
! Wooden sheds can be made more 
secure by replacing any screws with 
coach bolts that go through the door.

! Garage doors can have extra 
padlocks or specialised locks 
designed to be more secure.A good 
quality padlock that will resist cutting 
is a worthwhile investment.

! Items left in sheds and garages, 
such as lawnmowers, strimmers 
and bicycles, should be chained 
or cabled together to make them 
difficult to remove.  If possible link 
them to a ground anchor point.  
Remember to property mark them 
and use a good quality padlock to 
lock them.

! Don’t leave ladders or tools out 
which could aid a burglar to get into 
your home.

! You can purchase simple alarms 
that produce a loud noise from DIY 
and garden centres.

Be Aware
! Never open your door to a stranger 

or let them in to your house

! If the person is not expected, do not 
open the door.  Tell them to make an 
appointment.

! If the person is expected, ask for 
identification and if you’re still not 
happy, ring the supplier or company 
you are expecting a visit from.

! The Water Board no longer exists.  
Genuine callers from gas, electricity 
and water companies will carry ID 
cards and are likely to have uniforms 
and marked vehicles.  You can set 
up a password scheme with your 
utility company to give you greater 
reassurance.

Finally…
Are you signed up to Thames Valley Alert: 
Community Messaging?  If not, why not 
consider it!  It’s free and will give you 
information on what’s going on in your  
area and useful tips to keep you safe.

To sign up visit
https://www.thamesvalleyalert.co.uk/

For more information contact the Royal 
Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead’s 
Community Safety Team on 01628 796126, 
email communitysafety@rbwm.gov.uk or 
visit www.rbwmsafety4all.org.uk
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Outside your house
! Motion sensor lighting outside your 

property is a major deterrent.  

! If you don’t want to install motion 
sensors, a low level of light around 
the outside of the house will deter 
unwanted visitors

! A dog or sign warning of a dog will 
put burglars off entering your property

! Pebbled drives or shingled patios 
make it difficult to approach a house 
quietly

! Consider a house burglar alarm, 
even if it is a fake.  Generally, 
burglars will try and avoid entering 
a house which has a burglar alarm 
box

! Consider installing a CCTV camera, 
even if it is a fake, as again burglars 
will be less likely to get into your 
house if they see one

! Products such as Prikka-Strip or 
anti-climb paint make it difficult and 
messy for a burglar to gain entry to a 
house

Inside your house
! A well-lit house will deter burglars 

so when you are away think about 
using plug in timers to control table 
or other occasional lighting in the home

! Leaving a radio playing in a 
room that will not impact on your 
neighbours will have the same effect

! Security mark all your valuable 
property, for example TVs and 
X-boxes, but don’t forget the items 
in your garages and sheds, for 
example lawnmowers.  This can be 
done with a UV pen, putting your 
postcode on each product.

! Make a record of any serial numbers 
and keep them safe.  You will need 
these to tell the police to reclaim your 
belongings should anything get stolen.

! Make sure your windows and doors 
are locked whenever your leave the 
room and especially when you go 
out.  If you are going into the garden, 
remember to lock your doors.

Doors
! Always set the deadlocks at night

! Never keep your keys (house or car 
keys) by the door – place keys in a 
safe location where they cannot be 
‘fished’ for through the letterbox

! Think about using a letter box guard

! If you have a UPVC door, always 
lock it properly

Locks
! Make sure all locks have the 

‘certified to British Standard’ heart 
stamp

! Think about fitting a good quality 
lock, such as a sashlock, on to rear 
doors and make sure the door is 
sturdy

! Make sure locks have a minimum of 
5 levers

! When fitting new locks, make sure 
your top and bottom locks are well 
spaced out

! Lock windows at all times

! Never leave the key for the window 
lock by the window

Your garden
! Garden gates must be locked.  This 

will make your garden more of an 
effort to enter.  Consider padlocking 
your side gate.

! Lock your sheds and garages 
securely.  


