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2018 SHOW DATES
EMAA II - June 22 – June 24 

MSU Pavilion

EMAA III - July 13 – July 15
Shiawassee County Fair

EMAA IV - Sept. 7 – Sept. 9
Ingham County Fairgrounds

YEAR END BANQUET
November 3rd, 2018

President’s Letter

Hello EMAA,

Hard to believe that we are already through our third show of 2018. EMAA 3 was 
a hot one but still a great time to spend with each other and our horses. 

At the spring meeting the majority asked to utilize the outdoor rings d/t footing 
and narrowness of the indoor arena. All members were asked to vote at the 
show Saturday night for classes Sunday and because of the heat the majority 
chose to stay indoors. In a little over a month we will be showing at our last 
show of the season. 

Those with year end traveling trophies from 2017 will need to return them at 
that time to the office. Please make sure they are packed safely in the packaging 
and box from the banquet. 

Remember to report on the A OK award, Darrin Miller and be part of the Ride 
For The Gold. It will be banquet time before we know it. Be sure to save the date 
of November 3rd, 2018. I hope everyone continues to have a great summer. See 
you at EMAA 4.

Danielle Hawes, President 

ATTENTION EMAA FAMILIES. 

ALL 2018 GRADUATES MAY SEND A FREE GRADUATION AD FOR THE AUGUST 
NEWSLETTER. DEADLINE WILL BE AUGUST 17TH, 2018. PLEASE SEND AD TO 
OUR WEBMASTER AT emaaweb@gmail.com
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Be sure to follow us on Facebook: facebook.com/emaa.org 
Sign up for EMAA Marketing Emails on our website: emaa.org

EMAA Graduates



By Kelly Beaubien 

 This weekend I was lucky enough to witness firsthand one of the rarest and but most special things at a 
horse show: true sportsmanship. Despite the heat, the dust, plans of showing location changing, and threat of 
rain, etc, the highlight of my weekend was one simple and small act of kindness.

 While waiting for her next class, my 13 and under rider was approached by another competitor in her 
last class that had had a rough go. This other rider apologized for any issue she may have caused my girl and her 
horse in the last class. This other rider was very concerned she had accidentally cut my rider off and provided an 
issue for her during the class. She admitted that her horse was "having a moment", but was confident that she 
had worked the bugs out and would stay out of everyone's way in the next class. While the little blunder she 
spoke of hadn't even caused my rider's horse to flick an ear back, she smiled and accepted her apology with a 
shrug and wished her luck in the next class. 

  This exchange between two 13 year olds lasted about 90 seconds and made my heart swell. Here 
were two young, driven competitors willing to toss aside an issue that happened in the ring. Both riders came 
out safe and smiling with their ribbons after the next class and all was forgotten. It struck me later that I wasn't 
just happy about how mature and pleasant these two young ladies handled a sticky situation, but also what a 
great example they were setting for all the walk/trotters milling about at the same time. 

 It's easy to get caught up in the competition, easy to harbor resentments towards people we only see 
four or five times a year based on how the placings shake out. But let's be real for a minute: we all deal with crap 
in our day to day lives. We all have our own personal struggles at home, jobs and barn life, and who we are at the 
show may not be a true representation of who we are as people. So when you're making your way out of the 
ring, collecting your ribbon and thinking back on all the stuff you dealt with on your horse leading up to the 
ribbon, please take a minute to remember that the rider next to you in the line-up may have a similar story. A 
"Congrats!" or "Great ride in that class" can go a long way for others.

