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PRESIDENT’S LETTER
Bill Richardson
bill@drca.org

I hope you all had a good holiday season and that
you and your houses have made it through the
bitter January cold OK. I encourage all of you to
come to our next Donaldson Run Civic Association
(DRCA) membership meeting, which will be held
on February 7 at Taylor School.
As usual, the
meeting begins at 7:30 p.m., with our social half
hour beginning at 7:00.
We are delighted to have as one of our guests at
our upcoming meeting the County Board’s newly
appointed Chair, Katie Cristol. Katie was elected
to the Board in 2015. She serves on the Joint
Subcommittee on Facilities of the School and
County Boards, represents Arlington on the
Northern Virginia Transportation Commission, and
is Co-Chair of Project PEACE, an interagency
collaboration to address domestic and sexual
violence in our community.
In her opening address as Chair of the County
Board last month, Katie identified as one of her
principal goals for 2018 an engagement on the
“Middle Middle,” a range of multi-unit or clustered
(continued on page 2)

TIME TO PAY DUES!
If you’re wondering whether you’re a dues-paying
member of the DRCA, just check the mailing label
on page 8 of this newsletter. For those of you who
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are current in your dues, our thanks. With your
support, DRCA is able to carry out its mission and
communicate with residents within the Donaldson
Run boundaries via publication and distribution
of The Current. If you’re not a dues-paying DRCA
member and would like to join, we’d welcome
your support. Annual dues—which run on a
calendar year—are $15 per household. Checks
should be made out to DRCA and submitted to
association treasurer Maxine Nagel at 2900 North
Stafford Street, Arlington 22207.
For those DRCA residents who receive The
Current via email (and, therefore, cannot check
dues status on their mailing labels), please contact
DRCA by email (mknagel@gmail.com) or at 703524-5093 to determine dues status.

The next Donaldson Run Civic Association meeting is
Wednesday, February 7 at Taylor Elementary at 7:30 p.m.
A social half hour starts at 7 p.m.

PRESIDENT’S LETTER
(continued from page 1)

housing types compatible in scale with singlefamily homes. One area for study is the “taper” of
development that transitions from denser, transitrich areas to single family neighborhoods (such as
DRCA). Two other of Katie’s priorities will be
returning Metro to sound footing, and making
childcare more accessible. The kickoff meeting for
the Child Care Initiative will be held at Central
Library on January 25, from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Prior to her tenure on the County Board, Katie
served on the County’s Commission on the Status
of Women and was appointed by the School Board
and the Randolph PTA as the school’s liaison to
the School Board’s Advisory Council on
Instruction. Katie is an education policy advisor,
partnering with district, states and nonprofits
across the U.S. on strategic planning, resource
allocation and community engagement.
We have also asked Jill Barker, a member of the
board of Arlingtonians for a Clean Environment
(ACE), to speak at our February meeting about the
many programs and services ACE provides to our
community. ACE was founded in 1978 by the
County’s Department of Public Works, and today
serves as a volunteer organization focusing on
local environmental issues including green living,
litter, and invasive plants, with additional
programs in the areas of watershed resources and
schoolyard education.
I look forward to seeing you on February 7.

SPRING GARDEN
KICK-OFF

The Current is published several times a
year and is distributed free of charge to all
households in the Donaldson Run Civic
Association area.
DRCA, like all civic
associations in Arlington, is a neighborhood
organization,
administered
by
elected
volunteers. The DRCA promotes information
sharing and discussion on neighborhood,
local, and regional issues. DRCA is not
affiliated with any political or religious group
or with the Donaldson Run Recreation
Association that operates the swimming pool
on Marcey Road. Meetings are held at 7:30
p.m. at Taylor Elementary School (2600
North Stuart Street) from September through
May. Follow this newsletter for meeting
dates. Only dues-paying DRCA residents are
eligible to vote.
DRCA boundaries are:
Military Road on the east (including Marcey
Road, North 26th Street, North 25th Place, and
North Ridgeview Road); 26th/31st Street on the
north; Lorcom Lane on the south (including
North Randolph Street and 27th Streets south
of Lorcom Lane); and Vernon Street on the
west.
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FREE community event!

