciples who fled in terror (Mk 14:50)…

• ….who had left Jerusalem disillusioned (Lk 24) ….

• ….who had locked themselves away in fear (Jn 20:19)….

• …..began to experience Jesus as raised 

from the dead!



We also know it didn’t end there… 

At Pentecost, they began to realize that the Spirit and mission given to Jesus was theirs! 



• They realized that the prophetic works of the Spirit of giving 
life, freedom, forgiveness in the person of Jesus…

• … were now being embodied in them

• Early ideas that mission was only towards Jews gradually enlarged to 

understanding that gospel was for all people

• Ethiopian Eunuch, Cornelius, Antioch



• When first communities moved beyond boundaries 
of Judaism,  church was born

• Only in understanding that God’s mission resided 
in them did they understand themselves as church

• Church realizes itself in mission, in evangelization

• missionary by its very nature; deepest identity

• the mission has a church (Bevans)

The church becomes the 

church as it engages in the 

practices of the Trinity



Sr Orla Treacy, a Loreto 

Sister, was recently 

presented with an 

International Women of 

Courage award for her 

fearless work with young 

people in South Sudan. 

Br Peter Tabichi OSF, 
a Franciscan Brother 
(3rd Order Regular) 
who won the Global 
Teacher Award for his 
dedication to education 
in his native Kenya. 

A little Italian woman in a grey habit also stands out 

this Easter time. She has been on the frontline in the 

fight against human trafficking. No wonder Pope 

Francis has asked Sr Eugenia Bonetti (Consolata

Sr) to prepare the texts for the Good Friday 

ceremonies at the Colesseum - where time past 

meets time present on today’s Via Crucis. 

Who is doing mission?

(AMRI Chronicle 

Easter 2019)



Jonny Baker, Anglican

• Works with young adults in England, 
unchurched, ignorant of Christianity

• Task—find grace in this secular and 
sometimes anti-religious culture, not 
condemn it outright

• Patient listening and sympathetic observation

• Finding ways of proclaiming the gospel

• Noticing when the sacred is being mediated 
in and through everyday local culture



Pope Francis

When in Myanmar, at 

request of Cardinal Bo, did 

not mention Rohingyas

But in Bangla Desh—

Apologized

“The presence of God today is called 

Rohingya”



All five—practicing Dialogue

• Sr Orla – remaining (a radically 
prophetic act) while staying in dialogue

• Br Peter – in dialogue with students, 
staff, families; just being a great 
teacher can be very prophetic role

• Sr Eugenia – takes the opportunity to  
state things people sometimes don’t 
want to hear (Prophet?)

• Jonny Baker - only way to proclaim is 
to be in dialogue (Prophet?)

• Pope Francis unable to confront in first 
circumstance – but when he leaves…

All five—practicing Prophetic Dialogue



I. Mission as Dialogue

 A spirituality, a basic attitude

 The norm and necessary manner for every form 
of Christian mission (Vat Sec for Non- Christians 1984)

 Way of doing mission that is convinced of 
presence of Spirit before arrival of missionary

 Openness to being evangelized by those we 
are evangelizing

 Dialogue aimed at ‘converting’ the other to 
one’s own religious faith and tradition is 
dishonest and unethical; it is not the way of 
harmony  (FABC)

Some teachers bend the ‘im’ out of impossible

https://www.google.it/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjEldenpKziAhXPY1AKHSO9Dy8QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://indianexpress.com/article/trending/trending-globally/ghana-teacher-ms-word-on-blackboard-facebook-post-viral-5079824/&psig=AOvVaw1B1w7gPb25NF05xwiYNlUo&ust=1558516344826893
https://www.google.it/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjEldenpKziAhXPY1AKHSO9Dy8QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://indianexpress.com/article/trending/trending-globally/ghana-teacher-ms-word-on-blackboard-facebook-post-viral-5079824/&psig=AOvVaw1B1w7gPb25NF05xwiYNlUo&ust=1558516344826893


 Always prefer to be taught by all, rather than desiring to teach even the least of all
(EG 117 – quoting John of the Cross)

 Each person dialogues with his or her identity. The church grows by attraction not 
proselytizing (P. Francis - Argentine weekly Viva)

