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SPRING 2019                                                                                           VOL. XXXI No.1 

Spring Informational Meeting  
Saturday May 25, 2019  10AM 

Penn Forest Township Volunteer Fire Company #1 

1387 Route 903, Penn Forest Township 

Letter from Your President 
Ken Levitz 

Welcome back!  It’s nearly warm weather as I write this.  I saw more walkers (and some bike riders) in 
the past few days: and heard more young people calling out to each other as I’ve walked Hobbs, around 
the north shore.  It is great to see and hear you.

It’s been a busy off-season for those of us on your board.  Just some of the recent activity deals with:
•	 Working	with	our	engineers	to	satisfy	DEP	with	respect	to	the	safety	of	our	dam	and	spillway	and	

to	update	our	Emergency	Action	Plan;
•	 Initiating	 discussions	with	 Penn	 Forest	Township	 concerning	 the	 need	 for	 safety	 crossings	 on	

Behrens	Road;	and,
•	 A	first	review	of	our	Tree	Preservation	Policy.

Hopefully, we will be able to offer some insight on these issues at our Spring Informational Meeting.
Right	now,	I	want	to	stress	one	thought:	time	flies.		Before	long	it	will	be	July	and	the	election	process	
for	new	board	members	will	begin.		We	need	to	start	thinking	about	candidates	to	fill	the	five	seats	that	
become	vacant	on	an	annual	basis.	 	This	sounds	 like	a	pretty	simple	task,	but	as	often	happens,	 it	
becomes	more	complicated	than	simply	finding	five	pegs	to	force	into	five	holes,	regardless	of	shape.
This	happens	because	we	are	all	have	personal	lives,	families,	varying	degrees	of	employment	and	
varied skill sets and, in one case, a member who is completing his third term and is ineligible to run for 
reelection	at	this	time.		We	have	another	member	in	that	group	of	five	that,	for	personal	reasons	will	not	
seek	another	term.		Additionally,	we	have	a	sixth	member	who	may	be	forced	to	leave	us	prior	to	the	
end of his current term (in 2020).

In	addition	to	the	“numbers	game”	we	are	playing,	we	can’t	forget	about	skills	and	specific	knowledge.		
I’m	guessing	we	will	need	to	find	within	the	2020	election,	members	with	financial	skills	that	relate	to	
Treasury,	Membership	Services	 and	Special	Projects	 (especially	 our	 proposed	Declaration	Rewrite	
project).		Additionally,	we	can	never	have	enough	support	in	the	areas	of	road	maintenance	and	building	
permits review.
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Very shortly, the current board will organize a nominating committee and the hunt will be on for interested 
candidates.  Your community needs candidates with an interest in and an applicable skill set in the 
areas I’ve touched on. 

IMPORTANT:	Don’t	be	put	off	by	the	specific	knowledge	bases	or	skills	I’ve	described	above.		
The	most	important	attribute	a	successful	board	member	can	have	is	a	willingness	to	donate	his	or	her	
time and to work in a cooperative manner with 14 other board members and multiple staff members.
 

Message from the Treasurer
Kevin McGrath

Welcome Spring!  It is always nice to welcome the warmer weather.  I am pleased to report that the 
association	is	in	good	financial	health.		Thank	you	to	all	the	members	who	cooperate	and	make	dues	
payments	on	time	each	year.	 	 It	 is	very	 important	 to	maintain	our	cash	flow.		Collections	are	strong	
and	we	have	very	few	problem	accounts.		Tom	Nanovic	and	I	are	following	up	on	those	accounts.		We	
continue to fully fund the association’s reserve account and we should be in good shape to meet our 
future	capital	needs.		We	are	once	again	working	with	our	long	time	accounting	firm	of	Buckno	Lisiciky	
and	Company	CPAs.	 	They	 are	 assisting	 in	 the	monthly	Bookkeeping	 duties	 and	will	 provide	 both	
support	to	the	association	Treasurer	and	continuity	to	the	association’s	financial	activities

VOLUNTEER	OPPORTUNITIES
I	want	 to	encourage	all	members	of	BCLCA	to	get	 involved	with	 the	association	by	volunteering	 for	
an activity, committee or even consider serving on the board.  We will continue to need more owner 
involvement as board seats open up due to the new term limit requirement.  We are looking for members 
for	the	investment	committee	and	the	Declaration	rewrite	committee	as	well	as	other	opportunities	for	
volunteering.		Please	contact	the	office	to	express	your	interest	and	we	will	be	in	touch!

LAWN	CHEMICALS
As	spring	arrives	many	of	us	will	be	working	outside	and	clearing	up	our	properties.		Please	bear	in	
mind	that	lawn	chemicals	and	weed	killers	all	wind	up	in	our	ground	water,	lake	and	wells.		Please	use	
care	and	follow	all	directions	and	Boating	Commission	requirements.		Let’s	make	sure	we	keep	an	eye	
out	for	each	other	as	we	enjoy	boating	on	our	beautiful	lake.

Editor’s Notes
Elizabeth	Pushaw

Thanks	to	all	who	contributed	articles	to	this	edition	of	the	BCL	Newsletter.		Please	take	some	thoughtful	
time to consider running for the Board or to volunteer to assist in any of the upcoming events.  

Our	maintenance	crew	works	diligently	all	year	long	and	are	to	be	applauded	for	their	consistent	efforts	
to	keep	BCL	the	beautiful	place	it	is.		Give	them	a	friendly	greeting	when	you	see	them	out	and	about!

The	office	welcomes	a	new	staff	member:	Linda	Sott.		More	work	goes	on	in	the	office	than	most	people	
realize	so	both	Pat	and	Barb	are	happy	to	have	Linda	on	their	team.

A	 calendar	 of	 events	 is	 included	 in	 this	 newsletter,	 but	 always	 check	 the	website	 for	 any	 updates/
changes. 