Arlington Food Assistance Center's (AFAC) Plot
Against Hunger program presents the 5th Annual
Spring Garden Kick-off featuring speakers,
knowledgeable practitioners, free seeds, and
demonstrations of garden techniques. This event
will be at St. Andrew's Episcopal Church (4000
Lorcom Lane) on Saturday, February 10, from 9 am
to 12 pm.
Learn about AFAC's Plot Against Hunger gardens
and how to establish your own. Light refreshments
will be available. All are welcome. For more
information, visit our webpage:
https://afac.org/afac-events/afac-spring-gardenkick-off-2018/

SALAMANDER PATROL
TRAINING
February 8, 6-7 PM.
Every year with the first 'warm' rain, a dangerous
journey begins for amphibians crossing driveways,
parking lots, and roads trying to get to ponds. Get
trained to be added to our 'safety patrol' list, for
one or two hour shifts some night in late February
or early March (we can't predict the evening(s)
more precisely). Teens ages 13 and up are
welcomed, but must be accompanied by a
registered adult. For information: 703-228-3403.
Meet at Gulf Branch Nature Center. 622948-C
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MILITARY ROAD
SAFETY PROJECT
Bill Richardson

As previously reported, the County is engaged in a
review of potential changes to three intersections
on Military Road, designed to address potential
safety issues for cars, bikers, and pedestrians at
those intersections. Last September, County staff
organized a meeting at Taylor School with affected
civic associations to get their input on these ideas.
The three intersections are at Gulf Branch, Marcey
Road, and Nelly Custis. For Gulf Branch, the focus
is enhancing safety at the crosswalk or the corner.
For Marcey Road, the possible improvements
would include adding a crosswalk, ramps for ADA
access that would also shorten the crosswalks, and
bio-retention elements to improve water quality.
For Nelly Custis, there are two proposals. One
would be a traffic signal, and the other would be a
roundabout. Both would also provide additional
safe crossings for pedestrians and additional green
areas. The County is currently planning to retain a
consultant to study the feasibility of a roundabout.
We understand that the Nelly Custis proposal has
sparked the most controversy.
Some DRCA
residents have expressed a desire to do something
about speeding and lack of visibility at this
intersection. However, others have contacted staff
or DRCA to express varying concerns about these
particular proposals. These include the question of
how the proposals would affect traffic in our
neighborhood, particularly during rush hour.
At least two other civic associations have
expressed views to County staff on the Nelly
Custis proposals.
The Executive Committee of the Old Glebe Civic
Association has noted that this is an important
commuting arterial, and asks whether the benefits
of a roundabout or a traffic signal outweigh the
cost of further slowing the commute. While they
are less opposed to a roundabout, they have asked
questions about how it would work and whether it
would solve the problems. And they urge the
County to explore better traffic enforcement as an
alternative solution.
The President of Woodmont Civic Association also
raised a number of questions, about both the traffic
signal and the roundabout proposals. One was the
absence of evidence of safety issues (e.g., a history
of accidents). Another was the possible use of
additional stop signs. A third was the distracting
nature of equipment needed for a traffic signal,

and a fourth was the question of maintenance of
additional green spaces.
Some of you have expressed a desire for further
opportunities to discuss these proposals. We have
contacted County staff to invite them to meet with
us to do so, but so far they would prefer to wait
until the completion of the consultant’s study of
the roundabout proposal.
We will continue to
monitor the progress of these proposals to see if we
can arrange an opportunity for further discussion
with concerned DRCA residents before the County
arrives at a tentative decision on how to proceed.

COUNTY UPDATING
PUBLIC SPACES
MASTER PLAN
Bill Richardson

Last year, the County began the process for
updating its 2005 Public Spaces Master Plan. The
purpose of the update is to assess various aspects
of Arlington's public space system and provide
strategies for the future for the full breadth of
public spaces, including all of the parks, natural
resource and recreational needs that make up that
system.
In December, the County held three public
meetings to get input on this update.
One
involved land acquisition; another, strategies to
expand field capacity with synthetic turf and
lights; the third, stewarding tree canopy, natural
resources, and casual use spaces. Among other
issues, the update will likely address the
competing needs for recreational facilities and
open space in County parks.
The current draft of the plan is available at
https://projects.arlingtonva.us/public-spacesmaster-plan-psmp-update/. The current goal is to
provide a revised draft sometime this winter. If
you are interested in these issues, you can sign up
for e-mail updates at this same link. The County
staff contact for the project is Irena Lazic, at
ilazic@arlingtonva.us. Irena can be reached at
(703) 228-3206.
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PROFESSIONAL HELP
AROUND the HOUSE

Professional Housecleaning Services, managed by
Alba Isabel, (703) 928-9089 referred by Rob Jones,
(703) 276-0545

Email Mary@DRCA.org with recommendations or
removals.