 My second moment of pride came from an exchange I witnessed between our office staff and a new 
member. I'm not going to lie, I was taking advantage of their sweet sweet air conditioning, catching up with 
them on Sunday morning, when a mom approached the window to check out. She and her young daughter were 
new to our association and after getting the classes and total figured out, she hesitated before walking away to 
exclaim how happy she was to be a part of EMAA. She was so enthusiastic about how friendly everyone was at 
our shows, and how she felt her daughter was learning healthy competition, but also to just have fun! She had 
never considered putting her daughter on an Arabian to ride, but now feels ecstatic at all the opportunities it 
will open up for her. Later, I saw her daughter in a class, and realized she was just a peewee walker!! In that 
moment I knew we'd have a member for life. From her first peewee ribbon, to a walk-trotter and buying their 
first horse, eventually moving up through the age divisions and on to neck ribbons. And I felt proud to not only 
be a part of this association, but part of the governing body that organizes and runs the shows. Because right 
there in that new family, EMAA has achieved its goal. THAT is what we are all about.

Be sure to follow us on Facebook: facebook.com/emaa.org 
Sign up for EMAA Marketing Emails on our website: emaa.org
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 The past decade has brought much awareness and fear in regards to communicable diseases among 
humans and animals. Drug resistant organisms are becoming more common as are viruses that can cause fatal 
neurological disease. There is a list of reportable diseases and it is easy to view the alerts around the country 
and panic. The question then arose, “what are the show officials and associations doing to protect my horse?” 

Horses must have a negative Equine Infectious Anemia (EIA) or Coggins test done within 12 months of 
an event. Other than that there is no law regarding biosecurity for horse shows.  Regulations cannot entirely 
protect our horses and unfortunately neither can show management. So ultimately, the job to protect our 
horses falls on the individual owners. 

So where do you start? First you must understand what diseases your horse is at risk for and how they 
are spread. Certain diseases can strike at anytime, others are more common during certain seasons. Each has 
an average incubation period, which is the time it takes for a disease to develop after the animal has been 
infected. It is important to know how each disease is spread for prevention. 

There are several ways in which disease transmission occurs. Germs can be spread by direct or indirect 
contact. Direct contact is transmission directly from an infected animal to another. Indirect contact is 
transmission from a contaminated object (fomite) to the animal. More specific types of include droplet, 
airborne, vector, fecal oral and sexually transmitted. It is important to note that many equine diseases can be 
spread more than one way. 

So what is the best plan for prevention? Your greatest weapon is your veterinarian. Having that annual 
wellness exam is crucial. Doing all the preventative work to assure your horses are as healthy as they can be is 
key. Aside from the wellness exam, assuring teeth are floated and in good repair, hooves are trimmed and 
cared for on a schedule and making sure the coat is brushed and free from wounds, parasites or infection. All 
these factors affect your horses risk for disease transmission. Your veterinarian will assess risk vs benefit of 
each vaccine depending on factors such as location, age, breed and whether the horse will be shown or travel to 
locations prone to certain outbreaks and others. Each vaccine has been tested for efficacy, some start to lose 
effectiveness after a certain time frame. For this reason your veterinarian may suggest a booster after the 
initial dose. 

Environment is also very important to infection control. Assuring water troughs are cleaned regularly 
and all standing water is treated to prevent mosquito larvae from surviving. Cleaning up manure and using 
products to deter flies is also an important step. 

While at the shows I use a 1:9 bleach solution that has immediately been mixed with water. Note that 
bleach solution loses its effectiveness after 24 hrs. It is important to clean off any standing debris off the floor 
and walls first so the solution can penetrate any germs that may have been left behind from the show prior. 
You should also wait at least 10 minutes to give the solution time to be effective. Fomites are a major cause for 
concern at a show. Do not share tack, especially halters, bits, bridles, buckets, manure forks, brushes, saddle 
pads. If you do share, clean thoroughly prior to using these items on your horses.  As hard as it is, don’t let 
visitors pet your horses face. They have most likely touched several horses on the way to your horse and easily 
spread germs. Keeping several feet distance from other horses will also decrease risk of droplets released from 
a sneeze or cough. 

Even following every precaution may not completely eliminate risk of disease. Educating yourself on 
common symptoms of diseases in your area will lead to prompt treatment and decrease risk of complications.

