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WOMEN’S FAITH & FREINDSHIP CONNECTION: BRUNCH & BOUTIQUE 
Save the date for the Concordia University Irvine Women’s Faith & Friendship Connection Annual Brunch 
and Boutique being held on Saturday, November 18 at the Hilton Orange County/Costa Mesa. The bou-
tique with 40+ vendors opens at 9:00 am. Brunch and program begins at 11:00 am. Music provided by 
Concordia students. Our speaker will be Donna Vanliere. Donna is a bestselling author, having published 
14 books, including The Christmas Shoes and The Christmas Blessing, both of which were adapted into 
movies for CBS television. To register or for additional details visit cui.edu/faithandfriendship. 

SOUNDS OF CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
St. John’s Lutheran Church, Orange invites you to join us for “The Sounds of Christmas”, this festive 
Christmas concert features The Jubilate Choir, Festival Orchestra and Cathedral Bells. Concert         
presentations will be held on Friday, December 8 at 7:30 pm and on Saturday, December 9 at 4:00 pm and 
7:00 pm. There is no charge, but a freewill offering will be taken/ Childcare is available for children under 
age 5. For more information, please call 714-288-4431.  

HOLIDAY CRAFT BOUTIQUE 
Looking for hand-made gifts? Check out the Holiday Craft Boutique on Saturday, November 18 from 8:00 
am to 2:00 pm at Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church, Moreno Valley. There'll be lots of hand-made 
crafts and baked goods, recycled bargains, auction baskets, outside vendors, and hot dogs and drinks for 
lunch. For more information contact the church office at 951-924-4688. 

TAIZE SERVCES DURING ADVENT 
Taize (pronounced teh-ZAY) services will be held every Friday, at 7:00 pm during Advent at Our Savior      
Lutheran Church, Arcadia, beginning Friday, November 24. If you have never been to a Taize service, we 
would encourage you to come this year and give it a try. Many people find these services to be spiritually 
rewarding to a level which no other type of service offers.  For the long standing traditional LCMS mem-
bers, Taize services are well accepted within the LCMS. Our Savior Lutheran Church began offering these 
30 minute services in 2010 through the encouragement of our missionary couple who are residing in Israel. 
For more information regarding this type of service, go to lcms.org/worship.  

https://www.cui.edu/giving/index/id/21324
http://www.lcms.org/worship


RAISING UP NEW CHURCH WORKERS 
While it has always been important for the church to be actively raising up new church workers, given the 
pressures against considering service the church as a pastor, teacher, DCE, DCO, DPM, DFLM, or         
deaconess, in our culture today, we now more than ever need resources to help us pro-actively encourage 
young people to consider a church work vocation.  The Church Work Recruitment and Retention Task 
Force created the following videos to help the local church and church workers to do just that.  These     
videos are perfect for use as a church announcement, in youth group, and the school classroom 
(elementary to high school). They can also be shared on social media.  Please consider how you might      
encourage the next generation of church workers and how these videos can help you do just that.  
 

Become a Lutheran Pastor Become a Lutheran Teacher 
Become a Lutheran DCE Become a Lutheran Church Worker  

DECORATE ROSE PARADE FLOATS 
Petal Pushers® will decorate Rose Parade floats in Irwindale CA 
this year. You may register online. After registration, you will 
receive a confirmation. Go to the confirmation webpage to 
learn what to do before coming.  Decorating will be at the 
Phoenix Decorating Company, 5400 Irwindale Ave., Irwindale. 
Click here to view Google Map.  The 2018 Lutheran Hour    

Ministries Tournament of Roses Parade float is entitled: Bringing Christ to the Nations. The theme of the 
parade is Making a Difference. His difference making allows us to make a difference in the lives of others. 
 
 

IIM RETREAT 
Registration for the Twenty-Second Annual Interim Pastors Retreat at in Three Rivers is now open.  Please 
register via our website. The retreat will be held January 22-24, 2018. The main presenter will be Rev. Dr. 
Gregory Seltz, former speaker of the Lutheran Hour and currently the first Executive Director for the Syn-
od’s new Washington D.C. office, The Lutheran Center for Religious Liberty. Additionally, Rev. Dr. Peter 
Alexander will lead a session entitled “Trending Now: The Changing Face of Interim Ministry” and Rev. Dr. 
Phil Pledger’s session is entitled, “The Leadership Dance – How to Lead Like Fred Astaire!”   If you have 
any questions contact Richard Paul at pastor@failthhb.org.  

