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ABOUT 
AVENUE24

Avenue24 is a Toronto based fashion and lifestyle digital

magazine. Created in 2015, our team has strives to shed

light on Canadian talent and cover the latest in Fashion

news around the globe.  

 

From street style to the runway, Avenue24 features all you

need to know from the experts who know Toronto and

fashion best. 
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When David Kollar first moved to Canada
he was 6 years old. Living with his family
in a foreign country, it was a struggle to
stay financially afloat while living the
lifestyle he had dreamed of. Growing up
he took on various full-time jobs such as 
sales, security, customer service and
finance, to support himself and in doing
so stumbled upon fashion, a passion that
would soon flourish into his career.   

Fast forward to present day, David Kollar
is the self-made Founder of Kollar
Clothing, a unique hybrid label that brings
together street style and luxury. As he  

sits across from me in his own office, with
his own team, and a room full of his
product ready to be pushed out, it
couldn’t be more contrasting from where
he started. Yet, upon our team's arrival,
he remained humble, with a palpable   
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"When I started getting into

designing I still had topay bills 

so I’d work the standard9 AM

to5 PM job and comehome

and work6 PMto like2 AM on

Kollar."

KOLLAR
From working two full-time jobs to building a fashion empire, David Kollar gets candid

about his rise to success.
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Meet David Kollar.
NJ: First and foremost, I think the
aesthetic that you’ve created over the
years is very powerful. When we look at
your label, it’s not just a clothing brand
but a lifestyle which is something you
don’t see very often when people create
their own clothing line. Was that the
intent? If so what was the inspiration for
creating the whole lifestyle brand? 
 
DK: Yeah it definitely was. When I first 

started Kollar Clothing my intent was to
make a product that didn’t exist. As I was
making my pieces I felt it was important
to generate a feeling behind it. Creating
the clothing is one aspect but we also
spend a lot of time on the creative which
includes the photoshoots, the videos,
all of that kind of stuff. When people see
what we’re doing, they want to be a part
what we’re building. So, for us, it’s really
important to continue creating that
lifestyle aspect while still producing
quality products that align. Things like
what celebrity is wearing it, how they
present it on their Instagram and how we
present our account, we have to make
sure they all align. We also made this
Instagram account called Kollar Lifestyle
as an extension of that, which is real life
people wearing our pieces versus us
shooting our own staged photos.  
 
NJ: On the way here I was trying to think
of a way to define Kollar Clothing because
there are so many ways you can look at it.
I know on your website you state it as
‘Streetwear sensibilities with luxury-brand
level refinement and timelessness”; but
how would you define it? 
 
DK: If I could describe Kollar Clothing, I’d
say, like my style, it’s very North America
meets UK. It’s a mix of Toronto streetwear
with UK style. Very essential but within
those essential pieces you have details.
So for example, on a sample I’m working
on we use a certain fabric to make it
really soft, then we drop the shoulder.
Even on the back, you can see the detail  

eagerness and excitement for the brand
he's built.  
___________________ 
 
If you keep up with the Toronto fashion
scene or are fans of icons like Young Thug
and August Alsina then you know Kollar
Clothing. Indisputably one of the most
notable Canadian luxury streetwear
brands, they produce timeless looks with
very close attention to detail and fit.
Emerging in 2011, Kollar Clothing has
gone on to be featured at Toronto
Fashion Week, in various publications like
Complex Magazine and BlogTO, and worn
by renowned celebrities - all while
maintaining an esteemed aesthetic. 
 
This past week our team had the privilege
of sitting down with David Kollar of Kollar
Clothing to discuss everything from
starting his own business to what he
envisions for the future. So to learn more
about David and his label; Kollar Clothing,
keep on reading.  
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with our signature cut and sew. It’s still
essential but we focus a lot on the details, the
type of string, the cut and sew. If you look at
the bottom of the piece we put in this elastic
material so it hikes up a little when you wear
it. Little details like that make Kollar
different.  
 
NJ: Looking back to when you first created
your label and the clothing you produced,
how would you say your vision has changed
or evolved? 
 
