
Weekly Newsletter ● December 6, 2018 

Weekly Word ● Colossians 2:6-7 

WINTER’S BLESSED PROMISE CHRISTMAS CONCERT   
On Sunday, December 9, a 49-year community Christmas tradition will take place at Bethany Lutheran 
Church, Long Beach, as it has since 1969.  The public is invited to attend one of three candlelight      
Christmas concerts, “Winter’s Blessed Promise,” at 1:30, 4:00 or 7:00 pm. Seating is available on a first-
come-first-served basis. There is no admission fee. A freewill offering will be received to benefit the Music 
Ministry and Music Scholarship Fund. 

THE JOY OF CHRISTMAS  
Crean Lutheran High School presents The Joy of Christmas on Thursday, December 13 at 6:00 pm.        
Featured will be performances by dance, choir, band, and orchestra students. There will be a holiday   
boutique, Christmas goodies, and dinner available for purchase. Purchase Tickets 

A SERVICE OF LESSONS & CAROLS  
Join the Crean Lutheran High School Music Department for a night of worship as we celebrate the birth of 
our King through scripture and song. A Service of Lessons and Carols is Friday, December 14 at 7:00 pm at 
Abiding Savior Lutheran Church, Lake Forest. There will be a free will offering. 

ONE MINUTE: HELP FOR SURVIVORS AND THEIR FAMILIES   
Rev. Ron Rehrer, Counselor for Church Workers, 949-433-5182, ron@ronrehrer.com  
 

When “shots fired” went out over police scanners in Thousand Oaks, first responders rushed to the scene 
at the Borderline.  A fun-filled college night with family and friends had been shattered by a gunman’s    
bullets. A mass shooting was underway. People broke out windows and assisted others to flee for their 
lives. There were dead inside and survivors began to cope with the aftermath of the chaos. Most would 
later report symptoms of PTSD. 
 

The next day these events would be compounded by the fire, which broke out nearby.  Suddenly this fire, 
swept by high winds and gusts, went out of control. Soon multiple cities were threatened, and neighbor-
hoods were on fire.  As the flames rushed down canyons and valleys, people struggled to get out. Fear 
gripped many and once again people experienced trauma. 

Read Full Article 

BEHIND THE SCENES PARTY  
Please join us for the Petal Pushers® Behind the Scenes Party on Sunday December 30, 4:00 - 7:00 pm. 
You will have the opportunity to view the 2019 Lutheran Hour Ministries float; see first-hand the work of 
the Petal Pushers®; meet float riders including new Speaker of The Lutheran Hour Rev Dr. Michael Zeigler, 
A meal is included with beverages (non-alcoholic) and desserts.  Purchase Tickets 

https://tickets.vendini.com/ticket-software.html?t=tix&e=41403e12c626d5a98479d92eba73c6f3&vqitq=08080022-473d-4653-962a-b1ad407e33a3&vqitp=9c890cd9-9595-4362-895a-0392dd9cd690&vqitts=1544048038&vqitc=vendini&vqite=itl&vqitrt=Safetynet&vqith=765bc7028b02391
https://www.lutheranchurchworkers.org/single-post/2018/12/03/One-Minute-for-December-2018-PTSD-%E2%80%93-Help-for-Survivors-and-Their-Families
https://www.petalpushers.org/product/9A2E3E1/ticket-behind-the-scenes-party


SOUNDS OF CHRISTMAS 
St. John’s Lutheran Church, Orange invites you to join us for our Sounds of Christmas Concert on Friday, 
December 7 at 7:30 pm or on Sunday, December 8 at 2:00 pm and 5:00 pm. There is no charge, but a 
freewill offering will be taken. Childcare is available for children under age 5.  

CHRISTMAS CONCERT   
The High Desert Lutheran Chorale will be presenting "Hometown Christmas" at Faith Lutheran, Inglewood 
on Sunday, December 8 at 4:00 pm. Led by Sharon Hartwig, the 40-member Chorale has been presenting 
concerts in the high desert for over four years. In addition to the chorale, members of Faith Lutheran will 
be contributing their talents to the evening.   