Jupiter’s Cleaning & Services , Barhas at (703) 9818700 or e-mail Jupiters.2011@gmail.com, referred
by Karen Hanneman, (703) 527-4604

Appliance Repair

Alan Gaitley, Old Dominion Appliance Repair,
(703) 754-8500, referred by Frank and Sally Light
Paul Mills, Master Appliance Service, (703) 9386910, referred by Maxine Nagel, (703) 524-5093

Computer Support Services
Cameron Jones (571) 217-3596, referred by Rose
Bannigan, (703) 524-6722
Pete Herbst, 703/283-6595, referred by Judy
Cherrington, 703/243-6034.

Gutter Installation or Cleaning and Repair

Auguste Remy, The Gutterworks Company (703)
425-9595, referred by Dan Sagalyn, (703) 795-5490
Northern Virginia Gutter Cleaning (571) 352-7292,
www.NOVAGutters.com, referred by Maxine
Nagel, 703-524-5093

Handyman Services

Sam Axton, (703) 569-5707 or
Sam_Axton@msn.com, referred by Jeanne Svikhart
(703) 851-2695
Chris Lamar with Arlington Home Service, (703)
362-0930 or ahservice@verizon.net, referred by
Martha Shmokler, mess14@juno.com

Home Improvement

Whitestone Home Improvement (703) 426-8000,
referred by Sonja Elmer, (703) 527-8340

Maria Vallejo, (703) 448-2092, referred by Mike and
Dot Green, (703) 525-9414

Interior Decorating/Home Design:
Stefani McNair at McNair Designs, (703) 868-3489.
Recommended by Alexa & James Fleming, (703)
577-3812.

Landscaping and Yardwork

Lawn and Tree Services, Tu Nguyen, (703) 6227988, referred by Barbara and Dan Taft (703) 2761987
Brookstone Landscape, headed by Adon Pineda
(571) 213-0970, referred by Pat Hines, (703) 8759242
Andrew Preziosi, (703) 525-6170, referred by Leslie
Curley, (703) 243-9459

Painting and/or Wallpapering

Boris Gogev (Absolutely My Best), (703) 582-4029,
referred by Christine Crutsinger, (703) 243-8495
Jim Gullickson, (202) 549-7528, referred by Mary
and Mark Connelly, (703) 527-6382, Dan Sagalyn,
(703) 795-5430 and Peggy and Bob Pruszkowski,
(703) 524-5399, Carol and Joe Macmanus, 703-2436736

Pet/Dog Sitting

Dog Gone Tired, (703) 625-9746,
DOGGONETIRED@zoho.com. Referred by Cathie
Roberts, (703) 527-8353

Housecleaning

Rocio Allyon, (703) 628-6708, referred by Nancy
and Tom Rodeheaver, (703) 525-7980

Tommy's Little Pet Service
Website: www.tommyslittlepetservice.com, 202714-2819. Referred by Nan Helm, 203-2894

Cynthia Baldo, (703) 843-8272, referred by Sharon
Frey, (703) 405-5674

Roof and Exterior Cleaning

Sonia Cerna, (571) 428-8616, referred by Zlática
and Werner Hahn, (703) 528 1982.
Flora Cuentes, (703) 671-4053, referred by Molly
Ross, (703) 528-2731

Smart Wash, (703) 595-4000, referred by Dug and
Judy Gillies, (703) 528-3437

Sash cord repairs

Colonel Josh, specializing in sash window repairs
(202)-631-3376; JoshArnson@gmail.com, referred
by Peter and Winnie Raven-Hansen, (703) 841-1787

Sandra Hueco, home: (571) 277-7579 cell: (703)
338-6160, referred by Glenn Ward, (703) 527-7315
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UPDATE ON
DONALDSON RUN
STREAM
RESTORATION
PROJECT
Bill Richardson

I wanted to update DRCA members on discussions
we have had with County staff on this project,
since my September e-mail to our yahoogroups list
and our report in the October newsletter.
As you may recall, we are now in the second phase
of the project, known as Tributary B, which runs
down from Upton Street to where the stream joins
up with Tributary A, restoration of which the
County completed in 2006. DRCA had voted some
time ago to approve both phases of this project,
because of concern that the eroding streambed was
jeopardizing mature trees along the banks and in
light of the need to address exposed utility lines
and repair the bike/walking trail running along
the stream. Construction of the Tributary B phase
is now scheduled to begin this summer, and is
expected to last about six months. The project is
funded as part of the County’s neighborhood
conservation program.
After hearing some concerns last year about the
loss of mature trees resulting from this project, our
prior reports identified several issues that we saw
as warranting further discussions with County
environmental engineers.
We have since
conducted two more stream walks to try to
understand these issues better.
One issue involves some debate among stream
experts about the effectiveness of stream
restoration projects, at least in increasing
biodiversity in the stream environment. County
staff advised us that biodiversity had actually
increased in Tributary A following the restoration
of that part of the stream, but that for urban
streams like Donaldson Run the debate is
somewhat misplaced.
Runoff in urban areas
dictates the need for preventing the kind of erosion
that ends up adversely affecting the Potomac River
and ultimately the Chesapeake Bay. We explored
with County staff the possible alternative of using
catchments to prevent the runoff from reaching
Tributary B in the first place. They advised that,
while the County does use catchments where it
can, in their judgment there is not adequate space
to do so in the area around Tributary B.