Be sure to follow us on Facebook: facebook.com/emaa.org 
Sign up for EMAA Marketing Emails on our website: emaa.org
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Meeting called to order at 7:10

Attendance: Danielle Hawes, Kristan Sayers, Sharon Murch, Dani Maser, Jennifer Edwards, Patricia Cole

Absent: Rebecca Rett, Kelly Beaubien, Larissa Lincoln

Old Business

a. Dressage cones were delivered to Danielle and are packed and ready for EMAA

b. We had an electronic vote on 5-13-18 for our dressage cones purchase and motion was carried b. 

Logo/Shirts- Danielle is speaking with her to finalize how we will have her sell them 

c. Banquet themes vote- 007 Casino Night, Kentucky Derby Triple Crown, and Back to Prom and we will 

have a vote at the MSU Show 

d. Portable lighting rental for dressage will be revisited for the fall show 

e. Kristan is waiting to hear about the Shipshewana facility for future shows

Treasurer's Report

1. Chase balances:

○ May 1 - 31: $28,839.30 - $43,187.52

■ Deposits - $23,416.99, Withdrawals - $1775.62, Checks paid - $6489.15

■ Chase NSF fees (2 x $12) - $24.00

■ $274 + $506 - Paid via PayPal ($25/NSF also paid)

○ June 1 – June 13: $54,159.50

■ Recent Transactions: Withdrawals - $523.91, Deposits - $11,495.89, Pending bills: $150, 

Outstanding checks: $10,316.20

2. 2018 Memberships: 38 Family, 2 Family w/additional child, 78 Individual, 30 Youth

3. Results of EMAA I (May 18-20)

○ Mason (EMAA I) – May 18-20, 2018

■ Profit $10,895

○ Crestview (sponsor): $742.70

■ InstaHot 2 Prize Drawing was won by Stephanie & Isabella Layne - This generated $400.20 

for EMAA

■ Crestview shavings sales donation = $342.50

○ Concessions = $0 - After removing her vendor fee, the remaining balance ($12) was zeroed out as 

a donation

○ Per Rebecca: $572 remains to be collected

○ Based on Office Fees paid, EMAA I 2017 had 181 horses and 2018 had 191 horses

○ EMAA I – Expense v Revenue

■ Revenue - Does not include memberships collected or bank fees charged - $30,667

■ Expenses - Understand that there are additional expenses (overhead/purchases) for the 

club - $19,772

Board of Director Meeting Minutes

Be sure to follow us on Facebook: facebook.com/emaa.org 
Sign up for EMAA Marketing Emails on our website: emaa.org



President Report

a. June bio Kristan Sayers

 b. Newsletter Articles due by 6-15-18 

c. ByLaw legal review- Danielle has spoke to a lawyer and we are waiting for a quote 

d. Working on email blasts for MSU show, need to add to get music for Liberty to 

emaasecretary@gmail.com and anyone with swearing in their music will be a DQ unless you tell Kristan 

where to turn music down. 

Show Office Manager

a. See treasurer's report 

Committee Reports

a. Judges- committee needs to get names and start getting ready for next year, hoping to have 

something by the next show. 

b. Gymkhana was down in entries this show and ride for the gold we only had 4 entries and are hoping 

more will join

 c. Suggestion Box-i. Having 13 and under hand gallop- we have changed this many times and board 

voted years ago that we would follow Arabian rules which is judges discretion. We will discuss with the 

future judges regarding this. ii. We had 2 other suggestions that were not signed and will not be 

discussed. Please remember you must sign it in order for it to be discussed and voted on. 

d. Dressage- 21 open breed, 171 Arabians and Half Arabians, 3 open breed high score, and 12 Arabian and 

Half Arabian high Score e. Youth director- Kids will be judging liberty and Dani will provide score cards

New business

a. Biosecurity- Danielle will be writing an article about this for members 

b. Show Bill overview

i. Class 1 thru 12; 8am-11am

 ii. Class 12-23; 11am-12pm iii. Showmanship 24-31; 8-12pm iv. Had a 1 hour break and Classes 

started at 1pm

v. Classes 37-50; 1pm-3:30pm 

vi. Classes 51-63; 345-6pm 15 min break 

vii. Classes 64-74 6:15-8pm 

viii. Sunday 75-89 8am-11am half hour break

ix. 90-102 1130 2pm x. 103-117 230-4pm 

c. By Laws will be reviewed and unsportsmanship like conduct will be looked at.