Wishing everyone a fabulous summer!
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Lake and Dam
Gary Benedick

As	this	article	is	being	written,	winter	is	winding	
down.		There	were	a	few	weeks	when	fishermen	
were	 able	 to	 fish	 through	 the	 ice,	 and	 a	 few	
people were able to ice skate.  I received a few 
good	fishing	reports.

The	lake	was	at	pool	level	all	winter.		As	for	the	
spillway, we have not yet received any actual 
items	 from	 Benesch	 (Engineering	 Consultant)	
or the State at this writing, although several 
meetings have been attended with Benesch, who 
also presented a power point presentation at the 
March	board	meeting.	 	A	meeting	 is	scheduled	
for March 27th. to review some of the items that 
need to be discussed before a conference is 
scheduled	with	DEP.

The	beaches	and	boat	dock	area	were	checked	
for soft spots in March and will continue to 
be	 monitored	 in	 April.	 	 Scott	 Christman	 Pa.	
Waterways	 Conservation	 officer	 attended	 the	
February	 board	 meeting	 and	 stressed	 that	
members	must	obey	Pa	Waterways	 laws	even	
though	 our	 lake	 is	 a	 private	 lake.	 	 Please	
familiarize yourself with the laws, as he stated he 
would be stopping by unannounced to enforce 
them from time to time.

POOL 
Neil	Mullen	

Even	 though	 it	doesn’t	 seem	 like	 it	 yet,	Spring	
and Summer will be here before we know it.  

A	railing	has	been	put	in	place	in	the	baby	pool	
and repairs have been done to take care of the 
leaking problem.

Repairs will be addressed and handled on the 
big	pool	when	the	weather	breaks;	arrangements	
have already been made.

Hope	 to	 see	 everyone	 enjoying	 the	 pool	 this	
summer and praying for the weather to cooperate!

Communications/Technology
TJ	McKeon

As	 everyone	 gears	 up	 for	 summer,	 remember	
to	 check	 out	 the	 BCLCA	 website,	 specifically	
our	 Announcements	 section,	 and	 the	 BCL	
Communication	 FB	 page	 for	 the	most	 up	 to	 date	
information	about	our	community	and	events.		The	
board continues to look for ways to enhance the 
services	provided	to	our	members.		The	board	has	
approved	WiFi	access	 to	 the	pool/recreation	area	
at	 our	 pool.	 	The	 service	will	 be	available	 for	 the	
summer 2019 season.

For	 new	 members	 to	 our	 community,	 on	 our	 FB	
page	and	website	at	bclca.org	you	can	find	forms	
for downloading, read past issues of our newsletter 
and	other	things.		With	a	“Members	Only”	account	
you	 can	 access	 financial	 information	 for	 the	
association.  If you are not on our electronic email 
list but would like to be, please send your name, 
BCL	address,	and	email	address	to	bclca.mailer@
gmail.com.  If you are interested in the private Bear 
Creek	 Lakes	 Communication	 page	 click	 “Join”	 to	
request access.

To	 share	 any	 feedback	 on	ways	we	 can	 improve	
the website and communication process, send an 
email	to	bclca.mailer@gmail.com.

Landscaping Committee
Steve Sosnowski

As	 a	 refresher,	 the	 Committee	 is	 responsible	
for overseeing the seasonal landscaping of the 
common areas, namely, the pool area, pavilion, 
Stewart Hall, beaches, boat launch, main entrance 
off of 903, park area by the spillway and a few 
traffic	triangles	throughout	the	development.		If	you	
would like to become a member of the landscape 
committee	please	contact	the	office.
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MAINTENANCE
Bill Gullone

Winter is behind us…our crew is gearing up for the 
summer	season.		They	will	be	busy	with	clean	up	
and	opening	up	 the	pool.	 	Also	on	our	agenda	 is	
updating the north and south beach bathrooms this 
spring.

LADIES LUNCHEONS
Lona	Nelson	

This	 is	 a	 fun	 activity	 and	 a	 good	 way	 to	 get	
acquainted	 with	 other	 Bear	 Creek	 Lakes	 ladies.		
Please	call	Lona	at	570-325-2698	should	you	like	
to	attend	and/or	will	need	a	ride.		We	will	meet	the	
second	THURSDAY	of	each	month	--	check	your	
recreation	schedule	and/or	our	website	for	planned	
dates.  I will notify those of you that have email.  
Sue will continue to arrange for your eating and 
meeting pleasure during the winter months. 

Come	out	and	join	us	this	season!		We	always	look	
forward to meeting new ladies.

Recreation 2019
Madeline Ligenza

Recreation	 is	 teamwork!	 	 Without	 our	 BCCLA	
volunteers	 it	 would	 be	 difficult	 to	 have	 so	 many	
different	 types	 of	 activities.	 	 The	 Spring	 and	
Summer activities start in the middle of Winter to 
formulate and arrange dates.  

The	 children’s	 Halloween	 party	 was	 definitely	
a	 huge	 success.	 	 Sparky	 from	 the	Penn	 Forest	
Fire	Co.	#	1	even	came	to	greet	our	children	and	
gave them the opportunity to look inside a real 
Fire	 Truck.	 	 The	 children	 were	 so	 excited	 and	
squealed their way down the steps from Stewart 
Hall	 to	Sparky	and	 the	 truck.	 	There	were	many	
wonderful volunteers, crafts, treats and games for 
the children.  We even had adults participate in 
costume.

The	walking	program	has	continued	 through	 the	
dreary months with a few cancellations due to 
weather.	 	But,	 the	participants	have	enjoyed	 the	
exercise	and	camaraderie.

There	 were	 events	 at	 Stewart	 Hall	 such	 as	
Karaoke, dance parties, dirty bingo, pre Super 
Bowl	and	a	Super	Bowl	party.	 	These	are	 just	a	
few	of	the	events.		This	year	I	have	added	a	few	
FYI	 events	 and	 depending	 on	 the	 participation,	
will try to go forward with more in the future, such 
as:	 	A	 member	 of	 the	Attorney	 General’s	 office	
regarding	Opiates:	 	What	 do	we	 need	 to	 know.		
And	a	Master	Gardener	Program,	both	which	are	
being held before the publishing of this newsletter.