 The church must discover the power of silence. Confronted with the sorrows, doubts and 
uncertainties of people she cannot pretend to give easy solutions (Tagle, 2012 Synod)

 Silence not only gives us the God who is Stillness, but, just as importantly, teaches the public 
self of us what to speak (Chittister, Wisdom)

Mission as Dialogue



II. Mission as 
Prophecy

• The prophet is one “whose eye is 
opened, and who hears and speaks the 
words of God; […] a person of three 
times: the promise of the past, the 
contemplation of the present, the 
courage to point out the path toward the 
future (P. Francis, 2013)

• Prophecy always employs dialogue 
method - more than being nice

• Can be joyful, difficult, risky (calculated), 
need to be faithful – even to death  
(OCSO monks of Tibhirine, Dorothy Stang SSND)

• Rooted in Dialogue: listen / see, discern 
/ judge, speak out / act

• Living in Christian community is also 
counter-cultural and prophetic       
(Gerhard Lohfink)



Religious Life, as the lifeform most closely modelled on that of Jesus’ original itinerant 

band, also involves participation in these various forms of ministry of the Word. But I 

want to suggest that one of those ministries, prophecy, is central to and defining of the 

Religious lifeform as it was of Jesus’ pre-Easter ministerial life (Schneiders, NCR 2010)

Standing with the poor, for human life, for creation, for community’s integrity is 

part of being missional church

Mission as Prophecy



III. Mission as Prophetic Dialogue
• Mission always discerned

• Mission always contextual

• When should we engage in 

dialogue?

• When should we engage in 

prophecy?

• Which one? How much of each?

• Regularly evaluating!



Small Groups

1. Examples of mission as prophecy

2. Examples of mission as dialogue

3. What do you think of the term

‘prophetic dialogue’?



– Proclaiming, serving and witnessing to to God’s 

reign of salvation, love and justice (Schroeder 2008)

- Single but complex reality (John Paul II – RM 41)

1. Witness and Proclamation

2. Liturgy, Prayer & Contemplation

3. Justice, Peace, Integrity of Creation

4. Interreligious & Secular Dialogue

5. Inculturation

6. Reconciliation

Mission Mission



1) WITNESS AND 
PROCLAMATION

• The first means of evangelization is the 
witness of an authentically Christian life (EN 41)

• If our words are not consistent with our 
actions, our evangelism is inauthentic. The 

combination of verbal declaration and visible 
action bears witness to God’s revelation in 

Jesus Christ and of his purposes                
(WCC, “Together towards Life” 86)

• Example is not the main thing in influencing 
others; it is the only thing (Albert Schweitzer) 

• Modern women and men listen more willingly 
to witnesses than to teachers, and if they do 

listen to teachers, it is because they are 
witnesses (EN 41)

• Gap between the two…



WITNESS AND 
PROCLAMATION

When do we proclaim?

• Teaching

• Preaching

• Writing

• Leading

• Sharing our lives and our work

How do we proclaim? With -

• Confidence

• Humility

• Respect

• Creativity

• Conviction

• Stories

• Joy (Evangelizers should never look like 
they’ve just come back from a funeral)



What do we proclaim? • There is no true evangelization if the name, 
the teaching, the life, the promises, the 
Kingdom and the mystery of Jesus of 

Nazareth, the Son of God are not 
proclaimed (EN 22)

• Our proclamation should be such that it 
radiates the splendor of the good news so 
that God’s message can be recognized in 

our words  (C107 SVD)

• The gospel about Jesus; the gospel of Jesus

• For Christians in Asia, to proclaim Christ 
means above all to live like him, in the 

midst of our neighbours of other faiths and 
persuasions, and to do his deeds by the 

power of his grace. Proclamation through 
dialogue and deeds – this is the first call to 

the Churches in Asia (FABC)

WITNESS AND PROCLAMATION



2) LITURGY, PRAYER, 
& CONTEMPLATION

• 1927: Patrons of Mission - Francis Xavier 
and Thérèse of Lisieux

• Thérèse: Passion for mission - all 
continents, all times!

