
Weekly Newsletter ● October 11, 2018 

Weekly Word ● John15:10-12 

WORKERS FOR THE HARVEST: CHURCH WORKER LOAN REPAYMENT GRANTS 
Are you a newly called church worker in the first three years of your first call?  If that’s you and you need 
assistance in paying off your student loan debt, then this is for you.  Funds are available for both commis-
sioned and ordained workers.  To apply or get more information lutheranchurchworkers.org/resources. 
Complete applications are due by October 15, 2018 to church.work@psd-lcms.org. Grant recipients will be 
notified in November.  

REGION MISSION COUNCIL GRANT APPLICATIONS 
Region Mission Council (RMC) Grant Applications are due in October.  If you would like to apply or reapply, 
please contact your RMC Chairman for details.  Region 1 - Rev. Keith Jones; Region - 2 Rev. Robert Den 
Ouden; Region 3 - Rev. Joel Beyer; Region 4 - Rev. Tom Daly.  

HOLIDAY BOUTIQUE & BREAKFAST WITH SANTA 
Seasonal and Holiday shopping with our fabulous local Makers and Direct Sales Reps! Bring your camera 
and take a Photo with Santa! Free admission and only $5 for Breakfast with Santa. Join us at Trinity Luther-
an Church, Whittier on Saturday, November 3 from 8:00 am to noon. Don't miss out on the raffle featuring 
items donated from your favorite vendors. Enjoy breakfast and shop! Free admission. See you there! 

CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY MEN’S CHOIR 
On Sunday, November 4, Christ Lutheran Church, Rancho Palos Verdes will be honored to host the Men’s 
Chorus from Concordia University Irvine. They will join us for worship and provide some of the music. The 
Concordia Men’s Chorus is an energized group of men who love to sing and perform distinctive music for 
men’s voices. For more information call 310-831-0848. 

DR. JOHN WARWICK MONTGOMERY APOLOGETICS SERIES 
Dr. Montgomery will be teaching a six-part course based on his recent book, Always Be Ready: A Primer 
on Defending the Christian Faith at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, Anaheim. The format will be two 45-
minute lectures per night, over three (3) Wednesday nights October 24, 31 and November 7. Each evening 
will run for approximately 2 hours, beginning at 7:00 pm.  RSVP to the church at 714-774-0993. This is a 
free event and all are invited.   

https://www.lutheranchurchworkers.org/resources
mailto:church.work@psd-lcms.org


HEALTH MINISTRY CONVOCATIONS 
The Health ministry is happy to announce our third annual health ministry convocations. They will be held 
on Saturday, November 3 in Irvine, and Saturday, November 10 in Peoria. All interested parties are invited. 
This year’s agenda includes an update on 2018 district rep meeting, Concordia conference and synod ac-
tivity; select items from Healthy People 2020; lessons from the Blue Zones; and development of a Bible 
study based on elements of Healthy People 2020 and the Blue Zones. Registration form coming soon. 

ONE MINUTE: THE WALK-ON-WATER SYNDROME 
Rev. Ron Rehrer, District Counselor, 949-433-5182  ron@ronrehrer.com    
 

Pastors who are newly ordained and installed want to make a good impression on the congregation. They 
want to avoid the pitfalls and obstacles in ministry. They may be tempted to try to walk on water. Many 
pastors who have been in ministry for some time, find themselves discouraged and are plagued by self-
doubt. They need support but seem unable or unwilling to ask for it. 
 

An early book that addressed these needs was Edward B. Bratsher’s book, The Walk-On-Water Syndrome: 
Dealing with Professional Hazards in the Ministry (Word Publications, 1984).  It was a landmark book at the 
time. Thirty-five years later the issues in ministry have not changed very much for most pastors. While 
Bruce Hartung’s excellent book, Holding Up the Prophet’s Hand: Supporting Church Workers (Concordia 
Publishing, 2011), is a more recent attempt at presenting congregational support for clergy, Bratcher’s 
book is well written and presents other aspects of clergy burnout and discouragement with many sugges-
tions at how to avoid ministerial hazards. 
 

Bratcher was himself an experienced minister and consultant. One reviewer of this book wrote, “he pro-
vides very helpful insight on the range of issues contributing to pastoral discouragement.” He addresses 
spiritual maturity, the call to ministry, stress in the minister’s family, destructive conflict in the congrega-
tion, ministerial incompetence, the types of support the pastor needs (from peers, professionals, congre-
gation, and denomination), and where to get help. 
 

