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A daughter of Holocaust survivors comes
to terms with past for the sake of the future

By Veronigue Mistisen
Sgseciat 1o the Tribge

“Yvery Tharsday at noon, Chivmge psychologist
Mone Welssmark shuts hersell s her home

d Offi0e in Evanston. Th ameng searterad
papers and books, she dials a number i m@am

i an Anglivan wentral England, Siz-
ror Repsate, B, by the telephans pagerly swail
S Wedgoanark's call

The two worsen have never met In person, gnd
uztil last Apridl, had nover been in contact. Yot
witheutthe elderiy nun, iV's Hikely Welsomark and
her Byearold daughten, Brithmy wouldnt axis

B Aprdl 1945, Benate Sechuny, then 30 vears pid,
s her fummily resensd Welssmark's fath Adalt,
snd his chikihood foend Budolf Hlepliss, The paw
had fled the canceteation camp of Lagsnstoin.
Zwieberge and stumbledon G Seebasy’s danrstep
in Bornecke, #1 with typhusand dysentery, covired
Bl and starving

Mere then fifty veors buve possed sines that day
Bt Sister Benate remermbers i vividiy

“F had just come tome fram the front. We saw
e Cutes collupsed in stoef e doue My
mether ealled the dector and e sald “They siv ot
By Dot any xafwxr forget about them.' But
my mother didn't laten,” she sald,

Revate, her sister, Ricarda, and their mother
fed, bathedd and dothed the two young men, snd
warsed thom back 1o health, Hor father Pastor Ju.

fus Seehass, and her four brethers welsemed
e nte the Banily

“AdDH was the same g0 o e He calied our par
snts Mams and Papa”

The Lo yomng e remained pertof the family
for several mwnthy, aosll they coudd mmigrate
America. Ricards, whe had contracted typhis,
probably from them, died the !umre&mg ?smuas;i
and Benate moved to Sngiand » fow yoars later

Adelf Welesmark was able to rebaild Bis R in
Amarica, where he married Stefs Jacubowity, alse
a Holocaust surelvor The couple raised their
dasgghiter, Mona, in Porest Hills, MY Mona Wedss
Rk, now 48, & un associate professor of pavelel-
oy arsd fotesder of the Manafield Tnstizute for So.
clal Justice at Roosevelt University She is known
for hier grounsdbreaking social mgrﬂms that sot
g meotings betweoern chil@ren of Halocaust survie
vurs amd children of Nazis

Hearing the other side

Fhe purgese of belnging two such dlaparate
sides togetier “is not toforget or forgive the pagt
but eremte a new future,” snys Welssnank, wsthor
of "dustiee Matters: Legacies of the Bolocaust and
World Wer 1P {Oxford Undversity Press, 337500,
which chranicles the tateractions betwan the
chitdren of Hulocaust survivors and children of
agis.

e bonk chows oy Batred arsd athnie reent.
el are pashed foom one generation to the next in
the form of stories told abowt the yaferns’ saflveing
12 abeo explores what happens when the children of
viotims and perpetrators put aside the notion they
e the most wggrisved and “hear the other side,”
saye Widssmark. Then the cvelo of hatred might be
slowed, I ot lalted, shesays,

Although Welssmurk had whtnessed and ang
fyzed this gradual willingness o hear the sther
sithe during her research, ¢ wis noly vecently she
wis able to apply thoese prineiples o her own Bife

Axachild, Weisemark bad beard only tirritie sto
Fies abmout her fuonily history Her mother had sur
vived Aushwity concontradion camg, bee father
Dbt and Lagenstein Zwieberge - all other o
bers of both fumilies bud Deen kifled Then, when
sl was sbout 1, ber Buther wid her another stiry
it of “a nive Sermsan poator wiho sava] ry 135
swas Sl iog Seebas Sieter Renale's father
T st et 50 moved b e 1wo oy
e s st i e alfectad her whole life
“Since fhem, 1 treat itfe 04 so faperiant snd poo
chans, baviog seen that tun siebetons condd rogain
thasdy bty wfter receiving not 50 wuch &
bt moceptanne and e

Webnsmark, on the otiar hand, busted the mes
ey uf the Sesbass Samily for more than 0 vears.

"1 oered and Tetittled what Pastor
St aned e Sare. s
ah was
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“Progod in
bags, the surdey
hedped g
Tigiy,
anan
all bad

Giving up perceptions
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Telatee ghititin By Chuadey
Mana Welssmark {above, with daughter, 8¢
ooy, 6 I grateful for Siater Renate (ledt), wiv
halpsd save Welssmark's father {in photad
top) during World War 1.

Bard 4o ghve up the perception that we hav
wronged, This i pot ondy trae in individua
wictims, bat in anybody who has invested be
2 paint of vieweoven in malers when the
been wrong.”

Wiikle writing " Justion Matters,” the meyg
the Sosbase's kinduess resudaved and Weis
reexanined her feelings. After months o
searching—and Internet research by be
Band, Daniel Giocomo-- Wesssmark was ¢
frace Siater Renate to her comvent 1o Derby

Last Aprid, Welssmark sent the nun a oo
Beerk, which i dedicated 1o the Sovbase fan
Oetober the twa wamen talked on the phone
firgt tirse. They haven't stepped since
“i 48 & beautifal gift, a great envichmen)

vi Sister Rernate,
ls Jike conpecting with a longls

¥ el B baanid 10 0%
3 1t me. She
sther's fie

ey s{ Pastor Sevbase o
ily saved more than ber father's Life, thoug
i1 paved his belistand soy belied in the go
ol hurnankind { saved his sesd and mine @

That aftiiude 5 not sueprising, s
Maber professer smerits of %yeés oy
iy at Harvard Usdvsesity "8 b vory wry

saps

uf my daughter bocause it is possed down
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