Sparky and Friends at Halloween Party

Decorating Stewart Hall for Halloween Party



5

Please	check	your	calendar,	the	website	and	if	you	
are	on	Facebook,	our	Bear	Creek	Communications	
page	for	updates	and/or	cancellations.		Thank	you	
to	TJ	for	all	the	updates	on	our	website	and	blasts.		
Thank	 you	Barbara	 (from	 the	office)	 for	 all	 your	
help	creating	the	calendar	of	events.		This	is	why	
I say, Recreation is teamwork!

We are always interested in new activities.  
Pickleball	 was	 started	 last	 year	 and	 we	 now	
have	 an	 official,	 line	 painted	 court.	 	 There	 has	
been a resurgence of activity regarding a tennis 
tournament too.

If anyone is interested in volunteering for the 
fishing	 contest	 next	 year,	 please	 contact	 me.		
Sandy and Gary Benedick have been in charge 
for years and they are retiring after this year.

TGIF
Diana	Bochantin

As	 I	 am	 writing	 this	 article	 for	 the	 newsletter,	 I	
see lots of ice and snow!  I am looking forward to 
warmer	weather	and	T.G.I.F.

In	April	 we	 will	 “Break	 the	 Ice”	 with	 our	 T.G.I.F.	
Spring	Fling.		I’m	sure	it	went	well.		When	the	pool	
opens	 on	Memorial	Day	weekend,	we	will	 have	
our	first	T.G.I.F.		It	will
begin	at	6:00pm	at	the	pavilion	on	Friday	May	24.		
(We	switch	to	5:00pm	inAugust.)	

Each	 Friday	 we	 will	 enjoy	 fellowship	 and	 bocci	
with	 friendly	BCL	people.	 	Remember,	 just	bring	
an appetizer, a salad, an entrée, or dessert to 
share.  Bring your own drinks.  We will provide 
the paper products and cutlery.  We are always 
looking	for	new	faces;	and	it’s	a	great	way	to	meet	
new	neighbors	and	share	food	and	experiences.		
Hope to see you there.

WATER AEROBICS
Elizabeth	Pushaw

Come	 join	 in	 the	 fun	 and	 fabulous	 exercise	 of		
Water	Aerobics	at	the	pool!

We	meet	every	Monday,	Wednesday	and	Friday,	
weather	permitting,	 from	11am-noon,	with	a	BCL	
lifeguard on duty.  You do not need to know how to 
swim to participate. 

Some	 exercises	 require	 “noodles”	 and	 they	 will	
be provided. You may bring your own noodle, of 
course,	and	any	other	water	exercise	equipment	
you may choose to use.

Start date Monday, June 17th.

®
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BEAR CREEK LAKES BOOK CLUB
Leta	Thompson

Our	BCL	Book	Club	is	thriving,	and	new	members	
are	 always	welcome!	 	 If	 you	 enjoy	 reading	 and	
discussing a wide variety of books, then Book 
Club	is	for	you!	We	meet	the	third	Tuesday	of	each	
month from September through June at 10:00 am 
in Stewart Hall.  We read and discuss one book 
each	month.		All	books,	both	fiction	and	nonfiction,	
are selected by group consensus.  We take turns 
facilitating the monthly discussions and bringing 
light refreshments to our meetings.  In addition, 
we	have	a	carry	in	luncheon	in	December,	and	we	
all go out to lunch at a local restaurant in June.
Our	meetings	are	lively	and	we	learn	from	sharing	
and discussing diverse points of view on the 
selections we read.  We value input from everyone.  
Our	 book	 selection	 process	 takes	 place	 in	May	
for	 the	 following	 year.	 	 The	 Dimmick	 Memorial	
Library	in	Jim	Thorpe	supports	us	when	they	can	
by making copies of our selected books available 
to	our	members.	 	Each	year	our	Reading	List	 is	
posted	on	the	BCL	website,	so	check	it	out.		Feel	
free	 to	 join	 us	 at	 any	 time	 throughout	 the	 year.		
If you have any questions, please contact Leta 
Thompson	at	(570)	325-2121	or	at	drletat@gmail.
com.  Hope to see you there!

Children’s Fishing Contest
Sandy Benedick

This	year’s	Children’s	Fishing	Contest	will	be	held	
Sat.	 June	 15,	 beginning	 at	 8:30	 am	 until	 11:00	
am,	 with	 pizza	 to	 follow	 at	 11:15.	 	 Please	 note	
time	adjustments.		Prizes	will	be	awarded	in	each	
age	group	for	the	largest	fish.		Bring	your	fishing	
gear	and	have	some	fun	catching	fish!		Ages	2-15	
included, must have an adult accompanying the 
child/children.	 	 BCL	 badge	 required,	 and	 also	
your	boat,	trailer	and	car	must	have	a	BCL	sticker	
or placard.  Register at the boat dock.

We are looking for someone (or two) to take over 
running	the	fishing	contests.		Please	contact	the	
office	 if	 interested	 or	 let	 one	 of	 us	 know	at	 this	
year’s contests!

Thanks!

ADULT FISHING CONTEST
Sandy Benedick

The	Adult	 Fishing	Contest	will	 be	 held	 on	 June	
15th,	beginning	at	7:30	am.		There	will	not	a	be	
fee	again	this	year,	so	come	on	out	and	enjoy	one	
of	the	first	activities	of	the	season!		The	contest	is	
for Bass only, and as always, is catch, weigh and 
release.	Contest	will	conclude	at	11:30	am.		
The	 children’s	 contest	 will	 also	 be	 held	 on	 this	
date,	 with	 slightly	 different	 times.	 	 Please	 wear	
your	BCL	badge,	and	have	a	BCL	sticker	on	your	
boat (registered to members only) and trailer 
(also registered to members only).  Meet at the 
Boat	Dock.

