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GIVING BACK | December 2016
We Make a Living by What We Get. We Make a Life by What We Give. 
-Winston Churchill

‘Tis the season to be jolly, but let’s be generous, too, and remember those
less fortunate who are in need. This issue invites our readers, community
partners and regional supporters to give back by highlighting a variety of ways
to help throughout the western suburbs. 

Themed Giving Back, this month’s festive holiday pages feature 10 Chari-
table Crusaders of the Year, 7 Spectacular Ways Kids Can Give Back,
one Hero Teen and many more compelling stories that are inspired by help-
ing others. We hope you are touched by each of them, and we promise many
more captivating resident features in the new year! We invite you to introduce
us to a friend, family member or neighbor who is making a differ-
ence in our community at editorial@glancermagazine.com.  

The more stories we share with our readers, the more
heartfelt our pages are, and this is what fuels our passion
month after month. Glancer Magazine is creatively written
and designed with you in mind, and we thank you for being
our inspiration. We wish you a very Merry Christmas and a
happy, healthy New Year. See you in 2017!

Lindy Kleivo
Publisher/Managing Editor

Publisher’sNOTE

Publishing
12 Issues 
In 2017
Print + Digital Platform
Connecting West 
Suburban Faces + Places

Request a Media Kit....
Subscribe to the Print Edition...
Download Our App....
Follow Us In Social Media....
@GlancerMagazine
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HOLIDAY IN THE GROVE
Saturday, December 3
Holiday in the Grove is a festive com-
munity event that includes Breakfast
with Santa and many other holiday ac-
tivities throughout the day in Sugar
Grove including Mrs. Santa’s Sweet

Shoppe, a Craft Fair, Cookies with Mrs. Claus and more. Holiday in the
Grove was established to continue to run the Sugar Grove Community
Christmas festival. Several community members have volunteered to step
in and continue the tradition for our community. www.holidayinthegrove.org

UGLY SWEATER PARTY • Thursday, December 8
Celebrate the release of Northwind Imperial Stout by wearing the ugliest hol-
iday sweaters around! The person who takes home the award for ‘Ugliest
Sweater’ will get a Two Brothers gift card. The Two Brothers Holiday Market
will return as well featuring Two Brothers Ugly Sweaters, koozies, baked
goods & more. If you’re in the mood to celebrate the holidays in poor fashion
and drink great beer, check it out. No cover, no tickets needed. Two Brothers
Tap House, 30W315 Calumet Ave., Warrenville.

HOMETOWN HOLIDAY FAMILY FUN • Saturday, December 10
FREE Hometown Holiday Family Fun - Come to the heart of downtown
Elmhurst for a free showing of "Elf" at the York Theatre (150 N. York) at 9:30
am. Following the movie, all kids will get an elf hat for pictures with Santa!
Santa will be in the City Centre Plaza from 11 to 1 pm. Send Dad (or the
Grandparents)with the kids so Mom and Dad can get some holiday shopping
in! Elmhurst City Centre, 147 N. York, Elmhurst
www.elmhurstcitycentre.com

LEGO® TRAIN SHOW AT CANTIGNY
Saturday & Sunday, December 10 & 11
The 15th annual Holiday Show produced by the Northern Illinois LEGO®
Train Club is the largest annual show in terms of display and attendance in
DuPage County. 9am-4pm; Admission Fee, Adults: $20 (members $15)
Children: $15 (members $12) Cantigny Park Visitors Center, 1s151 Winfield
Road, Wheaton. www.cantigny.org

INAUGURAL
CHRISTKINDLMARKET
NAPERVILLE
November 25 – December 24:
Thurs 11am-7pm, Fri & Sat
11am – 9pm, Sun 11am- 6pm,
Special Dates Dec 19-23
11am-9pm, Dec. 24 11am-4pm
Discover a traditional centuries-
old outdoor holiday market at
Naper Settlement. Christkindl-

market Naperville is always free and features German and international
vendors displaying hand-crafted and unique gifts as well as traditional 
German foods, sweets and beverages. For further information, or details 
on vendors, special events and entertainment please visit 
www.christkindlmarket.com

CHRISTMAS BRUNCH • Sunday, December 25
Festive Brunch Buffet with Bottomless Champagne, Prime Rib, Crab Legs,
Desserts Galore and More! Hilton Lisle/Naperville, 3003 Corporate W Drive
Lisle, 10:30am-4pm. Adults: $43.95 Children: $20.95. (630) 245-7650

DINE NAPERVILLE
Celebrate the Season & Enjoy All 
that Naperville Has to Offer
The Naperville Convention & Visitors Bu-
reau along with Dine Naperville is ready
to help make your holiday season and
planning effortless.  Whether you need
hotel accommodations for out of town guests, a holiday dinner for friends
and family, host a gathering at a distinctive banquet venue, or just relax
while someone else does the cooking, Naperville is your go-to destination!  
Naperville has over 18 full-service hotels, and hundreds of top-notch restau-
rants and dining choices, there is something to match your desired am-
biance and taste buds.  There is family fun around every corner in
Naperville. Just call 877-23Naper (877-236-2737). Online information can
be found at www.visitnaperville.com and www.dinenaperville.com.  
Enjoy your holidays in Naperville!  

NEW YEAR’S EVE MURDER MYSTERY DINNER
Saturday, December 31
This is every detective's fantasy come true - an opportunity for people with
a passion for murder mysteries, slippery red herrings, diabolical clues and
ingenious detective work to get plunked smack-dab in the middle of a hilar-
ious homicide investigation. Enjoy the atmosphere and fabulous cuisine of
Maggiano's Little Italy but remember... you could become the leading sus-
pect! Family Style Dinner with Cash Bar (bartender accepts CASH only).
Maggiano's Little Italy Oak Brook, 240 Oakbrook Center, Oak Brook. Adults:
$75. (630) 368-0314

CALENDAR NOW AVAILABLE
Motivational speaker Staci Boyer gives
the gift of empowerment to people year
round with the debut of her “Dear
Woman” 2017 Calendar. Boyer is do-
nating 15 percent of each calendar to
Women At Risk (WAR), International, a
Grand Rapids-based, nonprofit organi-
zation, established to create circles of
protection around at-risk women and
children. WAR, Int’l enables the cre-
ation of safe places for women and chil-
dren and also gives a voice to their
silenced cries. WAR operates the WAR Chest Boutique in Naperville.
$12.99 www.shop.teammotiv8nu.com

HAVING AN EVENT? LIST IT HERE!
Contact us at info@glancermagazine.com for details

HOLIDAY

Suburban LIFESTYLE
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ENJOY SMALL PLATES & GREAT
BEERS • All Month Long
Union House offers a small plates con-
cept using fresh and local ingredients
like grass-fed beef, wild-caught
seafood and seasonal produce, sup-
porting local butchers and other local
businesses. Their menu offers a di-
verse range of dishes.  Enjoy a casual
atmosphere, high quality fare, craft
beers and unique wines. 
www.unionhousekitchen.net

HOT NEWS!
Southern Tide Now Open On

Water Street Downtown Naperville

Events
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Standard Market  
333 E. Ogden Ave, Westmont
(630) 366-7030    
1508 Aurora Ave, Naperville
(630) 536-1630     standardmarket.com

A CELEBRATION OF FOOD
December is such a busy month with lots of gatherings of family, friends and
food!  My sister and I have always loved grocery stores and what better place
than Standard Market.  Celebrating five years and locations in Westmont
and Naperville they know how to celebrate food!  Standard Market is not
your ordinary grocery store.  So what makes them different?  From first en-
tering the Westmont location I was greeted with a friendly smile by Michael
in produce.  Did you know you can ask to sample any produce?  They are
committed to sourcing products from the Chicagoland area and Midwestern
producers and growers.  They have a bakery, butcher, offer catering, wine
tastings and even have a cheese aging cave.  Standard Market provides
quality ingredients for all your treasured recipes.

Holiday shopping and parties can keep everyone from having time to prepare
meals.  Standard Market has the solution for that.  Grab a meal to go.  Of-
fering a weekly menu their What’s For Dinner Tonight dinner to go includes
all you need and heating instructions.  We enjoyed the pork schnitzel with
buttered mushroom noodles a salad and blueberry pie.  Another great idea
is the crock pot stew kit containing seasoned beef, vegetables; simply open,
place in crock pot and enjoy.  If you have a little more time and enjoy prepar-
ing your own meal try the Let’s Make a Meal kit.  Tucked inside a bag you
will find a picture recipe card with step by step instructions to make a restau-
rant quality meal.  Pasta lovers they have just the section for you.  Pick one
of the many homemade types of pasta, pair it with a signature sauce add
some warm bread and a fresh salad for a complete family meal.  

