
1



2



3



4



5



6



7



8



The Barbican Wharves
Commercial Wharf   |   Phoenix Wharf   |   Baltic Wharf
Emigrants, Piermasters, passengers and 
merchants - The Barbican Wharves area 
sums up centuries of Plymouth life.
 
Today a thriving tourism centre with cafes and restaurants, sailing 
clubs and entertainment, the area is a transport hub providing cycle 
hire, bus and coach stops, car park and water taxi base connecting 
the historic Barbican and Sutton Harbour with Mountbatten, Cawsand 
and the Royal William Yard.
 
The Barbican Wharves have a past of transport and trade, hopes 
and fears, work and play. The white Mayflower Sailing Club building, 
dating from 1765, is a reminder of the days when a nearby emigration 
depot saw up to 600,000 people sail off to Australia, New Zealand 
and Canada to start a new life. In the 20th century the departures 
were of thousands of commuters and day trippers heading to 
Oreston, Turnchapel and the River Tamar.
 
From the 1660s the area around Lambhay and Phoenix Wharf grew 
into the Royal Navy’s victualling yard, by the mid 1700s the whole 
bustling complex included bakehouses, wharfs, slaughterhouses and 
storehouses. The King’s Bakehouse was destroyed by a fire in 1744, 
but was rebuilt the next year, possibly on land just north of Phoenix 
Wharf. In the 1800s this became Serpell’s Biscuit Factory.
 
By 1831 the Navy’s need for meat, bread and beer had outgrown 
Phoenix Wharf and the buildings were sold; new purpose built facilities 
were constructed at the Royal William Victualling Yard at Stonehouse.
 
In the early 1930s the waterfront around Phoenix Wharf was still 
packed with buildings; some were four stories high and they stretched 
out in an elongated E from what is now the car park just north of 
Fisher Nose, onto Phoenix Wharf and then up to Commercial Wharf. 
In 1937 the area changed dramatically when the vast majority of the 
buildings were demolished to make room for a wider road linking the 
Barbican to the Hoe. The only building that still survives from this 
complex is the Mayflower Sailing Club building.

Boathouse Cafe

Plymouth Boat Trips - 1 Hour cruises and private hire

Cawsand Ferry - Linking Plymouth and Cornwall

Sound and Tamar Cruising - 
Tamar Valley and River Yealm cruises

Fish ‘n’ Trips - Boat Fishing

Sound Lets Art House Cafe

007 Speedboat rides

Rockets & Rascals Bike Hire

PDSSA Sailing and Kayaking

PPSA Watersports Club

Mayflower Sailing Club 

The Mayflower Hub - 
public bar, function venue and watersports

Public toilets and PCC Harbour Master Office

Car Park

Public Slipway A

Public Slipway B

Dutton’s Cafe and Restaurant
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All rights reserved. Material may not be copied, reprinted, reproduced 
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publication is correct at time of printing: however Destination Plymouth 
and/or the editors cannot be held responsible for any errors, omissions 
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imply approval or recommendation. Please check prices and amenities 
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do not necessarily represent the views or policies of Destination 
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The Official Visitor Guide is brought to you by Destination 
Plymouth. Proudly celebrating the beauty, heritage and 
vibrancy of our unique waterfront city.
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Barbican - Mount Edgcumbe Ferry

Barbican - Mount Edgcumbe Ferry Barbican - C
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Coypool
Park & Ride

(near Marsh Mills 
Roundabout)

Park & Ride
 George Park & Ride near Tavistock Rd
 Milehouse Park & Ride near Outland Rd 
 and Home Park
 Coypool Park & Ride near Marsh Mills Roundabout

Milehouse
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(near Outland Rd 
and Home Park)

George
Park & Ride

(near Tavistock Rd)

NEW ST
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Jaguar Classic 
Car Show
10 August 2014
The Barbican and Sutton Harbour

visitplymouth.co.uk WhatsOnPlymouth @visitplymouth    #100years100events

10am - 4pm 

Explore Jaguar cars from across the 
years and enjoy a relaxing Sunday with 
entertainment in this historical location.

