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Definition: For purposes of tonight’s forum only 
and to provide a manageable scope, we are 
defining “gun violence” only as suicide or 
homicide with the use of a gun.



Sources of Statistics

• Small Arms Survey

• Center for Disease Control (CDC)
• NCHS, National Vital Statistics System, Mortality

• Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)

• World Health Organization (WHO)

• Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS)

• Australian Institute of Criminology
Disclaimer: We looked for the best sources of 
information and shared the information with 
each panelist.  The intent is to present the best, 
unbiased statistics available regarding gun 
violence.

Sources of Statistics



How America Compares

Source: https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-41488081



Civilian Gun Ownership

Sources: http://www.smallarmssurvey.org/fileadmin/docs/H-Research_Notes/SAS-Research-Note-9.pdf,
http://www.pewsocialtrends.org/2017/06/22/americas-complex-relationship-with-guns/

• Americans own 48% of the estimated 
650M civilian-owned guns worldwide.

• Americans own more guns per capita 
than any other country.  

• About 4 in 10 U.S. adults say they live 
in a gun-owning household.



American Statistics v World

Source: https://www.cnn.com/2017/10/03/americas/us-gun-statistics/index.html

• Gun-related suicides in the 
US are higher than other 
high-income countries. 

• Gun-related homicides are 
higher in the US than in 
other high-income 
countries. 

Gun-Related Deaths in High-Income Countries



World Suicide Rates by all Means

Source: http://www.who.int/mental_health/prevention/suicide/suicideprevent/en/

American suicide rate by all 
means, per the World Health 
Organization, is similar to other 
developed nations.



Selected Countries Homicide Rates

Source: https://www.economist.com/graphic-detail/2015/08/10/to-keep-and-bear-arms

Homicide rates, by 
gun and by other 
means, are higher in 
the US than in other 
selected high-
income countries. 



Homicide Rates in Selected Western Countries

Sources: https://www.businessinsider.com/us-vs-western-homicide-rates-2014-11; 
https://datasets.socialhistory.org/dataset.xhtml?persistentId=hdl:10622/FMI6L9



Homicide Rates by Country or Territory
Rate per 100k residents per year

Source: https://www.unodc.org/gsh/



American Statistics

Source: http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2015/10/21/gun-homicides-steady-after-decline-in-90s-suicide-rate-edges-up/

Declining Gun Violence in America



Concentration of Gun Violence in US
Total from 2004-2010

Source: https://projects.oregonlive.com/ucc-shooting/gun-deaths

Based on data from the CDC, the map 
shows the average number of US gun 
deaths per 100k county residents from 
2004 through 2010. 

– Red is for counties with rates above the 
median for all counties;

– Blue is for counties with rates below 
median;

– Gray indicates counties for which the 
CDC did not release data because the 
numbers were small.



Homicides in US Major Cities

Source: https://www.economist.com/graphic-detail/2017/02/07/murder-rates-in-50-american-cities

• The interactive chart shows that the 50 
cities fall into four categories. 

• In each category the level and 
trajectory of murder rates differ: 

1. they are low and stable in 13 cities 
(among them New York and Los 
Angeles);

2. in 15 they are low but increasing 
(Houston and Las Vegas); 

3. in 9 they are high but stable 
(Philadelphia and Detroit); 

4. and in 13 they are high and rising 
(Chicago and Indianapolis).



Gun Deaths in America 2015

Source: https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/nvsr/nvsr66/nvsr66_06.pdf

61%
36%



*US Homicide Data by Weapon Type

Source: https://ucr.fbi.gov/crime-in-the-u.s/2016/crime-in-the-u.s.-2016/tables/expanded-homicide-data-table-4.xls

• An average of 70% of all 
homicides are committed with a 
firearm

• An average of 68% of firearm 
homicides are committed with a 
handgun

• An average of 24% of firearm 
homicides do not have a type of 
firearm stated

*Not all homicides have expanded data available

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Average
Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
Total Firearms 69% 69% 68% 71% 73% 70%
Handguns 72% 68% 68% 67% 65% 68%
Not stated 20% 23% 24% 26% 28% 24%



*US Multiple Victim Shootings in 2014

Sources: https://ucr.fbi.gov/crime-in-the-u.s/2014/crime-in-the-u.s.-2014/tables/expanded-homicide-
data/expanded_homicide_data_table_4_murder_by_victim_offender_situations_2014.xls

• 90.6% of all homicides are single 
victim situations. 

• 9.4% are multiple victim 
situations. 

• “Multiple” is defined as 2 or more 
victims, which is not the same 
definition as mass shootings 
(currently defined as 3+ victims).