CHRISTMAS CONCERT: THE BIRTHDAY OF A KING 
Redeemer Lutheran Church, Huntington Beach presents “The Birthday of a King” on Sunday, December 9 
at 4:00 pm.  This free concert highlighting ten years of Advent and Christmas musical celebrations will fill 
your hearts with light!  Our famous cookie reception will follow in the Fellowship Hall.   

NEW LEGACY PROJECT CONCERT 
The New Legacy Project will hold a concert on Tuesday, December 11, 7:00 pm at Lutheran Church of the 
Master, Phoenix.  Come early for best seating!  The New Legacy Project, formerly the Blackwood Legacy, 
blend the best of country gospel, traditional and edgy newer southern gospel, with today’s popular     
worship music, while staying true to the Gospel Message.  Join us for a memorable time of live music,   
fellowship and fun!  Admission is free and a love offering will be received.  

CHRISTMAS AT THE NECHITA CENTER 
Orange Lutheran High School presents Christmas at the Nechita Center. This choral and dance concert will 
be held on Sunday, December 9 at 2:00 and 7:00 pm. Get tickets now! 

ADVENT SERVICES & CHRISTMAS HYMNS 
First Lutheran Church, Temple City will be holding Advent services in December (12 & 19) and we are   
opening up our doors to all LCMS churches who may not be having midweek Advent services. Everyone is 
welcomed to join in the potluck and worship service.  The potluck dinner will start at 5:00 pm and the      
service will start at 6:00 pm. We will join together in singing Christmas hymns with a historical overview of 
each song. All in preparation of going out into the community to sing Christmas hymns on December 19. 

JOB POSTING: CHIEF OPERATIONS OFFICER 
This is an Executive Staff Position of the Pacific Southwest District – LCMS.  A position       
description and employment application is available at psd-lcms.org/job-site.  
Application deadline is December 20, 2018.  
 

Direct applications, resumes, references, and support documentation to: 
Rev. Dr. Mike Gibson, President 
Pacific Southwest District – LCMS 
1540 Concordia Drive, Irvine, CA 92612. 
 

Or by email to mike.gibson@psd-lcms.org. 

https://sa1.seatadvisor.com/sabo/servlets/TicketRequest?eventId=1226653&presenter=LHSOC&venue=&event=CMC&tck=true
https://www.psd-lcms.org/job-site
mailto:mike.gibson@psd-lcms.org


Subscribe to eNews:  Keep up-to-date on happenings in the Pacific Southwest District as well as resources 
for congregations; installations and ordinations; and prayer requests.                                                            
Send an email to psdenews@psd-lcms.org with the words “subscribe” in the subject line. 
Job Site:  Access information on jobs available in PSD congregations and schools. The Job Site can be         
accessed on the PSD website. Subscribe to bi-weekly email notification by sending an email to 
psdenews@psd-lcms.org noting “Job Site subscription” in the subject line. 
Submit News, Information & Job Postings:  Email psdenews@psd-lcms.org with the ‘who, what, when, 
where, and why’ of the news item or job posting. Items must be received by 2:00 pm Wednesday.   
The Pacific Southwest District will NOT sell, give or otherwise transmit your email address for any reason 
other than its intended purpose. 

BUSY HANDS, DEDICATE VOLUNTEERS 
Once again, a small army of industrious, hard-working, Gospel-loving, men, women, and teens (you must 
be 13 years or older to volunteer), will be working on several Rose Parade floats, including Lutheran Hour 
Ministries' entry: Joy to the World. The Lord Is Come. The theme for 2019's New Year's Day parade is The 
Melody of Life -  it celebrates the universal language of music! The Petal Pushers®, the group decorating 
Lutheran Hour Ministries' Rose Bowl float and a number of others each year, is looking for those who want 
to participate in this ministry. This will be parade number 130 in the Tournament of Roses Parade's distin-
guished and eventful history. LHM's float, the only Christian-themed parade float, will celebrate the birth 
of the Savior with one of the most recognizable and beloved Christmas carols! This hymn proclaims the 
greatest of life's  melodies, the sweet song of salvation -- victory over sin, death, and the evil one -- and 
the eternal reign of Christ. Let trumpets sound, let choirs in heaven and on earth rejoice and 'repeat the 
sounding joy!' This treasured hymn is a summary of the overarching narrative of salvation.  Those who have 
participated in the past in decorating these astounding floats have wonderful stories to share. 
To register to decorate Rose Parade floats click here.  Click here to learn what to do before coming. 

