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1. Chairman’s Introduction 
The Sully and Lavernock Community 
Council decided to undertake a 
Community Survey to find out what 
residents, workers and visitors to the 
area thought about it and its amenities.
questionnaire was distributed 
and September 2017. I would like to 
thank the Community Council Working 
Group that organised this survey 
wrote up the results presented below
well as all those residents who filled in 
the questionnaire. The results were very 
comprehensive and interesting although 
they are not a plan for action. In such a 
large village there were, inevitably, 
conflicting views, so we - 
Community Council - must still prioritise 
but we are now better place to do so.  I 
again thank everyone who took the time 
to complete the questionnaire. 
 

 
Rod Thomas, Chairman,  
Sully & Lavernock Community Council
 
2. The Survey 
The questionnaire was placed 
Survey Monkey on-line survey platform 
and a leaflet drop to residents told them 
how to fill it in but also offered them the 
opportunity to obtain a paper copy from 
the Community Council. 321 
responded. Of these, 306 gave their age. 
The largest single age group was people
aged 61-80, followed by the 41 to 60 
group: 
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Residents were asked about how many 
neighbours they knew, as this 
indicator of community spirit. The 
answers were: 

Residents were also asked whether they
thought Sully and Lavernock was a safe or 
unsafe area in which to live. Nine out of 
ten thought them safe or very safe areas 
to live: 

However, less than half of respondents 
thought the future of the 
promising, perhaps reflecting trep
over the high levels of develop
currently planned. 
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3. Facilities and Amenities in Sully
Residents were asked for their 
of facilities and amenities in
Lavernock. In Sully the results
follows: 

Sports Provision, where nearly half 
thought them good or excellent:

Play Areas and Parks
group thought them average and other 
opinions about them were split:

Community Centres, where nearly half 
thought them good or excellent:

Nurseries, where the majority had no 
opinion but people who thought them 
good or excellent outweighed those who 
thought them poor or very poor:
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Play Groups, where over half
opinion but respondents who thought 
them good or excellent significantly 
outweighed those who considered them 
poor or very poor: 

Scouts, Guides, Brownies, Cubs
again over half had no opinion but 
respondents who thought them good or 
excellent outweighed those who 
considered them poor or very poor

Youth Clubs, where again the largest 
single group had no opinion but this time 
respondents who thought them good or 
excellent were outweighed by those who 
considered them poor or very poor
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Training Opportunities: whilst many 
respondents had no opinion, the largest 
group thought them average, but many 
thought them poor or worse, 
few considered them good or better:

 
Car Parking: the largest single group was 
respondents with no opinion but people 
who thought this poor or worse clearly 
out-numbered those who thought it 
good or better, with only a few thinking it 
average: 
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Local Restaurants, Cafes and Pubs: 
where the results were quite different 
with the largest group considering them 
average but with poor or worse the next 
largest, followed by good or better: 
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Lavernock, so there were often more 
responses than respondents - 
some Sully residents had a view about 
Lavernock. Thirdly, Lavernock does not 
have many facilities and depends on 
Penarth for provision except where there 
are facilities like Cosmeston Lakes, a 
shop, a community centre and a pub
immediately adjacent to the settlement. 
This, too, seemed to confuse some 
respondents who did not know exactly 
how to answer. For example, there is no 
sports provision in Lavernock but some 
responded that there was. Therefore
responses as recorded on Survey Monkey 
are presented below but they should
seen as indications of sentiment, not 
accurate answers. 

Sports Provision: the vast majority had 
no opinion, probably reflecting the fact 
that there is no sports provision at 
Lavernock, but the largest g
considered it poor or worse and
proportion considered it good or better:

Play Areas and Parks: again the largest 
group had no opinion, but the
thought them poor or worse, al
nearly as many thought them
better: 

Good or 
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poor

 
Sully and Lavernock Community Council Official Survey, 2017

 

so there were often more 
 or maybe 

some Sully residents had a view about 
Lavernock. Thirdly, Lavernock does not 
have many facilities and depends on 
Penarth for provision except where there 
are facilities like Cosmeston Lakes, a 
shop, a community centre and a pub 
immediately adjacent to the settlement. 
This, too, seemed to confuse some 
respondents who did not know exactly 
how to answer. For example, there is no 

provision in Lavernock but some 
Therefore, the 

Survey Monkey 
they should be 

of sentiment, not 

the vast majority had 
opinion, probably reflecting the fact 

is no sports provision at 
largest group 

orse and a tiny 
proportion considered it good or better: 