• Saw herself as a barely glimmering 
candle in a sacristy

• Communal prayer - poverty of 
intercessory prayer

• Praying for needs of the world
• The church lives from the centre with its 

eyes on the borders (Robert Hawkins)

• Life of Liturgy, prayer, and contemplation 
is constitutive of the church in mission



• ritual rehearsal for ministry (W. Huffman)

• marvelously fortifies the faithful in their capacity to preach Christ (SC 2)

• liturgy after the liturgy

• Our worship is ended—let the service begin—not in cozy fellowship, but in costly 

mission (Simon Chan)

• Mission really is about creating space ……where all are invited, all may come in and 

where, ultimately, we may be surprised at who is feasting at God’s table (Cathy Ross, Anvil)

• not only bread and wine, but you and me becoming the body and blood of Christ (Bob Taft)

LITURGY, PRAYER, & CONTEMPLATION



LITURGY, PRAYER, 
& CONTEMPLATION

• Beach missions; come and see services; Taize
• Bringing in the world: vestments, songs in different languages, 

testimonies, experiences & reflections of different world views, 
prayers reflecting what is happening in our world

•People not simply sitting at the back like 
most Catholics  - but those who are curious. 

We never know who is with us
•The more the celebration of our faith is 
rooted in local reality, the more ecclesial 

and universal it will be. The more personal 
and participative our liturgy, the more 

transformative it will be (Cattáneo)

• Outside In & Inside Out



LITURGY, PRAYER, & CONTEMPLATION

• Contemplation—a deeper level of attention that 
leads to involvement with needs of the world

• Contemplation necessary for work of 
reconciliation—see our own wounds, enables us to 
wait, listen, watch (Schreiter)

• We and our world interpenetrate. It is only in 
assuming full responsibility for our world, for our 
lives and for ourselves, that we can be said to live 
really for God (Merton)

Cloister like telephone 
booth of Dr. Who – can 

draw us into encountering 
world and others more 
from viewpoint of God 

(Arnold)

• Carmelite prayer and contemplation are directed to the 
support, welfare, and apostolic fruitfulness of all those 
engaged in the work of spreading the gospel of Jesus 

Christ' inspired by St Teresa (Carmelite website)

• Time with God could be listening to the dawn chorus or 
watching light reflect in a puddle as much as it could be 

taking freshly baked bread to a neighbour or sitting 
quietly in church saying prayers (Pip Nicholls) 





3) JUSTICE, PEACE AND THE INTEGRITY OF CREATION
• History of commitment to charity in 

mission: Saint Paul, early Christians, 

monasteries, Elizabeth of Hungary, 

Vincent de Paul

• Shift with Rerum Novarum (P. Leo 

XVIII), foundation Cath Social 

Teaching; take care of those in need; 

address unjust structures

• Participation in God’s ongoing work of 

liberation and reconciliation by the Holy 

Spirit, therefore, includes discerning 

and unmasking the demons that exploit 

and enslave. For example, this involves 

deconstructing patriarchal ideologies, 

upholding the right to self-determination 

for Indigenous peoples, and 

challenging the social embeddedness 

of racism and casteism ( WCC 43)



• Education

• Health Care

• Trafficking of Peoples

• Migrants and Refugees

• Microfinancing

JUSTICE, 
PEACE AND THE 
INTEGRITY OF 

CREATION



JUSTICE, PEACE AND THE 
INTEGRITY OF CREATION

“From now on it is only through a conscious choice and 
through a deliberate policy that humanity can survive

(John Paul II at Hiroshima)

‘What does the Lord require of you but 
to do justice, love mercy and walk 
humbly with your God’ (Micah 6:8)    

The inspiration and overriding focus we 
draw from this encompasses all aspects 
of our lives; the being, doing and saying 
of living out the Gospel; in short, this is 

called integral mission                      
(Sheryl Haw, Director Micah Network)



JUSTICE, PEACE AND THE INTEGRITY OF CREATION

• Connection with Justice and Peace, but not so much with mission

• Mission includes witnessing to the goodness of God’s creation and joining 
humanity in caring for it  (Schroeder)

• Simple Lifestlye: Being creative in living and enhancing (not destroying) 
environment

• Repentance is not feeling bad but thinking different (Rudy Wiebe)

• Humanity cannot be saved alone while the rest of the created world 
perishes  (WCC 2013: 23)

• Eco-mission… is not an optional extra. It is an integral part of mainstream 
mission. It is part of what the Church is meant to be about (Ayr)

• P. Benedict (green pope), Dennis Edwards, anti-fracking Lorettos
Maybe not as disastrous as Tuesday 
night’s movie, but we have to prevent 
ourselves from destroying this world



1. Can you name some prophetic ministries of 
Witness and Proclamation among your

members?
2. How much is Witness and how much is

Proclamation?
3. Liturgy, Prayer and Contemplation – how can 

we think of these as mission? Examples? 