At times Bratcher has a harsh word to say to both clergy and laity as he sees both under-performing in 
their duties and responsibilities. He discusses institutional rigidity and the impact on ministry. He has a 
very clear eye on ministerial life with its struggles and challenges, particularly poignant is his self-revelation 
of his own mistakes and blunders (like Hurting) as he navigated the hazards in his own ministry. 
 

I am sure some of you face problems that leave you discouraged and defeated with great emotional and 
spiritual pain. This book provides wisdom and hope for ministry and ministers under stress. Ministry is 
sometimes very tough, especially for clergy wives. In a survey of ex-pastor’s wives, 52% of them admitted 
they would not go back to the parish. 
  

This book is worth dusting off and reading if you have never read it before. Perhaps you would like to get 
a copy for a new pastor, so he can avoid some of these hazards in ministry. For those seasoned in ministry, 
you may be helpful to fellow brothers as you seek to encourage them in their discouragement. One or 
more of them may be suffering silently and keeping their pain hidden. They need your love, understanding 
and support. Look on eBay or Amazon for copies of the Walk-on-Water Syndrome. It is only a few bucks. It 
will be worth it to someone in the ministry. As the Scriptures say, “Bear one another’s burdens.” 



LATINA LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE AT CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY IRVINE 
Concordia University Irvine (CUI) will be hosting its third annual Latina Leadership Conference on Saturday, 
October 13. Designed to inspire Latina students from local high schools and community colleges--along 
with one parent--the free half-day conference inspires attendees to navigate the road to college.              
Successful first-generation Hispanic professionals will share their journeys, while students can choose from 
breakout sessions featuring Concordia's top majors and how these first-gen role models did college, and 
how today they apply their degrees. A campus tour, lunch, and an Information Fair--that includes CUI    
majors as well as community colleges--wraps up the day. Online registration is required at cui.edu/latinas. 
Space is limited; we regret that we cannot accommodate walk-ins. 

MEN’S BREAKFAST 
Hephatha Lutheran Church, Anaheim is hosting a special Men’s Breakfast that will feature Dr. Kent 
Schlictemeier, professor at Concordia University, speaking on the subject of leadership . The event will 
take place on Saturday, October 13, 8:00 - 9:00 am. To register, please contact the church office at 714-
637-0887 ext. 155. There is a suggested donation of $5.00 per person to help defray the cost of food. 

CREAN LUTHERAN’S FALL CHORAL & INSTRUMENTAL CONCERT 
Crean Lutheran High School presents our Fall Choral & Instrumental Concert on Saturday, October 13, 7:00 
pm at Christ Lutheran Church, Costa Mesa. A free will offering will be taken and a portion of the proceeds 
will go to a local charity of the students' choice. 

DONNE DI CANTO & MEN’S CHORUS FALL CONCERT 
This concert entitled “Journeys” will be held on Saturday, October 20 at 7:30 pm in Concordia University 
Irvine’s CU Center. The choirs explore stories of life and faith journeys through music and text.  

WHAT’S WRONG WITH WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDIES? 
Redeemer Lutheran Church, Huntington Beach invites you to a Breakfast Bible Study on Saturday, October 
13, with breakfast in the Fellowship Hall at 8:30 am followed by the presentation at 9:00 am by Cindy 
Koch.  The study will take a look at a few popular women's Bible studies and compare them to the Word of 
God, using Proverbs as our case study.  We will discover what is missing from most studies and why it 
might be damaging to our faith in Christ.  Cindy is a Southern California resident and pastor’s 
wife who earned her BA from Concordia Irvine and an MA in Exegetical Theology from Concordia St. Lou-
is.  She writes, teaches and speaks on the true Word of God in the context of the family and is a frequent 
blog contributor to TheJaggedWord.com and 1517Legacy.com.  RSVP to the Church office at 714-846-
6330 or churchoffice@redeemer-lutheran.net. 

