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Planning and Zoning Meeting                                                                                                                                                             

July 10, 2018 

Attendee list: Sandra Smith, Patricia Arvidson, Jamie Calkins, Michael Kolody, and Steve Danskine . 

The June 4, 2018 minutes were approved, and the meeting was called to order.  The public was asked 

whether they wanted to put anything on the agenda.  There was no response.  

 

New Business: 

1. Review Variance Application V-7-18, 106 Donlon Drive, a 10’ buffer variance request from the 

minimum required 25’ wetland buffer to allow a 15’ wetland buffer. There was a presentation by 

the owner and his representative to allow this to happen so that a large house could be built. 

 Discussion followed about the size of a “large” house.  Adhering to the current 25-foot buffer 

requirement, a 3300 sq ft single story or 6,600 two-story house can be built.  The owner wants to 

build a house larger than 6,600 sq feet.  Only 9 of the 15 houses in the area have a 25-foot setback, 6 

do not.  It was pointed out that those 6 houses were built before the wetland ordinance was in place.   

A 10-page letter in favor of the variance was given to the Board at the meeting.  Two citizens 

addressed the Board in opposition to the variance request.    

 

The motion for the 10’ buffer variance request was denied unanimously. 

 

2. Special exception application – SE-2-18; 1650 Live Oak St, request approval to allow a new 

6,107 sq. ft preschool building on existing St. Paul Episcopal Church site. This request is to 

allow the church to expand the capacity for preschool from the existing 63 students to 80 students. 

 There were two main discussion points: 

• Parking – Since each parent needs to come in and sign his/her child in and out, there needs to 

be adequate parking to handle drop-off and pick-up.  There will be one space for every 20 

children, and one space for every two employees.  This along with the church parking should 

be more than enough to handle the parking flow since pick-ups and drop-offs are staggered. 

• Access – There are three access points from Live Oak, Palmetto, and US Hwy 1.  The fire 

marshal had suggested that they use Live Oak and block off the Palmetto entrance 

maintaining it for first responders.  After much discussion, it was agreed that this was 

probably the safest option for the children.                                                                                                              

There was no public discussion at the meeting; however, a letter was written by a citizen protesting 

40 or more students.  Since there are only 17 additional students planned, there was no apparent 

opposition to the request. 

 

The motion for the special exception approval to build a new preschool building was     passed 

unanimously.  

 

3. Prioritization of Planning Development Project. Some background information first: The City 

Commission and Planning and Zoning (P&Z) Board have had two joint meetings over the last two 

years (April of 2016 and May 2018) to review and prioritize specific revisions to current Land 

Development Regulations (LDRs). The Joint Meeting of May 2018 was in direct response to citizen 

comments and the March 2018 meeting of the Coastal Community Resiliency (CCR).  Planning Staff 

compiled a list of specific Land Development Regulations (LDRs) amendments from the discussion 

at both meetings, and it was requested that the Planning and Zoning Board help prioritize the list in 

July.    
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Amye King asked the Board members to pick what they thought were the top five priorities for the 

city from that list of seven that follows:  

➢ Density Calculations (use of wetlands) 

➢ Parking Requirements for Restaurants, Night Clubs, and Taverns  

➢ City Wide Landscaping Regulations, including Tree Preservation  

➢ Class II Storm Water Treatment and Guidelines  

➢ PUD Regulation Changes, including Landscape Maintenance, Underground Utilities, 

Minimum Lot Size and Open Space and Mandatory Use of Updated LDR Changes for PUD 

Amendments 

➢ Required Connection to Existing Trail System  

➢ US-1, B-3 Zoning Regulations.  

 

      The group consensuses of the top five for their Planning Development Project were the  

      following: 

• PUD Regulation Changes, including Landscape Maintenance, Underground Utilities, 

Minimum Lot Size and Open Space, Mandatory Use of Updated LDR Changes for PUD 

Amendments 

• US-1, B-3 Zoning Regulations 

• Density Calculations (use of wetlands; water bodies; ROW, etc.) 

• City Wide Landscaping Regulations, including Tree Preservation 

• Required Connection to Existing Trail System 

 

In August, each P&Z member will report on the three issues of most importance to him or her. 

These, along with the top five above, will be entered into  the public record.  

 

Other comments:  

1. There is a workshop on August 19th at 5:00 that will focus on potentially new landscaping 

guidelines.   

2. The September P&Z meeting date will be held September 10, 2018..   


