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This micrograph shows a layer of cells from the back of the eye, 
known as the retina.2 The retina receives the light focused by the lens 
and sends the image to the brain. The nucleus of each cell can be seen 
as a bright blue dot. A protein that helps to maintain connections and 
communication between the individual cells is stained green. 

The red stain reveals the presence of another protein that is a key 
player in Alzheimer's disease.  Although this protein is normally found 
in many types of cells, its primary function is unknown. Studying the 
role this protein normally plays in the eye may help us better understand 
what goes wrong in Alzheimer’s disease patients. 
 

                                                 
2 See pg. 29 for the coloring sheet inspired by this micrograph 
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