40-MONTH NOTE AT 4% 
Over the last 40 years, our investors have made it possible for Lutheran Church Extension Fund (LCEF) to 
support the work of tens of thousands of LCMS individuals and ministries through loans and ministry sup-
port services. When you invest with LCEF, you'll join over 60,000 investors who have discovered the joy of 
helping and supporting ministry work. To meet the future loan demand and help support growing ministry 
opportunities, we need to raise an additional $100 million. Which is why we invite you to a special, limited-
time investment opportunity:  our 40-month 40th anniversary note at 4%.  Visit lcef.org/40month or call 
800-843-5233 to learn more. 

http://www.cui.edu/latinas
mailto:churchoffice@redeemer-lutheran.net


WALK TO FIGHT POVERTY 
Hephatha Lutheran Church, Anaheim invites you to join us to assist the hungry, homeless, unemployed, 
elderly, children, and single parents who will benefit from the Orange County Walk-A-Thon proceeds.    
Lutheran Social Services is hosting its annual Walk-A-Thon on Saturday, October 27 at Yorba Regional Park 
in the city of Anaheim. Registration is 8:30 a.m. and the start time is 9:00 a.m. The park is located at 7600 
E. La Palma Avenue, Anaheim. To learn more or to register, please contact Maxine at 714-534-6450. 

NOW IS THE TIME … BECOME A TEACHER 
Step into your calling with confidence. Supply of new teachers is at a 12-year low. Increased demand for K
–12 teachers in California. Start your program in Spring 2019. join us for Concordia University Irvine’s 
Teacher Credential Program Information Night on Thursday, October 25, 6:00 - 8:00 pm at Concordia Uni-
versity Irvine, Grimm Hall Conference Room, 3rd Floor. Find out about the admission process, the pro-
grams, and possibilities for your career. Meet current student teachers and newly employed program 
grads. Learn about financial aid options. Enjoy complimentary appetizers and beverages. Parking is free 
and there is no cost to attend this informative event. RSVP here. We look forward to meeting you! 

500+ CELEBRATION 
Circuit 6, Los Angeles, is pleased to invite you to celebrate the 501st  Anniversary of the Reformation with 
us at St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church in the Historic West Adams District of Los Angeles. This will be a 
2-day event beginning on Saturday, October 20 from 9:00 am - 2:00 pm with a special seminar led by LINC 
Los Angeles titled, "The Re-Formed YOU- Identity, Discipleship and Vocation; Service in Church and Com-
munity." The workshop will focus on our true identity in Christ as we explore the DNA model of disciple-
ship applied to our Church and community, all within the dynamic of Christian vocation. Doors open at 
8:30 am for registration and a continental breakfast and lunch will be served.  Sunday, October 21 from 
3:00 pm - 5:00 pm, we will meet for a joint Worship Service with an inspirational message and wonderful 
music all celebrating the continued reforming work of the Holy Spirit in our lives and communities. This will 
be followed by a delicious meal with entertainment and fellowship. Make a point to meet Dr. Martin Luther 
and his wife Katie and get a "selfie" with them as well.  All is provided free of charge, courtesy of the 
churches in Circuit 6. This promises to be an edifying and enjoyable event for all who choose to partici-
pate. Please join us! For more information or to RSVP, please contact the Rev. Dr. S.T. Williams Jr. at St. 
Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 323-731-8384 or at Pastorwilliamsjrla@gmail.com. 

BERNSTEIN AT 100  
On Friday, October 26 at 7:30 pm in the CU Center, Concordia joins thousands of organizations in the 
world-wide celebration of the 100th birthday of Leonard Bernstein, the composer, conductor, educator, 
musician, cultural ambassador, and humanitarian. Purchase tickets here. 

HOLIDAY BOUTIQUE 
Looking for a unique gift or just like to shop? Then head over to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Orange on 
Saturday, November 3 for their holiday boutique.  There will be over 50 vendors to shop from. Don’t miss 
out on the huge raffle featuring items donated from your favorite vendors. Enjoy lunch as you shop! The 
boutique will be held in the St. Paul’s Church gym. Free admission. 

