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Dear Dante friends,

Last Monday morning, Rome, like most of Europe, woke up under a 
blanket of snow. What a beautiful landscape in the Eternal City! 
Meanwhile, 20,000 kilometres away in Aotearoa we are still 
smouldering in humid, hot weather. And autumn has only just 
begun ...

Last Sunday, the Dante Society held its Annual General Meeting in 
conjunction with the Colazione at the Segafredo Zanetti shop. As 
happens every year, the committee reconfirmed existing members, 
appointed new ones (see the list on page 2) and gave an overview 
of last year's achievements. If you were unable to attend, you will 
find the President's speech on page 6. Everyone who has had the 
pleasure of drinking Segafredo coffee will be delighted to hear that 
Segafredo is a new Dante partner and will be offering a 10% 
discount to all registered Dante members. Check our two new 
partners on page 5.

This month will kick off with two great cultural events. This Sunday, 
the Manghi-Villani Duo will play pieces from 20th century Italian 
composers, and Monday is Italian Design Day at the Auckland Art 
Gallery, which will host an evening lecture by two renowned Italian 
experts from the fields of architecture and design. You can read 
more about both events on pages 3 and 4. 

Finally, if you are a parent, be sure to also check out our expanded 
Italian language offering for children on page 2.

Buona lettura!
Stefania
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Seguici! 

4 marzo

5 marzo

21 marzo

24 marzo

25 marzo

Every 
Thursday

Every 
Tuesday & 
Friday

Concert - The Manghi - Villani Duo (p.3)

Italian Design Day at the Art Gallery (p.4)

CineClub Dante (p.2)

Colazione alla Dante (p.8)

Incontri per bambini di lingua italiana 
dai 5-14 anni (p.2)

Playgroup for children aged 0-5 (p.2)

Pilates with Fiorella

Il calendario di marzo

Snowball fight in St Peter’s Square, Rome, 26 February 2018.
(Image: Associated Press).

mailto:info@dante.org.nz
http://www.dantealighieriauckland.blogspot.co.nz/
mailto:info@dante.org.nz
https://www.facebook.com/groups/34611608905/?fref=ts
http://www.dante.org.nz
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CineClub Dante

CineClub Dante will be back on March 21, 10 am, with a 
new episode of Commissario Montalbano, Il tocco 
d’artista (The artist’s touch).

Goldsmith Alberto Larussa would appear to have 
committed suicide by turning his wheelchair into an 
electric chair. But then Detective Salvo Montalbano 
discovers that the dead man’s will, which leaves 
everything to his brother Giacomo, has been forged. 
Giacomo is arrested. But after further digging, 
Montalbano learns that years earlier, during a fight over 
Emma Morpurgo, a girl they had both fallen in love with, 
Giacomo had pushed 

Incontri per bambini con  conoscenza della 
lingua italiana

Incontri mensili di domenica pomeriggio per bambini e 
adolescenti di famiglie italiane di 5 - 10 anni, e nuovo 
corso per 10-14 anni per mantenere la lingua e la cultura 
italiane qui in Nuova Zelanda.
Costo: $10.00 a bambino, fratelli $5.00.
Domenica 25 marzo, 2pm-4pm. 
Confermare la presenza.

Alberto down a stairway, 
leaving him paralysed. 
To get revenge Alberto 
staged his suicide to make 
it seem like he was 
murdered by his
brother. Giacomo is 
momentarily cleared until 
Montalbano finds the name 
of Emma Morpurgo on the 
“clients” list of a dead loan 
shark …

Children’s Playgroup

«I bambini che conoscono più di una lingua sono aperti e 
malleabili, con una capacità maggiore nel gestire le 
situazioni che gli si presentano, insomma hanno una marcia 
in più».

«È dimostrato scientificamente che l’età migliore per 
l’apprendimento è da 0 a 6 anni, grazie al “fattore crescita 
nervoso” (scoperto da Rita Levi Montalcini): è in quel 
periodo infatti che questa proteina crea dei reticoli dei 
circuiti neuronali specializzati nell’apprendimento delle 
lingue. «Il bambino ha un approccio spontaneo alla lingua: 
è disinibito, imita e si diverte,  impara la grammatica 
intuitivamente».