We are looking for someone (or two) who may 
be	interested	in	running	the	fishing	contests	next	
year, as we are looking to retire from this activity.  
Please	notify	the	office	if	interested.

Thank	You!

SNACK CART NEWS
Linda Kunkel

As	I	sit	here	looking	out	my	window	at	the	newly	
fallen snow, I, like most of you, am looking forward 
to a nice, long, warm summer.  With summer comes 
the opening of our pool along with the start of our 
snack	sales.		Our	snack	cart	and	volunteers	are	a	
daily common sight at the pool.  Last summer, as 
I was sitting at the snack cart, a man came up to 
me and told me, that as he makes his drive up to 
Bear	Creek,	his	girls	say	they	can’t	wait	to	see	the	
“snack	lady.”		As	I’m	sure	you	know,	most	of	our	
buyers are the children and the greatest pleasure 
we	 have	 is	 serving	 those	 happy,	 smiling	 faces;	
some of us even provide education by teaching 
them	 to	 add	 up	 their	 purchases	 and	 figure	 out	
their change.

The	proceeds	we	get	go	to	purchase	items	for	our	
recreational activities.  Last year we purchased 
20 chairs, bean bags, noodles, and various 
recreation	 equipment	 for	 the	 pool;	 sponsored	 a	
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pizza party for the lifeguards, made a donation 
of over $200 for the kids pool day, purchased 
gift	certificates	for	the	golf	cart	and	bike	parade,	
gave	snack	 certificates	 to	 the	 kids	who	entered	
the	 fishing	 contest	 and	 gave	 a	 $75	 monetary	
donation	to	the	Christmas	decorating	contest.		If	
you are interested in helping us out in any way, 
contact	 Linda	 Kunkel	 at	 genie.ljk@verizon.net.		
Each	person	 is	 requested	 to	manage	 the	snack	
cart once or twice a month for at least 2 hours in 
the afternoon.  We are also grateful to our many 
buyers who help by doing the shopping to make 
sure	the	cart	remains	stocked.		Those	of	you	who	
may not realize it, we are a self-sustaining group 
of	volunteers	who	enjoy	helping	 to	give	back	 to	
our community with our purchases and donations 
from the sales to make our community a better 
place.

GOLF TOURNAMENT
Bill Gullone

The	annual	BCL	Golf	Tournament	will	be	held	at	
White	 Birch	 Golf	 Course	 on	 Friday	 June	 28th.		
The	tournament	is	open	to	all	golfers.		Breakfast	
will start at 7:30 am.  We will have a shotgun start.  
Price	 will	 be	 $55/golfer.	 	 Includes	 greens	 fee,	
cart,	breakfast,	and	buffet/refreshments/prizes	at	
Reiley’s	Pub	on	Rte	903.		Registration	form	and	
info	will	be	available	at	the	BCLCA	office	and	at	
bclca.org.	 	Sign	up	at	 the	office	or	Reiley’s	Pub	
by	June	15th.		Any	questions,	contact	Bill	Gullone	
570-325-2191.

Stewart Hall
Steve Sosnowski

The	Hall	continues	to	be	highly	utilized	by	ongoing	
events	such	as	Movie	Night,	The	Quilters,	Book	
Club,	 Dance	 Parties,	 and	 the	Walking	 Program	
to	 name	 a	 few.	 	As	 in	 the	 past,	 this	 has	 been	
augmented by a robust rental schedule.

One	 recurring	 complaint	 about	 the	 Hall	 has	
been poor acoustics.  I am happy to report that 
we are in the process of correcting this problem 
by installing ceiling mounted sound absorbing 
acoustic	 panels.	 	 These	 panels	 are	 designed	
to absorb the sound waves that cause hearing 
difficulties.		Normal	conversation	and	video/audio	
listening should be much improved.

Ladies Bingo
Linda Kunkel

We have had another great winter season of 
ladies	“Dirty	Bingo.”		I	thank	all	the	ladies	who	have	
made this a wonderful event.  I thank everyone 
who baked and brought pastries and snacks to 
share,	Diana	our	bingo	caller	and	her	FYI	group	
for letting us borrow the bingo cards, everyone 
who helped set up the tables and chairs, did 
kitchen duty, and helped to clean up when we were 
done,	 the	board	and	BCL	 for	 letting	us	 run	 this	
event and especially all the ladies who came out 
with their donated prizes and participated in this 
event.	 	For	anyone	who	has	never	experienced	
our	ladies	night	bingo,	you	are	missing	a	fun-filled	
evening,	filled	with	laughter	and	no	regrets.		We	
will	 continued	 this	event	next	winter	on	 the	first	
Friday	 of	 the	 months	 of	 January	 through	April.		
We’d	love	for	you	join	us.
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Bike and Golf Cart Parade
Linda Kunkel

As	I sit here at home on this cold day, I long for 
warmer	days	and	summer	 to	come;	and	with	 it,	
the great summertime events planned for all our 
BCL	residents.	 	One	of	 the	 longest	 running	and	
most looked forward to event each year is the 
annual	4th	of	July	Bicycle	and	Golf	Cart	Parade.		
So get your ideas together, think of new themes, 
and make plans to decorate those bikes and golf 
carts.