DK: When I first started my goal was to be as
different as possible. It was good but then
after a while, it wasn’t good and I’ll tell you
why. When I first started I tried to be
different, I’d make an essential black tee but  
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"For me, I always had a "why", I  

didn’t want to be working 9AM to

5PM for somebody, so I told

myself that I’d sacrifice a couple

years doing my side hustle and

working full-time to get to where I

want to go."

NJ: You posted a story on Instagram not
too long ago, in which you talked about
working your full-time 9AM to 5PM job
and then spending the remainder of your
day working on your label. How was that  

journey for you of turning your side
hustle into a full-time job? What advice
would you give to people wanting to be
their own boss? 
 
DK: I was actually born in Slovakia and
moved to Toronto when I was 6. We were
really poor at that time and my mom
always told me “If you want something
you have to work hard at it”. I got my first
big job when I was 15 working at No Frills
and then after that, I worked about 20
different jobs which included a lot of
retail.  
 
Working in these jobs I picked up a lot of
random skills like sales, negotiating, but
I’ve always really like designing. When I
started to really get into designing I still
had bills to pay so I’d work the standard 9
AM to 5 PM job and come home and work
6 PM to like 2 AM on Kollar. In the
beginning, it was really tough because
there was so much to do and you kind of
have to do everything when you first start
out - whether it be designing or sales.
There were so many times where I said to
myself: “I don’t know if this is possible”.
Usually, people will give up because after
the first few months or years they don’t
see any money coming in. It can make
them think that it isn’t the right thing for
them.  
 
However, for me, I’ve always had a “why.”
You know the reason you wake up in the
morning. For me, it was that I didn’t want
to be working 9AM to 5PM for somebody,
so I told myself that I’d sacrifice a couple  

but then add a contrast arm. It was a lot
of details that made it more “different” or
“never seen before.” I personally like very
minimal stuff so I would never wear any
of the pieces that I made. People would
buy it but I would be wearing other
brands. Then one day one of my guys was
like “Why don’t you start making things
that you would want to wear?” So I
decided to change things up and make
things that I would wear rather than the
things that would sell. In the end, the
things I liked actually sold better. People
would ask “what are you wearing?” and I’d
say “Kollar” which really solidified the
change.  
 
I guess then, the answer to your question
is it definitely evolved from a very
complicated product to a more luxury,
essential, everyday, streetwear type of
product. 
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have an amazing team, I get to do what I
like, I mean it’s exciting for sure. I think
the main thing for me in life is waking up
every day with another exciting thing to
look forward to.  
 
NJ: Have you had one of those “OMG this
is turning into something really big”
moments? 
 
DK: I had Young Thug wear a pair of Kollar
pants with Virgil's new shoes when they
hadn’t even come out yet. Virgil then
posted our pants with the shoes on his
Instagram. I really look up to them so that
was a huge moment.  
 
NJ: I also saw a Kollar watch and Kollar
shoes on your Instagram, which I think
branching out into accessories is huge
and plays a big part in building that Kollar
lifestyle. Are watches and shoes the only
accessories or are there more on the
horizon? 
 
DK: Yeah, we might do jewellery soon so
like necklaces and rings. That would be it
for now in terms of accessories.  
 
NJ: I know some of your pieces are limited
edition, will you be doing the same for the
accessories and shoes? 
 
DK: Yeah so our brand produces a 
limited amount and then once it is sold
out we don’t bring it back - unless it’s the
essential line. We try and keep the brand
exclusive. Once it’s gone you have to find
a specific place to buy it - it keeps it more
exciting.   

years doing my side hustle and working
full-time to get to where I want to go.
Every morning I’d look at my vision board
and put things on it that I wanted. Where
do I want to live? What do I want to drive?
What do I want to see? How much do I
want to make? I’d wake up and just
visualize it. I did that and then every time
I felt like giving up or I felt like I lost my
“why” it would remind me.  
 
