BENTHIC MACROINVERTEBRATES —
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Benthic macroinvertebrates are an integral part of stream

and lake ecosystems. These organisms may spend all or part :
of their lives in water; usually their immature phases (larvae

and nymphs) are spent entirely in water. A variety of environ- e
mental stressors can impact macroinvertebrate populations.
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Mayflies, stoneflies, caddisflies, and many s,
_ other insects have a similar life cycle to '
the dragonfly.
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Banthic Macrolnvertebrates are found In straams, rivers, ponds ond lakes. Macrolnvertebrates have different toleronce levals to
watsr pollution, which makes them great Indicators of watsr quolity. They live In the samae partion of tha stream most of thair kves
30 o sample of the macrolnvertabrate population muhﬂup)ml lcal, cheamicol and Na!oﬂcdmdumdth @ water body.
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Do any of the macroinvertebrates that
were collected look like these?



MACROINVERTEBRATE POLLUTION TOLERANCE GROUPS =
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Group 1 organisms are generally pollution intolerant. Their dominance generally signifies ex-
cellent to good water quality. Group 2 organisms exist in a wide range of water quality condi-
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tions. Group 3 organisms are generally tolerant of pollution. Their dominance usually signifies

fair to poor water quality.
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