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Music Helps to Develop
the Brain of Very

Premature Babies

In Switzerland, nearly 1% of children are born prematurely (i.e. before 32
weeks of pregnancy). These neonates are at high risk of developing neuro-
psychological disorders.

Researchers at the University of Geneva, Switzerland proposed an original
solution - music made especially for them!

The primary results of this approach were published in the Proceeding of the

National Academy of Sciences in the United States, and they are surprising.

Medical imaging revealed that the neural networks of premature infants who
had listened to the music were developing much better. The neonatal intensive
care unit at the hospitals of Geneva welcomes 80 premature infants annu-
ally. Half of them may later develop neurodevelopmental disorders, includ-
ing learning difficulties, attentional disorders, or emotional disorders. As the
hearing system is functional early on, music appears to be a good mean of

treatment, but which musics? The instrument that generates the most positive

If you visit one of Canada’s busi-
est airports, you can notice newly
installed machines known as
primary inspection kiosks. The
Canada Border Services Agency,
in collaboration with the airport
authorities,
kiosks in 2017 and will continue
installing them throughout 2019.
The purpose of this step is to
make the work more efficient and

reduce the waiting times. Most

Primary

introduced these

travellers arriving in Canada by

air can use the kiosks. The process goes as follows:
1.
. Taking a photo

Scanning the travel document

2
3. Verifying the fingerprints (if applicable)
4.
5

. Taking the receipt to the border services officer

Answering questions

The kiosks are available at the following airports:

Inspection Kiosks

o Terminal 3 of Toronto Pearson International Airport - YYZ

Calgary International Airport - YYC

Vancouver International Airport - YVR

reactions was the India snake charmers flute (the punji).

Very agitated children calmed down almost instantly, and their attention was

drawn to the music.

An experiment with a group of premature infants who listened to the music,
including a group of premature infants and a group of full- term newborn, was
conducted and showed that the brain network organization in the premature
infants developed similarily to that of full term infants.

References:

1. The Lancet Journal. 2. Medicalxpress.com

A.B.D.

o Ottawa International Airport - YOW

o Winnipeg Richardson International Airport - YWG

« Billy Bishop Toronto City Airport - YTZ

o Québec City Jean Lesage International Airport - YQB

o Edmonton International Airport - YEG

o Montreal-Trudeau International Airport - YUL

« Halifax Stanfield International Airport - YHZ

Source: https://www.cbsa-asfc.gc.ca/travel-voyage/pik-bip-eng.html

M. A.

Do You Have an Accent? Well. It's Not Your Fault!

} Mina Al Akko

Many of us are familiar with the concept of ac-
cents. Adults can learn a new language, but no
matter how hard they try, they seem to struggle in
mastering the language like a native speaker. It is
not impossible, but it is challenging. Children, on
the other hand, can master new languages and be
as fluent as native speakers.

Before explaining the concept of accents, we need
to define the term phoneme. Phonemes are the
basic units of language. They represent the units
of sounds. Humans are born with the ability to
learn all phonemes, which means that they have

the potential to learn any language they hear (or

see! sign language works similarly to spoken
language). After a couple of months, they will
narrow down those phonemes to the phonemes
of their parents’ language. However, they can re-
gain some of the phonemes, but the older they
get, the harder the process is, and this is why
children can learn languages and master them
as well as native speakers.

This made psychologists hypothesize that hu-
mans have what is called a sensitive period, dur-
ing which language acquisition is most efficient.
To put it simply, our brains are programmed to

receive language during this period, where the

language structure, grammar, and sounds can
be mastered. This holds true for first language
acquisition. If no language was received during
the sensitive period, there is no way to learn any
language (and especially grammar) later in life.
As for the second language, we can still learn
and be fluent in other languages later in life,
but it is very challenging to sound like native
speakers. So, if you want your children to mas-
ter different languages, be sure to expose them
to these languages as early as possible so they

can maintain the phonemes
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w Was the Number 1 Trending Topic on Twitter

Back in January, the Ford government announced several On-
tario Student Assistance Program (OSAP) changes, including
the elimination of the free tuition possibility for low-income
students, elimination of the six-month grace period, increase
loans-to-grants ratios for specific students, and changes in
the income threshold and status of independent students.
The changes also included a 10% tuition reduction.

