
Most of the students who participate in the program attended public school and 
therefore have little background in Jewish History. For this 
reason, a Holocaust speaker is usually invited to address the 
group and share their experiences of this defining period of 

Jewish history. One group heard from Romi Kohn (the boy hero and author 
of the book ‘The Youngest Partisan’). This experience introduced 

them to a man who spent the war years in the forests of Eastern 
Europe fighting the Nazis alongside the feared Polish Partisans.

When the war ended, he immigrated to America, settling in 
Brooklyn and becoming a successful businessman as well as one 

of the most prolific Mohalim in Klal Yisroel, having performed in excess of 35,000 
circumcisions, traveling to places that very few dared to, including the former Soviet 

Union, and to cities in remote places that have no local Mohel. He 
also always makes sure to Toivel in a Mikva before performing 
a Bris, and has done so even in crocodile-infested waters in 
South America!

The most recent group heard a talk from Mrs Leah Chopp in Los Angeles. She is a survivor of 
Auschwitz. She spoke about how the Germans would prepare their daily soup by pulling grass out of the ground 
and boiling it up in a pot of water. She still remembers crunching on grains of sand as she ate her soup. She 
remembers the day the Nazis prepared a proper nutritious meal for them, the likes of which they hadn’t seen in 
years. The Germans chose Tisha b’Av as the day to give it to them. She related that not one Jew stepped forward to 
partake. Mi K‘amcha Yisroel...

The students met a line-up of businessmen who are leaders in their 
fields. Most memorable among them are Mr Harry Rottenberg 
(America’s most sought-after injury lawyer), Mr Jim Kapenstein 
(the senior Vice President of Walt Disney), Mr Naftali Horowitz 
(Managing Director of JP Morgan Bank) and Mr Ira Zlotowitz (CEO 
of Eastern Union Mortgages).  

PLP (Professional Leadership Program) is a highly successful initiative of the Kollel Beth 
Hatalmud Yehuda Fishman Institute, aimed at creating awareness of Jewish roots and fostering 
a deeper understanding and appreciation of what it means to be Jewish.
Some twenty new students from Australian universities join each year, and attend dynamic 
lectures on the basics of Jewish Belief, Thought, and Ethics, delivered by local and international 
guest speakers.
The yearlong commitment to the program earns the students a place on a heavily subsidized 
trip to the USA, the goal of which is to inspire the students in Yiddishkeit.
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They explained to the students that their success in life came partly because 
they are driven people who work hard, but mainly because they have been 
blessed by Hashem. They are non-compromising when it comes to their 
commitment to Shabbos, Yom Tov, their demanding Torah learning schedules 
and their tzedoka donations. One CEO said that a prerequisite for working 
for him involves donating part of your salary to charity. If you don’t agree, 
you don’t get the job. 

Mr Charlie Harary spoke to the group and told them that mediocrity is life’s default position. 
People tend to go through life locked in survival mode. Greatness is a choice and the path to 
greatness lies just beyond one’s comfort zone. 
He said that the Jews have achieved incredible achievements throughout history because of 
two important factors. Firstly their relationship with Hashem. When they pray, they pray like 
it matters. And secondly because they don’t know the meaning of ‘I can’t’. A Jew always figures 
it out. No challenge is too difficult. No problem is insurmountable. We figure it out. Jews 
emerged from the concentration camps of Europe and came to America only to be told that if they didn’t work 
on Shabbos they didn’t have a job. So they started their own businesses. These 
businesses are some of America’s most successful and lucrative. They figured 
it out. The Jews came to Eretz Yisroel. They were attacked by the powerful 
militaries of their neighbouring countries. They could hardly muster an army 
together. They had no airforce. What were they supposed to do? Get their 
mothers to guilt-trip the enemy to death? They figured it out. We’re a hard 
working and ambitious nation and we don’t know what it means to quit.

The group spent two memorable Shabboses together. One in Los Angeles hosted by families in the Pico-
Robertson area, and one in the home of America’s Kiruv guru Rabbi Bentzion Klatzko in Monsey NY. Some 
students kept Shabbos for the first time in their lives. One student remarked that coming to shul in Los Angeles 
was the first time he had ever been in a shul in his life. He never had a barmitzvah. Arrangements were made 
and the next shabbos he celebrated his barmitzvah in Monsey together with the group after being called up to 
the Torah.