Adjournment

a. Motion to adjourn by Dani and seconded by Pat

Be sure to follow us on Facebook: facebook.com/emaa.org 
Sign up for EMAA Marketing Emails on our website: emaa.org
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EMAA III has come to a close and it was a super fun time with the youth playing games! 

We had shaving cream catch a cheese puff: We had water balloons:

We had cup of water relay: And my favorite blast the water cup:

Fun was had by all!! 

September will be the costume class with a horse and this will be open to all ages who want to participate!! Hope to 
see you there !! Have a great August!! 

Youth Director 
Dani 

From the Dressage Ring

All results should be posted on Gaitkeeper. Please look over your placings to ensure they are correct. If you see 
something that needs to be changed, please let me know ASAP so that everything is correct heading into the last show.

Looking forward to seeing everyone in September!

Rebecca 

Show Office Report

Youth Update
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Each month we will be including a “Meet the Board” section in our newsletter. 
Board Member of the month: SHARON - TREASURER

Meet the Board

My name is Sharon Murch and I was 
appointed EMAA Treasurer in 
August 2017; I was then voted into 
the position at the banquet for a 
term ending in 2019. Since assuming 
the position of Treasurer, I have 
entered all of our 2017 financials 
(including receipts) in Quicken and 
easily generated the proper reports 
for our Accountant to file our 2017 
tax return.  

In 2018, we have added more detail 
to entries made in Quicken (deposits 
and payments); these transactions 
have been broken down into 
sub-categories so that we can 
generate reports drilling down to the 
level of discipline, stalls, camping, 
etc. to review revenue/expense and 
make adjustments as required.  

The modifications to the 2018 pricing structure was a result of an analysis of these numbers and without any 
pricing changes, EMAA was on track to lose over $7000 in 2018; the findings of this analysis were presented in 
detail at our Spring Meeting. 

When you review the EMAA newsletters you will find the Treasurer’s report however, if you have any questions 
please contact me at EMAATreasurer@gmail.com. When reviewing our financial position, keep in mind that we 
must maintain a balance in our account that would pay cancellation fees to all four show contracts and other 
expenses should we have to cancel a show(s). As an example, some shows were cancelled a few weeks ago due to 
the heat and shows have been cancelled in the past due to virus outbreaks.

On a personal note, I trained my first Arabian (with guidance) and started showing the Eastern Michigan Horse 
Association (EMHA) circuit at age 14 with great success; then the following year I began competing in Class A 
Arabian shows showing in Halter, Equitation (Saddle Seat & Western), Western Pleasure, Reining, English 
Pleasure, Park, and Driving with several Arabians. Raising a family was the reason for my break from horses but the 
Arabians came back into my life in 1997 starting with trail riding followed by focusing on being a horse show mom 
where my daughter competed at EMAA shows, Class A shows, and Regional Shows (12, 13, 14, 15, 18). I still do a 
little riding but not as much as I should. My daughter and I currently have two older purebred Arabians (mare and 
gelding) and one Half-Arab mare at our home in Howell.

For my full time job, I am a Senior Process Engineer working on a contract for the Department of Veterans Affairs, 
Office of Information and Technology and I also teach at a local University.

Sharon Murch

Send a message to the entire Board: 
emaaweb@gmail.com or fill out the contact form on the website

Individual Board Member Contact Information: emaa.org/contactus

mailto:EMAATreasurer@gmail.com