If you don’t feel up to prepping, cooking or cleaning why not enjoy a bite at
one of Standard Market’s eateries.  We were delighted by Standard Tacos
and Margaritas at the Westmont location. Chef Alexander Ayala has always
found himself “in a kitchen dancing on the line”.  So it’s no surprise that he
adds a little pizazz to his chipotle chimichurri chicken tacos.
Try out their weekend brunch with Huevos Rancheros,
queso and jam torta or chorizo and egg tamales.  What-
ever you have time for during this holiday make sure
to celebrate food with Standard Market. 

ABOUT THE CRITICS Stephanie (right) & Tiffany (left) Schmoker are west subur-
ban sisters who have always shared a love for dining out and they also enjoy cook-
ing together. They came from a family of 7 and grew up on farm with fresh fruits,
veggies and more. Watch for their review of a different west suburban restaurant in
each issue of Glancer Magazine.

Savory & Sweet Sisters
SHARING WEST SUBURBAN EDIBLES TO LOVE

Silver and Gold… and Orange?
Annnnd.... the holidays are here. Daylight is diminishing, tem-
peratures are falling, and holiday music can be heard every-
where. Despite the hectic rush of the season I’ll admit, I do
enjoy getting together for all of those holiday parties! It’s a fun
opportunity to share some unique wines -- challenging
palates, and possibly turning folks on to a wine they’d nor-
mally not drink or purchase. 
This year I am all about Rebula (Ribolla) which is certainly
one of the lesser known grape varietals. Rebula is a Western
European grape varietal that originated in Greece and came
to Slovenia through Italy, where it thrived in the hilly land-
scape. The bottle I recently tasted is by a French winemaker
who moved to Italy and met a Slovenian woman who wooed
him back to the underrated vines of Slovenia. 
This Rebula happens to be an “Orange Wine”. Orange wines get their color
from skin contact and are generally paired with more robust meals (similarly to
red). Orange wine emerged in the New York wine scene in 2009/2010, as a
funky yet sophisticated pairing for food that NY Sommeliers fell head over Italian
leather shoes for. The related “newness” of orange wine to the American palate
was a success however like a lot of other varieties, the trendiness died down
to an obscurity. 
Trust me on this…add a little orange to the silver and gold of the holidays! Pop
open a bottle, put on a little Bing Crosby, and enjoy the season! The 2012 Kabaj
(Ka-bye) Rebula with orange peel, lemon/lime on the nose, and white

peach/herbal dry finish retails for a holiday-budget friendly $21.
Pair it with a spicy pizza, sausage and peppers, or a rosemary

roasted chicken. Sláinte! 

ABOUT THE WRITER Eric McMillan, The Chicago Wino, is your source for light-
hearted reviews of wine. thechicagowino.com also features links to fun tools like

wine/food pairing, ideal serving temperatures, and "must try" bottles!  Visit
thechicagowino.com for a simple look at some complex flavors. "Like" Eric on Face-

book–The Chicago Wino

FOR WEST SUBURBAN WINE LOVERS

The Chicago Wino

Dining
CABARET

diningCABARET
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There are many residents who give back throughout the year. From helping special needs kids and preventing

bullying, to creating awareness of life changing illnesses and accidental occurrences. These 10 Charitable

Crusaders were chosen for their bravery and their passion.  Each west suburban resident featured here has the

drive and perseverance it takes to move mountains in the community around them, making a heartfelt difference

to others. We are so honored to have been given this opportunity to share their stories with you.

Paul and Gianna DelleGrazie, St. Charles
The Pauly D. Foundation
On June 14, 2014, Paul and Gianna DelleGrazie were forced to live the nightmare most parents fear – the loss of their four-year old son, Pauly, to a drowning accident.
Backed with the knowledge that drowning is the #1 cause of accidental death in children ages 1-5, Paul and Gianna established the Pauly D. Foundation to raise aware-
ness and advocate for water safety and drowning prevention.
Last year, the foundation kicked off their first program in partnership with Coach Bill Wadley from the Ohio State Men’s Swim Team who started working with underpriv-
ileged children where swimming lessons may not be affordable.  The Pauly D Foundation has funded swim lessons for many of these kids, as well as several families
in their local community.  “We are excited about a new partnership with FMC Aquatics and the Natatorium in Westmont planning to open in 2017,” says Paul.  “Our goal
is to provide swim lessons to over 300 children from local low income families next year.” In addition to funding swim lessons, the DelleGrazies found a need in the com-

munity to bump up education in the schools.  “We realized our children were receiving zero education about being in or
near water,” says Gianna.  “We felt this needed to change.”  So, this year, the foundation kicked off five Water Safety Ed-
ucation Assemblies where children from elementary schools, local pool events and early childhood facilities attend an in-
teractive presentation on water safety rules.  Each child is gifted a beach towel with the water safety rules printed on it and
all of them take a pledge to follow the rules. The Pauly D Foundation, only two years in the making is continuously growing
with new partnerships. “We hope to save lives,” explains Paul.  “If we can just save one family the pain that we endured,
our efforts were worth everything.” -MK

Simyra and Zinyra Ross, Aurora
Special Needs Superheroes

As a full-time caregiver for her mother and brother, one wouldn’t think Simyra would have
the time to drive her 20 year old daughter, Zinyra (Z), back and forth to Brookfield Zoo
from Aurora for her job as a Play Partner Assistant at the Hamill Family Play Zoo. But,
after being told by a Speech Therapist that Z should be institutionalized at age 7 due to
her Apraxia of Speech, and watching Z be tormented by middle schoolers in the Chicago
Public School system, Simyra will stop at nothing to ensure her daughter’s happiness
and success. 

At the time, she researched the best schools in the state for children with special needs,
and without hesitation, left her Chicago house and job and relocated to Aurora to enroll Z

at Waubonsie Valley High School. Since moving to the west Suburbs, Z has fully immersed
herself into everything good.  She served as a director for Best Buddies Illinois for the Western

Suburbs and then became an ambassador; and proceeded to develop a Best Buddies program at
Aurora University.  Z is also an athlete for Special Olympics Illinois, as well as Global Messenger for

Special Olympics.  As a Global Messenger she advocates on behalf of all ages with disabilities.  Since she does not wear
her disability, she is redefining what a disability is and spreading awareness. In addition to recently giving a speech at
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Illinois encouraging continued sponsorship of Special Olympics, Z also went to the State Capitol
and promoted work inclusion to the governor, state representatives, and various corporations.  Both Simyra and Zinyra
believe in helping each person find their gift.  Using Simyra’s expertise as a professional seamstress, both mom and daugh-
ter also give their time together to teach sewing to students with special needs.  -KK

12 • Glancer Magazine • DECEMBER 2016 • WEST SUBURBAN EDITION

by Kristen Kucharski 
and Mindy Kyle

Photos by Mike Catuara
and Veronica Adams 
Unless Otherwise Submitted

10Charitable
CRUSADERS
of the year



Jonah Maxwell, St. Charles, The Bully
Jonah, a 7th grade student at Haines Middle School enjoys Tae Kwan Do, basketball, Coding Club, Jazz Lab; as well as, playing
musical instruments. Life is good for Jonah, but that wasn’t always the case. When he moved to Chicago from Ireland in 2011,
he was the smallest kid in his class and had an accent.  He suffered bullying at the age of 7.  Eventually, Jonah found a great
group of friends, but along the way he witnessed ongoing bullying in school. Wanting to make a difference, Jonah’s dad helped
him create a video entitled “The Bully”.  He highlighted the faceless bully on social media, and revealed proof that surrounding
yourself with people who are kind to you, can change your life for the better.   “It’s as easy to be nice, as it is to be mean, and
manners cost nothing,” Jonah says. “The Bully” has been viewed nearly 600,000 times worldwide.  https://youtu.be/IOV7pSoib5s
-KK

Susan Noble, Batavia, Epilepsy Warriors Foundation
More than 3 million people in the United States suffer from epilepsy and seizures
at an estimated cost of 15.5 billion annually.  Sudden Unexplained Death in
Epilepsy (SUDEP) is approximately 1 in 1,000 people with epilepsy annually
– many of them children.  Susan Noble has had the unfortunate experience

of attending funerals for members of family and friends that were affected by epilepsy.  After the last funeral, she decided
enough was enough, and founded the Epilepsy Warriors Foundation with the goal of creating awareness and assisting
families in the local communities with daily living expenses and management of this disease. “It could cost upwards of
$1,600 a month for meds, testing and doctor’s appointments for a child with epilepsy,” explains Susan. “The financial
struggle is real.”  It is her goal to help alleviate some of that burden.  “Our mission is To Empower, To Thrive, To Prevent,
Control and Cure!”  www.epilepsywarriors.org -MK

