
 

How to Prevent Spring and Summertime Crime 

Eton is a very safe place to live, work and visit. Our own personal security, and the safety of 

those close to us is of utmost importance. The more you do to protect yourself, the safer 

you, your colleagues and your families will be. Three key areas can affect your safety - 

physical security, situational awareness and digital (online) security. 

Good personal security should take into account both your place of work and your everyday 

activities in and around Eton. There are times when you need to maintain heightened 

awareness and it is important you learn to recognise situations where you might be 

vulnerable so that you can avoid these or, if this is not possible, ensure that you are on your 

guard. 

Physical Security 

       

        

 Avoid leaving doors wedged open or on the latch to facilitate regular and easy 
access.  

 If you want to leave windows open while you sleep, fit window restrictors so they 
cannot be fully opened, or make sure they are not large enough to allow access. 

 Buzzer/Intercom access – Never allow access to an unknown visitor. 

Ensure that windows and 
doors are closed and locked 
when you are out. Don’t 
leave small windows open 
believing them to be safe. 

Do not leave valuables on 
display in front of windows or 
in reach of open windows or 
doors. 

 

Many standard Yale latch 
locks can be ‘slipped’ by 
using a piece of plastic ie a 
credit card or the base of 
plastic drinks bottles. Make 
sure that you double lock the 
door with the more robust 
standard lever Mortice lock 
(known as the Chubb). 
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 Ensure that all barbecue and garden equipment and tools are securely locked up in a 
shed and out of sight. Tools can be used by the potential offender to break in to your 
home. 

       

 Ensure any internal handle operated locks on UPVC doors are fully secured with a 
key. 

              

       

 Keep keys and keyless fobs far away from doors and windows. This will minimise the 

chances a crook will be able to find and amplify the key’s signal. You may also want 

to consider using a steering lock. 

 If you go on holiday, cancel milk and paper deliveries. Items left on doorsteps is a 

telltale sign that no one is home. If possible, ask a trusted friend or neighbour to 

check your home while you are away. 

Don’t leave any keys near entry 
points where they can be 
‘fished’ or ‘hooked’ out through 
the window, letter box or cat 
flap. This includes car keys. 

 

Don't leave your spare key 

where anyone can find it - 

under a flowerpot, on ledges, 

on a piece of string through 

the letterbox or under the 

doormat. These are the first 

places a thief will look.  

 

Thieves are increasingly targeting cars 

with keyless ignitions. Just as drivers 

can get into their cars without 

touching the key, so crooks can steal 

the car by using a relay amplifier and a 

relay transmitter 
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 Postcode property - not only does it help police return stolen items, it can put 

thieves off stealing them in the first place as they're harder to sell.  

        

 Take pictures of valuable items like jewellery, ceramics or silverware and write down 

the serial numbers of electrical goods. Put a ruler next to the object as this gives a 

better idea of the size of the object stolen which helps police identify them if they 

are recovered.  

 Be a good neighbour. Keep your eyes and ears open in your local community. 

Thieves find it more difficult to operate when people watch out for each other.  

 

 

     

 

 Lock your bike to something secure and take light fittings with you 

 Have your bike's frame security-marked or engraved 

 Take a clear colour photograph of your bike and make a written record of its description, 

including any unique features 

Either scratch identification on or 

use an ultraviolet marker pen. Add 

your postcode and house number - 

if yours is a house name not a 

number add the first three letters 

of the name after the postcode. 

This will take less than 60 seconds 

per item. 

Never provide door entry 

codes to outside of the 

business or family. 

 
Thieves think cycle theft is a 

low-risk, high-reward crime. 

Invest in a good bike lock. 
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 At home, keep your bike in a secure garage or shed and keep the door locked 

 

Situational Awareness 

Personal safety should always be a key consideration when outside home or place of work. 

By taking suitable precautions, you can reduce the opportunity, and therefore the risk, of 

experiencing aggression or violence. A few tips: 

 When out, if you are at all worried, try and stay near a group of people.  

 Whenever possible, walk facing oncoming traffic to avoid vehicles approaching from 

behind you.  