Tutto ciò per dire che a febbraio è ricominciato 
l’appuntamento settimanale con i bimbi del PLAYGROUP.
Quest’anno I piccoli sono tanti, anzi tantissimi e sono 
accompagnati dalla mamma, dal papà e/o dalla nonna.
C’è grande entusiasmo e tanta voglia di imparare, cantando 
e giocando in lingua italiana.
Il nostro proposito è’ quello di creare un ambiente sereno, 
familiare e stimolante con tanti giochi, attività e canzoni 
accompagnate dalla chitarra di Matteo.

Benvenuti bambini!

Fiorella, Chiarina e Matteo

The Dante Alighieri Committee 2018

● Sir John Kirwan, President
● Flavia Berucci, Vice President
● Kelly McKinnon, Secretary
● Valeria Santillo, Acting Treasurer
● Cav. Sandra Fresia, School Director
● Alessandra Zecchini, Italian Festival Director
● Martina Depentor, Luca Manghi, Fiorella Tomasi 

Kirwan, Matteo Telara, Contributors
● Stefania Perrotta, Newsletter Editor

Ogni giovedì dalle 9.30 alle 10.30
Costi: $60 per trimestre
Per informazioni rivolgersi alla Dante e chiedere di Fiorella 



Luca Manghi won first prize at the Arrigo Boito National 
Music Conservatory. He was then awarded the highest 
distinction by the Biella International Superior Music 
Academy "L. Perosi" for his work with Peter Lukas Graf.
Winner of several soloist international competitions 
(UFAM Paris Competition, City of Genova Competition, 
“Domenico Cimarosa” Aversa Competition). Luca has 
performed as principal flautist for many European 
orchestras, including the Mantova Chamber Orchestra, 
the Orchestre Symphonique Francais and the Orchestra 
Filarmonica di Parma.
He now lives in New Zealand where he works as freelance 
musician playing with the major orchestras of the country, 
and in solo and chamber music performances.
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This programme of solo and chamber music works, 
prepared especially for this occasion, showcases the 
perfect synergy between the two instruments, and the 
talent of the musicians.

Free entry
Sunday 4 March 2018, 5pm
St Matthew in the City, 187 Federal Street,  Auckland

Italy XX Century: The Manghi - Villani Duo 

The Embassy of Italy in Wellington is very pleased to 
present a concert with Luca Manghi and Flavio Villani, 
Italian musicians now based in New Zealand. The duo will 
perform in public together, for the first time, a 
programme of twentieth-century Italian works for flute 
and piano. 

They will explore the various musical styles of a century of 
Italian music, with works by Alfredo Casella and Nino 
Rota, along with the neoclassicism of Giorgio Ferrari, the 
more contemporary works of Luciano Berio and Salvatore 
Sciarrino, and also include an homage to New Zealand’s 
musical tradition with a work by Gillian Whitehead.

Flavio Villani is an Italian-Kiwi pianist resident in 
Auckland. He completed a Bachelor of Piano 
Performance with Matteo Napoli at the Conservatory 
“G.Martucci” in conjunction with a Bachelor of IT in 
2006.  After working in IT in Barcelona he was given the 
opportunity to come to New Zealand to pursue a career 
in music. In 2012 he completed a Master in Piano 
Performance at the University of Auckland with first class 
honours under the guidance of pianist Stephen De 
Pledge.
The journey towards his first solo performance with an 
orchestra was documented in the feature length film 
Crossing Rachmaninoff. He performed as a soloist with 

From 2008 to 2017 he has 
taught flute and chamber music 
at Auckland University, and 
from 2009 at Otago University 
and Waikato University.
In 2011, 2015 and 2017 Luca 
was invited to give a recital and 
a master class at the Australian 
Flute Festival, and often gives 
recitals in Europe and Asia with 
pianist David Kelly. Their CD 
Quays has been released on 
Atoll Records. 