Leanne Lacewell, Naperville
The Max Lacewell Foundation
When a Diffuse Intrinsic Pontine Glioma (DIPG) brain stem tumor took her young
son, Leanne vowed to honor Max’s memory by giving other kids a fighting chance; thus,
creating The Max Lacewell Foundation, LLC, a 501 (c) (3) non-profit foundation established
to finance medical research for pediatric brain tumors. With the help of family and community members supporting the Best Evuh
Golf Tournament, the Best 5K Evuh, and the Best Day Evuh Gala, the foundation has raised over $750,000 and has donated
$550,000 to Lurie Children's Hospital's Pediatric Brain Tumor Program since 2010.  “I knew we would be able to achieve whatever
we set out to achieve,” Leanne shares.  “Wherever there is love and a will, there is a way.” Leanne’s fight is not simply for her
own son, but she is a Charitable Crusader at heart, supporting Aidan's Army, Benny's World and Donna's Good Things; as well
as, Naperville CARES and Loaves & Fishes.  www.maxlacewell.org -KK

Lisa Lambert, Hinsdale
The Community House
Several years ago, Lisa Lambert’s children started getting in-
volved in many of the various recreational programs offered
up by Hinsdale’s Community House.  As Lisa heard more
about the events and charity programs the organization sup-
ported, she knew she wanted to get more involved. As an ac-
tive board member for almost five years and currently the
co-chair for The Community House’s 75th anniversary cele-

bration, she has been involved in a multitude of fundraisers, celebratory events and awareness programs.
“I am most proud of The Autism Walk ‘school tour’ that I helped launch,” says Lisa about the program that
is partnered with Charlie’s Gift Autism Center, a program of The Community House.  Every April, local
schools raise awareness by encouraging kids through friendly competition amongst the schools to sign
up for the annual Walk for Autism.  “Since we started this five years ago, thousands of students have
come out to support this cause and raise funds for local families dealing with autism.” -KK

Eliza Grace Peters, Geneva, Hear the Cheers
Imagine if every child with hearing loss had the finances to afford the necessary equipment to hear their friends,
family, and teachers.  16-year old, Eliza Grace, knows the true power of wearing bi-lateral hearing aids as she
wears them herself.  She also knows they cost thousands and are not covered by insurance.   
Eliza teamed up with Sarah Spain of ESPN and the Chicago Hearing Society to spread
awareness and raise funds for her organization, Hear the Cheers, which has
raised over $100,000 and helped 35 children in the past 4 years. Making
a difference in her community, Eliza is also the Secretary of the Student
Council at Geneva High School, as well as, the Varsity Girls basket-
ball manager, a sports reporter for GTV (the school TV station),
and involved in Key Club.  Outside of school she dances and par-
ticipates in youth group at First Baptist Church of Geneva.  
www.chicagohearingsociety.org/hearthecheers -KK 

Anne Healy, Downers Grove, Downers
Grove Junior Woman’s Club

When Anne Healy was young, she was heavily inspired by her mother who was the President of their local Junior Woman’s
Club, a philanthropic organization dedicated to supporting the community.  She would drive with her while doing Meals on
Wheels and help with service projects that involved kids.  Fast forward to today, Anne lives in Downers Grove with her hus-
band, Tom and her three children, Tommy (8), Jimmy (7) and Mary Katherine (5) and is now herself, the President of the
Downers Grove Junior Woman’s Club. The club is a group of 70+ women who give freely to help others less fortunate in their
community via fundraising, service projects, volunteer efforts and support of local educators and students.  “I am only one piece
of the puzzle,” says Anne.  “So many of these women give their time and energy to our projects.  We love being connected to this
community we call home and to be able to simply give back.” -MK
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1. RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE
Many organizations have age restric-
tions; but, not Ronald McDonald House;
and now there is a location right in the
west suburbs near Central DuPage
Hospital allowing any age to volunteer
so long as a parent is present.  Make a
Meal, Make Cookies, Organize a Craft,
Help with the Landscaping, etc....so
many opportunities. Ronald McDonald
House at Central DuPage Hospital
www.rmhccni.org

2. FAMILIES HELPING FAMILIES
Families Helping Families in Naperville
has several volunteer opportunities for
parents and their children.  Organize a
neighborhood scavenger hunt collecting
much needed items for their Supply
Closet such as  paper towels, toilet
paper, cleaning products, hygiene
items, and quarters for laundry.  You can
also Volunteer to babysit for clients who
take evening or weekend classes.   
Families Helping Families in Naperville
www.famhelpingfam.org

3. HESED HOUSE 
Children can decorate paper bags for
sack lunches made for Hesed House
guests in Aurora.  Find some paper
lunch bags (brown or white) and some
coloring materials. Gather a group of
friends or classmates that are feeling
creative and go to town!  Hesed House
makes about 100 sack lunches per day
for our guests to take to school or work. 
Hesed House Aurora 
www.hesedhouse.org

4. GENEVA PUBLIC LIBRARY
Do your teens love the library? This is
their opportunity to help staff make this
library the special place it is. Tasks may
include assisting with craft preparation,
creating decorations, copying & collat-
ing, sorting materials, tidying up com-
puter areas, taking pictures at library
events, cleaning books, and more. One-
hour time slots are available. For teens
entering grades 6–8. Geneva Library,
teenvolunteers@gpld.org

5. SHARING CONNECTIONS
Providing furniture and household items
to families coping with a crisis like do-
mestic violence, returning or homeless
veterans, job loss, or financial hardship,
there are many volunteer opps open.
Kids must be at least 14 years of age to
volunteer without adult supervision.
Children 12-13 years of age can volun-
teer when accompanied by an adult and
can volunteer for 3 hours max. Due to a
warehouse setting, children under age
12 are encouraged to participate in per-
sonal care, cleaning supply or group
collections that can be managed off site.
www.sharingconnections.org

6. DUPAGE HABITAT 
FOR COMMUNITY
Relying on thousands of volunteers
every year to carry out their mission –
providing opportunities for homeowner-
ship to limited-income families or indi-
viduals. Building with Youth is a 4-part
program that involves learning about
Habitat, helping DuPage Habitat by
doing at least two approved activities
and reflecting on the experience. Each
participant who completes the program
will be presented with an award of par-
ticipation. This program can be imple-
mented at the convenience of their
youth volunteers. 
www.dupagehabitat.org

7. LOAVES & FISHES 
1 in 5 kids can’t count on three meals a
day. Now, kids aged 6+ can help feed
other local children via service parties at
Loaves & Fishes! In groups of 6-12 (ac-
companied by one adult for every 4 chil-
dren), kids can learn about L&F’s
mission by watching a brief video then
get directly involved in one or more of
the following:
• Build emergency food boxes
• Pack healthy snack bags for kids
• Bundle diapers for babies
• Fill the shelves of our grocery market
www.loaves-fishes.org

Compiled by Lindy Kleivo and Kristen Kucharski \

Giving back not only helps those in need, but it also helps ourselves to feel com-

plete. When we give to others we are sharing our hope for a better community, our

wish for health and happiness for those less fortunate and so much more. As par-

ents, it’s important that we instill these same beliefs in our children. Here are 7

Spectacular Ways Kids Can Give Back throughout the western suburbs. 

Ways Kids Can Give Back



Mom’s Little Black Book
MONTHLY COLUMN

BEGINNERS, JUMPERS,
AND ZIGZAGGERS

Wilmot Mountain has been around
since the 1930s, but is as Epic as
ever as they are now a part of the Vail
Resorts family with a $13 million dol-
lar renovation project making unbe-
lievable changes to their base lodge,
snowmaking infrastructure, lifts and
terrain park; as well as, adding a ded-
icated children’s learning center and
beginner area.

Wilmot was the first to master the art
of snowmaking in the Midwest, so re-
gardless if our winter is bringing us
flurries or inches, I love the flexibility
to go skiing and snowboarding
through most of the colder months.

I was first drawn to the resort be-
cause it was only 1.5 hours away
from my south Naperville home and
featured a state of the art covered
magic carpet on their tubing hill.  It
was awesome riding up in style and
comfort to thoroughly enjoy the free-
dom of the wind blowing through our
hair at speeds of nearly 40 mph!  The
girls and their friends loved docu-
menting their tubing journey on
SnapChat which recorded their exact
speed (and screams) as their ca-
reened down the mountain.

The 23 unique runs at Wilmot Moun-
tain offer varied terrain for all skiers
and snowboarders; from novices to
experts, including a mogul field plus
two terrain parks with progressive
jumps, rails, and jib features.

We loved the multiple ski lifts which
allowed for short wait lines and a re-
laxing way to get to the top; and as
usual, after watching the 3 year olds
make it look easy, I confidently went
with the girls from the easiest runs to

the most difficult Black Diamond runs.
As history has proven time and again
– my skis went flying, I went tumbling,
and everyone got a great laugh!   
-Kristen Kucharski

Overview
Tube, ski, and/or snowboard day or
night on Wilmot Mountain’s multiple
runs which offer varied terrain for all
levels from novices stepping onto the
snow for the very first time, to experts
looking to push themselves and their
sport.

