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Dear Friends, 
It's good to be back! The three months of sabbatical time
that I was able to take this year were wonderfully
refreshing, and I'm excited about the year ahead at St
Aidan's. As always, there is so much activity and life
here, and this newsletter will highlight some past events
and let you know about upcoming ones.
 
Renewal might be our theme for the next couple of
years, as we move ahead with our  revitalization plans
for the building, and keep our eyes open for new
opportunities to serve this community.
 
The first month of my sabbatical was spent walking with
David from Lindisfarne to Iona - two holy islands deeply
associated with St Aidan. 
 
One of the things I learned on that pilgrimage was that
moving ahead can be hard! There were times when we
wondered why on earth we were putting ourselves
through so much discomfort. But the sense of peace and
accomplishment when we finally reached our goal was
profound, and there were many beautiful sights and
experiences along the way when we opened our eyes
and noticed them.
 

Lucy

 

Dates for Your Calendar
Sunday September 8: Welcome Back
Celebration and Patronal Festival with lunch
 
Sunday September 15: Design meeting with our
architect following the 10:30 am service
 
Christian Meditation: Wednesdays at  7:30 pm
beginning on September 4
 
Becoming an Affirming Congregation:
Two meetings to discuss this process,
on Thursdays Sept 12 and 19 at 7:30 pm
 
Curve Lake Pow-Wow Trip: Saturday Sept 21,
carpooling from the Beach at 9 am
 
Baptisms and Reaffirmation of Baptismal
Vows in the Lake: Sunday Sept 22 after the
10:30 am service
 
Blessing of Animals: Sunday October 6 at 3 pm
Bring your pets for a celebration and blessing.
 
Pilgrimage: Stories and Slides with Lucy, three
Thursdays at 7:30 pm from Oct 3 to 17
 
Memorial Hymn Sing for All Souls:
Sunday November 3rd at 4 pm
 
See inside for more details........

I think it may be like that for us as a community,
as we do the hard work of renewing our dear old
building.  So let's encourage each other and
keep looking ahead, and notice the gifts God has
for us along the way.
 
In peace,



Special Events in September

Curve Lake Pow-Wow: September 21
A visit to Curve Lake First Nation near
Peterborough, to share in their gathering with
dancing, feasting, contests and performances. 
We will carpool from the Beach at 9 am and return
at about 7 pm. Sign up in church or speak to Lucy.
This visit is one of the ways we can continue to
educate ourselves and be part of the journey of
reconciliation.  Cost: $8 plus a share of gas money.

Baptism and Reaffirmation of Baptismal Vows in the Lake:
Sunday September 22
Would you like to be baptized or renew your baptism vows in
the lake?
 
Baptism was originally done in a large body of water such as a
river or lake. If you would like to experience that in our own
lake, join us as we walk down to the shore after our 10:30 am
service. and celebrate God’s renewing grace.

 
Christian Meditation from Iona: 
Wednesdays beginning September 4
Using material from the weekly Service of Quiet
held in Iona Abbey, we will gather to share music,
prayer and silence, “knowing that beneath the
silence is a deeper Word.”  
7:30 to 8:15 pm in the church.

Welcome Back Sunday

September 8

with services at 8:30 and 10:30 am

and a lunch to follow



N O M A D I C   |   2 4

Youth and Children's Ministry Update

Seniors' Trip to Stratford 

Billy Elliot matinee, Tuesday October 15
Once again we are organizing a bus trip to Stratford for St Aidan’s
seniors and friends. The bus leaves from downtown at 10 am, we
lunch in Stratford, and the matinee is at 2 pm. The 5 pm bus brings
us home again. 
 
The cost is $100 for the theatre ticket and bus together. We have
reserved a block of seats so please sign up in church or by
contacting Lucy as soon as possible if you would like to come.

Although our children’s programming has been on hiatus for the
summer months, we have been hard at work gearing up for the fall.
This year we will be starting up some new youth programming for
high school students! Once a month on Sunday mornings, youth are
invited to join us at St. Aidan’s for a social justice team meeting. We
will use our monthly meetings to plan events and campaigns to
serve our community. 
 
All high schoolers are welcome to join this program (from St. Aidan’s
or not!), and we encourage bringing friends along who are
interested in community service, and may want to earn some of their
high school volunteer hours while working to better our community.
We will also be joining forces with the youth from St. John’s Norway
for some extra community building and outings throughout the year.
If you have or know any high school students, be sure to get in
contact with Gemma! 
 
A huge shout out and thank you to all our amazing volunteers from
the 2018/2019 year! We could not have a successful children’s
ministry without you, we are so grateful for all you do. If anyone is
interested in helping out with children’s programming in the fall,
winter, or spring, please feel free to contact Gemma at
gemmasnider@hotmail.com!  

We are very excited to continue growing our youth and children's ministry throughout the year. Can’t wait to
see everyone back together again in September!
 
Gemma and the children’s ministry team
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Mission and Facilities Update 

Project Progress Update
Since our summer update, the Mission and Facilities Team (M&F) has met with our architect, Megan Torza,
and her partners to refine our Functional Program and schematic of the renovated building. These important
deliverables define generally what we want in the renovated building (how many spaces, their scale and use
etc.).  Megan and team are working to finalize these deliverables so that Class C cost estimates can be
completed.
 