 
: again the largest 

had no opinion, but the majority 
poor or worse, although 

nearly as many thought them good or 

Community Centres: 
similar to those above
dominating, followed by poor or worse, 
then good or average:

Nurseries: no opinion easily outweighed 
all other responses but negative views 
were larger than positive

Play Groups: no opinion easily 
outweighed all other responses but 
negative views were slightly the next 
largest: 
 

Good or 
Excellent

Average

Very poor or 
poor

, 2017 

5 

 
: the views here were 

similar to those above, with no opinion 
dominating, followed by poor or worse, 
then good or average: 

 
: no opinion easily outweighed 

all other responses but negative views 
positive: 

 
no opinion easily 

outweighed all other responses but 
negative views were slightly the next 

 

Good or 
Excellent
Average

Very poor or 
poor
No opinion

Good or 
Excellent
Average

Very poor or 
poor
No opinion

Good or 
Excellent
Average

Very poor or 
poor
No opinion

Good or 
Excellent
Average

Very poor or 
poor
No opinion



Sully and Lavernock Community Council Official Survey

Scouts, Guides, Brownies, Cubs
above: 

Youth Clubs: no opinion was much the 
largest group, no-one thought of them 
positively and poor or worse outweighed 
average: 

Other Children's Services: no opinion 
easily outweighed all other responses but 
negative views were more than all 
others: 

Local Clubs and Organisations: as above:
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Local Restaurants, Cafes and Pubs
were mainly considered poor or worse:

 
5. Support for Initiatives 

Respondents were asked for th
on a large number of possible initiative
The results are shown below. 

Traffic and Movement 
A large group of questions asked about 
this. Bus Services: when asked about 
how often respondents use the bus 
service, just over 20% said ‘never’, the 
largest single group (just over 30%) said 
less often than monthly, then one in six 
said monthly (16%) and a similar but 
slightly smaller number (15%) said 
weekly. One in ten (10% said once to 
three times a week) and just under 7% 
said daily: 

When asked if they wanted
frequent buses the vast majority wanted 
this: 
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Car Parking near Sully 
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majority were in favour of this idea: 
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When asked where they wanted 
calming, nine people thought this was 
necessary while another 20 said every
where or gave very general answers. 
said the whole length of South Road and 
another 29 suggested specific locations 
along it, 31 mentioned Cog Road
mentioned Arlington Road, two Clevedon 
Ave and one respondent each said 
Minehead Avenue, Conybeare Road, 
Smithies Ave, the top of Burnham 
Avenue, Burnham Avenue itself, Dunster 
Drive, Cosmeston Drive and outside the 
school. There were ten suggestions about 
the road from Sully to Lavernock, including
two to improve the road layout at the 
Cosmeston Park entrance, plus one for
speed camera at Cosmeston and a
for traffic lights to exit Lavernock Park
There were numerous other answers by 
small numbers of individuals. 
 
Improved Footpath Surfaces
majority of respondents wanted to see 
footpaths improved: 

Highly Desirable

Desirable

No Preference

Not Desirable

Highly 
Undesirable

Highly Desirable

Desirable

No Preference

Not Desirable

Highly 
Undesirable

 
Sully and Lavernock Community Council Official Survey, 2017

 

 
When asked where they wanted traffic 

this was not 
20 said every-

where or gave very general answers. 52 
length of South Road and 

suggested specific locations 
31 mentioned Cog Road, three 

two Clevedon 
each said 

Conybeare Road, 
Ave, the top of Burnham 

Avenue, Burnham Avenue itself, Dunster 
Drive, Cosmeston Drive and outside the 
school. There were ten suggestions about 
the road from Sully to Lavernock, including 

ove the road layout at the 
plus one for a 

and another 
Lavernock Park. 

other answers by 

Improved Footpath Surfaces: the 
respondents wanted to see 
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interesting to note that 
‘everywhere’ or words to that effect
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Drive to Sully, but mainly within Sully 
Village itself. 35 wanted improvements to 
Cog Road and 18 to South Road.
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locations included 
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each for Arlington Road, Clevedon 
Avenue and Smithies Avenue, and one 
each for Lavernock Rd, Oyster Bend, 
Swanbridge, Hayes Road and Sully Road. 
Three people suggested a new footpath 
around the field. There were 
others from small numbers of residents.
Another said ‘pathways to the school are 
very difficult to navigate (overgrown and 
broken)’ and four more wanted 
improvements for wheelchair users
There were numerous other answers by 
small numbers of respondents or 
individuals. 
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At The Cog Road/South Road 
over ¾ wanted this: 

At the Swanbridge Road/Beach Road 
Junction over half thought this highly
desirable and over another ¼ thought it 
desirable: 

At Cosmeston Farm and Lakes 
in favour and one in three ha
preferences. Only a very small proportion 
was against: 
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Interestingly, one respondent, answering 
an open-ended question, suggested Biglis 
at Palmerston, Barry, as a Park and Ride, 
which could offer Barry and Sully 
possibility of a direct rail link to Cogan, 
Cardiff and beyond. 
 