the Orchestra of CalArts in 
Los Angeles, the New 
Plymouth Orchestra, the 
Taranaki Symphony, the 
Bay of  Plenty Symphonia 
and the Auckland 
Symphony Orchestra. 
He is member of the Villani 
Piano Quartet and 
organises a music program 
as well as teaching piano at 
the St Heliers Music Centre 
in Auckland.

http://www.quartet.flaviovillani.com/
http://www.quartet.flaviovillani.com/
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Italian Design Day 2018 

Monday 5 March, 6 pm, Auckland Art Gallery 
FREE EVENT

On the occasion of the second Italian Design Day, 
dedicated to the relationship between design and 
sustainability and to the promotion of the 22nd Milan 
Triennale, to be held in 2019, the Embassy of Italy, in 
collaboration with the Italian Cultural Institute in Sydney, 
is pleased to host a lecture by architect Arturo Dell’Acqua 
Bellavitis, president of the Fondazione Museo del Design 
at the Milan Triennale and Professor of Industrial Design at 
the School of Design at the Politecnico di Milano, of which 
he is the head: "Milano Design Capital: la Triennale".

Arturo Dell’Acqua is president of the Triennale Design 
Museum in Milan and Professor of Industrial Design at the 
Design Faculty of the Politecnico di Milano, where he has 
covered the role of Dean. He is currently president of the 
Milan Fashion Institute and Head of the Textile Design 
degree course at the Politecnico di Milano.  He is one of 
the founders of the College of Design of the Politecnico 
and of the Interior Design PhD course. 
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Alba Cappellieri is the Professor of Design of Jewellery 
and of Fashion Accessory at the Politecnico di Milano, 
where she is the head of the Fashion Design degree. 
She is the Director of the International Master in 
Fashion Accessory Design and of the Master in Brand 
and Product Management at the Milano Fashion 
Institute (consortium of Politecnico di Milano, Bocconi 
and Cattolica universities). She is a member of the 
Scientific Committee of Ècole Van Cleef & Arpels in 
Paris and of Fondazione Cologni in Milan.  

The evening, which is co-hosted by the New Zealand 
Institute of Architects and supported by  Auckland Art 
Gallery, will also see the participation of Prof. Alba 
Cappellieri, Professor of Design of Jewellery and of 
Fashion Accessory at the Politecnico di Milano, where she 
is the the head of the Fashion Design degree.

The first Italian Design Day was held in 2017 under the 
auspices of the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
International Cooperation in collaboration with the 
Ministry of Cultural and Environmental Heritage and ITA – 
Italian Trade Agency.

This year, 100 cities all over the world will host 
roundtables hosting an “Italian design ambassador” 
selected from among the big names of Italian design, 
entrepreneurs, critics, academics, communicators and 
“Under 35” designers. These ambassadors will illustrate 
the history and the new tendencies of a sector whose 
accomplishments and planning skills have produced 
outstanding and unique results. The theme selected for 
2018 is Design and Sustainability – “Broken Nature”.

He is also the main promoter of 
the project of a Design 
Museum at the Milan 
Triennale, a project financed by 
the Italian Ministry for the Arts. 
He has held courses and 
seminars at several European 
and extra-European 
universities. He has 
participated in several 
conferences on design and is 
the author of essays and 
memoirs.

From 2013 to 2016 she taught 
Design Driven Innovation at 
Stanford University. Since 
2014 she has been the 
director of the Jewellery 
Museum in Vicenza, the only 
Italian museum entirely 
dedicated to jewellery and 
one of the few in the world. 
She has lectured around the 
world and is the author of 
more than 150 publications 
dedicated to the Italian Design 
and to Jewellery Design.



Segafredo Zanetti: 10% off for Dante members

We are delighted to announce that we have a new Italian 
Business Friend of Dante: Segafredo Zanetti New Zealand, 
part of the Massimo Zanetti Beverage Group.

In Auckland since March, 2014, Segafredo Zanetti has a 
beautiful store in Mt Eden where, in addition to Segafredo 
Zanetti coffee, you can also find Italian coffee machines, 
accessories and products from Saeco, Gaggia, Isomac, San 
Marco, Marzocco, Brodies Tea, Caffitaly, plus Nespresso 
compatible capsules, and much more.