Delivered in partnership with

Plymouth 
Pirate 
Weekend
The Barbican & Sutton Harbour

10-11 May 2014
 

visitplymouth.co.uk
WhatsOnPlymouth

@plymouthpirates    @whatsonplymouth    #100years100events

Arr there me hearties!  Join us at the 
annual Plymouth Pirate Weekend.

Come aboard a real life pirate ship and 
experience a weekend of family fun.

A swash-buckling weekend with 
re-enactment displays, stilt walkers, 
sword fighting, face painting, 
a treasure trail and a best 
dressed pirate competition for 
under 16’s.

Delivered in partnership with

In partnership withCreated and produced by Alongside

www.barbicanjazzandbluesfestival.com

Join us for this exciting 
quayside celebration of 

Plymouth’s fantastic locally 
caught seafood.

WhatsOnPlymouth

@visitplymouth
#100years100events

visitplymouth.co.ukDelivered in partnership with
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WhatsOnPlymouth

 #100years100events

visitplymouth.co.uk

Super 
Summer 
Sunday
Sunday 7 September
9.30am to 4pm
Royal William Yard

Come along to the Royal 
William Yard with the whole 
family and enjoy a taste of 
summer.
 
Love the flavour of the 
Farmers’ Market, view the 
beautiful array of locally 
made arts and crafts, see 
the animals from Pennywell 
Farm and enjoy the 
entertainment.

PLYMOUTH
LOVESCHRISTMAS

visitplymouth.co.uk

Thanksgiving and 
Christmas in the Harbour
Thursday 27 November
The Barbican and Sutton Harbour

5.30pm Thanksgiving ceremony at 

the Mayflower Steps
 

6pm Traditional Carol Service and 

Christmas lights switch on, 

The Barbican Parade

Christmas Late 
Night Shopping
Thursday 4 December
The Barbican

Come and enjoy the traditional, festive atmosphere on the quayside. Hosted by Radio 
Plymouth, choirs will fill the air with carols sung to the warming sounds of a brass band 
to mark the Barbican Christmas lights switch on. Bring the family to enjoy The Mayflower 
Trail and be in with a chance of winning great prizes!
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INCOME FORECAST 2012/2015 ACTUAL 2012/2015 CASH / IN KIND

BID Levy £615k £665k Cash

Existing City Council Services £1.65m £1.65m In Kind

Landlord BID Donations/Subs £90k £35k Cash / In Kind

Plymouth City Council - 
Street Trading Surplus £170k £150k Cash / In Kind

Grants, Partnership Projects, 
other Match Funding £985k £1.15m Cash / In Kind

Total Income £3,510,000 £3,650,000

Expenditure

Project & Entrepreneurial £3,101,200 £3,223,900

Management & Admin £388,800 £389,100

Total Expenditure £3,490,000 £3,613,000

Net Surplus £20,000 £37,000 Cash (Committed 2015/2016)
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3 year - 20 year 
Strategic Planning

5 year delivery
Business Driven
Area Focused BID Plans
Place Management
Targeting £1k-49k 
income generation

Focus: outside Plymouth 
Target: £50k+ income 
generation

Annual Delivery Operational

Events
For PWP, CCC and PCC

Street Operations:
For PWP, CCC and PCC

Visitor Info:
Mayflower centre/TIC

Visitor guides
Visit Plymouth website,

social media & PR

14 Executives

Delivery Partnership:

2 Executives

Waterfront BID
Business Plan

42 Projects

Business Voice

Dedicated place
management

2 Executives

City Centre BID
Business Plan

25 Projects

Business Voice

Dedicated place
management

2 Executives

Marketing
Visitor Plan

Profile:
Visit England

Grant Applications
Mayflower400

Ministerial Visits
Major Sponsors

Inward Investment
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Shared Goals - by 2020

Grow visitor
spend by 
25%

Grow visitor 
spend by 
£63million

Create 
2,800 
new jobs 
in the visitor 
economy

Reposition Plymouth as a major visitor destination and a globally recognised waterfront City
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