Small Groups



4)  INTERRELIGIOUS  AND 
SECULAR  DIALOGUE

• Dialogue is…the norm and necessary manner
of every form of Christian mission                  
(Vat Sec for Non Christians)

• Implicitly or explicitly proclaiming our Christian 
faith and heritage in dialogue – how do we 
proclaim?

• In faithfulness to the divine initiative, the 
Church too must enter into a dialogue of 
salvation with all men and women (DP 38)

• Real dialogical encounter with a context or 
religion…..leads Christians to a discovery of 
the ‘fullness of Christ’; the complementary side 
of explicit Christian witness and invitation to 
conversion (Heim)



• Dialogue of Life, Action, Religious 
Experience, Theological Exchange 
(Bevans & Schroeder)

• While others may consider the diversity
and plurality of postmodern Europe 
and North America as challenges that 
the Church has to confront and 
overcome, for the Asian bishops, the 
question is rather how the Asian local
churches could find themselves at
home with such diversity and plurality
(Johnathan Yun-Ka Tan)

INTERRELIGIOUS  AND 

SECULAR  DIALOGUE

• Dialogue based on 

belief that God’s 

grace and love is

present in all people
(Schroeder) 



5)  INCULTURATION

• The adaptation of the way Church teachings are 

presented in different cultures and, in turn, the 

influence of those cultures on the evolution of 

these teachings (contextual theology)

• Contextual Theology –

• Experience of the past (scripture / tradition)

• Experience of the present (context) culture, life, 

contemporary thought, faith etc

• You may, and you must, have an African 

Christianity (Paul VI)

• It is our task to work with the local church in its 

efforts to express the gospel message without 

distortion in the thought patterns, languages and 

symbols of its culture  (SVD C 113)



• Most urgent and most 
controversial issue in mission 
both now and for decades to 

come (Phan)

• A ‘world’ Christianity and a 
‘world’ church  

• Popular religiosity

• We would not do justice to the 
incarnation if we thought of 
Christianity as monocultural

and monotonous (EG  117)

INCULTURATION



6) RECONCILIATION      
(as Prophetic Dialogue)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=afvN6se3Yug

1. Personal: broken relationships, physical-sexual abuse, violent 
crimes, natural disasters

2. Cultural: Native Americans, Aboriginals, African Americans, 
Latinos/as, Catholics and Protestants in Ireland

3. Political: Truth and Reconciliation Commission; Guatemala; 
Rwanda; Sri Lanka

4. Ecclesial: Current sexual abuse scandal; women in the church

Often painful, risky, unsuccessful

• Churches should be trusting enough in the reconciling grace of 
God to admit their own failings and find ways of working toward 

reconciliation   (Schreiter 1998)

• The work of reconciliation . . . becomes a font of genuine Good 
News for the countless victims of the world’s wars, oppressive 

regimes, and the rip-saws of globalization   (Schreiter)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=afvN6se3Yug


• that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not 
counting people’s sins against them. And he has committed to 

us the message of reconciliation. (2Cor 5:19)

• The new evangelization calls on every baptized person to be a 
peacemaker and a credible witness to a reconciled life (EG 239)

• Church needs to learn again how to lament in the face of 
suffering, trauma and pain (Cathy Ross citing Emanuel Katongole)

• Forgiveness is not just a nice word to us: We bet on it, we 
cultivate it, and we know it is very much in the human nature 
to strive for a peaceful existence. We know love only begets 
love and that this is true even with one’s enemies. Love, not 

revenge, settles the score (Carolyn Woo, CRS)

RECONCILIATION



Spirituality of 
RECONCILIATION • Learn to listen

• Develop interior life

• Be present

• Accept anger

• Develop communities of 
reconciliation

• Develop ways of 
celebrating sacrament

• Do not be afraid



MISSION 