 Never accept a lift from a stranger or someone you don’t know well, even if the 

weather is poor or you’re late. 

 Keep your mind on your surroundings and stay alert to what is going on around you. 

If you are talking on your phone or wearing headphones, you will not be aware of 

potential problems near you. 

 The most common item stolen in a robbery is a mobile phone, so make sure you 

keep your phone safe. If you’re not making a call, keep your phone hidden away. 

Keep it in one of your front pockets or inside a bag. 

 If you are threatened or a demand is made of you to hand over personal property, 

do not place yourself in further danger by actively resisting. Property is replaceable.  

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Be particularly careful when using 

cash machines. Make sure nobody is 

loitering nearby and do not count 

your money in the middle of the 

street. 

 



 

 

Digital (Online) Security 

          

 Set up device tracking and create screen and SIM pass codes. 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Always change the default PIN for voicemail access. 

 Avoid using public Wi-Fi hotspots as they may not be secure. 

Mobile devices can hold a variety of 

personal details such as online banking, 

emails, diary, contacts, social media and 

photographs. To keep your device secure 

you should use all its security features. 

An IMEI is a unique 15 digit 

serial number which can be 

used to identify a lost or 

stolen phone or mobile 

enabled tablet. Keep a record 

of your device’s number. This 

number can be found on the 

back of the device, normally 

under the removable battery 

or by typing in *#06# into 

your phone. 
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 Do not publish too much personal information such as full names, dates of birth, 

home addresses and email addresses. Thieves and fraudsters occupy the digital 

world and are adept at stealing personal information to commit crime. 

 

 Social Media can be used by thieves to establish where people live and when they 

are away from their home i.e innocent holiday snaps and tweets. Consider setting 

your profiles to ‘private’ and disabling your location data.  

 

      
 
Look out for 3 main types of cybercrime: 
 

 Identity Theft - this is the illegal use of someone else's personal information in order 
to obtain money or credit. How will you know if you’ve been a victim of identity 
theft? You might get bills for products or services you did not purchase. Your bank 
account might have withdrawals you didn’t expect or unauthorised charges.  

The internet can be a valuable 

source of information, education 

and entertainment. However, you 

should take precautions online with 

the amount of personal information 

you publish, especially for social 

networking purposes 

Regularly review your privacy 

settings for these sites, otherwise 

some or all of your personal profiles 

could be seen by a large audience 

unknown to you. 

 

Cybercrime comes in many forms 
including identity theft, financial fraud, 
stalking, online bullying, hacking, and 
more. At best, cybercrime can cause 
major inconvenience and annoyance for 
a victim. At worst, cybercrime can result 
in financial ruin or even threaten a 
victim’s reputation or personal safety.  
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 Phishing Attacks – involve the use email to collect personal and financial information 
or infect your machine with malware and viruses. Cybercriminals use legitimate-
looking emails that encourage people to click on a link or open an attachment. The 
email they send can look like it is from an authentic financial institution, e-commerce 
site, government agency, or any other service or business.  

 Imposter Scams – these happen when you receive an email or call seemingly from a 
government official, family member, or friend requesting that you wire them money 
to pay taxes or fees, or to help someone you care about. Cybercriminals use 
legitimate-looking emails that encourage people to send them money or personal 
information.  

 
 
3 simple tips to prevent cybercrime: 
  

1. Keep a clean machine. Update the security software and operating system on your 
computer and mobile devices. Keeping the software on your devices up to date will 
prevent attackers from taking advantage of known vulnerabilities.  

2. When in doubt, throw it out. Stop and think before you open attachments or click 
links in emails. Links in email, instant message, and online posts are often the way 
cybercriminals compromise your computer. If it looks suspicious, it’s best to delete 
it.  

3. Use stronger authentication. Always opt to enable stronger authentication when 
available, especially for accounts with sensitive information including your email or 
bank accounts. A stronger authentication helps verify a user has authorised access to 
an online account.  

 

 

 

*** If you see anyone acting suspiciously or 

suspect they may be attempting to commit crime, 

call Police on 101 (or 999 for emergencies)*** 