In late November, we also met with County staff to
explore ways of minimizing the loss of mature
trees required by this project. We identified the
two London plane trees on Upton Street planned
for removal, and in December staff reported back
to us that they had revised the plans to take steps
to preserve these. We also expressed concerns
about the fate of several much larger trees at the
core of this project, where the stream makes a wide
bend toward the bridge over the bike/walking
trail. Staff confirmed that they planned to preserve
these trees as well. Finally, we discussed with staff
ways of decreasing the flow of water into the
stream from the very steep slopes running down
from both sides of Tributary B. They advised us
that the design calls for adding five new diversion
pipes and repairing another, in efforts to control
these flows better.
We also discussed the
possibility of adding cobble or building “swales”
to help in this regard. While we obtained no
commitment for doing so at this point, we plan to
monitor the potential need for such steps after we
see the effects of the completed project. We were
advised that, even with an increased number of
diversion pipes, in the event of an unusually heavy
rain, there could still be flooding of the path.
The County Board has been actively involved in
consideration of these issues. In October, then
Board Chair Jay Fisette advised that “[t]ree
removal is not something the County takes
lightly,” but that if the erosive energy of the stream
is not addressed, “existing trees, sanitary sewer
infrastructure and park trails remain at risk.”
Indeed, he noted, for Tributary B “roughly half of
the significant trees identified for removal are
already threatened by streambank erosion and/or
are in poor condition.”
Accordingly, he
concluded, “the Board believes it is important to
move forward with the project and not delay or
revisit it.”
We will continue to keep you posted on further
developments with Tributary B.
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ASK DONALD
In order to address occasional neighborhood questions
and concerns, this year we have decided to resurrect a
feature in the DRCA Current – the formerly popular
“Ask Donald” column (not that Donald). Our first
2018 Q/A is printed below. Feel free to submit your
questions for future Ask Donald columns to the
Current’s editor, Mary Heston Cooper, at
mary@drca.org.
Dear Donald: My neighbor frequently leaves his
two dogs outside in a fenced yard. The dogs seem
unhappy with this arrangement and express their
displeasure by barking. Their barking can be early,
late, sporadic, sustained, frantic, or plaintive. It is
always loud. The barking is most bothersome
during the summer months, when we try to enjoy
time outside or have our windows open. Even
with windows closed, however, the barking
pierces the double pane. My neighbor seems
unmindful of the disturbance caused by his dogs.
Must we continue to suffer in silence? -- Tired of
Wearing Earplugs
Dear Tired: Never fear – Arlington County has a
Noise Control Ordinance (“NCO”) (Chapter 15 of
the Code of Arlington County) that covers this
situation.
The Arlington NCO covers a range of potential
noise violations, including yelling, screaming, loud
music, construction noise, idling commercial
vehicles, lawn maintenance equipment and animal
noises.
The NCO establishes standards for
permissible noise levels during designated time
periods. Both civil and criminal enforcement is
authorized.
But let’s drill down to Section 15-6(L), which
defines Prohibited Acts with respect to animal
noises as follows: “It shall be unlawful for any person
who owns, possesses or harbors any animal or bird
to permit that animal or bird to create a noise that is
audible at least once per minute for ten (10) consecutive
minutes within any dwelling unit, house or
apartment of another person, at any street edge, or
across a real property boundary.” That covers your
barking situation. Animal noise need not be
continuous or sustained to constitute a violation of
the NCO.

while the noise disturbance is happening.
Although you can use your phone to illustrate to
the dispatcher the level of the noise disturbance,
inspectors or officers must witness and attest to the
violation in order to enforce the NCO. Provide all
relevant details, such as specific location of the
violation and length or frequency of the
disturbance.

