
  

 

Welcome to our first quarterly Newsletter 
Message from CEO & Founder Hanan Amer 

 
Welcome to our first edition! I am very delighted to launch  
this first edition of the Amal Women Association newsletter 
which will inform and inspire you on quarterly basis with 
the beautiful yet challenging work we do at Amal.  

We have started this newsletter to keep in touch and share 
with our readers how we are serving the community.  

I would like to thank you for pausing from your busy day to 
read the first issue of our Newsletter. We at Amal are keen to 
respond to the interests of our readers and look forward to 
your feedback and comments on this first edition using the 
contact information.   

The word AMAL means “Hope” and by providing practical 
help and  much needed support, AMAL reach out to the 
vulnerable women and their families giving them a ray of 
hope by helping them to live more independently and to reach 
their full potential. 

AMAL Women’s Association, is a company limited by 
guarantee since October 2016, registered under Part 18 of the 
Companies Act 2014. It is Women’s organisation based in 
Dublin, working in the community to raise the voice of 
Muslim women in society. AMAL work with Women and 
young people in a safe and inclusive manner encouraging 
personal development, and increase their contribution in the 
community and integration within Irish society. 

Every quarter approximately 12-20 cases are reported in 
Amal where women are victim of domestic violence and need 
support in finding home, accessing to various community 
services, filling different applications/forms (most of the 
Amal service users are non English speakers). At present 
Amal with the network of 15 Volunteer women,  support and 
help to deliver a range of services to the women in need to 
highlight the problems and raise the strong voice of Muslim 
women and youth in  Irish society. 
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Our Information  
T:    0896122893  

E :  amal.hope@outlook.ie 

A:  37 Dame street Dublin 2 
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Something about AMAL 

http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/2014/en/act/pub/0038/sec1172.html


  

 

Protest against EU ruling on Hijab in workplace 

     

 

 

 

 

 

   

The European Court of Justice ruling came during a case when  two Muslim women  were 
sacked from their jobs because they wore hijabs. This decision sparked outrage among 
Muslims and non-Muslims alike; no one is supposed to be a subject to such compulsion and 
pressure. As a result all AMAL joined hands in the protest, organized by the Muslim Sisters 
of Éire and the European Network Against Racism outside the EU Parliament’s Dublin 
offices on Mar 21st 2017. 

The protest was in response to a European Court of Justice ruling that said that private 
employers  has the legal right to ban women from wearing hijabs to work. We here at Amal 
Women's Association, strongly condemned and deplore the decision rendered by the 
European Court of Justice.   

 

Support &  console to Refugees 

 
A lot of Irish communities are not 

aware that Amal is actively 
involved in supporting the newly 

arrived refugees in Ireland 
 
We are working with Kildare Volunteer 
Centre  to help settle refugees coming 
from  Syria, Lebanon, Somalia, Iraq and 
different  zones. 
Amal not only collect and distribute 
donated items to the refugees but also 
take them to the recreation trips on 
special occasions like Eid-ul-Fitr and Eid
-ul-Azha . 
Up to now we have supported around 
more than 100 refugees, which includes 
elderly people to new born babies. 
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On Mar 14, 2017, The 

European Union's top court 

ruled that companies may ban 

staff from wearing Islamic 

headscarves and other visible 

religious symbols under 

certain conditions 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

International Women’s Day 2017 

 
On the day we had Women’s Aid guest speaker Ruth O’Dea  who imparted a very crucial 
educative message on domestic violence. It was followed by Hijab Ban and Hate crimes 
related Q and A session with Laragh Pittman, Louise and Nadette from Glencree, Paulina 
Szramowska a member of Amal group and Gardaí by profession voiced her support and 
ways to report incidents. It all surely ended on a very light note with some delicious food, 
cake, henna and flowers to our special ladies to show our gratitude to them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Punctuation” opened at the Chester Beatty Library  
as part of The National Neighbourhood Project 

To mark the International 

Women’s Day, Amal 

Women’s Association 

organised a small get 

together for the lovely 

women we work for along 

with the dedicated team of 

our volunteers.  

 

 

Our neighbourhood project did some 

wonders “How to forge new 
friendships with new neighbours” 
published Irish independent newspaper  
“Punctuation” exhibition displayed the 
efforts of Artist Helen Barry and our 

volunteers hand crafted 8ft 
embroidered hanging containing 99 
names of Allah.This is currently in 
display in Chester betty library. 

The First Lady-Sabina Higgins truly 
motivated us  by her words. “We must 

recognise the value of solidity - that we 
are all in this small, vulnerable planet 
together and we are all related”  

Nor Nasib’s comment was simply 
overwhelming  "I want to educate  

people in the community and show them that we 
are friendly and welcoming. We want you to visit 
the mosque and we want to be your friends” 
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Connecting: From left, artist Helen Barry, artist, 

Punctuation, Nor Nasib, Deputy Lord Mayor of Dublin 

Rebecca Moynihan and Sabina Higgins 



  

 

 

 

Amal Women’s Association has received a tremendous support and encouragement from all the wonderful 
individuals, communities and partner organisations. With our very first newsletter we would like to extend 
a hand of friendship and give our very heartfelt thanks and best wishes to  

Aras an Uachtaráin Invite - President of Ireland, Michael D. Higgins and First lady, Sabina Higgins. 

Islamic Foundation of Ireland ,Railto Community Network (RCN), Fatima2-Sarah and Ann, Islamic Relief 
Worldwide (Refugee project), Youth Workshops by Swicn- Ivana 

Farkhanda Chaudhry  (A Former Commissioner with the Women's National Commission Community, 
recipient of MBE Award , presently Corporate Equalities Officer with  East Renfrewshire Council) & 
Ghizala Awan (A researcher, a lecturer and a psychologist, working as a Program Development Officer 
with Voluntary Action Fund Scotland) for training & symposium 

Neighbourhood project- Dublin Culture Connects, National Concert Hall, Chester Beatty Library-Helen 
Barry and Hanan Dirya, ENAR Ireland (National Action Plan Against Racism), Five Lamps Festival- 
Louise and Nadette from Glencree and Laragh Pittman ,Migrants Rights Centre Ireland ,Women’s Aid  

And all those who supported us in spirit and kind to continue to provide our service to the 
community .                                                                                                          

Amal Women’s team felt honoured 
to be   invited at Aras an 
Uachtaráin.  

It surely generated electric 
empowerment and President’s 
motivational speech makes us want 
to double our efforts.  

 

President Meets Amal Team Cover of Dreams at 5 Lamps festival 

Hanan Amer from Amal Women’s group –The CHANGE AGENT. Thanks to Laragh, Louise 
and Nadette from Glencree and 5 Lamps Festival  

A textile artwork produced in 2016 by women from 
our group with artist Laragh Pittman; was displayed in 
Marino College, Dublin 1, for the 5 Lamps Festival in 
April. During a special women's event, "Welcoming 
Coffee" an interactive discussion was facilitated by 
Nadette Foley and Louise Keating from Glencree 
centre for Peace and Reconciliation. This was a great 
opportunity for Muslim and non- Muslim women to 
meet and talk on a friendly basis and discuss such 
issues as the Hijab ban, racism, and integration. We 
gathered support and invited the women to visit the 
Mosque for our coffee mornings. 

 

We couldn’t have done it without your support 
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