Wilmot Mountain, Inc.
11931 Fox River Road
Wilmot, WI 53192
(262) 862-2301
www.WilmotMountain.com

Hours: Main Ski Area:  Mon-Fri:
10am-10pm, Sat, Sun & Holidays:
9am-10pm
Tubing Hours:  Mon-Thu:  4pm-9pm,
Fri: 4pm-10pm, Sat, Sun & Holidays:
9am-10pm

Price $:  $44-$64 Adult Lift Tickets;
$39-$59 Child/Senior Lift Tickets (12
and under/65+); Free for 4 and
Under; Group Discounts and Equip-
ment Rental available; Tubing $25
Unlimited Monday-Thursday; Tubing
$30 Weekend 2 HR Session

ABOUT THE WRITER
Naperville mom Kristen Kucharski graduated
from Illinois State University in 1992 with an In-
ternational Business Degree.
She is married and has two
energetic daughters and
her house is always full
of children.  Kristen’s
column titled, Mom's
Little Black Book, is a
monthly feature writ-
ten for moms who are
looking for ways to keep
their kids busy. 

THEONI’S MOST WONDERFUL TIME OF 
THE YEAR - READER SING-A-LONG
It’s the most wonderful tiiiiiime of the yeeeeear.  When I go to my basement
and bring up the boxes filled with holiday cheeeeeer! It’s the hap-happiest
seeeeason of all!  There’ll be Elves that need hiding while parents are fighting
about where to set that darn Eeeelf!  There’ll be scary ghost….Wait! What?
Ahh, so the ghost is responsible for all those little Elf hands being sewn to-
gether!

Speaking of Elves, a free showing of my all time favorite movie ELF will be
on the big screen at the MAC in Glen Ellyn, December 11 at 1pm.  Christmas
Village at the Abbington will be held on December 4 from 9:15-2:30pm.  This
free event sponsored by Westline Church welcomes all to experience the
story of Christmas.  Live music, crafts, reindeer, horse drawn sleigh rides, in-
door train rides they have it all!  

A Sugar Plum Tea  and enchanting performance of the Nutcracker Ballet re-
turn to North Central College. Ballet West of Naperville takes the stage fea-
turing local and international dancers. December 2-4. Contact Ballet West for
Tea information.

Kids can't sit through a ballet? I have the perfect alternative!  Take a walk
through Symphony Woods at Morton Arboretum’s  “Illumination.” Enjoy
the sounds of Tchaikovsky’s Nutcracker as you watch the lights dance across
the trees! This interactive mile long stroll is divided into various themes and
styles of lighting. Illumination runs through December. Tickets sell out fast!
Visit www.mortonarb.org.

CASA Kane County will kick off December with a kids Holiday Carnivale!
Carolers will greet families at Riverside Receptions in Geneva on December
1 from 4:30-7:00pm.  This all inclusive winter themed evening will include a
visit from Santa and Elsa!  Buffet, special “sweet” stations and many kids ac-
tivities. Limited tickets available. wwwcasakanecounty.org

No matter how cold the weather might be on December 2, people will come
out by the thousands for the downtown Geneva Christmas Walk. Swedish
traditions are showcased, dancing ballerinas in windows, candy canes made
fresh as you watch!  The Holiday House Tour featuring five unique Geneva
homes will leave you inspired with entertaining and decorating ideas. Decem-
ber 2 & 3, traditional tea included. Visit www.geneveachamber.com.

Wishing you all a safe and blessed holiday. Thank you read-
ers for your kindness and encouragement this past year!
2017 her we come!

ABOUT THE WRITER Theoni Limouris is a graduate of of St.
Cloud State University. She credits her degree in Education for
setting her up to succeed in both the classroom and Corporate
America.  As a busy wife and mother of 2, you will find her
buzzing around the western suburbs in her VW Beetle watching
people slug each other all day long. 

Modern
HOUSEWIVES
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holiday GIFTS

Southern Tide Is New on Water Street
Southern Tide is a men's, women's, and children’s clothing store
located at 120 Water Street in the new Water Street District.  Of-
fering high-quality apparel with classic style, modern design ele-
ments, and fresh use of color, you’ll find the perfect gift for everyone
on your list at Southern Tide Naperville. From modern polo shirts,
button downs, and graphic tees for him to dresses, tops, and
loungewear for her, your holiday shopping will be a snap! 
Locally owned. www.southerntide.com
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Give the Gift of Nature
Membership at The Morton Arboretum
makes a thoughtful gift. Recipients can ex-
plore the 1,700 acres of trees that make
this a living laboratory. Families can share
the award-winning Children's Garden.
Guests will return all year for special
events that celebrate every season. Mem-
bership also supports the Arboretum's
work as the champion of trees, making this
a gift with a deeper purpose. Use code
12016 for $10 off new gift memberships
when you call (630) 719-2453 
or visit www.mortonarb.org/join-today.
Offer valid through January 3, 2017

Downtown Naperville
Gift Cards
Give the gift that allows them to
choose with a Downtown Naperville
gift card! For use at over 150 shops
and restaurants. Two designs to
choose from — an all season card
(not pictured) or a new holiday de-
sign (shown). No fees to purchase!
May be purchased in person or on-
line and mailed to you or a lucky re-
cipient.

Downtown Naperville Alliance
Main Street Promenade
55 S. Main St.,
Suite 351, Naperville
(630) 544-3372
www.downtownnaperville.com

The Gift of Relaxation with 
Elements Massage Geneva
Relax, you’ve found the perfect gift at 
Elements Massage. The most wonderful
time of the year can also be the most
stressful. When you give the gift of mas-
sage The Elements Way TM  you’re giv-
ing your loved one a personalized
session of bliss that promotes relaxation
and less stress.  After all, ‘tis the season
to Let Yourself Go!  Call or visit our web-
site for a variety of holiday gift card and
package specials. 

Elements Massage, Geneva
www.elementsmassage.com/geneva
(630) 232-7335

Velvet Grace– 
All Things Beautiful
Crisp Siberian Fir needles. Heartening
Cedarwood. Relaxing Sandalwood. Frasier
Fir, a holiday tradition that feels right at home.
Fill your surroundings with long-lasting fra-
grance and pure, welcoming ambiance. Treat
yourself or someone special to Frasier Fir
candles at Velvet Grace. Also enjoy our spec-
tacular display of Christmas décor with just
the right amount of sparkle to warm your
heart and soul! 

Velvet Grace, 4025 US 34 Oswego
(630) 636-6570 • www.velvetgrace.net



KARISMA BOUTIQUE
WHAT YOU KNOW AND WHAT YOU DON’T KNOW

On a beautiful fall day, after riding my bike to downtown Naperville with my
friend, we decided to stop at the “shop on top”, a little hidden treasure
named Karisma Boutique.  It is located on the 2nd floor of the old yellow
house on Washington, next to Potbelly.  Once we walked upstairs, our eyes
lit up to the display of trendy and fun new fall fashions.  The boutique was
opened seven years ago by Ginger Makowski.  Her daughter Jen’s
charisma was the inspiration for the boutique’s name.  Karisma just recently
expanded their top floor space.  “We really needed more room; it allows us
to bring in more clothing and apparel for our clients,” explains Ginger.  “New
merchandise comes in every few days, and it can fly off the rack quickly.”
Today, the new room feels cozy with their soft knit sweaters, warm hats and
winter accessories.

“Our customers tell us they like shopping here because of our customer
service,” says Ginger.  “We offer on-hold service, complimentary alterations,
gift wrap and even personal styling to help find the right look.”  Karisma also
offers fun Girls Night Out parties and fundraisers and is always participating
in the downtown Naperville and surrounding area events and charity pro-
grams.

Karisma offers an array of designers whose fashions were selected solely
on their uniqueness.  “We shop through hundreds of vendors,” explains Gin-
ger, “and we only choose what we think is trendy for that season.”  This
year, she says, it is boho chic, plaid, fringe, and layers.  Plus, they rarely
have duplicates of their jewelry and accessories.  There was just so much
at this boutique that I wanted to purchase and try on, but it was time to take
the ride home.  Before I left, though, I grabbed a stylish new hat and a pair
of lacey boot socks to match it!  Be sure to visit this special boutique for
your own holiday outfits and gifts.– Mindy Kyle

Karisma Boutique
232 S. Washington St., Naperville

ABOUT THE WRITER
Mindy Kyle graduated from the University of Illinois in Communications
and has a masters degree in creative writing from DePaul University.  She
is a regular feature and column writer for Glancer Magazine and a
Naperville mom of three.  She enjoys spending rare free time shopping in
the small neighborhood stores and boutiques to find fashions and treasures
– and of course, shoes! - that uniquely portray her personality and style.  