GRATO Café

Un caffè, per piacere!
We are delighted to introduce a new friend of the Dante!
GRATO CAFÉ, a humble little cafe in the heart of Grey Lynn 
at 104 Richmond Road.

 

You will be welcomed by Lisa’s lovely and warm smile!
Lisa is the owner of this little gem where you can always 
have a good coffee (Allpress), delicious homemade food 
and fantastic smoothies.
Our favorites are the chili fried eggs and ricotta toast (with 
a zing of lemon), simple and delicious, and the green 
smoothie with almond milk and lots of good and healthy 
green stuff (no sugar)!
  

Nuovi amici della Dante
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Here is a short chat with Lisa:
Ciao Lisa, where are you from originally? I was born in 
Auckland, my parents were from Genova and Calabria and 
family in Bologna.
What is your Italian most distinctive trait? Passion for 
food and people! The Italian fire and I am loud.
What do you like the most about Italy? The food! That the 
most humble and simple of dishes can be so filled with 
flavour and love.
When I say pasta what is the first thing that comes in your 
mind? Pasta Napoletana covered in parmesan cheese… 
my happy place.
What does GRATO mean in Italian? GRATO is Italian for 
grateful or thankful. Because there is always something to 
be grateful for.
 
Pop in, say Ciao, order your 
coffee in Italian and 
enjoy a 10% off*
 
GRATO CAFE
104 Richmond Road, 
Grey Lynn, Auckland 1021
09-360 6156
Open from 7am to 2pm

*only for Dante Alighieri members showing an up to date card.

 
 

Segafredo Zanetti NZ is offering a 10% discount to Dante 
Auckland members on all coffees and domestic machines 
(excl. commercial equipment). just present your Dante 
Auckland member card when visiting the store.

Phone 0800 377 737 Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.

http://www.mzb-group.com/en
https://www.facebook.com/GRATOcafe/
https://www.facebook.com/segafredonz
https://twitter.com/segafredo_nz
https://instagram.com/segafredonz/
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Annual General Meeting: President’s speech
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Cari amici e soci della Dante,

Dante School: In 2017, we offered and ran 91 classes for adults, 
processing more than 770 enrolments. We also offered the 
Intensive Course in January  for which 50 students attended.
We ran eight weekly classes for children throughout the year (two 
classes per term, Tuesday afternoon and Play Group), plus an extra 
Sunday class once a month for about 15 Italian children who could 
not attend the weekly after school lessons. In 2017, we processed 
more than 90 children’s enrolments and offered one school holiday 
programme for 20 children.

Alongside our language classes we also offered yoga in Italian, 
Cine-club, and cooking classes, plus monthly colazione meetings, 
often with guest speakers, school open days and an open library 
for members, plus a couple of used book markets.  In 2017, we also 
introduced the Dante Alighieri Scholarship to cover one term of 
Italian studies each to two young students at the University of 
Auckland. We are set to continue offering these services in 2018.

I would like to acknowledge all our teachers and guest tutors, and 
all the committee volunteers who worked with passion to 
coordinate and deliver classes and educational activities, making 
the Dante Auckland school a vibrant and welcoming place of 
learning.

Aside from the school and related core activities, from March to 
October we collaborated with the University of Auckland and the 
Italian Embassy offering a series of free movie screenings in Italian. 
Again, in collaboration with the university, our members had the 
opportunity to meet visiting Italians, from designers to writers, 
throughout the year.

On 29 May we celebrated, a few days in advance and in 
collaboration with the Embassy of Auckland, the Italian Republic 
Day, with a Violin concert by Domenico Nordio, followed by our 
usual Dante rinfresco (catering by the Dante committee!).

On 1 July, we had the Dante Play, Ultimo Posto Disponibile, an 
Italian comedy adapted and directed by Matteo Telara and 
featuring Dante students. There was much applause from and 
enthusiastic audience and, of course, this was followed by 
another fantastic rinfresco.