On Wednesday, June 19th, students received e-mails from
OSAP. They were told to log in the OSAP website and go to

the message center because there were updates to their application
status. After logging in, many post-secondary students across On-
tario were in shock after checking their funding decisions. Some
students were told that they were not qualified to receive funding,
while others received less money with the majority being loans.
One student wrote on Twitter: “I am receiving HALF the amount
of #OSAP funding that I received last year. 'm nearly in tears, as
I worry about being able to afford school this year” The tweet in-
cluded a screenshot of her previous academic year funding, during
which she received $13,218 with $5,717 being grants. As for this
year, she will be receiving $6,861, only $789 are grants.

A 10% tuition reduction will alleviate students from paying
hundreds of dollars. However, the OSAP changes will result
in a reduction of thousands of dollars with more debt on the
students’ shoulders. Even the low-income students are dis-
advantaged because their grants-to-loan ratio dropped. If this
system remains valid, there will be an unfortunate shift in
the Canadian educational system from one that is [relatively]
based on merits to a one that is based on students’ ability to
pay. The University experience will never be the same, and

many students’ potentials will be submerge M. A

A Torontonian Outrage

It has been a stormy week for Ontario’s Premier Doug Ford.
After the backlash that he received from students because of
the changes he made to the Ontario Student Assistance Pro-
gram (OSAP), and following the accusations of nepotism,
Ford is now being criticized by Toronto residents because he
decided to cancel the Canada Day celebration At Queen’s Park

in Toronto.

Laryssa Waler, Ford’s Executive Director of Communications, said,
“For the first time ever, our government is helping hard-working
families celebrate Canada Day by offering free admission to the
first 500 visitors at 10 different Ontario agencies and attractions.
Instead of hosting a single event at Queen’s Park, we are providing
free admission for thousands of people to Canada Day events across
the province”

Celebrating Canada Day at Queen’s Park in Toronto has been a
tradition for more than 50 years. The celebration usually costs
$300,000, and the entrance was free for everyone. The Ford govern-
ment said that the new celebration will cost approximately $80,000,
while the entrance was free for the first 500 visitors in each region.
Many Canadians are still upset about the cancellation, primarily

because it is a tradition.

M. A.

Quebec's
Controversial
Bill-21

The government of Quebec passed a new bill that, according
to the bill's supporters, is a movement towards “secularism”
To put it simply, the bill will ban the expression of all religious
symbols in public sectors. There was a heated debate, espe-
cially between the Quebec Liberal Party, who was against it,
and Parti Québécois, who was for it. The bill ended up being
passed, and now it is illegal for employees in public sectors,
such as teachers, to wear any religious symbol like Crucifixes,
Hijabs, Turbans, or Kippas.

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau criticized Bill-21, saying, “we
do not feel it is a government’s responsibility or in a govern-

ment’s interest to legislate on what people should be wearing”

M. A.

Transit Windsor
Route Changes

On Wednesday, June 19th, the open house “More Than Transit”
was held at City Hall Square to receive the feedback and sug-
gestions of 2000 Windsor residents about the transit service in
Windsor.

Pat Delmore, Transit Windsor executive, says that they are
studying the possibility of making a few route changes. “We're
looking at potentially going from 13 routes to 26 routes, it’s a
huge expansion, .... We are looking at almost doubling the hours
of service we provide in the community. Of course, this a big,
plan and it will take 8 to 10 years to implement.” - says Delmore.
The goal of this step is to make the transit service more efficient
by reducing the travel time and allowing the residents to reach
their destination quickly. Residents can still give feedback up
until July 12th. The final plan will be presented this fall”

M. A.

Be Aware of
Scamming

Newcomers in Canada can be extremely excited for finally
arriving in Canada and living the Canadian experience. The
transition might be difficult at first; learning about the laws
and regulations, the language barrier, and understanding the
cultural differences. One thing that they might not take into
account is scammers.

Scamming has recently become a big issue in Canada for
everyone, but newcomers are easy targets because they are
yet to master the language and might be easily tricked into

believing that the scamming requests are legit.

Scammers love to use the phone to pursue their scamming
goals. Many scammers pretend to be financial institutions
to steal your bank information. Others claim to be Canada
Revenue Agency threatening to put you in prison for tax pur-
poses where in reality, they are calling to steal your informa-
tion. Be aware that the CRA never makes threatening calls,
so never give any information unless you are one hundred
percent sure that it is the actual institution.

Other scammers put “pop-up” windows congratulating you
on winning a cash prize, while others pretend to be on-
line-shopping websites waiting for you to give your credit
card information. If you think that something is too good to
be true (like winning one million dollars for opening a web-
site), do not click on it. You can also avoid being scammed by
shopping on a reputable website, such as Amazon.