CONCORDIA’S ANNUAL WOMEN’S BRUNCH AND BOUTIQUE 
Register today for this special event on Saturday, November 3, at the Hilton Orange County/Costa Me-
sa.  The boutique opens at 9:00 am and features crafts, jewelry, Christmas items, home decor, and much 
more, followed by a delicious brunch, fabulous prizes; and speaker Jana Alayra.  All proceeds of this event 
go to the Concordia Fund for student scholarships.  Go to cui.edu/faithandfriendship to purchase your 
ticket. Questions? Grace.Saldana@cui.edu or 949-214-3185. 

https://www.cui.edu/en-us/academicprograms/graduate/ma-educational-administration/index/id/18655
mailto:pastorwilliamsjrla@gmail.com
https://tickets.vendini.com/ticket-software.html?t=tix&e=149276ac1a5feea4ac02d76f80ef8c2b&vqitq=95035f11-14af-42b2-a8d7-9bbd17b14ad0&vqitp=4a797be9-9e94-4332-b986-48975591ad0a&vqitts=1537809743&vqitc=vendini&vqite=itl&vqitrt=Safetynet&vqith=67b1bf8b71cdcc2
http://www.cui.edu/faithandfriendship
mailto:grace.saldana@cui.edu


VOLUNTEER TO DECORATE 
Joy to the World the Lord has Come is the theme of the 
2019 LHM Tournament of Roses Parade Float.  Want to 
help decorate next year’s float? Mark your calendars for 
August and visit the LHM Petal Pushers’ website.      
Everyone 13 and older is WELCOME!  

LWML CRUISE 
Post the National LWML Convention in Mobile, Alabama, the LWML is pleased to offer a cruise on the  
Carnival Fantasy for FUN from June 24- 29, 2019. Well-deserved rest and relaxation with proceeds which 
benefit the mission projects of the LWML.  Would you like to take part in this fun getaway while benefiting 
LWML?  McGehee Cruise & Vacation Inc. will assist with all reservations for the cruise.  Registration is now 
open:  Please follow this secure link for further information and questions. 

COLORING CONTEST 
The Lutheran Hour Ministries Float Committee is sponsoring our 9th annual Coloring Contest. You have 
the permission of the LHMFC to make copies of the coloring page and use it for school, Sunday School or 
individuals. Questions, contact Dick Gast at chairman@petalpushers.org.  Please send and completed    
entries to: Lutheran Hour Float Committee, PO Box 20044, River side, CA 92516. The Coloring Contest is 
open to all students Preschool through 8th grade. Entries must be postmarked by November 1, 2018.  

LUTHERAN HOUR MINISTRIES 
2019 TOURNAMENT OF ROSES PARADE 

OUTREACH BOOTH VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Again this year, Petal Pusher® Outreach Booth volunteers will distribute materials and share the meaning 
of Joy to the World, the Lord is Come! - the title of our 2019 Lutheran Hour Ministries Rose Parade float 
As opportunity presents itself, they will discuss how: this hymn proclaims the greatest of life's melodies; 
in the birth of Jesus prominently portrayed in the center of the float, we meet the Promised One of God; 
the coming of Christ marks the great step of fulfillment leading to His sacrificial death and victorious resur-
rection for our salvation.  It will be possible to do this in areas where: decorating is taking place; floats are 
staged on the morning of the parade; floats are viewed by the public after the parade.  Please go to 
share.petalpushers.org/ and sign up now for the times you’ll be able to serve.  

OUT OF THE DARKNESS … LIGHT! 
Concordia’s Christmas Concerts will be held on Saturday, December 1, 3:00 pm & 7:30 pm, at the Renée & 
Henry Segerstrom Concert Hall. Featuring: Concordia Choir, Concordia Sinfonietta, Concordia Master 
Chorale, Donne di Canto, Men’s Chorus, Concert Handbells, Spirit Bells, Concordia Wind Orchestra.  
With this Christmas season, Concordia celebrates Jesus Christ as the Light of the World, the light no dark-
ness can overcome. True Light dawned on the day of Jesus' birth and even now the glory of God shines 
upon our hearts. Light and life to all He brings! Purchase tickets here. 

https://www.petalpushers.org/
https://form.jotform.com/81724876028969
https://www.petalpushers.org/color.php
mailto:chairman@petalpushers.org
https://share.petalpushers.org/
https://www.scfta.org/events/2018/concordia


Submit Prayer Requests to Kelly DeJongh at 
kelly.dejongh@psd-lcms.org 

Praise Reports 
 

 

Alex Parker, DCE, was commissioned and installed at Concordia Lutheran Church, 
Chula Vista on Sunday, September 9.  

 
 

Maddie Gong, DCE, was commissioned and          
installed at Christ Church Lutheran, Phoenix on   
Sunday, September 23.  

