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What Makes a True Friend
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Anyone that is a current or former high
school student can attest to the fact that friends come
and go throughout high school. Some friends stick
with you forever, but surely everyone in high school
has gone through some sort of drama and has lost a
friend or two along the way. The question that crosses the minds of many throughout life is “What makes
a true friend?” I’m here to answer that for you today!
A true friend is honest. If your friend keeps
secrets from you, and you feel as if you
cannot trust them, you should be asking yourself if
that person is a true friend. You should
always feel 100% comfortable in a friendship, and
should be able to be yourself with said friend.
A true friend is loyal. Think back to a time
where you have been in some sort of drama. Did that
friend stick up for you no matter what, or did they
side with the other person? If your friend even remotely questions who they are sticking up for, then
you should be asking yourself if that person is a true
friend.
A true friend is supportive. When you are going through hard times, your true friend
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should listen to your woes, dry your tears, and even
“knock some sense” into you if you need it. No
matter how big or small the problem is, a true friend
is always there to help.
Lastly, a true friend is fun. You both should
consensually enjoy being around each other.
Sleepovers, random road trips, taking selfies, and
movie marathons are some things that friends do,
but it is all up to you and your friend! All that matters is that you two have a blast together, no matter
what you are doing.
If you evaluate these characteristics and find
that none of your friends meet the criteria, have no
fear! Life puts amazing people into our lives when
we least expect it. My advice to the readers of this
newspaper is to appreciate past friends, and be patient for the true friends to come along!

Martin Arias
by. Evan Peffer
Recently, I had the opportunity to interview
Martín Arias, an exchange student from Ecuador. An
extremely nice and funny kid, I asked him a few
questions about his year in Brownsville, and these
were his responses:
1. How did you like your time in Brownsville this
year?
"Brownsville was great. I met and made a lot of
friends. Everyone helped me and treated me with
respect. Alan and Daniel are my two best friends
here."
2. How does school here compare to school in your
home town?
"School here is very, very different. We don't change
classrooms for classes, we don't have lockers, and
we wear uniforms in Ecuador. My school is a lot
smaller back home and the lunch is cheaper (and

tastes better, too!)"
3. Would you ever consider coming back?
"Of course I want to come back! I met so many people and I'm going to miss them all. I'm going to miss
speaking English and all of the American culture."
4. What were your best and worst experiences here?
"My best experience here was playing soccer here
with my friends and sharing my culture with them.
My worst experience was when I got lost in schoolI didn't know where to go or what books to bring or
where anything was."
5. Do we live up to the American stereotypes?
"Yes I do think Americans live up to some of their
stereotypes. A lot of my friends eat fast food and
there are lot more obese people here compared to
my county, but I can't really think of any more
stereotypes."
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For artistic students and non-artistic
students alike, the Art Club is a great place to
express yourself! Throughout the year, the
club will meet to do all sorts of fun projects.
Though they didn’t this year, normally in the
fall they carve pumpkins to enter in a pumpkin carving contest. In the past they have
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