The	parade	will	take	place	this	year	on	Sat,	July	
6th.		The	parade	will	start	promptly	at	12:00	noon	
with	 registration	beginning	at	11:00	am.	 	Please	
note	 that	 the	 judging	will	 take	 place	 from	11:00	
till	 11:45,	 so	plan	your	 time	accordingly.	 	Prizes	
will	be	given	for	first,	second,	and	third	place	and	
awarded after the parade.  Badges must be worn.  
The	rain	date	for	the	event	will	be	Sun,	July	7th,	
same times.
As	 of	 last	 year,	 the	 following	 rules	 have	 been	
applied as to the type of conveyances to be 
entered in the parade:

Questions	have	arisen	with	 regards	 to	 the	entry	
of	 various	 other	 conveyances	 in	 BCL’s	 annual	
Golf	Cart	and	Bicycle	Parade.	It	has	been	defined	
that the parade, as stated, is for “golf carts” and 
“bikes.”		Golf	carts	are	defined	as	small	motorized	
vehicles used by golfers and their equipment, 

which	 are	 allowed	 on	 Bear	 Creek	 roads	 as	 a	
pleasure	vehicle.		A	bike	has	wheels	that	are	put	
in motion with pedals by the rider and can be 
either	 a	 bicycle	 or	 tricycle.	 	 Therefore,	wagons,	
carriages, children’s battery operated vehicles, 
and	the	like	will	not	be	considered	bikes.		A	golf	
cart with a trailer or cart of any kind attached will 
be	considered	a	float	and	will	not	be	included	in	
the	judging.		We	will	not	stop	anyone	from	entering	
the parade with these kind of conveyances, but 
pleased	be	advised	that	 they	will	not	be	 judged.		
Until	 it	 can	 be	 deemed	 for	 additions	 of	 other	
divisions	to	the	parade,	it	will	remain	a	“Golf	Cart	
and	Bicycle	Parade.”

Hot dogs for everyone and games for the kids 
will	 follow	 the	 parade.	 	 Anyone	 willing	 to	 help	
with these last two items, should please contact 
Madeline	Ligenza.		mlballet@ptd.net.

Labor Day Worship at BCL
Rev. John Hassler

The	 last	 two	years,	Christ	Lutheran	Church	has	
had the pleasure of leading a Sunday service at 
Bear	Creek	Lakes	on	Labor	Day	Weekend.		Both	
years	 it	 was	 supposed	 to	 be	 Worship	 On	 The	
Beach.  Both years, God had another plan and 
the rain moved us into Stewart Hall.  We have 
had	a	wonderful	turn	out	of	members	of	BCL	and	
members	 of	 Christ	 Lutheran,	 worshipping	 and	
singing	together.		Our	band,	Grace	Notes,	led	us	
through	several	joyful	songs	and	we	were	able	to	
hear God’s word and offer our prayers together.  

Lining Up for Golf Cart Parade

Labor Day Worship in Stewart Hall
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We thank you for this opportunity and are looking 
forward to this year’s service.  Hopefully, we will 
finally	 get	 to	 have	Worship	 On	 The	 Beach,	 but	
even	if	not,	we	will	make	a	joyful	noise	to	the	Lord	
wherever we gather.

Peace,
Rev. John Hassler

BCLCA Office
Barbara	Skiffington

For	 those	 who	 have	 not	 been	 to	 the	 office	
recently,	 there	 is	 a	 new	 face.	 	 Please	welcome	
Linda	Sott	to	our	office	staff.		Linda	is	a	full-time	
resident	here	in	BCL	and	started	working	with	us	
the	end	of	December.		There	are	many	things	that	
are changing so please be patient and respectful 
to	 the	 office	 staff.	 	 Thanks	 in	 advance	 for	 your	
understanding and consideration.

When are badges and placards ready?  You can 
pick	these	up	any	time	the	office	is	open	if	you	are	
a	member	in	good	standing.		To	be	a	member	in	
good standing your account must not have any 
outstanding	 balance.	 	 Avoid	 the	 Memorial	 Day	
weekend rush and plan to pick up your badges 
before	the	summer	season	starts.		A	reminder	that	
you can authorize someone else to pick up your 
badges and placards in writing.

A	reminder	that	the	office	doesn’t	open	until	after	
the	Information	Meeting	on	Saturday	May	25th.
When	sending	any	correspondence	to	BCLCA,	or	
the	Board	of	Directors,	if	it	is	not	signed,	it	will	not	
be	addressed.		You	must	include	your	name,	BCL	
address and phone number.

Beginning	the	end	of	April,	the	office	will	be	open	
4 days a week (our summer hours).  We are open 
Monday,	Wednesday,	Friday	&	Saturday.		Within	
this newsletter, there is a section to cut out with all 
the	office	information.		Please	keep	this	for	your	
records and keep this in a handy place.

The	website	has	very	useful	information	and	can	
answer	 many	 questions	 when	 the	 office	 isn’t	
open.	 	All	 events,	 including	 the	 pool	 hours	 are	
listed	 on	 the	 calendar.	 The	 office	 can	 not	 help	
you with recommendations on contractors but all 
the advertisers in this newsletter are also on our 
website.

OBITUARIES

GUARDIOLA	-	Harry	Guardiola,	91,	of	Bear	Creek	
Lakes,	 Jim	 Thorpe,	 passed	 away	 on	 Thursday,	
Oct.	 18,	 in	 the	 St.	 Luke’s	 Miners	 Memorial	
Hospital,	 Coaldale.	 	 He	 was	 a	 dedicated	 and	
loving	husband	of	Bernice	 (Honey)	Dolores	 von	
Oiste,	who	passed	away	on	May	14,	2013.		They	
shared	63	years	of	marriage.

HICKS	-	Thomas	J.	Hicks	III	of	BCL,	Jim	Thorpe,	
passed	away	at	Lehigh	Valley	Hospital	on	Feb.26,	
2019.		He	was	62.		Born	in	Harlington,	TX,	he	was	
the	son	of	the	late	Thomas	J.	Hicks	Jr.	and	Nancy	
E.	 Hicks.	 	A	 graduate	 of	 Roxborough	H.	 S.,	 he	
was on on the Varsity Baseball and Soccer teams 
and was also on the swim team.  He earned a full 
soccer scholarship to college.