PACKAGING: WHAT
YOU CAN AND CAN’T
RECYCLE
The growing popularity of online shopping and
meal delivery programs is also leading to a
growing sustainability problem of what to do with
all the packaging. It's not uncommon to have more
packaging than the actual product you ordered.
Follow these tips to properly dispose of common
packaging materials:
--Cardboard box - The outer cardboard box can be
recycled. Just flatten the box and place in or beside
the
recycle
cart.
--Invoices - As long as invoices and receipts don’t
have a stickered backing, you can recycle them.
Anything printed on a sticker must go in the trash.
--Plastic air pillows and bubble wrap - Like plastic
bags and films, these should be collected and taken
back to drop-off locations at grocery and big-box
stores.
--Packing peanuts - Because these are made from
polystyrene (Styrofoam), packing peanuts cannot
be disposed in your curbside recycling cart. Place
them in the trash or reuse them. Your local UPS or
shipping store may also take them back for reuse.
To find recycling options for packaging, start with
the company you are patronizing. Some ecommerce companies have very innovative
packaging returns programs. Amazon’s Give Back
Box program allows you to fill your empty
Amazon box with items you no longer need.
Donations go directly to your nearest participating
charitable organization using a free shipping label.

So whom should you call?
If you are
uncomfortable addressing this issue with your
neighbor directly, during business hours (Monday
through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.), call Arlington
County Code Enforcement at 703-228-3232. After
business hours, call the Arlington County Police
Non-Emergency Number at 703-558-2222. Call
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FOR DONALDSON RUN CIVIC ASSOCIATION

Please check your mailing label to see how many residents in your home are members and the latest
year for which dues have been paid. Dues cover a calendar year. Contributions are not tax deductible.
Note that only members whose dues have been paid 60 days in advance are allowed to vote on civic
association business.
Dues: $15 per household per calendar year. Payment for 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 years (circle one)
Total dues: $____________

Newsletter contribution: $__________ Total enclosed: $_________

New resident: Yes _______

No _______ Email only copy of newsletter Yes _____ No ______

Name(s): _______________________________________________________________________
Phone: __________________ email address: __________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________________
Are you already on the DRCA email list?_____
If you are not on the list, we strongly recommend that you sign up for it so that you will be notified of
issues in a timely way. Would you like to be added to this list?____
Special Interests/Volunteer Areas/Comment
Please make check payable to Donaldson Run Civic Association.
Mail to: Maxine Nagel, Treasurer DRCA, 2900 N. Stafford Street, Arlington, VA 22207

SIGNATURE THEATRE
EVENT
Light Years
By Robbie Schaefer
February 6th - March 4th

Acclaimed folk/rock/indie band Eddie From
Ohio's Robbie Schaefer crafts a touching and funny
world premiere musical portrait featuring Bobby
Smith.
A master storyteller, Robbie journeys from his
childhood in India to the joys and struggles of
growing up, pursuing his passion and raising a
family. Entwined throughout is his cherished
relationship with his father and his father's
haunted past.

HIRE A NEIGHBOR!

Many thanks to our neighborhood teens who are
available for the jobs listed below. If you, or
someone you know, are interested in providing a
neighborhood service, email mary@drca.org.

Babysitting

Ryan Boehk, 11 y.o., kristinaboehk@yahoo.com or
703-861-1442, Red Cross certified
Sophia Cocozza, 15 y.o., 571-639-8785.
Toby Heidrich, 17 y.o., CPR certified, 703-517-5449
Paula Margison, 9th grade, 703-357-8528

Dog Walking & Pet Care

Ryan Boehk, 11 y.o., kristinaboehk@yahoo.com or
703-861-1442
Quinn Cooper, 14 y.o., 703-401-0133
TJ Hutchison 14 y.o., 703-812-9697

Snow Removal
Enriched with beautiful folk-rock music, inventive
lyrics and Robbie's disarming humor, Light Years
is a deeply personal tale of immigration, musical
gifts and the steadfast bond between father and
son.

Ned Cooper, 17 y.o., 571-431-9225

Tennis Lessons for Kids/Adults (Any
Level)
Chase Arevalo, 16 years old, 703-371-3155
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c/o Maxine Nagel, Treasurer
2900 N. Stafford Street, Arlington, VA
22207

This is your neighborhood newsletter.
See page 2 for Civic Association information.

Next Donaldson Run Civic Association Meeting
Wednesday, February 7 at 7:30 p.m.
Taylor Elementary School
2600 North Stuart Street

Agenda:

Katie Cristol
Arlington County Board’s newly appointed Chair

Jill Barker

Arlingtonians for a Clean Environment (ACE),
A social half hour begins at 7 p.m.
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