In July, we started our Dance Concert Chamber Music Series, 
organised by Luca Manghi. Each month from July to December 
we enjoyed a concert in St Luke’s Church, followed by Italian 
Aperitivo, and culminating with the December Opera and Dante 
Christmas Party Combo with artists in costume performing La 
Serva Padrona.

In August, we held our now-traditional mid-winter Italian Quiz 
Night, with dinner at Palazzo Italia, a booked-out event and a fun 
night for everyone.

In September, we opened the Italian Festival Season in Auckland, 
organised by our Dante committee and directed by Alessandra 
Zecchini. This year we joined forces with the Cinema Italiano Film 
Festival, the Corsini Collection at the Art Gallery, and numerous 
partners and participating businesses. It was a full month of 
events culminating in the Festival Italiano Day in Newmarket on 1 
October. For a second year in a row we had wet weather, yet the 
place was packed with visitors, stalls did excellent business on the 
day, and the atmosphere and participation were outstanding. I 
would like to thank Dante's main partners and sponsors of 
Festival Italiano, The Waitemata Local Board, Peroni, Newmarket 
Business Association, and Lufthansa for the Win a Flights to Italy 
Raffle, plus all other sponsors, staff and the volunteers at the 
event.

Our collaboration with Auckland Art Gallery continued 
throughout October with the Dante running a weekend of events 
there during the Week of the Italian language in the world.

November found us busy with the promotion of the Week of the 
Italian Cuisine in the world and a special cooking class, plus an 
end-of-year party for the children, while in December, after our 
Christmas Party and Concert, we also held our yearly Mercatino 
di Natale, Italian Christmas Market, this year directed by 
Francesca Kirwan, which is growing every year with more stalls 
and participants.

The 2018 school term has started well, we are able to offer more 
than 30 classes and have already held a little carnival party for 
the children. Membership is strong and I am pleased to announce 
that we will maintain the low membership fees low which are 
accessible to everyone.

We look forward to another successful year for the Dante Society 
and thank you all, again, for your contribution and your 
dedication in promoting Italian culture in Auckland.

Sir John Kirwan

MBE OBE KNZM 
President of the Dante Alighieri Society Auckland

Welcome to our 2018 AGM, 
thank you all for coming and 
thank you to our host Maurizio 
from Segafredo Zanetti for 
offering their venue and coffee!
The AGM is a chance to look 
back at our Dante activities for 
the past year; in 2107 there 
were too many to list in one 
single speech, so I will just 
summarise the monthly 
activities and yearly events.



Discover the special discounts you have access to thanks to your Dante card!
Only up-to-date Dante cards are accepted though, so follow the link to subscribe or renew your membership!

Gli amici della Dante

Obtain your coupon to start 
your shopping online with a 
10% discount
Ph: 09 8340290
info@dreamofitaly.co.nz

15% discount (from 
Wednesday to Sunday)
Settebello Pizzeria Italiana 
3/1 Rata St, New Lynn
Auckland
Ph: 09 826 0777
www.settebello.co.nz

10% discount
Sapori d’Italia Import Ltd
Unit D/12 Saturn Place
North Harbour, North Shore City
PO Box 302322, North Harbour 0751
Auckland
Ph: 09 4159053
Fax: 09 4159073
www.sapori.co.nz

15% discount 
Eurodell Retail Store
337 Lincoln Road, Auckland
Ph: 09 836 8595
www.eurodell.co.nz

10% discount 
Sovrano @ A Touch of Italy
68 Greenmount Drive 
East Tamaki Auckland
Hours: Mon-Fri 8.30-5pm | Saturday: 10am-2pm
Ph: 09 2733701 / www.sovrano.co.nz
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10% discount
Il Casaro Ltd
Unit 1/ 27 Ashfield Road
Wairau Valley, Auckland
Ph: 09 442 5419
www.ilcasaro.co.nz 

10% discount
Giapo Haute Ice Cream
12 Gore Street, Auckland
www.giapo.com

10% discount  
Segafredo Zanetti NZ
100 Mount Eden Rd, Mt Eden
1124 Auckland
Ph: 09 623 0063
https://segafredo.co.nz/