The Unique Boutique
MONTHLY COLUMN

Photos by Veronica Adams

THE PERFECT GIFT FOR
SOMEONE SPECIAL
BOTTLE & BOTTEGA – Give the
gift that will make memories to last a
lifetime– a Bottle & Bottega gift cer-
tificate!  Paired with a bottle of fa-
vorite wine, apron, and/or fabulous
frame, it’s the PERFECT gift for your
BFF, mom, sister, aunt, teacher, or
special loved one! Available for pur-
chase at our studio or download and
print online!  Bottle & Bottega Glen Ellyn,
498 Crescent Blvd., Glen Ellyn
(630) 984-4955
www.bottleandbottega.com/glen-ellyn

HOLIDAY FITNESS FASHION
GYM CHIC – Looking for that extra
motivation to help you reach your fit-
ness goals? Brand new to the Down-
town St. Charles scene, Gym Chic is
an exclusively women's athletic ap-
parel boutique. Shop over 25 lines in-
cluding Alo Yoga, Onzie, Splits59,
Beyond Yoga and more! Complete
your new fitness style with a colorful
Sweaty Band or try a shimmery
headband by Sparkly Soul. 
151 S. 1st Street, St. Charles
www.gymchic.net 

ALL THINGS BEAUTIFUL
VELVET GRACE – Let your Christ-
mas shine with the perfect amount of
sparkle with beautiful home décor,
inspirational art, gifts, jewelry, and
candles to treat yourself or someone
special. Velvet Grace is a proud re-
tailer of the easy-to-use Annie Sloan
Chalk Paint®.  Also check out our
creative classes, perfect for a ladies
night out!  No artistic ability required-
refreshments provided! 4025 US 34
Oswego • (630) 636-6570 
www.velvetgrace.net

Boutique
SECRETS

COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
NONA JO’S – Let Nona Jo's 
help 'Wrap' up your holiday season.
Holiday Hours
Monday 9:30-5pm
Tuesday 9:30-5pm
Wednesday 9:30-5pm
Thursday 9:30-7pm
Friday 9:30-5pm
Saturday 9:30-5pm
Sunday 10am-3pm
Enjoy the ever-changing mix 
of unique home accessories and 
fabulous gift giving pieces. 
410 W. Fifth Avenue,
Naperville • www.nonajos.com

Glancer Magazine • DECEMBER 2016 • WEST SUBURBAN EDITION • 17

Suburban LIFESTYLE



18 • Glancer Magazine • DECEMBER 2016 • WEST SUBURBAN EDITION

Suburban LIFESTYLE



FIND A UNIQUE HOLIDAY
PIECE FOR THAT
FINISHING TOUCH
There’s just something about the holiday
season that makes us giddy about home
decor. With so many beautifully festive decor
ideas to choose from, whatever your style
may be, be sure to visit this home decor
west suburban favorite to pick up
that extra special piece. 
From lanterns and ornaments, to 
mantel pieces, festive signs and 
candles– one trip to this shop will leave
you merry & bright all season long. 
You’ll also love the wide array of gift
ideas for teachers & hostesses.  

Nona Jo’s Boutique
(630) 355-4488
410 W. Fifth Avenue, Naperville

FESTIVE FROLIC
Festively fashion your holiday table by layering Juliska din-
nerware.  We love how lush the Ruby Country Estate Winter
Frolic plates look set atop the swirls of red, snowy white and
evergreen Firenze Noel chargers.  The different country
scenes depicted in Country Estate weave a charming narra-
tive though its hand painted brushstrokes.  The North Pole
and its cast of reindeer, elves, Santa and Merry Claus are
whimsically captured in the Reindeer Games collection of
plates.  Enhance the table with a forest of brilliant Simon
Pearce glass evergreens.

Marcel's Culinary Experience
490 N. Main St Glen Ellyn
(630) 790-8500
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DIY CRAFTS MAKE SOME
GREAT MEMORIES
Sometimes we don’t think we have what it
takes to be crafty, but with the help of web-
sites like Pinterest and Craft Gawker, the
possibilities are limitless. Invite some of
your favorite gal pals over and get to work!
Enjoy fun projects such as unique holiday
ornaments, door wreaths, Christmas
cards, table settings, gift wrap and so
much more. Have no fear, where there
is a will to craft, their is a beautiful path
to get you there and it’s called modern-
day technology! Enjoy.
Visit www.pinterest.com and
www.craftgawker.com today. 

home LIFE

holidayDESIGN

THE GIFT OF 
A NEW KITCHEN
Choose a beautiful kitchen design to love!
The Vineyard Chic staff will create (or recre-
ate) all facets of your kitchen and their out-
standing craftspeople and experienced
tradespeople will complete the job on time
and at budget. Whether you choose new or
update your existing cabinets, their creatively
designed kitchens can be tailored to fit a va-
riety of budgets and tastes. WINNER: 
Remodeling Magazine Design Merit Award

Vineyard Chic Kitchen and
Bath Design Center 
211 James Street, 
Geneva, (630) 464-1334
www.vineyardchic.com



home LIFE
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$1,499,000
9 Hidden Lake Dr., Burr Ridge
With it's timeless design, enduring quality & craftsmanship this classic
home custom built by Dave Knecht is a captivating masterpiece. Sophis-
ticated open floor plan, 5 Bedrooms 4.2 Baths with uncompromising at-
tention to detail. Super location close to the Burr Ridge Village Center with
restaurants, shops, walking paths-perfect! Please contact Kris Berger, at
630-975-0088, KBerger@koenigrubloff.com

Local
LISTING TO LOVE♥

WEST SUBURBAN 
REAL ESTATE

Chicago’s west suburban real estate market boasts a variety of unique homes

that are for sale in beautiful neighborhoods with award-winning school districts

and more. We invite you to schedule a tour of your favorite featured property

today and get to know the listing agents for your next move! 

Local
LISTINGS TO LOVE♥

$969,000
820 N. Loomis, Naperville
Fabulous opportunity to build your dream home in walking distance to
the train station and a short bike ride to downtown Naperville.  Lakewest
Custom Home Builders already has state of the art building plans in place
for this tear down home - we are just waiting for a buyer to offer their se-
lections of preference in design, colors and layout.  Susan Colella-Realtor,
Baird and Warner Naperville. 630-946-3813, Certified Luxury Home 
Marketing Specialist

Local
LISTING TO LOVE♥
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SpotlightOn
B U S I N E S S   F E A T U R E S

Thankful Business Owner 
of Opal Enterprises
Happy Holidays to our wonderful community! As a
business owner in the remodeling industry, I am
excited for the festive season! We are making
strong pushes to get home’s updated in time so
homeowners can enjoy their new siding or win-
dows as guests are invited over. It brings us joy to
get positive feedback from customers who love
their home’s again and want to show off improve-

ments made.  The holiday season also signals a wind-down of another busy
year. I am looking forward to the chance to get those measuring sticks out
and evaluate how we fared as an organization in 2016 and what to strategize
on as we go into the new year with all the prior year’s lesson’s learned! 

OpalEnterprises.Net
Showroom 127 Ambassador Drive, Suite 159, Naperville
Info@opalenterprises.net • (630) 355-6557 

Opal Enterprises

Making 
Your Move 
Successful
The Pickens & Placko
Team are determined to
get you to your next des-
tionation.. With their ag-
gressive marketing plan
and their do what it
takes attitude, they get
the job done even when
others have not.  They
have been helping buy-
ers and sellers for over 20 years achieve their goals.  Their market knowledge
and strategic negotiating skills are what has earned them Baird & Warner
Naperville’s top team in sales volume for the last 4 years. 

Holly Pickens (630) 253-3428 
Margaret Placko (630) 542-6682 
pickensandplackoteam@bairdwarner.com 

Home Design Excellence 
You Won’t Forget
Building Relationships One Space at a Time
A family owned and operated business,  at Cupboards Chicago Design Group  it
is their goal to offer a higher level of customer service and sophistication to each
and every individual project.  Whether you’re remodeling  your kitchen, updating
your bathrooms or finishing your basement, the Cupboards Chicago team will pro-
vide you with a level of design excellence you won’t soon forget.  Located in
Naperville, their award-winning team combines over 50 years of expertise.  They
look forward to partnering with you to create your beautiful and functional dream
home. 

Cupboards Chicago Design Group • (630) 267-0440, 
www.cupboardsltd.com • stephanie@cupboardsltd.com

Beautiful Door 
Replacement 
The Easy Way
Door replacement is now the fastest and eas-
iest way to makeover your entire home. Relax
as HomeStory door experts digitally measure
your existing doorframes and upload those
measurements to a manufacturing facility
where your new doors are custom milled to fit
your doorways. Your doors are custom cut and
painted with professional grade paint for a 
factory finish.  