He	was	a	PIAA	Baseball	and	Softball	umpire	for	
22 years.  His love of the outdoors included skiing, 
playing	bocci	and	fishing.		He	enjoyed	lending	a	
helping hand to neighbors and cooking hot dogs 
at	many	BCL	events.		He	attended	St.	Marks	&	St.	
Johns	Episcopal	Church	in	Jim	Thorpe.

KEARNEY	 -	Donald	P.	 Kearney	 of	 Jim	Thorpe/
Bensalem	 passed	 away	 peacefully	 on	 Friday,	
Feb.	22,	2019.	He	was	 the	beloved	husband	of	
Carole	(Klinger)	Kearney.

SPITZER	-	Barbara	August	Mrs.	Barbara	August	
Spitzer,	 82,	 of	 Jim	 Thorpe,	 Pa.,	 passed	 away	
Wednesday	 evening	April	 3rd	 in	 Lehighton,	 Pa.		
She	was	the	wife	of	the	late	Arthur	A.J	Spitzer.
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BCL Donations went to Valor in Jonas

Moonlit Cruise on the Lake
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Dave Miller (570) 325-2649
Owner Fax (570) 325-9210

www.milanprinting.com
Email: milanptg@verizon.net

For all your Business, Commercial
and Personal Printing Needs.

Quality Printing at Reasonable Prices

Milan Printing
1012 North Street • Jim Thorpe, PA 18229

Cake at BCL Barbecue
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( ) FOURSOME

( ) 3 OR LESS Total $ _______________Enclosed

1)

Tel#

E-mail: MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:

2)

3)

4)

BCLCA                                                                              

(Bear Creek Lakes Civic Assoc.)            

57 POOL DRIVE                                        

JIM THORPE, PA 18229

Checks WILL NOT be accepted        

after June 15, 2019

PAYMENT MUST BE MADE AT 

THE OFFICE BY JUNE 15TH

SHOTGUN STARTS AT 9 AM

SCRAMBLE

ADDITIONAL INFO.  CALL:

BILL GULLONE  570-325-2191 OR LAWNS1550@GMAIL.COM

(cut along line)

REGISTRATION FORM

LUNCH & REFRESHMENTS

BCLCA ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT FRIDAY, JUNE 28, 2019
WHITE BIRCH GOLF COURSE

BARNESVILLE, PA.
COST:  $55.00 PER PERSON INCLUDES GREEN FEES, CART, PRIZES

BREAKFAST BEGINNING AT 7:30 AM
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Sat May 4 Kentucky Derby  - 4:30PM  Stewart Hall - Contact #t 610-246-9454
Sun May 5 Opiates & Prescription Drugs Discussion  - 1PM  Stewart Hall
Sat May 11 Master Gardener Program  - 1 PM - Stewart Hall
Sat May 18 Paint & Sip  - 2-5PM - Stewart Hall - Contact Lisa Ivan @ 484-464-7155
Sat May 25 Pool opens for season  - 11AM-7PM Sat., Sun., Mon
Sat May 25 General Meeting  - Penn Forest Fire House No.1, Rt. 903, 10AM. 
Sat May 25 Hot Dogs & Flea Market  in picnic area behind the pool after the General Meeting. Please provide 

your own tables for flea market and craft sales.
Sat May 25 Horseshoes & Bocce Ball  - Sat. & Sun. 1 PM - the Bocce Ball Court
Sat May 25 Arts and Craft Show & Sale  - 10AM-3PM - Stewart Hall
Sun May 26 Church Services on South Beach .  10:30AM Bring chairs.
Sun May 26 Sand Castle Contest  1PM - North Beach
Sun May 26 Kickoff to Summer Beach Party with DJ Johnny D  - 6-10PM - All Ages
Mon May 27 5K Race for Arthritis Foundation - Registration 8:30AM - Stewart Hall.  Contact Dylan 610-349-

8614 - More details @BCLCA.org

Sat June 1 Pool opens weekends  - 11AM-7PM 
Mon June 10 Pool opens full time  -  12-7 Mon thru Thurs, 12-8 Fri., 11-8 Sat., 11-7P Sun
Sat June 15 Fishing Tournament-Adults (16 and over) and kids (must be accompanied by an adult) 7-11AM 

for adults and 7:30-10:30AM for kids.  Food and prizes afterwards.
Sun June 16 Rain date for Fishing Tournament
Mon June 17 Water Aerobics - Mon,Wed,Fri-11 AM, weather permitting starting June 17
Tue June 18 Lap Swim  - 11AM-12PM - Tues & Thurs - Laps only in shallow section. Diving well closed.
Sat June 22 Progressive Yard Sale - 9AM - 3PM - Look on bulletin boards and website for further information. 

Call Lisa Ivan to SIGN UP @ 484-464-7155
Sat June 22 Tennis Round Robbin  3PM - Contact  George Moosburner at moosburner@gmail.com
Fri June 28 BCL Annual Golf Tournament  - $55.00/person, White Birch GC, Breakfast 7:30AM, Shotgun start 

9AM, Contact Bill Gullone 570-325-2191 or LAWNS1550@GMAIL.COM

Thu July 4  INDEPENDENCE DAY
Fri July 5 Ice Cream Night  - 6 PM @ the pool
Fri July 5 Patriotic Pool Party with DJ 6-10PM open to all ages
Sat July 6 Golf Cart & Bike Parade - Registration 11-12 noon, games and food after the parade. Check 

bulletin boards & website for more details.
Sat July 6 4th of July Weekend Pool hours :  Thurs July 4th 11AM-9PM; Fri July 5th 11AM-10PM (pool party-

see above); Sat July 6th 11AM-9PM; Normal hours on Sunday
Sat July 13 Children's Scavenger Hunt  1PM @ Pavilion 
Sat July 13 Children's Triathlon   11AM @ Pavilion  
Fri July 19 Teen Night - 7 - 10PM @ Pool  - Call Denise Evans 386-405-6266
Sat July 20 Pool Day (Children/Parents Required)  Open to all children from BCLCA under the age of 18 

years old. Diapers prohibited in the main swimming pool Registration: 11:30AM-12PM - Pool closed 
to all others after registration. Games: 12-3PM. Children must be accompanied by a parent or 
guardian for the entire time. Main swimming pool and baby pool closed to ALL other guests until 
4PM