10% discount
Cracroft Chase Vineyard
110 Shalamar Drive, Cashmere
Christchurch 8022
Ph: 03 337 9339
www.cracroftchase.co.nz

10% discount on: 
Italian breakfast −  coffee + sweet
Lunch and dinner − pizza + drink
Products at retail (min. spend $20)
Cooking classes 
5 Kingdon St, Newmarket, Auckland
www.palazzoitalia.co.nz
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10% discount
Grato Cafe
104 Richmond Road, Grey Lynn 
1021 Auckland 
Ph: 09 360 6156
GRATO CAFE

http://dante.org.nz/membershiponline.html
mailto:info@dreamofitaly.co.nz
http://www.settebello.co.nz/
http://www.sapori.co.nz/
http://www.eurodell.co.nz
http://www.sovrano.co.nz/
http://www.ilcasaro.co.nz
http://www.giapo.com
https://segafredo.co.nz/
http://www.cracroftchase.co.nz
https://www.palazzoitalia.co.nz/
https://www.facebook.com/GRATOcafe/


Pastiera Napoletana

La pastiera napoletana è uno dei dolci tipici della 
tradizione, che si prepara abitualmente in occasione della 
Santa Pasqua. Si prepara il sabato per servirla la domenica 
di Pasqua.

Ingredienti per la pasta frolla
500 g di farina debole 00
250 g di burro o 175 g di strutto
170 g di zucchero velo 
1 uovo intero (circa 60 g) + 1 albume (circa 30 g)
Buccia di limone
Ingredienti per il ripieno
600 g di ricotta di pecora
400 g di grano cotto (o riso)
520 g di zucchero semolato
Zeste di un limone intero
100 g di canditi di cedro e arancia
100 g di latte
30 g di burro o strutto
4 uova intere + 2 tuorli
Vaniglia, 30 ml di essenza di fior di arancio, un pizzico di 
cannella(facoltativo)

 

Mettere in un pentolino il grano cotto, il latte, il burro o lo strutto 
e le zeste di limone. Fare arrivare a bollore, spegnere la fiamma e 
lasciare intiepidire. La consistenza deve essere quella di una 
crema.
Aggiungere la ricotta precedentemente setacciata e amalgamata 
con le uova e zucchero, infine i canditi e gli aromi.
Con la pasta frolla foderare una teglia rotonda.
Riempire a mezzo cm dal bordo con il ripieno. Ricordarsi che in 
fase di cottura la pastiera gonfia a causa del vapore che si forma 
dall’acqua del ripieno. Una volta tirata fuori dal forno, la pastiera 
si sgonfierà livellandosi al bordo.
Chiudere con strisce di frolla e formare la croce simbolo di Cristo 
(così come il grano simbolo di rinascita).
Fare cuocere la pastiera in forno statico a 180°c per circa 60 
minuti.
 

 

Arrivederci ad aprile!
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Thanks to our sponsors:

Proofreading provided by:

 Parola del mese

Arrangiarsi

Da arrangiare. Significa, adattarsi, riuscire a cavarsela 
in varie situazioni, spec. con mezzi di fortuna, o 
sistemarsi alla meglio in un luogo, per esempio 
arrangiarsi in una stanza, sul divano, oppure  trovare, 
racimolare, mettere insieme: cercava di a. qualche 
soldo.
Puo’ significare anche accordarsi, mettersi d'accordo: 
noi due ci arrangeremo facilmente

Ricetta  del mese

Bacheca del mese

marzo 2018

Mescolare la farina con lo 
strutto a temperatura 
ambiente, lo zucchero e la 
scorzetta d’arancia, iniziare 
a impastare.  Dopo qualche 
istante, aggiungervi le uova 
e compattare la pasta. 
Far riposare in frigorifero 
almeno 2 ore.

Colazione alla Dante

This  month la Colazione alla Dante will be on 
Saturday 24 March  in the school rooms in 
Freemans Bay from 10 am to 12 pm. 
Everyone is welcome!