Avoid the hassle and mess of contractors
sprawled all over your front lawn or in your driveway as they saw, sand, shim, and
paint doors to get them to fit. HomeStory Chicago is the leading door expert in all
of Chicagoland. Choose from a large selection of custom fitted interior door re-
placement options and transform your house into the home of your dreams! -Sub-
mitted

HomeStory Of Chicago
(847) 892-4899 • www.homestorychicago.com

home LIFE
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Re-Imagine Your Home in 
2017with Roseland
Draperies
This is the perfect month to start re-imaging your home
for 2017! Roseland has provided more than just window
treatments to the western suburbs for over thirty years.
We can help you give your home the update you want
by tying in bedding, headboards, table linens, slipcov-
ers and reupholstery that will make your furniture look
like new.
We’re celebrating the holidays with extra “Daily Deals,”
delivered right to your inbox, all through the month. Visit
our website at RoselandDraperies.com to sign up for
all our design tips and special promotions. You can

even book an appointment! Or call us today, even if you need an appointment for

after the holidays, and get a jump on 2017!

Roseland Draperies of Naperville
Schedule an Appointment Today! (630) 355-1565
www.roselanddraperies.com

Westbrook 
Senior Living  
The hustle and bustle of the holiday
season is upon us. This time of year
can bring about different challenges
for seniors – particularly when it
comes to their health.  Healthy living
can actually slow down premature

aging and prevent many seniors from ending up in the hospital due to health
related injuries.
Lack of adequate nutrition and socialization prompt many families to con-
sider a move for a family member. You know your parents better than any-
one else and know what is considered odd or changed behavior.  Open up
the dialogue. Ask your parents if they are worried about being alone, if they
worry about their personal safety and health?  Do they want to regain their
independence? If you or your folks answered yes to at least one of these
questions, it may be time to consider a move into a senior living community.
Westbrook Senior Living is a brand new community in the Village of Stream-
wood, Illinois offering a continuum of care including independent living, as-
sisted living, transitional memory care and memory care. We help our
residents retain their independence and dignity, while also providing the
highest levels of service and care. 

For more information and to set up a tour, please call (630) 796-6111. 
Westbrook Senior Living, 110 W Schaumburg Road, Streamwood, IL
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Luxury Home 
Marketing Specialist
A second-generation Realtor who is also an ex-advertising
executive, Christine draws on her unique upbringing and
experience to deliver a special balance of insight and ef-
fectiveness. Each of her high-end properties enjoys its own
finely tuned campaigns. 
She utilizes target marketing resources that zero in on ap-
propriate buyers with discernment. She has access to a
separate, broad reaching INTERNATIONAL MLS system,
which expands her homes’ exposure beyond a regular MLS
posting. The results are excellence, driven by passion.

Check her out online and see why elite clientele entrust Christine with their distinc-
tive properties.

Christine Thompson, Baird & Warner-Founders' Club
Institute for Luxury Home Marketing-Million Dollar Guild
Cell/Text (630) 853-2370 • www.ChristineThompsonSellsHomes.com

home LIFE

Joan Kaufman, FASID:
2016 Designer of Distinction
The Designer of Distinction award honors a professional
designer who, over the course of their interior design ca-
reer, has established a body of superior work demonstrat-
ing creativity, excellence, and innovation. 

A strong leader in eco-friendly design, Joan Kaufman’s firm,
Interior Planning & Design, Inc., also received the 2015 De-
sign Excellence Award for Springbrook Animal Care center.
Her firm is nationally recognized for Lighting Design and
innovative kitchen design. 

Interior Planning & Design, Inc. 
623 E. Ogden Ave., Naperville
(630) 848-2119 • www.interiorplanning.com

Christine
Thompson

All About the 
Christkindlmarket..... 
The Christkindlmarket Chicago is excited to
host a suburban location of the Christkindlmar-
ket you have come to know and love at Naper
Settlement. The Christkindlmarket Naperville
is a German outdoor holiday market featuring
over 35 vendors from around the world who
display hand-crafted ornaments, crafts and
unique holiday gifts as well as traditional Ger-

man foods, sweets and beverages. The Christkindlmarket Naperville will cel-
ebrate the season at their new home at Naper Settlement (523 S. Webster,
Napervillle) with all the joy and tradition of the original market in Chicago. Ex-
perience this beloved Chicagoland tradition Nov. 25-Dec. 24: Thurs 11am-
7pm, Fri & Sat until 9pm, Sun until 6pm.  Special dates include Dec. 19-23:
11am-9pm.  Admission is FREE!  www.christkindlmarket.com/naperville 
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A GREAT GIFT♥
myBody Facial
Peel
The myBody Facial Peel is the
first ever peel that uses topical
probiotic bioactives. Topical pro-
biotics are non-living molecules
extracted from specific strains of
body- friendly bacteria and are
proven to stimulate skin immu-
nity. Safe, biomimetic and symbi-
otic with the skin, this class of
topical probiotics is known in the
scientific community as Probiotic
Derived Bioactives (PDB). This
youth boost peel is different than
other chemical acid peels. This
peel has no excessive peeling,
works from the inside out, there is
no down time, and is absolutely
painless. Many patients see in-
stant results such as smoothing,
brightening and tightening and
notice long term benefits like re-
texturizing and wrinkle relaxing.

Wrinkle Free Beauty
With Juvéderm® therapy at Dr. Elborno Cen-
ter/Bellasense Med Spa a colorless gel called
hyaluronic acid is injected into the treatment
area.
Hyaluronic acid is naturally created by the
body, and acts as a sponge to absorb water
and store it under the skin, lending your face
a fuller, youthful appearance.
Within the Juvéderm® family of products there
are also several options to consider depending
on the condition you wish to address. For ex-
ample, Juvéderm® Ultra Plus is a thicker gel
used to fill deeper furrows in the skin, while Ju-
véderm® Ultra is a thinner solution for smooth-
ing away fine lines. Both options last for up to
one year with just a single treatment.

Microblading & Eyebrows
The microblading procedure for eyebrows can
mimic the appearance of hair in the brow line.
Anyone who desires more fullness of the
brows will love the procedure (and the time
saved not applying makeup!) Those who used
to apply pencil can go swimming, play tennis,
or wipe their forehead without the embarrass-
ment of losing their eyebrows. Those suffering
from alopecia (hair loss) are pleasantly sur-
prised at how natural it looks.

www.elbornocenters.com

Ask About
Eyebrow
Microblading

BEFORE AFTER

healthBEAUTY
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LearningRx Naperville
Offers Tips for Improving
Comprehension  
• Choose age appropriate books.  
• Use visual aids to help your child visualize
concepts.  Visualizing is critical for compre-
hension.
• Encourage them to use reasoning, problem
solving, and memory before, during and after
reading.
• If your child is over ten and still struggles with
comprehension, have their cognitive skills
tested. Successful reading relies on our cog-
nitive skills, and even one weak skill can make comprehension more diffi-
cult than it needs to be.

Lori Bloomfield - Owner/Director
LearningRx, 1280 Iroquois Ave, Suite 400, Naperville
(630) 470-9631 •  www.learningrx.com/chicago-naperville

Meet the Doctor
at French MedSpa
Dr. Karen French, D.C. graduated with
a B.S. from DePaul University and
went on to the National University of
Health Sciences graduating with a dou-
ble-Bachelor in Science as well as her
Doctorate in Chiropractic. In private
practice since 2002, Dr. French,D.C.
has built French Med Spa around the
growing needs of today's clients. She
received extensive training at the IPL
and Laser Educational Institute in New
York and Arizona Cosmetic IPL Laser

Safety Training. Here at French Med Spa & Cryothérapie, we want our clients
to love their surroundings and feel at home while receiving customized, state
of the art, treatments. French Med Spa & Cryothérapie is a leading aesthetics
office where Dr. French has thoughtfully selected amazing treatment options
to maximize our clients’ results. 

1-866-TRY-CRYO (879-2796) or 1-630-979-5991
2020 Dean St. Suite B. St. Charles
www.frenchmedspa.com

JANE BOETTCHER, NAPERVILLE

The Merry Tutor Book Drive
Inspired by her fourth grade science teacher, Mrs.
Nolan, and her seventh grade English and Social
Studies teacher, Mrs. Barr, 17-year old, Jane
Boettcher, was made to feel like she could change
the world.  

"They not only made me want to make a difference
myself, they made me want to inspire others in the
community, such as my tutors and tutees, to make
a difference too,” Jane says of her role as the
founder of The Merry Tutor in Naperville.  “We are
working to shape learners to become teachers and
active contributors to the community.”

Not only is Jane providing free academic support to
local students, but she is also the co-founder of the
Naperville North H.S. Future Problem Solving Club;
Executive Editor of Vertigo Literary magazine; a
member of the Latin program and Illinois Junior
Classical League conventions; and she has actively
played piano for the past 14 years.

