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Michael Sykes ~ Demonstrator

We welcome back Michael 531«35 as the Julg Demonstrator. [t always amazes me how much we can learn
from the demonstrators that Big Joe finds. Although Michaelis a repeat demonstrator, there is always
more to be learned. And having different People ask ques’cions and or present their Personal Problems
bring up different toPics and tcc}miques never addressed. Michael is a great demonstrator and although
his tree of choice is the Foeminajuniper (with its Pricug leaves) is not a favorite of many, he Provided many
Practical and useful ’cec}miques and tools to deal with how to handle this kind of Plant.

thn he first bcgan woricing with bonsai, he was insPirecl by John Naka’s “Goshin”, a forest of eleven
Foeminajunipers. Since that time, he has become the Master of and the go to guy for any ques’cions about

f:ocminajunipcrlcor the bonsai communitg, a teacher, demonstrator and will be a demonstrator at the

GSBF this coming October.

e

[Hereisa Picturc of the trees he brought to the demo. The
far-left tree is one of the trees that will be used for the

GBI works]ﬂop.

A” these trees are in various stages of clevc]opment, form the
nursery Po’c to the “finished” bonsai and during his demo he
took us on his method and techm’quc for development during

these various stages.

His goa] is to create movement }39 P]accment and
arrangement of the branches. T he apex is rounded with no
jin. Thc Plant on the far right, abovc, was started from nursery stockina i 5~ga”on Pot and was 10ft tall.



Thcjunipcr is an aPical grower, it grows from the tiPs or top. ]Fyou
continua"g Pinch the ends of the branches, you will kill the P]ant because it

el cross section of a branch on the left (sma” circles show whcrc branchmg
will occur). Flg 2 Sl‘lOWS a branch after he has finished trlmmmg No’cc the cut is above the small leaves
above where the branch splxts off.

The goa] for all this Pruning is to stimulate buclcling (‘i— and 5) to clevc!oP a fuller or more ramification of the
branch. Over all the shape/structurc of the branch is achieved by trimming (scc 6, Pink caulk ]incs). Thc
basic rule is to kccp all growth growing horizontal, and remove growth Poin’cccl up and down. |n Figure 7, he

Points where Potcntia] buds will grow (and where he wants another branch).




]’c’s all in the wrist. Miclﬂacl uses

Forccps in one hand to choose the
leaves to be trimmed, and with the
other hand makes the cuts (see
Prcvious Pic’curcs). [Te teases out the
leaves with the Forceps, and still
l—lolcling the ]eaves, makes the cut, then

tosses the cut leaves away.

can see

above, the

!Ca]c Pads
are

altcmatc

and
different

]eng’cl—ls

along thc

stem or

creating/suggesting movement.
]Fgou look carcmcuuy on the right, you can see some branches
that have less ramification or leaves along the stem. | he
Probab]e cause of this is not cnougl—] sun]iglﬁ’c could getin
because of the dcnsitg of the leaves from the branch above.
Also you can see that there are gc“ow ]eavcs dor’t worry. -
Frumng or trxmmmg the leaves so that sunhglﬁ’c can Penetratc would allow buddxng to occur on the bark
(‘(CCP watcrmg the bar‘(, ‘(CCP it moist, ncyou want to stimulate buddmg,
see Fig. 7 (Michael Points to a sPot fora Potential branch). Tum the
side of the P]an’c that you want budding to occur away from the sun).
Thejunipcrs do not do well in hot weather. There are two growth
Periocls, sPring and fall. A}C’cer one of these growth spurts, you can trim.
Dcacl or brown needles at the base will be where buds will pop out so
you do not need to remove or worry. A” the trees that were trimmed

(see above Pictures Fig. 8) will have lots oFgreen Fo!iagc bg October.

No Pcs’cs or Fungus bother the P]an’cs it tlﬁcg are l—leal’clﬂg.




Soil mixture, a third each of akadama, Perlite and lava. ] he bottom of the pot will have larger size soil, for
increased drainage, and smaller sized above it. For Plar\t Preparation fora show, he will Placc the tree under
45% shade cloth otherwise Plants are in full sun]ight.

T he tree can be air lagerec} in the early spring time by removing, the entire cambium, Peeling out one layer at
atime. [Je usesa P]as’cic pot with an X on the bottom so that the
trunk can 1Cit, and a slit on the side of the pot so that the pot can
be easilg Posi’cioned along the stem. | he pot is filled with regular
Planting mix. \Water well. When you can see a callus Forming, this
is the start of roots Formation, this can take up to one year.
W}’]Cﬂ roots are well established, the toP Part of the tree can be
cut off and allowed to grow Freelg to be trained later. T}’]C
bottom half of the tree can still be trained as a bonsai. So, you
have two from one tree.

[He also suggests a shearfrom Ponsai Vision,

www.}.)onsaivision.com, because Foemina require scissors with a

sharP eclge that mai(e a c]can cut resultiﬂg in Fewer brown ﬂCCC”CS.

Cat#210 MM, $29.97.