Sat July 20 Pool will open to all members from 4-8PM

EVENTS FOR 2019 
(Information for the following events will be posted on the bulletin boards and www.BCLCA.org)

JULY

JUNE

MAY
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Sat July 27 Pig Roast  - 5PM. Further details will be posted on the bulletin boards & website.
Sat July 27 Bon Fire on North Beach  6-10PM.  Looking for volunteers

Sat Aug 3 Music Night  6-10PM @ the Pavilion. Free admin w/Badge. Enjoy a night of music.  This is a BYOB 
event. 

Fri Aug 16 Moonlit cruise on lake (weather permitting)  meet at boat dock at 7PM - Look on bulletin boards 
and website for further information. 

Sat Aug 24 Chicken Dinner   5PM -  Further details will be posted on the bulletin boards & website.
Sat Aug 31 General Meeting  - 10AM Penn Forest Fire House #1, Rt. 903. BOD Elections

Sun Sept 1 Church Services on South Beach  - 10AM Bring chairs.
Sun Sept 1 BCL Annual 5KRun/3K walk   Registration 8:30AM.  Run at 9AM at Stewart Hall
Mon Sept 2 Pool closed for season at 7PM
Sat Sept 14 Movie Night  - 7PM Stewart Hall, Free popcorn & soda, check website for details
Tue Sept 17 Book Club Starts  - 10 AM Stewart Hall. Call Leta at 570-325-2121 for information

Special Note:

Please check website on regular basis for informaiton on various other activities

WWW.BCLCA.ORG

Water Aerobics  - Mon, Wed, Fri - 11 AM - weather permitting starting June 17th
Lap Swim  - 11am-12pm - Every Tues & Thurs - Laps only in shallow section - Diving well closed - No water 
aerobics, free swim, or baby pool use. starting June 18th

Quilters - meets every Monday @ 2:30 in Stewart Hall. If interested, show up and join the group.

Ladies Luncheon  - Second Thursday every month, Call Lona Nelson 570-325-2698 lona7@msn.com

Movie night  - Second Saturday each month (except June, July, August) - Check our Facebook and website 
for movie details
Book Club - meets 3rd Tuesday of the month from Sept until June - 10AM in Stewart Hall - Book selections 
are posted in library and the website. Call Leta for information 570-325-2121

SEPTEMBER

AUGUST

TGIF - Fridays - @ the Pavilion starting June 7 @ 6PM - Bring a dish to share along with your own drinks - 
All are welcome
Pickle Ball  - Pickleball will be every Saturday morning 9AM, beginning Apr.6th, at the tennis courts
Horseshoes & Bocce Ball - Every Sat & Sun 1 PM, weather permitting, at Bocce ball court
Ladies Bocce - 2 PM every Tues & Thurs - Just show up starting in June 



15

                                                    

                                                    

1550 State Route 903     570-325-2191 

2 miles North on Route 903 

34 years serving BCL & the Poconos 

Professional Landscape & Design 

Lawn Maintenance 

Landscape Supply Yard 

WE DELIVER - BULK MATERIALS 

Stone-Mulch-Topsoil-Trees-Shrubs 

                          

          
“anything to do with your home” 

Tile-Hardwood-Baths-Kitchens 

Decks & Patios 

570-325-2191                Bill Gullone  
                

 Authorized Hewitt Dock Dealer                   BCL Resident                         
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MARY ENCK REALTY, INC. 
2777 State Route 903, P.O. Box 11, Albrightsville, PA 18210 

570-722-8000 
Providing the Bear Creek Lake community with QUALITY Real Estate services since 1991 

 THINKING ABOUT 
SELLING? 

Spring is FINALLY here!  
Now is the time to call for a  
FREE MARKET ANALYSIS! -MEET THE TEAM- 

Mary Enck, Owner, Broker, GRI 
Patricia Burke, Associate Broker  

Edward Staloski, Associate Broker 
Stacey Natale, Realtor, Rental Coordinator 

John Klaiber, Realtor  
Ken Boltman, Realtor 

Mariah Tonelis, Realtor 
Patti Hackl, Transaction Coordinator 

277 Mountain View Drive 
$199,900 

340 Mtn. View Drive 

44 Pool Drive 

16 Recreation Court 

518 Bear Creek Lake Drive 

40 Indian Trail Drive 

214 Piney Woods Drive 
$145,900 

“From beginning to end, the Mary Enck team 
was wonderful! Their professionalism, effort 

and knowledge made the experience of selling 
our home easy and pleasant. Highly recom-
mend this team to anyone thinking of buying 

or selling their home.” -Szyms 
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Web: www.MichaelCataldoBuilders.com 

	
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Chris	Moscaritolo-	Owner	
610-248-8897	
bearcreekcustomcarts@gmail.com	

	

 
 
 
 
 
 

Bear Creek Custom 
Carts 
255 Behrens Road 
Jim Thorpe, Pa 18229 

Used	Golf	Carts	Bought	and	Sold,	Golf	cart	service	and	repairs	
Specializing	in	custom	golf	carts	and	cart	modifications.	
	
