
Weekly Newsletter ● November 1, 2018 

Weekly Word ● Luke 21:1-3 

HOLIDAY BOUTIQUE 
Looking for a unique gift or just like to shop? Then head over to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Orange on 
Saturday, November 3 for their holiday boutique.  There will be over 50 vendors to shop from. Huge raffle 
featuring items donated from your favorite vendors. Free admission. 

CONCORDIA’S ANNUAL WOMEN’S BRUNCH AND BOUTIQUE 
Register today for this special event on Saturday, November 3, at the Hilton, Costa Mesa.  The boutique 
opens at 9:00 am and features crafts, jewelry, Christmas items, home decor, and much more, followed by a 
delicious brunch, fabulous prizes; and speaker Jana Alayra. Click here to purchase your ticket.  

HOLIDAY BOUTIQUE & BREAKFAST WITH SANTA 
Seasonal and Holiday shopping with our fabulous local Makers and Direct Sales Reps! Bring your camera 
and take a Photo with Santa! Free admission and only $5 for Breakfast with Santa. Join us at Trinity        
Lutheran Church, Whittier on Saturday, November 3 from 8:00 am to noon. See you there! 

CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY MEN’S CHOIR 
On Sunday, November 4, Christ Lutheran Church, Rancho Palos Verdes will be honored to host the Men’s 
Chorus from Concordia University Irvine. They will join us for worship and provide some of the music.       
For more information call 310-831-0848. 

ANNUAL LBT DINNER   
Lutheran Bible Translators (LBT), whose important work of translating Scripture into what were initially un-
written languages, began at Immanuel Lutheran Church, Orange.  They will be holding their annual LBT 
Fall Dinner on Friday, November 9 at Immanuel and on Saturday, November 10 at Red Hill Lutheran 
Church, Tustin from 12:30 to 2:30 pm.  Featured speaker: Jim Laesch, long time LBT Bible translator.  Jim 
will give the attendees a good overview of what LBT has been doing since the work began in 1964.  Call 
LBT at 800-532-4253 and reserve your place at the LBT Dinner at Immanuel or at Red Hill. 

WANTED: CHURCH CHAIRS   
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 
Sun City, CA  is looking for 100 used 
church chairs with either a book 
pocket on the back or a book rack 
underneath.  Please call Ruth at   
951-672-6675 x 201.   

DR. MONTGOMERY APOLOGETICS SERIES   
Dr. John Warwick Montgomery will be teaching a series based on 
his recent book, Always Be Ready: A Primer on Defending the 
Christian Faith at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, Anaheim on 
Wednesday, November 7. The evening will run for approximately 2 
hours, beginning at 7:00 pm. RSVP to the church at 714-774-0993. 
This is a free event and all are invited.    

https://www.cui.edu/faithandfriendship


PASTORDAY 2018 
PastorDay, Friday, November 9 at Concordia is a chance for the university to thank those who serve as  
pastor to our students, as pastors in our community, and as pastors in our LCMS District - actually ALL 
CHURCH LEADERS who would like to spend the day with our students. In addition to celebrating them in 
our chapel service that day, we will also make sure that they eat well and get a PastorDay memento to 
take home. In the spirit of servant leadership we will also offer the pastors in attendance an opportunity to 
serve the students, faculty and staff of Concordia. To register, email Amy Bramson amy.bramson@cui.edu.  

BACH CANTATA & SOUNDS OF CHRISTMAS 
St. John’s Lutheran Church, Orange invites you to join us for our next two concerts, on Sunday, November 
18, Bach Cantata Vesper. Bass Soloist and Orchestra with St. John’s Cathedral Singers performing the 
beautiful cantata, featuring a bass soloist. In December, join us for one of our three performances of The 
Sounds of Christmas, join us on Friday, December 7 at 7:30 pm or on Sunday, December 8 at 2:00 pm and 
5:00 pm. There is no charge, but a freewill offering will be taken. Childcare is available for children under 
age 5. For more information, please call 714-288-4431. 