ONE MINUTE: TOP ISSUE FACING PASTORS 
Ron Rehrer, Counselor for Church Workers; 949-433-5182; ron@ronrehrer.com 
 

In the Barna research report, “The State of Pastors,” published earlier this year (2017), of the 16 areas of 
pastoral duties, the number one problem area is “Counseling….people problems to solve.”  Nearly 1 out of 
3 pastors feel ill prepared to tackle parishioner’s personal problems. Also, 27% of pastors feel ill prepared 
to handle conflict. About the same percentage of pastor’s struggle with administrative burdens.   On the 
other hand, pastors rate themselves higher in the areas of preaching, teaching and knowledge of scripture. 
Seminaries need to do a better job preparing students in the area of people problems. After ordination, 
church bodies need to have help available to pastors (such as consultation, supervision, and mentoring) 
when they are unsure how to deal with people problems. Mental health issues, marital discord, family disa-
greements, and church conflicts are challenging for parish pastors. It can be stressful and taxing work. But 
people will come to see their pastors seeking help and advice. Our pastors need support and encourage-
ment and especially skills to assist their members in life problems. The Barna research makes that point.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XRK5QON1NB8&t
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2b4QUe46vfU&t
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nUsbKPzTUxs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HG3bPMdJFGQ&t=
https://volunteer.petalpushers.org/
https://www.petalpushers.org/confirmation.php
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Phoenix+Decorating+Co./@34.1118193,-117.9339615,19z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x80c2d8030f3f186f:0xa7e22931baddff1a!8m2!3d34.1117992!4d-117.9334201
https://www.psd-lcms.org/interim-ministry
mailto:pastor@faithhb.org


Subscribe to eNews:  Keep up-to-date on happenings in the Pacific Southwest District as well as resources 
for congregations; installations and ordinations; and prayer requests.                                                            
Send an email to psdenews@psd-lcms.org with the words “subscribe” in the subject line. 
Job Site:  Access information on jobs available in PSD congregations and schools. The Job Site can be         
accessed on the PSD website. Subscribe to bi-weekly email notification by sending an email to 
psdenews@psd-lcms.org noting “Job Site subscription” in the subject line. 
Submit News, Information & Job Postings:  Email psdenews@psd-lcms.org with the ‘who, what, when, 
where, and why’ of the news item or job posting. Items must be received by 2:00 pm Wednesday.   
The Pacific Southwest District will NOT sell, give or otherwise transmit your email address for any reason 
other than its intended purpose. 

mailto:psdenews@psd-lcms.org
http://www.psd-lcms.org/
mailto:psdenews@psd-lcms.org
mailto:psdenews@psd-lcms.org


Prayer Requests 
Turner Austin Stirdivant, son of Krika and Rev. Mark Stirdivant of Good Shepherd, Yucaipa, was baptized on 
Sunday, November 12. May God be praised for His inexpressible gift! 
Texas Shooting—We pray for First Baptist Church, Sutherland Springs, Texas; the surrounding community; 
those who lost loved ones and those who were injured in the shooting.  
Family of Meg Loesch, widow of Rev. Nathan O. Loesch, mother of Rachel Klitzing, Executive Director of 
School Ministries, who went to heaven to be with Jesus on Monday, November 6, surrounded by family. A 
service of celebration of her life in Christ will be held on Sunday, November 12, 3:00 pm at Christ Lutheran 
Church, Costa Mesa, followed by a reception.  

Sonya Abbott, wife of Bill Abbott - recovering from surgery  
Rev. Dr. Edward Ambrose – vascular disease/orthopedic problems 
Jo Ambrose – fighting bone cancer 
Rev. Bill Bartlett – fighting cancer 
Rev. Bob Feller - recovering from a fall 
Kim Francisco – fighting cancer 
Rev. Roy Gesch – macular degeneration and dementia 
Rev. Gerald Gettis – fighting myeloma 
David Hendry  – suffering from dementia 
Rev. Ray Kibler – fighting immunodeficiency disease and cancer  
Rev. Jim Lareva - fighting cancer  
Jenny Lawson - fighting cancer 
Rev. Tom Rogers - recovering from fractured hip 
Rev. Marty Schramm - fighting cancer 
Phillip Taylor - fighting cancer 
Rev. Hal Teuscher – fighting cancer 
Rev. Gary Trickey  - fighting cancer 

Submit Prayer Requests to Kelly DeJongh at 
kelly.dejongh@psd-lcms.org 

Continued Prayers  
We pray for all congregations and schools currently in the calling process. 
We pray for those who have been victimized by terror attacks and natural disasters. 

Installations & Ordinations 
Installation of Rev. Dietrick Gladden: With praise and thanksgiving, Trinity Cristo Rey, Santa Ana announces 
the Installation of their new pastor, Rev. Dietrick Gladden on Saturday, December 9 at 4:00 pm.  PSD       
pastors are invited to attend and participate in the service.  Participating pastors are asked to wear red 
stoles. A  reception will follow the service. Please RSVP your attendance by call 714-542-0784 ext. 201 or by 
emailing office@trinitycristorey.org.  
Instalación del reverendo Dietrick Gladden: con alabanza y acción de gracias, Trinity Cristo Rey, Santa Ana 
anuncia la instalación de su nuevo pastor, Rev. Dietrick Gladden, el sábado 9 de diciembre a las 4:00 p.m. Los 
pastores del PSD están invitados a asistir y participar en el servicio. Se les pide a los pastores participantes que 
usen estolas rojas. Una recepción seguirá al servicio. Por favor, confirme su asistencia llamando al 714-542-
0784 ext. 201 o enviando un correo electrónico a office@trinitycristorey.org. 

mailto:kelly.dejongh@psd-lcms.org
mailto:office@trinitycristorey.org