With a passion for reading as well, Jane used her
resources and connections through The Merry
Tutor to organize a book drive for the 26,000 stu-
dents of Livingston Parish Public Schools of Baton
Rouge who had lost so many of their books to flood-
ing.

“I wanted to make sure those students had the same opportunity to learn through
books,” Jane said.  The book drive was so well received; Jane and her team col-
lected nearly 8000 books that were transported to Louisiana thanks to the do-
nated services of ML International Expo Logistics and Hassett Air Express.

Hats off to this terrific teen! –Kristen Kucharski

KNOW A WEST SUBURBAN HERO RESIDENT?
Introduce Us at editorial@glancermagazine.com
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Lori Bloomfield, Owner/Director

HeroTeen

The Bellasense
Difference
The Dr. Elborno Center/Bellasense Med
Spa is more than just your everyday
anti-aging and regenerative medi-spa.
Serving the West Suburbs and Chicago,
this center combines anti-aging treat-
ments and beauty to take care of your
health inside and out. This medi- spa fa-

cility was established April 2014 after several years of research on the best
protocols and treatments to ensure that they only offer their clients the best
in anti-aging and spa treatments.  Services include, but are not limited to,
Botox & Dermal Fillers, Eyebrows Microblading, Eyeliner & Lips permanent
Makeup, Paramedical Areola, Non-Surgical Celebrity Face Lift, Skin Re-
juvenation & Skin Tightening, Hydrafacial Treatment, Chemical Peels,
Laser Hair Removal and Eyelash Extensions. All of the services provided
at this facility are safe and done only by certified technicians. OSHA and
CDC guidelines are followed along with single use sterile needles and me-
chanical parts that are properly disposed of after each client.

Dr. Elborno Center/ Bellasense Med Spa
6747 Kingery Hwy, Willowbrook
(630) 568-3862 / (630) 828-2996

Dr. Karen French, D.C.

Photos by Veronica Adams
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CELEBRATE THE HOLIDAYS WITH A MORE BEAUTIFUL YOU
Beauty is being the best possible version of yourself on the inside and out. Hol-
iday season has always been the time for recharging your beauty. At Forever
25 Medical Center/ Chicago CoolSculpting Center we have always been devoted
to providing the latest in medical science like CoolSculpting and CoolAdvantage
that fight the unwanted bulge in many areas of the body, using the controlled
freezing technology that was developed at Harvard and Mass General Hospital. 

With the new CoolAdvantage technology, CoolSculpting delivers an even better
patient experience that offers shorter treatment time, nearly 50% faster, with
45% improvement in patient comfort during the treatment. The new CoolAdvan-
tage provides also larger cooling area with more tissue treated. 

We also provide Dermal fillers that provide an FDA-approved solution to smooth-
ing out unwanted age lines and adding volume beneath the surface of the skin,
where volume loss caused sagginess and aging features. There is no downtime,
and their effects can be seen immediately, and patients are wowed with the way
they look after injections.

There are many types of dermal fillers.The right product is chosen based on the
condition you wish to address. Generally dermal fillers will restore volume in the
middle and lower face, resulting in youthful and rested look. Botox works very
well in smoothing expressive wrinkles in the upper face , such as the glabellar
frown lines between the eyebrows, forehead wrinkles, and crow’s feet. Individ-
ualized consultation is the way to go about choosing the right type of cosmetic

procedure that is right for you. 

about the writer Dr Suwan is a medical doctor, cosmetic and anti-

aging specialist with extensive certifications in cosmetic proce-
dures, Botox, Dermal fillers/ liquid facelift, vampire PRP facelift,
FRACTORA and Radio Frequency face/ neck lift and tightening.
Medical and cosmetic laser procedures, laser and PRP hair
restoration. Prescription med for weight loss, supplements, meal

replacement programs. Laser, CoolSculpting, ultrasound and
Radio frequency, for body contouring. For more info visit 

www.forever25.com or call (630) 420-8080.

Glancer Magazine • DECEMBER 2016 • WEST SUBURBAN EDITION • 29

Good Therapy
Struggling through a life transition such
as a new relationship, divorce, empty
nest & single parenting? Good Therapy
therapists can help! Specializing in
working with couples and women in life
transitions. Their goal is to empower
women to re-define identities, build self-
awareness & self-esteem. Also working
with teens & adults who suffer from de-
pression, anxiety or mood disorders, as
well as drug & alcohol abuse. 50 S Main
#200, Naperville, (847) 962-6731, 
www.akgoodtherapy.com

Rodan + Fields®

Look your best this Holiday Season
with Rodan + Fields®!  Whether your
concern is acne, fine lines, brown spots
or overall firmness, R+F® has devel-
oped a line of products to suit your
needs!  Let them help you LOVE your
skin again. Stop by to see Sonja Beallis
at Starbucks, 42 W. Jefferson Ave.,
Naperville on Saturday, 11/19 from 9-
11am.  Become a Preferred Customer
and receive a $10 Starbucks “Thank
You” Gift Card!  Visit online at
www.sbeallis.myrandf.com!  

BEAUTY & WELLNESS

COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

ANTI-AGING

Angel Kisses 3D 
Ultrasound & Boutique
Expecting?  Schedule a 3D/4D ultra-
sound & watch your beautiful baby
smile, stretch & yawn for the first time.
Make it a special gender reveal as your
family discovers baby’s gender when
the room illuminates pink or blue. We
carry swarovski crystal jewelry for mom
and custom gifts for baby!

635 S. Carlton, Wheaton
www.angelkisses3d.com 

LIVERight
Heal. Grow. Live.
Looking for a safe place to process re-
lational tension, occupational stress, or
a personal struggle? Jada B. Hudson,
is a Master’s level therapist and a Li-
censed Clinical Professional Coun-
selor, who has experience working with
women, men, couples, and children for
over 20 years. She specializes in help-
ing people overcome traumatic events,
grieve loss, rebuild healthy conversa-
tion, and love themselves again. For
questions or to set up an appointment,
call (630) 815-3735. 

Sonja Beallis
Independent Consultant

Quality Care, Friendly Faces
Serving patients for over 28 years, Dr. Joon Sun and her staff provide quality
care while offering true compassion for the entire family, including pediatrics.
As a graduate from Harvard School of Dental Medicine and Harvard School of
Public Health, Dr. Sun is a firm believer in educating her patients toward under-
standing comprehensive oral hygiene and uses the latest technological ad-
vances including iTero, the cutting-edge high tech dental tool from Invisalign
with instant simulation of your future smile.
Certified in Pedicle Graft Surgery and Laser Surgery, Dr. Sun provides overall
full mouth restoration including crowns, veneers, and bridges; Root Canal Ther-
apy; extractions; Laser Gum Surgery; Teeth Whitening with GLO; and dental
implants.  
Find out about monthly promotions by joining the White Eagle Family Dentistry
Facebook page. -Kristen Kucharski

White Eagle Family Dentistry
1315 Macom Drive, Suite 201, Naperville, IL 60564
(630) 978-9145, www.WhiteEagleFamilyDentistry.co

healthBEAUTY
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25% Off

UP TO 25% OFF



Peace of Mind....
On the journey through life, assistance is needed from time to time.
Westbridge Assisted Living  offers a helping  hand in our gracious
setting from professionals who are as caring as they are dedicated!
Offering 24 hour on-site nursing care with individual service plans
and one bed-room suites.  

Residents stay active with daily  programming and chef prepared
meals daily. 

For Information Contact Peggi Semmens • (630) 681-4544
semmenspeggi@wyndemerelcs.com 
200 Wyndemere Circle, Wheaton • www.wyndemerlcs.com

Mooove Over to....Career Vision 
Career Vision’s mascot and symbol to strive for success, Top Cow,
is back in the garden. 

• If you are wondering what to study after high school, moove over to 
Career Vision. 

• If you are wondering what career direction to take, moove over to Career
Vision.