What’s Next?
On Sunday September 15th following the 10:30 service, Megan will review with us the latest Functional
Program and schematic drawings of the renovated building with the congregation.  This will be a great
opportunity to review and affirm that the Functional Program generally confirms what we want of our
renovated spaces.

 
Later in the Fall, as part of the Detailed Design Documentation (2a below) focused design committees will
be established with the congregation to refine details of each space outlined in the Functional Program and
schematic.  Please expect to hear more on this topic. We will need your help!



From Matt From Jeff Nowers, Associate Priest

We are now preparing to enter the fall season after an active post-Easter period.  Many of us have enjoyed
getting away for parts of the summer, but St. Aidan’s keeps on going!
 
THE GREEN TEAM 
In May our parish Green Team did an intensive half-day energy audit of both the church building and rectory.  
We discovered many areas in need of an energy efficient upgrade, particularly windows and doors. These
findings will be most helpful as we finalize the details of the upcoming renovation.  I’d like to acknowledge the
enthusiasm and expertise of all those Green Team members who participated in the audit: Martha Asselin,
Dave Balfour, Jiri Skopek and Brian Snider.
 
BOOK EXCHANGE 
In June we launched our first congregational book gift draw.  This attracted almost as many children as adults. 
Participants each drew a random name of another parishioner and committed to contacting that person,
learning about their reading interests, and then giving them a book. The fun part of this exercise is that all those
who give a book are also given a book.  Perhaps some of you entered your name in the draw but haven’t yet
been contacted by anyone.  Or maybe in the distractions of life you forgot to contact the person whose name
you drew.  I have a record of all the names drawn (and by whom), so if you have any questions or concerns,
please get in contact with me.
 
ADULT EDUCATION IN THE FALL
We have several adult education initiatives in the works for the fall season.  These will all take place on
Thursday evenings at 7:30pm at the back of the church.
 

September: St. Aidan’s and Same-Sex Marriage - Moving Forward.  We’re all aware of the Anglican
Church of Canada’s recent failure to amend its definition of marriage to include same-sex marriage. The
Diocese of Toronto has nevertheless moved forward with authorizing same-sex marriages in parishes that
have demonstrated support for this.  Since many of you have expressed a desire that St. Aidan’s be
designated an “affirming” parish, we are beginning the formal process of requesting this of Bishop Andrew
Asbil. As part of the process, Lucy and I and the wardens will be drafting a letter of request, with an
opportunity for review by the St. Aidan’s congregation in two facilitated discussion sessions: Sept 12 and
Sept 19.  These sessions will focus on some of the history of Anglican debates about same-sex marriage,
the fundamental issues at stake, and how we can arrive at consensus as a congregation.

 
October: Wild Goose Pilgrims.  Lucy will be leading three sessions—Oct 3, Oct 10, Oct 17—reflecting on
her recent sabbatical pilgrimage from Lindisfarne to Iona.  Come to see pictures and hear about the
adventures of her trek and the spiritual insights that emerged for her.

 
November: St Paul in Greece  Dr. Terry Donaldson, professor (emeritus) at Wycliffe College, will lead us
through two sessions—Nov 7 and Nov 14—on the background of St Paul's letters to Greek Christian
communities.  This is a great opportunity to learn from Terry and to see pictures of the ancient Greco-Roman
world of St Paul's time.



From Matt 

From Michael Van Dusen 

Environmental Study and Action
 

During July and August a group of people from the St. Aidan’s community met to study Pope Francis’
encyclical on the environment: Laudato Si. (A downloadable version is available at
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-
laudato-si.html) The weather cooperated and we were able to sit in the back yards of different people’s
homes for pleasant
evenings.
 

While the size of the group varied from evening to evening a total of 13 people attended at least one of the
sessions. The readings sparked a wide range of discussion on the science, the theology, the issues and the
solutions. 
 
For St. Aidan’s the discussions pointed to several outcomes:
1.     The redevelopment of the church must incorporate the best affordable environmental technologies to
minimize our energy consumption.
2.     We have to rededicate ourselves to reducing waste as individuals and as a church community, and to
sorting garbage so we do not contaminate recyclable waste.
3.     We need to encourage attendance at the October 3 candidates’ debate at Beach United Church to
emphasize to the candidates our concern, as a faith community, for the environment, which is one of the
three topic areas (along with inequality and health) that we will ask the candidates to address.
4.     We need to become more active in pressing the global issue of environmental stewardship since the
globe is at an acute stage by many measures and it is a moral and ethical duty of Christians to engage in the
care of the earth.
 
Stay tuned for more discussion of the matter in the Fall.

PARISH PODCAST
For the past several months I’ve been developing Boardwalk Talk, the name of a new parish podcast I've
built from the ground up. The podcast will feature hour-long interviews of parishioners and others in the
Beach community who are doing important work and have interesting spiritual journeys to share.  I began
the podcast project with preliminary research, attending production workshops, and then purchasing
equipment.  Last year the Diocese of Toronto gave St. Aidan’s a small grant to cover our podcast costs. 
Earlier this year I worked with a local artist to design a podcast logo. I’ve also had to learn the intricacies
of recording software. It began with preliminary research, attending podcast production workshops, and
then purchasing equipment.  Since May I’ve recorded three episodes, which are presently being edited. 
I’m very grateful to Chris Schryer for his help in getting everything off the ground.  Episodes will soon be
available for your listening pleasure.
 
DADS' GROUP
There has been some interest in starting a parish social group for dads with young kids.  If any of you are
interested in this, please let me know!
 