	
Sports	Team	Themes	
College	Themes	
Race	Car	Team	Themes	
	
“YOU	DREAM	IT,	
																					WE	DO	IT”	

																														
 

ü Wheels	and	tires	
ü Windshields	
ü Lights	
ü Lift	Kits	
ü Custom	Seat	Covers	
ü Custom	Paint	
ü Radios	
ü Performance	Upgrades	
ü Batteries		
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PA Contractor 2948

libertyhomesPA.com
Route 940 in Pocono Lake

Built for liFE
AGiNG iN PlACE

CREATE EASY ACCESS SPACE FOR 
COMFORT & CONVENIENCE THRU THE YEARS

ENERGY EFFiCiENCY
BUILD IT TIGHT & SAVE ON UTILITY COSTS 

NOW & IN THE FUTURE

custom builders

WANT MORE BETTER BUILDING TIPS
FOLLOW US 

Your Home, Your Life, Choose Liberty.

Often copied but never duplicated... let us show you why. 

Thank you for making us The Builder of Choice for new construction and remodeling.

PA Contractor 2948

866-4-YOUR-HOME  
www.libertyhomesPA.com  
Rt. 940, Pocono Lake

Since 1978
CERTIFIED

AGING-IN-PLACE

Your Home, Your Life, Choose Liberty.

Often copied but never duplicated... let us show you why. 

Thank you for making us The Builder of Choice for new construction and remodeling.

PA Contractor 2948

866-4-YOUR-HOME  
www.libertyhomesPA.com  
Rt. 940, Pocono Lake

Since 1978
CERTIFIED

AGING-IN-PLACE

Your Home, Your Life, Choose Liberty.

Often copied but never duplicated... let us show you why. 

Thank you for making us The Builder of Choice for new construction and remodeling.

PA Contractor 2948

866-4-YOUR-HOME  
www.libertyhomesPA.com  
Rt. 940, Pocono Lake

Since 1978
CERTIFIED

AGING-IN-PLACE

Your Home, Your Life, Choose Liberty.

Often copied but never duplicated... let us show you why. 

Thank you for making us The Builder of Choice for new construction and remodeling.

PA Contractor 2948

866-4-YOUR-HOME  
www.libertyhomesPA.com  
Rt. 940, Pocono Lake

Since 1978
CERTIFIED

AGING-IN-PLACE
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STEVE'S   CARPET   SERVICE  

LARGEST IN STOCK WAREHOUSE IN THE POCONO’S 

VISIT US AT OUR SHOWROOM 

 ROUTE 209      GILBERT 

CARPET*CERAMIC*LAMINATE*VINYL*HARDWOOD*CORE-TEC                  

CORE TEC DEALER ~ remnants ~ bound area rugs  

outdoor carpet ~ stair treds ~ runners  

              SALES & INSTALLATION                  

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE 

6 1 0-6 8 1-5 7 6 3 
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Free Estimates • Quick Call Back • Fully Insured

Generators • New Construction •Remodeling
Trouble Shooting • Code Violations 

Surge Protection
Security Lighting • Security Cameras 

Panel Upgrades and Repair
And So Much More

Other Services Available for All Your Household Needs

BCL Member Discounts
Serving Jim Thorpe and Surrounding Areas

Owner

Operated BCL Resident

17th ANNIVERSARY 

LIVE INDOOR FLUTTERARIUM &  

EXOTIC FROG ROOM 

 PUBLIC SEASON STARTS JUNE 10th 

 HANDS ON FUN for EVERYONE  

 UNIQUE MONARCH GIFT SHOP 

 Grandparent’s Day each Friday  

 C.C.E.E.C Live Shows on site 

 HATCHING KITS 

 SCOUT BADGE PROGRAMS 

 BIRTHDAY PARTY PACKAGES 

Visit us on the web for hours and information 

www.bearmountainbutterflies.com  or  
call 570 325 4848 

RT. 903 at CHURCH ROAD 

SPECIAL EVENT 
to benefit Family Promise of CC 

May 25th, 26th, 27th 
11:00-5:00 

FAMILY FUN 
Door prizes,  lunch Sat. & Sun. 

Milkweed Plants & Seeds, Special Exhibits
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Get fast service on repairs 
If you are facing a system that needs repairs or 

has backed up, Barbosa Sewer & Drain will make 
sure you aren’t waiting days for repairs. 

 Blocked lines 
 High pressure jetting 
 Video inspections 
 Sewer line repairs 
 Septic tanks and alarms 
 System installations and upgraded 

877-881-6264 

Get a FREE general system evaluation 
877-881-6264 

 L & B Property Management 

484-336-0268          LMSPRODUCT@aol.com 

 
 
 

 
We do it all! 

Do you need someone to 
help you prepare your 
home for sale or rent?  

Do you need someone to 
care for your property 
while you are away? 

 

Services include:  
Repairing and maintaining your property while you are away 
Checking on your property periodically  
Home staging and cleaning to prep your home for sale 

Bear Creek Lake Residents 
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Penn Forest Garage
Complete Automotive Repair and Diagnostic

Dan Walker
Owner

40 Bowman Rd.
Jim Thorpe, PA 18229

Office: 570-325-2925
Fax: 570-325-2999

pennforestgarage@yahoo.com

Specializing in:
• Accounting And Auditing
• Tax Planning And Compliance
• Retirement And Estate Planning
• Business Valuations
• Management Advisory

inSight. OppOrtunity. Strategy.

Allentown 610.821.8580
Bethlehem 610.691.0113

Lehighton   610.377.6960
New Jersey  973.984.0100

Dependable  *  Professional  *  Experienced 

Quality Interior & Exterior Work 

Painting, Tile, Carpentry, Trim, Seasonal Services & More 

Deck Cleaning, Staining & Repair 

The Quilted Crow 
The shop where friendships grow. 

 
413 Delaware Ave., Palmerton, PA 18071 

 

610-900-4700 
 

www.The-QuiltedCrow.com 

qcrow@ptd.net Quilt Fabric 

& Supplies 

Hours: M-F 10am to 6pm; Sat. 10am to 4pm; Sun. Closed 
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Sales & Service
• water pumps
• tanks
• treatment

1262 Municipal Rd.
Lehighton, PA 18235

570-386-5293
www.haymanwater.com

Prompt Service •35 years experience