• If you are looking for an expert to provide personalized direction, moove
over to www.careervision.org

Career Vision’s assessment and consulting programs offer a positive way
to give you, and your family, the confidence to make a good career
choice. “Herd enough?”  Call Career Vision at (630) 469-6270

Service With a Smile!
Glen Ellyn Dentistry owner, Dr. Charise Petrelli has been practicing dentistry
since 2002. She is skilled in all aspects of general and cosmetic dentistry and
enjoys treating patients of all ages. 
Glen Ellyn Dentistry boasts the latest technological advancements and is com-
pletely paperless supporting a greener environment. They only use digital x-
rays, which contain 80-90% less radiation than traditional film x-rays. The
newly expanded staff, which includes new associate dentist, Dr. Alexa Keegan,
takes great pride in knowing their patients individually and treating them like
family. 
Beyond traditional services, Dr. Petrelli offers Velscope Vx Oral Cancer Screen-
ings, Xylitol products which help prevent cavities, Philips ZOOM!, professional

teeth whitening options, and a variety of Sonicare electric toothbrushes and Waterpiks. Now offering extended
hours, contact Glen Ellyn Dentistry today. -Kristen Kucharski

Glen Ellyn Dentistry • 577 Pennsylvania Avenue, Suite 100, Glen Ellyn
(630) 942-0727 • www.glenellyndentistry.com

healthBEAUTY
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Beautiful–Inside & Out
MONTHLY COLUMN

DONNA SNYDER AND PAIGE
CATEY BEAUTY ON THE MAIN,
DOWNERS GROVE
It’s that time again.  We are gearing
up for the holiday season, and the
retailers are devising their best
Black Friday sales.  What should I
get my kids this year? Or harder,
what do I get my husband?  But as
we start all the hustle and bustle, I
am reminded that this also the sea-
son for giving in so many ways.  A
time to reflect upon how fortunate
we are and how some may not be
as fortunate.  A few years back we
started seeing a new trend emerg-
ing around Black Friday and Cyber
Monday shopping.  It is Give Back
Tuesday.

This year, as in past years, Donna
Snyder, owner of Beauty on the
Main in Downers Grove and Paige
Catey, her Salon Manager, are
proud to be participating in Give
Back Tuesday by taking non-perish-
able food donations for the local
Fish Food Pantry between now and
the Tuesday before Thanksgiving.
If you give, they will also give by
gifting a $20.00 gift certificate to
each donor as a thank you.

“We believe in giving back to our
community in whatever way we
can,” says Donna.  “People giving
back and helping others feel better

about themselves brings out their
inner beauty.”  Beauty on the Main
has been involved in several chari-
table programs over the years in-
cluding collecting clothing for The
Sharing Connection, having bake
sales for the Susan G. Komen foun-
dation, and participating in the MDA
Shamrock Fundraiser.  They were
also a collection drop-off for the
Washington, IL tornado relief and
filled a 20-foot rental truck with non-
perishables, household and per-
sonal care items for those affected
by the storm.

“We like when we can help those in
our area that need it the most,” ex-
plains Paige.  “It brings awareness
to the community that there are
many local charities that welcome
the help.” –Mindy Kyle

about the writer
Mindy Kyle is the
owner of Be In-
spired Studios and
currently teaches
classes in creativ-
ity at the Alive Cen-
ter in Naperville.
She has her Masters
in Fine Arts degree in
creative writing from DePaul
University and is enjoying her first year of
being a feature writer for Glancer.  Mindy
lives in Naperville with her husband, three
children and brand new puppy.  You can find
Be Inspired Studios on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/
binspiredstudios/?fref=ts.

Photos by Veronica Adams

SpotlightOn
B U S I N E S S   F E A T U R E S

The Orange Effect
Orangetheory Fitness offers 60-minute workout ses-
sions split into intervals of cardiovascular and strength
training with heart rate monitors to track intensity and
maximize metabolic burn. Increase energy, get visible
results and burn more calories, even after leaving the
studio. That's the Orange Effect! Really want to
change your body and your fitness level? Join the
best fitness movement in the nation! *Free classes for
first time visitors and local residents only. Certain re-
strictions apply. See studio for deails. 

New in Glen Ellyn www.orangetheoryfitness.com/glen-ellyn 
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JUST BREATHE
January 2017
Health, Wellness,
Love, Laughter, Life

Therapy, 60+ Better, Embracing
Change & So Much More.....

Advertising Information: 
advertising@glancermagazine.com

And the Nov/Dec 2016 Winners Are....
1. Lennox (2) He is so full of life, always smilling and just a joy to be around. He makes our lives so happy. Thank
you for allowing us to share him with you. (Western Suburbs)
2. Aidan (10) This adorable kid just turned 10 and hes a model with Lily's Talent, too! (Naperville)
3. Riley (1) She’s a wild child with a mind of her own! She marches to the beat of her own drum, unless her big
sister is drumming in which case, she marches to her beat” (Geneva)
4. Sheridan (5) and Rodger (3) They love to learn, grow and play with Naperville YMCA’s—Spirit of the YMCA”
statue, Fry Family YMCA in Naperville. (Naperville)

Each child is the lucky recipient of a $10 Gift Card to Oberweis Ice Cream, 
compliments of Glancer Magazine.Send your CUTE KID photos to 
editorial@glancermagazine.com for publishing consideration. First name, 
age and city requested. Caption should be no more than 25 words. If you are a 
business and would like to sponsor our contest by donating a prize for each of 
our monthly winners, contact Lindy Kleivo at lkleivo@glancermagazine.com.

Cute 
Kids



TAKE YOUR FUN INDOORS THIS WINTER!
The indoor playground at the brand-new Fort Hill Activity Center is the place
for cold-weather indoor fun! This four-story playground offers lots of opportuni-
ties for climbing, crawling, sliding, dodging and ducking for kids ages 5-12. What
a great place to burn off some extra energy! Also check out Fort Hill’s open
gyms and open gymnastics times. You’ll flip for the indoor fun that’s in store at
Fort Hill. Learn more at: www.napervilleparks.org/forthillactivitycenter.

NEW EXHIBIT COMING TO 
DUPAGE CHILDREN’S MUSEUM
Explore, create, build, wonder, discover, think, play, and
more. DuPage Children’s Museum is SERIOUS FUN for
the whole family – where you can always experience some-
thing new! Watch for a new traveling exhibit, Dream with
Da Vinci, coming in November. The opportunities are end-
less. It’s serious because kids are learning, and fun be-
cause it’s play. There’s no need to pack a lunch…Visit the
Museum’s S.M.A.R.T Café, a fueling station for the body
AND mind. Plan your visit today! 

www.dupagechildrens.org • (630) 637-8000

ENJOY A GAME OF POOL
Rack 'em up on any number of their regula-
tion-sized billiard tables, try your hand at shuf-
fleboard or kick back and relax with a mixed
or frozen cocktail, beer or glass of wine while
you watch the kids play. Enjoy FREE Billiards
from 4-7 and 10-close every week on Sunday
- Thursday. Its a FUN way to unwind with 
family after a long week!

Main Event, Warrenville
www.mainevent.com

ICE SKATING IN ST. CHARLES
St. Charles is home to many ice skating rinks! Outdoor lighted ice skating rinks are open
daily until 9pm, weather and ice conditions permitting. For your family's safety, please use
facilities only when they are open. The following parks will be maintained as ice skating
and hockey areas. There is no charge for use of any of the following facilities: 
Davis Park • Ice Skating Only / Use street parking off Fellows Street
Lincoln Park • Ice Skating Only / Use street parking off 4th & 5th Streets 
Timber Trails Park • Ice Skating Only / Use parking lot on 17th Street
Langum Park • Hockey Only - Use parking lot located on 7th Avenue
Visit online for rink rules and guidelines. 
www.st-charlesparks.org/special-events/winter-activities.asp

SHOP THEN ICE SKATE
Chicago Premium Outlet Mall in Aurora
provides endless fun for everyone! Shop
all of your favorite name brands and
then, grab a cup of hot cocoa and spend
the rest of the afternoon ice skating at
their state-of-the-art rink located in the
heart of the outdoor mall. 
www.enjoyaurora.com/
Chicago-Premium-Outlets

familyfun

PlanAhead
PREVENT 

CABIN FEVER
THIS WINTER

List Your Business In
this Wintertime Family
Fun Monthly Feature
Running through 
February 2017
advertising@
glancermagazine.com

W I N T E R T I M E
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More Event Photos:
www.facebook.com/
GlancerMagazine

scenearound
Suburbia You’ve Been 

Glanced!TM

YOU’VE BEEN GLANCED...
NJWC Ladies Night Out 
(Nov 10)
It was an evening filled with beauti-
ful sparkle and shopping bliss as
guests enjoyed the Naperville Jr
Woman’s Club 7th annual "Pinot &
Pearls" Ladies Night Out at the
Chicago Marriott. Naperville VIP
guests were given a special shop-
ping preview and the night included
live entertainment, spa moments,
shopping, raffles, signature cock-
tails, appetizers, goodie bags, and
more. This event supported Kids-
Matter. Photos by Mike Catuara

YOU’VE BEEN GLANCED...
French Med Spa Grand
Opening (Nov 5)
Saturday evening was a celebration of excel-
lence and innonvation as guests enjoyed
learning more about French Medical Group &
Med Spa, a new med spa located in St.
Charles. The event was coordinated by Shuki
Moran of Exceptional Events and welcomed
notable guests such as Jenny McCarthy and
Donnie Wahlberg. French Med Spa &
Cryothérapie is a leading aesthetics office
where Dr. French has thoughtfully selected
amazing treatment options to maximize their
clients’ results. www.frenchmedspa.com 
Photos by Mike Catuara 
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