John Kimis the lucky raffle winner, tree donated by Michael 5\9‘@5

Announcements

T here will no meeting in August.

The Scptcmbcr 21 meeting will be a club Pot]uck and movie night‘ Debbie will coordinate the food. | ook
for further details later.

Correction (thanks T om): August 19-20,2017,2017, Viet Bonsai Toclay Socicty, 2nd Annual Bonsai
[ xhibition, | ocation: Bao Quang Tcmplc, 713 N NcwhoPc St., Hanta Ana, CA 92703%, | ime:
9:00am to 5:00pm

For more imcormation, Pleasc contact Dinh Ngugen at (949) %02-%048, or | om \/uong at (7 i 4~> 878~
8004

Corrcction (t}‘!anics Mary)z Aug 26-27,2017, Nan f)u Kai, 28th Annual Show, JACCC Doiza‘d
Ga"cry (Little To‘cgo), 10:00pm to 5:00pm
John Naka’s club will host sPccia] guest exhibitors as well as club member's trees.

Addi’cional information about Nisei Week can be found at: www‘niseiweek.org;



http://www.bonsaivision.com/
http://www.niseiweek.org/

August §O~5ePtember 3, 2017. K ofu Bonsai K ai. 201 7 Ponsai [Test at the Bowers Museum, 2002 N.
Main Street, Santa Ana, CA, claily IOaMpm.

Featuring bonsai trees of the members of KoFu Bonsai Kai and SPecial Presentations }39 noted sPeakers‘
f:inal speakcr and Presen’ca’cion schedules will be Pos’ced on the Powers Museum Website:
http://www.bowers.org/ and K ofu Ponsai K ai: http//www‘kogukai.org/‘ [ree to Dowers Museum
members or with Paid museum admission. Qpestions? Ca” the museum at (7 14) 567-3695 or email Michael
Walsh at mic}'naeljwalsh@outlookcom.

Fred Miyahara will hold a Plant sale in Scptcmbcr.

ScPtcmbcr 2% ~24,2017, SHan Dicgo Bonsai Club: FFall Bonsai |~ xhibition at the (Casa [Del Prado,
Room 101, Ba]boa Fark, San Diego‘
Show hours are 10 AM -5 F’M both c]ags with demonstrations at 11 AM and 1 F’M Free admission.

Bonsai pots and trees for salcj as well as other bonsai-related items. For more information visit

www.sancliegobonsaiclub.com or contact _Janice [Jale.

October 7~8,2017, Concjo Va“ey Bonsai Socictg: 14th Annual Ponsai [T xhibition at the Resource
Ceﬂter at the Gardens of the Wor]cl, 2001 Thousancl Oak Blvcl, Thousancl Oaks, CA

[Hours are 9 AM -4 FM both clags with Demonstrations in the Baﬂclstancl at2 FM Free Aclmission.
No sales of bonsai related items. Forinformation, call Marj Branson at 805-37%-1%%0 orvisit our web site
at www‘cvbsi)onsai.orgThe October event will be in the Summer & Winter issue of 65’5 Ca]enclar of

E_vents.

October 25-30, 201 7, Golclcn State Bonsai [Tederation (GSE)]:) Convention 40 "Bonsai New
Horizon?, Riverside C onvention C enter, 10:00am to +:50Pm

[Headliners: David Ngug, K unio Kobayas}ﬂ', Boon Manakitivipart Guest artists: Bill Castellon, T om
E_]ias, ]:rank Goya, Jim Gremel, Gary ]shii, Feter Macasieb, Tecl Matson, Frank Miha]ic, I red
Mi}ja%ara, Fauline Mu’c}'n, Mike F’is’ce”o, Bob Fressler, Steve Frice, Ka’chg Skanen Tak Shimazuj Bob
Shimon, Carg Sullivan, Michael Sykcs, Jonng (Jchica, Bill Valavanis, Steve Valentine. On-line

registration opens on Ju|9 i,2017. For more imcormation, Please visit www‘gstconveﬂtion‘org;

i2017 Program/Demonstrator | ist

January 19,2017 Sean Smith, workshop
January 21 &22,2017 Winter Silhouette Show
Februarg 16,2017 T om \/uongl demonstrator

March 16,2017 Bob Fressler, demonstrator



April 20,2017

May 18,2017

June 15,2017

July 20,2017
August 2017
September 21,2017
Oc’cobcr 19,2017
November 16,2017
December 2017
January 1% & 14,2018
Februarg 15,2018

5}11}'163 Quan

Baikoen Ponsai Kenkgukai
5379 Somerset St

Los Ange]es, CA 900%2

Lindsag Shiba, workshop

T ravis Golclsteiﬂ, demonstrator
Fred Migahara, demonstrator
Mic}wae] Sgkcsj demonstrator
no meeting

Bonsai movies, Fot luck

Feter Macasieb, demonstrator
Al Nelson, demonstrator
Christmas Fart9

54t \Winter Silhouette Show
T om \/uongl gra}c’cing workshop