ONE MINUTE: A GRIEF OBSERVED   
Rev. Ron Rehrer, Counselor for Church Workers, 949-433-5182, ron@ronrehrer.com  
 

 C. S. Lewis was plunged into profound grief and bereavement when his beloved wife, Joy, died 
from cancer.  Her death forced Lewis to re-examine his beliefs about the nature of God and the mystery of 
death. Was God good or was God pernicious?  How could God give Lewis the gift of his wife only to have 
her taken from him after only three years of marriage. 
 In “A Grief Observed” C.S. Lewis struggles with the universal and existential questions raised by 
the death of a loved one.  He kept a journal following Joy’s death where he wrote about his deepest 
thoughts about the meaning of love and life and death. Later, friends urged Lewis to publish his journal in 
order to help others. 
 C. S. Lewis was a professor at Oxford and Cambridge Universities in England who converted from 
atheism to Christianity. His books like “Mere Christianity”, “The Chronicles of Narnia:”, and “The 
Screwtape Letters” became enormously popular across both sides of the Atlantic. 
 He was a brilliant intellectual and one of the most influential Christian writers of the 20th century.  
He was a committed bachelor until late in life when he fell in love with a woman named Joy.  He married 
her while she was in the hospital facing terminal cancer.  She moved into remission and they had three 
years together until the cancer returned. 
 This book begins with Lewis’ experience of God as withdrawing His presence when it is needed the 
most. He uses the analogy of a man who approaches a house only to hear the sounds of locks being bolt-
ed against him.  Lewis writes about his pain. anguish and the emptiness.  Where is God?  What is He do-
ing?  What is the meaning of the cross? What is the nature of reality? 
 If you, or anyone you know have gone through the dying and death of a beloved family member, 
this book is an honest look at how it feels to go through this agony.  It also is an uplifting book as Lewis is 
lead to new insights into the true nature of God and how we can be assured of His love and presence.   
 “Surprised by Joy” was the book Lewis wrote about his early life as he moved from atheism to the-
ism and to Christianity.  Joy was what Lewis experienced throughout life as a sign post pointing to the re-
ality of God and His love. When he met Joy, his wife, he found the great love of his life and by observing 
her death, Lewis was led again to joy and the reassuring love of Christ. 

mailto:amy.bramson@cui.edu


LWML CRUISE 
Post the National LWML Convention in Mobile, Alabama, the LWML is pleased to offer a cruise on the  
Carnival Fantasy for FUN from June 24- 29, 2019. Well-deserved rest and relaxation with proceeds which 
benefit the mission projects of the LWML.  Would you like to take part in this fun getaway while benefiting 
LWML?  McGehee Cruise & Vacation Inc. will assist with all reservations for the cruise.  Registration is now 
open:  Please follow this secure link for further information and questions. 

OUT OF THE DARKNESS … LIGHT! 
Concordia’s Christmas Concerts will be held on Saturday, December 1, 3:00 pm & 7:30 pm, at the Renée & 
Henry Segerstrom Concert Hall. Featuring: Concordia Choir, Concordia Sinfonietta, Concordia Master 
Chorale, Donne di Canto, Men’s Chorus, Concert Handbells, Spirit Bells, Concordia Wind Orchestra.  
With this Christmas season, Concordia celebrates Jesus Christ as the Light of the World, the light no dark-
ness can overcome. True Light dawned on the day of Jesus' birth and even now the glory of God shines 
upon our hearts. Light and life to all He brings! Purchase tickets here. 

40-MONTH NOTE AT 4% 
Over the last 40 years, our investors have made it possible for LCEF to support the work of tens of thou-
sands of LCMS individuals and ministries through loans and ministry support services. When you invest 
with LCEF, you'll join over 60,000 investors who have discovered the joy of helping and supporting minis-
try work. To meet the future loan demand and help support growing ministry opportunities, we need to 
raise an additional $100 million. Which is why we invite you to a special, limited-time investment opportuni-
ty:  our 40-month 40th anniversary note at 4%.  Visit lcef.org/40month or call 800-843-5233 to learn more. 