*Not all homicides have expanded data available



US Active Shooter Incidents 
Total From 2000-2013

Source: https://www.cnn.com/2015/12/04/us/gun-violence-graphics/index.html

The FBI studied 160 specific types 
of active-shooter incidents 
between 2000 and 2013. Active 
shooting incidents are defined by 
federal agencies as "an individual 
actively engaged in killing or 
attempting to kill people in a 
confined and populated area."
(This is different from mass 
killings, which are episodes where 
three or more people are killed; 
while many active shooting 
incidents wind up being mass 
killings, more than half of the 
episodes in the FBI study did not 
meet that definition.)



History of Mass Shootings in US

Source: https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2012/12/mass-shootings-mother-jones-full-data/

In January 2013, a 
mandate for federal 
investigation of mass 
shootings, authorized by 
President Barack Obama, 
lowered the previous 4 victim 
baseline to 3 or more victims 
killed (excluding armed 
robbery or gang violence).



Mass Shootings as Percent of Total Gun Deaths
Total from 2001-2013

Sources: https://www.cnn.com/2015/12/04/us/gun-violence-graphics/index.html; 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1b9o6uDO18sLxBqPwl_Gh9bnhW-ev_dABH83M5Vb5L8o/edit#gid=0

Mass Shootings (298) 
0.075% of total deaths

Mass Shootings (298) 
0.075% of total deaths



Gun Legislation Research

Sources: https://www.cnn.com/2015/12/04/us/gun-violence-graphics/index.html; 
http://www.csg.org/pubs/capitolideas/2013_may_june/gunlegislation.aspx

Total U.S homicide 
rate peaked in 
1980 and has been 
on the decline 
since, with the 
sharpest decline 
starting in 1993.

1968 1986 1990 1994 2004



Gun Legislation Research: Correlation v Causation

RAND Gun Policy in America: We reviewed thousands of studies to identify all available evidence for the effects of 13 gun policies on eight 
outcomes. After excluding studies that did not meet our criteria for establishing a law's effects, we found little persuasive evidence for the effects of 
most policies on most outcomes.
https://www.rand.org/research/gun-policy.html

JAMA Network Firearm Legislation and Firearm-Related Fatalities in the United States:
In conclusion, we found an association between the legislative strength of a state's firearm laws—as measured by a higher number of laws—and a 
lower rate of firearm fatalities. The association was significant for firearm fatalities overall and for firearm suicide and firearm homicide deaths, 
individually. As our study could not determine a cause-and-effect relationship, further studies are necessary to define the nature of this association.
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/fullarticle/1661390

Center for Disease Control: First Reports Evaluating the Effectiveness of Strategies for Preventing Violence: Firearms Laws Findings from 
the Task Force on Community Preventive Services 2003:
In summary, the Task Force found insufficient evidence to determine the effectiveness of any of the firearms laws reviewed for preventing violence.
The Task Force's review of firearms laws found insufficient evidence to determine whether the laws reviewed reduce (or increase) specific violent 
outcomes (Table). Much existing research suffers from problems with data, analytic methods, or both.
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/rr5214a2.htm

JAMA Network Association Between Gun Law Reforms and Intentional Firearm Deaths in Australia, 1979-2013:  Following the enactment of 
gun law reforms in Australia in 1996, there were no mass firearm killings through May 2016. There was a more rapid decline in firearm deaths between 
1997 and 2013 compared with before 1997, but also a decline in total non-firearm suicide and homicide deaths of a greater magnitude. Because of 
this, it is not possible to determine whether the change in firearm deaths can be attributed to the gun law reforms.
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2530362



Australian Mandatory Gun Buyback 
Program



Australian Gun-related Deaths 1980-2016

Source: https://indaily.com.au/news/sponsored-content/2017/11/10/fact-check-government-gun-buybacks-reduce-number-
gun-deaths-australia/

• In the 15 years prior to the first gun 
buyback in 1996, there had been 
13 mass shootings in Australia. 

• In the 21 years since the first gun 
buyback program, there has not 
been a mass shooting in the 
country.  



Australian Suicide Rates 1980-2016

Source: https://indaily.com.au/news/sponsored-content/2017/11/10/fact-check-government-gun-buybacks-reduce-number-
gun-deaths-australia/



Australian Homicide Rates 1980-2016

Sources: https://indaily.com.au/news/sponsored-content/2017/11/10/fact-check-government-gun-buybacks-reduce-
number-gun-deaths-australia/; https://aic.gov.au/publications/tandi/tandi361

The majority of firearms used to 
commit homicide in Australia 
since 1989/90 were held 
unlawfully at the time.



Conclusion

Thank you!
Visit the League of Women Voters’ website 

for a copy of this presentation.
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