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Landscape Setting 

A key aim of the development is to retain and augment 
existing areas of woodland through the creation of 
landscape corridors.  These are either areas of open space 
or woodland planting, and will include parts of the core 
path and drainage network.  They will contribute to the 
landscape setting, visually containing the development, 
and provide enhancement of the ecological and 
recreational networks in the area.

A central amenity parkland area is proposed to be created 
as a green ‘heart’ to the development, making good use 
of the northern part of the valley.  This open amenity 
space will be linked to the mixed use centre, and all access 
routes in and out of the site will engage closely with this 
central landscape feature.  The southern part of the valley 
will also remain open space, and will incorporate amenity 
walkways and potential green leisure opportunities such 
as an equestrian facility.

The area of green belt to the very southern tip of the site 
will remain undeveloped, other than amenity walkways 
which are wholly compatible with its green belt status.

Connectivity 
 
Distributer and Housing roads have been developed to 
address the site topography and limit the requirement 
for extensive earthworks. Dedicated pedestrian and cycle 
networks will complement the road layout throughout 
the site and beyond, creating a high level of recreational 
amenity for residents. 

All streets will be designed to reflect the relative 
importance of the routes, creating a legible hierarchy 
within the development.  Streets will be designed firstly 
as places, creating a pedestrian friendly environment that 
is easy and safe to move around in.

A bus route will be created to serve the new development 
which will connect to Balmedie and beyond, via the 
proposed new distributer road.  All residential areas will 
all be located within 400m of the new bus route.

It is proposed West Balmedie will 
be a ‘destination’ and not simply 
a place to reside or pass through.  
The centre of the development is 
proposed to be the core of the 
community containing the primary 
civic, commercial and community 
facilities, thus creating a focus.  

The centre will augment the 
existing facilities already located 
within Balmedie, and help meet 
the needs and aspirations of the 
local community as a whole.
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CONCEPT

THE DRAFT MASTERPLAN

West Balmedie is focused around the development of a mixed use 
core, and distinct neighbourhoods to the north, west and south 
of this.  The mixed use core is located at the centre of the new 
community, accessible to all, and will contain some housing, a primary 
school, small scale facilities such as local shops, a possible health 
centre as well as opportunities for some commercial development.  
A pedestrian plaza will enhance the civic nature of the centre, which 
will look out over and be closely connected to the central parkland 
amenity space.

The residential neighbourhoods will have distinct characters, drawn 
from their location and setting.  To the centre, density and scale 
will be higher – however sited on relatively lower ground, the visual 
impact of these potentially higher buildings will be minimised, 
and they will benefit from views out over the central parkland and 
beyond to the sea.

To the north-east and west of the centre, the homes will be of lower 
scale and density, as the residential development areas climb the 
gently sloping contours of the site.  Such topography will allow 
for maximising opportunities for panoramic views, creating a high 
standard of residential amenity.  A connection to woodland will 
also be a defining characteristic of these areas, with the road and 
footpath networks interacting extensively with the existing trees 
and open space, meaning that both residents and visitors alike will 
maximise a connection to nature.

To the east of the main access road that serves the site from the 
grade separated junction, lie sites that can create employment 
opportunities in the form of business or retail development.  These 
proposed sites mirror the employment land opportunities already 
allocated within Balmedie on the eastern side of the A90 directly 
opposite, thus consolidating employment land in one distinct easily 
accessible and well-connected area.  Such commercial activity will 
be separated from the proposed new housing by the access road 
and a landscape strip acting as a buffer between the land uses.

Completing the masterplan, there will be a leisure development 
opportunity to the south west, taking advantage of the wide open 
green space that forms the valley side.
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