PRISON MINISTRY:  Captive Souls Mercy for All  
Arthur Stevens, PSD Coordinator for Prison Ministry, aj.stevens@att.net 
 

The LCMS is building a network of all those that are involved or would like to be in prison ministry. Our 
PSD Coordinator is working with the State of California and our District to place men and women that 
have a heart for this kind of ministry in active penal institutions in Southern California. If you are currently 
visiting a state or federal institution or county/ city jails or camps, we would like to know about it. If you 
would like to become involved in this ministry please click here and scroll down to Prison Ministry.  This is 
an excellent opportunity for Deacons, Deaconess, lay people, retired ministers or anyone else that wants 
to share the Gospel with men and women that are hungry for the Word.  

CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY FUNDRAISING EFFORTS 
Concordia University Irvine has launched the public phase of an effort to raise $85 million by 2020. The 
comprehensive fundraising campaign, known as Forward in Faith invests in five areas—a music and theolo-
gy building, athletics, scholarships, academic programs, and the endowment. To date, the University has 
raised over $70 million, or 83 percent, of its $85 million goal, making it the largest campaign in the Univer-
sity’s history.  “The campaign, which has already garnered much support from our donors since it began in 
2013, represents an investment in our students and our Lutheran vision,” said Concordia University Irvine 
President Kurt Krueger. To learn more about the Forward in Faith campaign, visit cui.edu/forwardinfaith .  

PSD MULTI-CULTURAL GATHERING 
Come join us at Concordia University Irvine on Tuesday, November, 27 from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm for a      
discussion around the book “Building A Healthy Multi-Ethnic Church” by Mark Deymaz. We will have a 
panel of multi-cultural pastors and leaders engaging the question: “Ethnic-Specific or Multi-Cultural?” 
Lunch provided. RSVP to Kelly DeJongh at kelly.dejongh@psd-lcms.org or at 949-854-3232 ext. 200. 

https://form.jotform.com/81724876028969
https://www.scfta.org/events/2018/concordia
http://www.lcef.org/40month
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Subscribe to eNews:  Keep up-to-date on happenings in the Pacific Southwest District as well as resources 
for congregations; installations and ordinations; and prayer requests.                                                            
Send an email to psdenews@psd-lcms.org with the words “subscribe” in the subject line. 
Job Site:  Access information on jobs available in PSD congregations and schools. The Job Site can be         
accessed on the PSD website. Subscribe to bi-weekly email notification by sending an email to 
psdenews@psd-lcms.org noting “Job Site subscription” in the subject line. 
Submit News, Information & Job Postings:  Email psdenews@psd-lcms.org with the ‘who, what, when, 
where, and why’ of the news item or job posting. Items must be received by 2:00 pm Wednesday.   
The Pacific Southwest District will NOT sell, give or otherwise transmit your email address for any reason 
other than its intended purpose. 

VOLUNTEER TO DECORATE 
Joy to the World the Lord has Come is the theme of the 
2019 LHM Tournament of Roses Parade Float.  Want to 
help decorate next year’s float? Mark your calendars for 
August and visit the LHM Petal Pushers’ website.      
Everyone 13 and older is WELCOME!  

COLORING CONTEST 
The Lutheran Hour Ministries Float Committee is sponsoring our 9th annual Coloring Contest. You have 
the permission of the LHMFC to make copies of the coloring page and use it for school, Sunday School or 
individuals. Questions, contact Dick Gast at chairman@petalpushers.org.  Please send and completed    
entries to: Lutheran Hour Float Committee, PO Box 20044, River side, CA 92516. The Coloring Contest is 
open to all students Preschool through 8th grade. Entries must be postmarked by November 1, 2018.  