With that said, one thing over the years
that I learned is that I’m very stubborn.
I’m a Taurus and I think I’ve always been
that way. Initially, I used to keep making
mistakes and it would cost me a lot of
money - but I kept going. My goal was to
keep going until my brand was my full-
time. It definitely was a long process and I
think the hardest part for me was
patience. I am very impatient. If I have an
idea I have to do it right away. It helps to
get things done but over the years I’ve
learned to be more patient for long-term
goals. 
 
NJ: Is it sometimes bewildering to see how
far along you’ve come? From working two
jobs to being your own boss, having your
own office, and launching pop-ups in
different countries? 
 
DK: Because I’m always working, thinking
and doing stuff I sometimes forget to look
back and think “Woah this is cool.” I’ll have
days where I’ll slow down, like when I’m
meditating, but since I’m pretty busy it
usually isn’t until something big happens
that makes me stop and recognize
everything. I’m able to work for myself, I  
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So yes the watches are limited edition,
the rings might not be. We’re still testing
things out.  
 
NJ: Any chances on returning to Toronto
Fashion Week 2019? 
 
DK: We’re still thinking about it, we might
not. At the moment we are looking at
New York Fashion Week so that might be
our next stop!  
 
NJ: Okay, so you just dropped a
collection; FW18 Delivery 2, tell us a bit
about it.  
 
DK: This collection is cool because we use
unique fabrics. We have this velour
tracksuit that everyone has seen previews
of on Instagram. At the moment, no ones
doing a really good velour suit so we’re
really excited about that piece. We also
have this really cool plaid outfit that  
 
 

was on Instagram, in addition to some
really cool zip-up hoodies and a lot of cool
oversized winter essentials.  
 
NJ: We’ve talked a lot about your past and
building your brand but I think it’s also
important to talk about what you see for
the future. Any big projects coming up or
visions for the future of your brand? 
 
DK: Yeah, for sure. Today, we’re sold in 120
stores around the world, but not a lot in
Europe. We have one in Germany, one in
France, one in Italy and the UK, but we’re
trying to expand more so we’re thinking of
doing more trade shows in Europe, which
is exciting. We’re also thinking of creating
an exclusive online product that you can’t
buy in-store. With that, we’ll do more
releases and have more fresh product
coming out.  
 
NJ: That’s very exciting, we’re looking  
 



There are great programs out there like
Freelancer and FIVERR which are good
because they’re cheap and bad because
they work for money rather than passion.
But, let's say you have an excel sheet that
will take you 5 hours to write but you can
get someone to do it for $20.00. You have
to know what your time is worth. If you
pay X to this company, you can spend
more time being creative and hands-on
instead of spending time on data.  
 
I mean I could go on forever about this,
but I think those are my top tips. 

For more on David and his label Kollar
Clothing visit their website
at www.kollarclothing.com or follow them
on Instagram here.   

forward to hearing about your continued
success. Last question, do you have any
pieces of advice for the people who are
just starting out with their own business?
Whether fashion or another vertical. 
 
DK: When I first started I made so many
mistakes. I was against paying for advice
and expertise, which is understandable
when you are just starting out and don’t
have that much money. But because I’ve
tried to learn everything myself - which is
still great, it’s good to be hands-on - I
ended up wasting more money than I
needed to. I was making mistakes rather
than getting the right information the first
time around that could have prevented
me from spending money or wasting
time. So, if you’re able to find a good
mentor, that’s like a cheat code. You
literally have the answers from someone
that’s proven successful. I mean, Google
is good, but you don’t know who you’re
getting your information from and there
are like 20 different sources. Paying for
someone to help you can get you to
where you want to go much faster. So
that’s number one - having a good
mentor.  
 
The other thing is there are a lot of
helpful apps. A lot of my business runs
through apps, we actually have this one
app that helps prevent missing a follow-
up, if you're emailing a ton of people. The
program will automatically send an email
so you don’t have to remember. When
you own your own business you kind of
have to do everything, so it's helpful and
reduces costs. If you don’t have any cash
flow you try to cut costs as much as
possible. 
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