TAIZE SERVICES 
Taizé services will be held at Our Savior Lutheran Church, Arcadia every Friday night during Advent,  
through December 21 at 7:00 pm.  If you have never been to a Taizé service, we would encourage you to 
come this year and give it a try. These services offer a very peaceful and spiritual blessing. Many people 
find these services to be spiritually rewarding to a level which no other type of service offers.  Our Savior 
began offering these 30 minute services in 2010 through the encouragement of Daniel and Marie Walter, 
our missionary couple who are residing in Israel. For the long standing traditional LCMS members, Taizé 
services are well accepted within the LCMS. 

JESU, OUR JOY CHRISTMAS CAROL FESTIVAL 
Please join us at Immanuel Lutheran Church, Orange on Sunday, December 16 at 7:00 pm, for an evening 
of congregational carol singing! Immanuel's traditional series presents favorite hymns, new carol settings, 
instrumental interludes, and a worshipful narrative all woven together. This special event features a festival 
orchestra, soloists, and Immanuel's chancel choir. Admission is free, and there will be a free will offering 
opportunity to support Immanuel's music ministries. 

mailto:psdenews@psd-lcms.org
http://www.psd-lcms.org/
mailto:psdenews@psd-lcms.org
mailto:psdenews@psd-lcms.org
https://volunteer.petalpushers.org/
https://www.petalpushers.org/confirmation


Continued Prayers  
 

Rev. Edward Ambrose – vascular/orthopedic issues 
Jo Ambrose – fighting bone cancer 
Dora Collins - chronic pain due to auto-immune issues 
Rev. Roy Gesch – macular degeneration and dementia 
David Hendry  – suffering from dementia 
Kim Ingwersen - battling ALS 
Rev. Ray Kibler – immunodeficiency disease and cancer  
Jenny Lawson - fighting cancer 
Rev. Johnny Lopez - fighting cancer 
Rev. Harry Matelski - fighting agent orange diabetes  
Susan Matelski - inoperable deteriorating spine 
Phillip Taylor - fighting cancer 
Rev. Hal Teuscher – fighting cancer 
Rev. Gary Trickey  - fighting cancer 
Karina von Hindenburg - fighting breast cancer 

Submit Prayer Requests to Kelly DeJongh at kelly.dejongh@psd-lcms.org 

Prayer Requests 
  

Deaconess June Nuckolls, of Resurrection, Quartz Hill, suffered a massive stroke on Monday, December 3. 
She is at Antelope Valley Hospital for palliative care. She still communicates but with great difficulty. 
 

Bob & Marla Lichtsinn, battling high-grade astrosarcoma and multiple myeloma respectively.  Marla says 
“We’ve got the best Physician of all walking this walk with us.” 
 

Family of Lonnie M. Stewart, husband of Dawn Hayes-Stewart, both of St. Luke Lutheran Church, 
Claremont, passed away on Tuesday, November 13 of complications of heart and diabetes-related issues. 
Lonnie was very involved in music ministry, and worked with shut-ins and those in prison for many years. 

Praise Reports 
  

Laura Bredehoft (picture), DCE was installed at St. Paul's     
Lutheran Church in Pacific Beach, CA on December 2 as    
Minister to the Family Community.   
 

Patricia Lea Anderson was Commissioned as Deaconess at  
Redeemer Lutheran, Huntington Beach on December 2. 
 

Cora Elizabeth Cave, born November 30 to Rev. Andrew 
and Deaconess Emily Cave. Mother and baby are both at 
home, healthy, and doing well. 

mailto:kelly.dejongh@psd-lcms.org