Prayer Requests 
 

Family of Rev. Scott Lawson, who passed away on Wednesday, October 10 from a very aggressive form of 
cancer. Pastor Lawson served congregation in California, most recently having served at Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church, Menifee. Please keep his wife Jenny, and their children Andrew and Mary in your prayers. 
Services are pending.  
 

Family of Donald Stoterau, father of Rev. Dr. Larry Stoterau, who passed away on Thursday, September 27. 
Celebration of the Life and Faith of Don Stoterau, was held on Saturday, October 6 at Mountain View Lu-
theran Church, Apache Junction. The family requests donations to the “MVLC Scholarship Program” and/
or the “Lion’s Club Special Needs Camp”. 
 

Family of Rev. Herbert Gesiler, Sr., who peacefully went to be with the Lord on Wednesday, September 
19t. He was 101 years old.  We thank God for his many years of faithful service as teacher, pastor, veteran, 
husband, and father. He was preceded into glory by his wife, Gladys, in 2014. Please remember his son, 
Dr. Herbert Geisler, Jr., (professor emeritus of music, Concordia University Irvine) and daughter-in-law, Kiu 
Geisler (library staff, CUI), in your prayers.  Plans are underway for a service of thanksgiving for 
the bountiful mercies of God in the life of Rev. Geisler and all believers and the promise of the Resurrec-
tion in Christ.  As a veteran of the Army Air Force in World War II, he will be interred along with his wife 
Gladys (Navy) in the National Cemetery in Riverside at a date to be determined. 
 

Family of John Ahrens, who fell asleep in Jesus early in the morning on Friday, September 7. Please pray 
for the Ahrens and Irmer families to be filled with the peace that passes all understanding at this time. 
 

Family of James Beam, former Mayor of Orange, CA, who passed away on September 18. Jim worked with 
many of our congregations both acquiring and disposing of real property. He and his wife, Margie, were  
married at Immanuel Lutheran Church, Orange.  As a man of faith, he was a devout and a steadfast Luther-
an his entire life. His memorial service was held on Saturday, September 29, 3:30 pm at St. John's Lutheran 
Church, Orange The family requests donations can be made to Concordia University Irvine. 

mailto:kelly.dejongh@psd-lcms.org


Rev. Edward Ambrose – vascular/orthopedic issues 
Jo Ambrose – fighting bone cancer 
Dora Collins - chronic pain due to auto-immune issues 
Rev. Roy Gesch – macular degeneration and dementia 
David Hendry  – suffering from dementia 
Kim Ingwersen - battling ALS 
Rev. Paul Jacobs - recovering from surgery 
Rev. Ray Kibler – immunodeficiency disease and cancer  
Jenny Lawson - fighting cancer 
Rev. Johnny Lopez - fighting cancer 
Rev. Harry Matelski - fighting agent orange diabetes  
Susan Matelski - inoperable deteriorating spine 
Phillip Taylor - fighting cancer 
Rev. Hal Teuscher – fighting cancer 
Rev. Gary Trickey  - fighting cancer 
Karina von Hindenburg - fighting breast cancer 

Subscribe to eNews:  Keep up-to-date on happenings in the Pacific Southwest District as well as resources 
for congregations; installations and ordinations; and prayer requests.                                                            
Send an email to psdenews@psd-lcms.org with the words “subscribe” in the subject line. 
Job Site:  Access information on jobs available in PSD congregations and schools. The Job Site can be         
accessed on the PSD website. Subscribe to bi-weekly email notification by sending an email to 
psdenews@psd-lcms.org noting “Job Site subscription” in the subject line. 
Submit News, Information & Job Postings:  Email psdenews@psd-lcms.org with the ‘who, what, when, 
where, and why’ of the news item or job posting. Items must be received by 2:00 pm Wednesday.   
The Pacific Southwest District will NOT sell, give or otherwise transmit your email address for any reason 
other than its intended purpose. 

Ordinations & Installations 
 

Rev. Collin P. Duling - Will be Installed at Our Savior Lutheran Church, Westchester on Sunday, October 7 
at 3:00 pm with refreshments following the service.  Please RSVP by calling 310-670-7272 or by e-mail at 
oursav@sbcglobal.net. 

Continued Prayers  
We pray for all congregations and schools currently in the calling process. 

mailto:psdenews@psd-lcms.org
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