The group were hosted for a dinner in the home of Mr Shai Stern (founder and 
CEO of CheckAlt Banking Solutions). He told the students about two of his 
friends who both lost their wealth when the world markets crashed in 2008. 
One friend decided to work harder; longer hours and less sleep to try make his 
money back. The other friend realised that he had spent the better part of his 
life investing time into his business at the expense of his Judaism. He decided 

A talk from Mr Jim Kapenstein

With 9/11 survivor Jack Alvo

Daily Shiur from Rabbi Y Quinn

With Mr 
Charlie Harary

Seeing the sights in sunny LA



to dedicate a portion of each 
work day to study a page of 
Gemora. Seven and half years 
later the first friend was still in 
the same miserable financial 
state despite having worked 
himself half to death - losing 
his marriage and relationship 

with his children in the process.
The other friend was also in the same financial position. He, 
however had amassed a true fortune - the completion of Shas. An 
investment like that is immune to financial crises and he became 
the pride of his friends and family.

One of the lessons that the students learn during the trip is the 
feeling of family amongst the Jewish people. Total strangers take 
you into their homes and treat you as they would their own 
children.

Whether it was the evening spent in the home of Mr and Mrs 
Yaakov Friedler (President of a successful real estate investment 
firm) where they were treated to a feast fit for royalty. Or it was 
the lady that overheard the group doing Shabbos shopping with 
Rabbi Klatzko and pulled out a large amount of cash from her 
purse in order to cover the cost of the meat for the Shabbos 
meals, the students saw first hand the generosity of the regular 
Jew on the street. We are family and we treat each other as such. 

A number of the alumni of the various programs have gone on to 
further their Jewish learning and commitment by coming to the 
Kollel weekly (or more) to learn. One student has been learning 
in a seminary in Los Angeles for the past year. A group of boys 
went to learn in Ohr Somayach in Yerushalayim. Three students 

went recently to learn in Aish Hatorah in the Old City.

My brief comment on the past 
year is that it was a year where 
I had an incredible opportunity 

to learn so much more about my past, 
Judaism, success and meaning behind 
traditions which have been passed down for 
many many years.

I am so glad to I got to be part of 
the PLP program. I have learnt 
so much more what it really 

means to be a Jew. I am always looking 
forward to the weekly study sessions, which 
are the highlight of my week.

The PLP program has completely 
changed my life. I have never 
been more proud to be Jewish 

and there is no doubt that I will continue to 
learn when the program is over. 
The trip to America was definitely a highlight 
of my life and an unforgettable experience. 
The PLP program not only showed me the 
importance of Judaism, it allowed me to 
gain life long friends and mentors.

[From the participants - 2019]

With CEO of Eastern Union
Mr Ira Zlotowitz “

“
“

Rabbi Sacher giving a class at the Kollel



“I think that the program did a great job of 
presenting Judaism in an open and engaging 
manner. There was a strong sense of “if things 
don’t make sense to you this way there may be 
other ways that they do” 
I think that this contrasts with the Jewish day 
school approach which does not allow for this 
kind of approach. Also this is the background that 
most of the participants came from meaning that 
it was new and important information. Within 
myself I felt that I now see Judaism and religious 
observance, not as a thing I should do for external 
reasons but rather as something that can enrich 
my life. This I believe was a result of hearing all 
of the speakers who presented Judaism as such. 
All of them are such inspirational and successful 
people that seeing their approach to life inspired 
me to take a similar approach and outlook.
This has to happen more. There is so much to 
gain for so many people.”

[From one of the participants]
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PLP owes a lot of its success to the kind donations and support of its parent organisation - the Kollel.
It’s amazing to see the students who previously had no knowledge at all of Judaism, now feel comfortable 
coming in to the Kollel to learn Gemora on a regular basis.

PLP is currently planning trips to Poland, London, Israel and the USA, so look out for exciting developments 
coming soon...
(For more information on future trips, or for sponsorship opportunities, contact Rabbi Sacher 0434 423 385 or plp@kollel.com.au)
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