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Sheriff Luke Hennen is pleased to announce his candidacy for Scott County Sheriff. 
 
“As a lifelong resident of Scott County, I knew from an early age that I wanted to stay in 
this community and serve in a way that made it a better place, not only for my family 
and me, but for every person who calls Scott County home. Today, I seek the public’s 
endorsement of these intentions: Let’s work together to create safe and healthy 
communities to live, work and play,” said Hennen. 
 
Hennen, who previously served as the chief deputy for Sheriff Kevin Studnicka, was 
appointed to Sheriff in May 2016. He has served the people of Scott County in the 
Sheriff’s Office since 1997. 
 
Hennen currently leads an office with staff of nearly 170 employees, including licensed 
deputies, correctional officers, 911-dispatchers and civilian staff with a budget of 15.9 
million.  Hennen said, “My staff is complimented by dozens of volunteers that serve, in 
each Scott County community, when called upon for: special events, weather spotting 
and security details. We are a better office for their volunteer service.” 
 
Since becoming Sheriff, Hennen has prioritized Crisis Intervention Training (CIT), a way 
to better respond to citizens experiencing mental health crises, for Sheriff’s office 
employees. Currently all deputies on patrol are certified and within the next two years 
the remaining front line staff, including corrections officers and dispatchers, will be fully 
CIT certified. 
 
Further improving the response for those with mental health needs, Hennen is a key 
collaboration partner in the formation of the Scott County Mobile Crisis Response team.  
“Mental health resources in communities have dwindled over the years, pressuring law 
enforcement to assume even greater responsibility.  The changes we are making in Scott 
County are designed both to prevent mental health crisis and ensure that people who 
do experience crisis are responded to compassionately and effectively,” reported 
Hennen. 
 
Hennen wants to maximize resources in the community to enhance safety. As a part of 
the Scott County Chiefs of Police Association, Hennen was a leader in discussions about 
21st Century Policing, ensuring policies and practices fit the needs of our changing 
community.  In 2016, Hennen created a community engagement deputy position to 
develop trust and improve communication with the diverse communities the Sheriff’s 

 



 

Office serves. In response to fast-changing technology crime of the 7 Scott County cities, 
Hennen created a single position housed at the county, serving all residents, to handle 
computer and cell phone examinations.  
 
Scott County has not been immune from the negative effects caused by the rise in 
opioid abuse.  “Our officers need tools to respond. Training and access to Naloxone 
gives officers the capacity to save lives, including their own, should they be exposed to 
the dangerous chemicals present in synthetic opioids,” said Hennen.  As the co-chair of 
the Scott County Drug Prevention Task Force: ChooseNotToUse, Hennen ensures 
programing is brought to local schools to educate and prevent the use of illegal drugs. 
Speaking about the program Hennen said, "As your Sheriff, I have seen the negative 
effects of drug addiction on families, in our schools, in our community, and ultimately in 
our criminal justice system. The ChooseNotToUse partnership is one way for us to work 
together to improve the decision making of our youth through education, providing 
youth with the tools to say no is vital.” 
 
Hennen said, “We need a strong, experienced leader willing to work with the 
community to maintain trust and legitimacy in public safety. I’m proud to be your 
leader. If elected Sheriff, I promise to continue to bring innovation and collaboration to 
maintain the high level of public safety we have all come to expect.” 
 
About Sheriff Hennen: 
Sheriff Luke Hennen began his career as a Corrections Officer in the Scott County Jail, 
rising through the ranks as a patrol deputy, detective and Sergeant before being 
appointed Chief Deputy.  Hennen holds a Bachelor of Science Degree in Law 
Enforcement and a Master of Public Administration from Minnesota State University, 
Mankato.  Following Sheriff Studnicka’s retirement, Hennen was appointed by the Scott 
County Board of Commissioners to serve as the 19th Sheriff of Scott County. Sheriff 
Hennen was born and raised in Scott County.  Hennen is a former board member of the 
Minnesota Sex Crimes Investigators Association. He is currently a member of the Scott 
County Mental Health Local Advisory Council, Shakopee Rotary, Jordan Lions Club and 
the Scott County Agricultural Society. He is a co-chair of the Scott County Drug 
Prevention Task Force, President of the Scott County Chiefs of Police Association, and 
President of the Metro Sheriff’s Association, 4th District.  
 
He currently resides in Jordan with his wife Debi and their two daughters, Audra (5) and 
Lucille (2). 
 
About the Scott County Sheriff’s Office: The Sheriff’s Office administers countywide 
public safety services including 911 dispatching, records management and the county 
jail.  The Sheriff’s Office is the primary law enforcement provider to the eleven 
townships, and works seamlessly with local police departments to provide resources for 
investigations, crime scene processing and K9 units to improve the safety of our 
communities. 
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