LUTHERAN HOUR MINISTRIES 
2019 TOURNAMENT OF ROSES PARADE 

OUTREACH BOOTH VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Again this year, Petal Pusher® Outreach Booth volunteers will distribute materials and share the meaning 
of Joy to the World, the Lord is Come! - the title of our 2019 Lutheran Hour Ministries Rose Parade float 
As opportunity presents itself, they will discuss how: this hymn proclaims the greatest of life's melodies; 
in the birth of Jesus prominently portrayed in the center of the float, we meet the Promised One of God; 
the coming of Christ marks the great step of fulfillment leading to His sacrificial death and victorious resur-
rection for our salvation.  It will be possible to do this in areas where: decorating is taking place; floats are 
staged on the morning of the parade; floats are viewed by the public after the parade.  Please go to 
share.petalpushers.org/ and sign up now for the times you’ll be able to serve.  

mailto:psdenews@psd-lcms.org
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Rev. Edward Ambrose – vascular/orthopedic issues 
Jo Ambrose – fighting bone cancer 
Dora Collins - chronic pain due to auto-immune issues 
Rev. Roy Gesch – macular degeneration and dementia 
David Hendry  – suffering from dementia 
Kim Ingwersen - battling ALS 
Rev. Ray Kibler – immunodeficiency disease and cancer  
Jenny Lawson - fighting cancer 

Submit Prayer Requests to Kelly DeJongh at 
kelly.dejongh@psd-lcms.org 

Ordinations & Installations 
 

Vicar Gabriel Ochoa will be Ordained and Installed as Assistant Pastor for Hispanic Ministry at Peace       
Lutheran Church, San Diego, on Sunday November 4, 3:00 pm.  District President Rev. Dr. Michael Gibson 
will officiate the ordination and installation.  Clergy please arrive early and bring red stoles for                 
service.  There will a celebration following the service.  Contact PeaceLutheranChurchSD@gmail.com.  
 

Nam Jin Choi will be installed as Associate Pastor at Good News Korean Lutheran Church, Garden Grove, 
on Sunday, October 28 at 3:00 pm, with a reception to follow the service. Clergy are invited to participate, 
please wear your red stoles. Please RSVP by contacting Rev. Jeongwhan Kim at 951-707-3925 
or sarangchkim@gmail.com.  In addition, we celebrate the 31 years of ministries of Rev. Harry H. Moon as 
he steps down as Associate Pastor. Rev. Joseph Byung Gon Kim has  accepted the call to serve as Senior 
Pastor. All are invited to join us as we rejoice and give thanks and praise to God for blessing Reverend 
Moon, Reverend Kim, and Reverend Choi and their families as well as Good News Korean Congregation. 

Prayer Requests 
 

Rev. Johnny Lopez (Update) - Last week Pastor Lopez was given the results of his latest cat scan regarding 
his squamous cell lymphoma: there is no growth (as predicted by his oncologist) aside from the original 
tumor itself which has remained the same. Praise God!!! We continue to ask for prayers at this time as he 
was once again reminded that this is a very aggressive cancer! His oncologist insisted he continue what he 
is doing (naturopathic treatment and supplements and bio feedback). This is also a powerful wittiness to a 
non believing physician! He still needs to be able to go to his appointments and treatments etc. If you feel 
led to help, please visit his Go Fund Me page.  We thank those who are praying fervently and also for 
those who have graciously, whole heartedly donated towards his treatments! God’s unending love and 
blessings to you.  
 

Family of Christine Moritz, wife of Todd Moritz (Orange Lutheran CEO), who went home to be with Jesus 
on Tuesday, October 30.  We pray for peace and comfort for Todd, their family, and all who knew Chris-
tine. We celebrate her victory over death through Jesus!  
 

Family of Gene Grefe who passed away on Thursday, October 18. Gene served LCEF for more than 30 
years as Promotional Coordinator for Region 4, he also served on the LCEF-PSD Loan Committee. Gene 
was an active member of Gethsemane Lutheran Church, Tempe and recently at Beautiful Savior Lutheran 
Church, Tempe. He also served on Region 4’s Region Mission Counsel. Please keep his wife, Charlotte in 
your prayers. Service was held on October 26 at Beautiful Savior Lutheran, Tempe. 

Continued Prayers  

Rev. Johnny Lopez - fighting cancer 
Rev. Harry Matelski - fighting agent orange diabetes  
Susan Matelski - inoperable deteriorating spine 
Phillip Taylor - fighting cancer 
Rev. Hal Teuscher – fighting cancer 
Rev. Gary Trickey  - fighting cancer 
Karina von Hindenburg - fighting breast cancer 
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