Always remember that scammers can come up with new cre-

ative ways to perform their scam, so be careful!

M. A.
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MP Brian Masse....
As Windsor West

On June 9th, 2019, the President of the Iraqi Canadian Group Organization, Dr. Khassan Fouad
Saka, attended the Windsor West Federal NDP Nomination Meeting, during which Member of
Parliament Brian Masse was unanimously elected as the Windsor West New Democratic Party
(NDP) federal candidate. Masse expressed his excitement and discussed some of his future plans.

The meeting was held at the Hellenic Cultural Centre, where many people were wearing orange

to express their support for Masse and the NDP.
The federal election is set to be held on October 21st, 2019.

F_—

Morsi's Death

news.sarmad.com

Egyptian former predent Mohamed Morsi, 67, has suddenly died fol-
lowing a court appearance in Cairo, according to Egyptian State tele-
vision.

The former president, who was also the Muslim Brotherhood leader,
was having his trial session in an espionage lawsuit on Monday, June
17th, for an alleged contact with Hamas when he fainted.

Morsi was serving sentences on convictions of killing Egyptian pro-
testers, espionage involving Qatar and contact with Hamas, and other
convictions. He was sentenced to death in 2015, but the sentence was
overturned the following year.

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan expressed his condolences. He
tweeted: “With great sadness and sorrow, I received the news of the
death of my brother Mohamed Morsi, the first democratically elected
president in Egypt. I call upon the mercy of Mohammed Morsi, one of
the most democratic activists in history. We belong to Allah and to Him

we shall return””
M. A.

Best Cities to Buy Real Estate
in Canada

MoneySense magazine, a Canadian online finance magazine, published a new article that features the 35 best Canadian
cities to buy real estate in 2019. They wrote on Twitter: “It’s live! Our perennially popular Where to Buy Real Estate Now
report by is live on” The city with the lowest average house price was Trois-Riviéres in Quebec while the most expensive
was, not surprisingly, Vancouver. Those two cities were ranked 23rd and 24th, respectively. As for the number one city, the
article’s author described it as “a sleepy underdog who worked hard for the last 10 years to attract global investment.” Can

you guess this city? Here are the top 10 cities that they have chosen:

10- Kelowna - British Columbia. The average house price 5- St. Catharines — Niagara — Ontario. The average house
is $490,760 price is $393,500

9- Ottawa - Ontario. The average house price is $400,800  4- Victoria - British Columbia. The average house price is
8- Abbotsford - Mission - British Columbia. The average $680,800

house price is $822,100
7- Hamilton - Ontario. The average house price is $587,300 2- Guelph - Ontario. The average house price is $527,300

3- Brantford - Ontario. The average house price is $427,322

6- London - Ontario. The average house price is $394,121  1- Windsor - Ontario. The average house price is $313,146

M. A.

UNESCO Agrees to Transfer its
Regional Office to Iraq

The government of Iraq, headed by President Barham Saleh, announced on Thursday that the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) has agreed to transfer its regional office to Iraq. UNESCO has accepted
the invitation of the Iraqi president to move its regional office to Baghdad instead of Amman. The organization allegedly
announced that approval after a phone conversation between the president of Iraq and the Director General of the Organ-
ization, Audrey Azoulay, in cooperation with the Ministry of Culture.

Saleh added: “This step, taken by UNESCO, will strengthen the partnership between Iraq and the Organization and will
reinforce the support of education, culture, science, and heritage in the country, noting that this response will be reflected
positively on the role of the Organization and its work in Iraq, especially the development of education curriculum along
with the technical and vocational training to enhance the capabilities of workers in various vital sectors.

UNESCOs office in Iraq was established in 2003 but was transferred to Amman in 2004 because of the continuous threats.

M. A.
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Open House for Chief of Police Al Frederick, celebrating his retirement after 35 years of committed service. The event welcomed everyone, including

the Mayor of Windsor and city councilors, police chiefs and members, lawyers, members of the media, and the general public. The atmosphere was

n, Educational Degree, Legal, Financial, Birth
rts, IDs, Driving Licenses and more.

filled with joy and appreciation to the service Chief Frederick had provided to everyone in the community. On behalf of members of the Iraqi Can-

adian Group Organization, Dr. Saka provides his ultimate appreciation and gratitude to Chief Frederick, wishing him the best of luck for his future
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S o endeavors. The Deputy Chief Pam Mizuno will become the acting police chief until the new chief is elected.
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