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How does Ireland compare on the Goals?
UNICEF’s Report Card 14 - Building the Future: Children and the Sustainable Development
Goals in Rich Countries compares the well-being of children in 41 of the EU and OECD high
and middle-income countries, using the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
UNICEF produces Report Cards to show how countries compare in providing for children
and in order to learn from one another.
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of Irish mothers attempt
breastfeeding, and within
48 hours of birth the rate
drops to 42%.
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Ireland has an
unusually low
breastfeeding rate
by international
standards.

What does UNICEF do?

Ireland has the fourth
highest rate of teen
suicide in the EU and
the OECD with 10.3
per 100,000.
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18%
is the overall rate of young
people aged 15 - 24 not in
employment, education or
training as reported by the OECD.
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Key results for children:
· End poverty: On average 1 in 5 children in
high-income countries live in relative income
poverty.
· End hunger: An average of 1 in 8 children in
high-income countries face food insecurity,
rising to nearly 1 in 5 in Ireland.
· Ensure healthy lives: Rates of teen suicide,
pregnancy and drunkenness are declining.
However, 1 in 4 are concerned about their
mental health.
· Ensure quality education: Ireland ranks near
the top, yet 1 in 5 Irish 15-year-olds do not reach
minimum levels in reading, maths and science.
· Achieve gender equality: Globally, pay gaps
and poor representation in Government show
gender inequality is still an issue.

9

No Poverty

Comparing child well-being across rich countries
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The Sustainable Development Goals have set
ambitious targets for all countries, rich and
poor. The most telling sign of a nation’s health
is how well it meets the needs of its children.
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Ireland has the
top ranking under
this Goal
*Ireland’s high ranking in Goal 11
relates only to Ireland’s high air
quality. Were indicators for
homelessness or transport
included, Ireland might not
have scored so well.

UNICEF is the United Nations’ organisation for children. UNICEF fights for children’s rights and promotes the well-being of every child, in everything
we do. Together with our partners, we work in 190 countries and territories taking practical action, focusing special effort on reaching the most
vulnerable and excluded children, to the benefit of all children, everywhere. UNICEF has been in operation for 70 years. Read more at unicef.ie
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KEY MESSAGES

What Ireland
NEEDS TO do...

1.

2.

Put children at the heart
of the Sustainable
Development
Goals (SDGs)

Honour Ireland’s
commitment to
the Goals

Improving the lives of all children today, is
essential for achieving a fair and just world
that can support future generations.

Make sure we
get the best
start in life by
eating healthily.

Tackle the
inequalities that
create jobless
households
& poverty.

Help us build a
better future
through education
& skills.

Address the
high level of
teen suicides.

Young people are getting better at
taking exercise and eating healthily,
but too many say good quality food
is not guaranteed in their
households.

3.

4.

Leave no
child behind

Put plans in place

National averages often hide
extreme inequalities and the
severe disadvantage of children
at the bottom of the scale.
Ireland has nearly 1 in 5 children
living in relative income poverty.

The report shows Ireland performs poorly
on suicide; breastfeeding and nutrition;
young people not in education,
employment or training. Children and young
people need responses unique to Ireland.

5.

6.

Improve information
collection

Include and
empower
children

Particularly on children’s health, violence
against children, early childhood development,
migration and gender and make sure that
information can be compared easily with
information from other countries.
The information also needs to be broken
down according to age, gender, location etc.

We’ve seen big improvements in
health, with teen pregnancies
and underage drinking in 11-15
year olds down.
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Zero
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Health
Mental Health

Goal 10

Reduce
Inequality

We’ve seen how we
compare to other
countries, but what
is getting better in
Ireland? And what is
getting worse?
The Report Card shows clear
areas of change – here are
some interesting trends.

Despite a decline, the rate of teen
suicides is still alarmingly high and
more teens are reporting mental
health issues.
We are doing a better job of dealing
with the inequalities our system
produces, by means of social
transfer and education, but we’re
still an unequal society.

Ireland must provide the money,
knowledge and tools to achieve the goals
both nationally and internationally. All parts
of our society must come together and all
government departments must work
together,to achieve the Goals.
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And young people to participate
in achieving, monitoring and
reporting on the SDGs.