Facilities 
Residents were asked for their views on 
additional facilities. The results are 
presented below. A New Health Centre
was desired by the vast majority

Village Green Status for Sully Sports and 
Social Club Field was desired by the 
overwhelming majority of respondents:

Allotments for Residents and Beech
wood College: a clear majority 
this, with only a tiny majority against:
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More Services: again the majority were 
in favour: 

Longer Hours: here the largest group was 
those with no preference but those in 
favour easily out-weighed those against:

Sports Facilities: the majority of 
respondents wanted more facilities

as did those wanting better facilities
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acilities: 

and those who wanted
or organisations, although the largest 
single group was those who had no 
preference 

When asked in an open ended question 
for suggestions to improve sports 
facilities, several hundred were received. 
There were a few answers 
related to sports, plus
remarks.  12 suggested
hall/leisure centre 
suggested badminton
indoor football facilities and one a
indoor cycle track, all
sports hall. Eight suggest
pool, two a splash park
park, one a spa, one improving 
sailing club and two suggest
use of the coast with more water/sea 
sports including sea kayaks, swimming, 
inflatables and paddle boarding, in a 
cordoned off area in Sully Bay.
people suggested a 
suggested a Gym, or variations
idea.  

With regard to individual sports:
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and those who wanted more sports clubs 

, although the largest 
single group was those who had no 

 
When asked in an open ended question 

ons to improve sports 
everal hundred were received. 

answers that were not 
plus several very general 

suggested a sports 
 and another 13 

badminton, three suggested 
facilities and one an 

all of which need a 
ight suggested a swimming 
splash park, one a water 

, one improving the 
and two suggested better 

with more water/sea 
sports including sea kayaks, swimming, 
inflatables and paddle boarding, in a 
cordoned off area in Sully Bay. Seven 
people suggested a skate park. 15 

Gym, or variations on this 

With regard to individual sports: 
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 29 people mentioned tennis; 
 seven suggested football; 
 there were six suggestions each for

athletics and running and squash
 there were four suggestions each for

cycling, including indoor, and 
including re-starting a rugby club;

 three people each suggested
and netball; 

 two people each suggested basketball 
and exercise equipment including the 
idea of stations around the sports 
field; 

 one each suggested short mat indoor 
bowls, cricket (someone who 
obviously does not know Sully well) 
and table tennis for adults. 

Five suggested Improved Facilities 
including an improved cricket pavilion, 
better changing for both cricket and 
bowls, improved changing and catering 
facilities for visiting bowls teams and 
better facilities at Sully Sports to 
encourage more groups to form/use it
 
Young Children's Play Areas
majority wanted More: 

as did those responding about
Young Children's Play Areas: 
 

Highly Desirable

Desirable

No Preference

Not Desirable

Highly 
Undesirable

 
Sully and Lavernock Community Council Official Survey, 2017

 

 

there were six suggestions each for 
squash; 

there were four suggestions each for 
ncluding indoor, and rugby, 

starting a rugby club; 
suggested hockey 

basketball 
including the 

idea of stations around the sports 

short mat indoor 
(someone who 

obviously does not know Sully well) 

Improved Facilities 
including an improved cricket pavilion, 
better changing for both cricket and 

mproved changing and catering 
facilities for visiting bowls teams and 
better facilities at Sully Sports to 

more groups to form/use it. 

Young Children's Play Areas: the 

about Better 

Respondents were also asked 
suggestions for better play facilities and 
124 responded, but most we
general for any guidance.
a bigger and better play area
the one at Penarth Clifftop as an 
example. Seven more wanted an 
adventure playground
wanted a skate park
where they wanted
suggested improving the Jubilee hall area 
and another five suggested near to Sully 
School and another three north of South 
Road, There were also individual 
requests for more equipment on play 
area on the park at the end of Conybear 
Road, a play area at Porlock Drive, near 
the sports hall and to extend play area 
near cricket pitch. Nine people asked for 
places for youths/older children
wanted toddlers play areas
facilities for children age 5
wanted them for the 
another  two wanted 
areas. 
 
Commercialising Cosmeston Country 
Park was strongly opposed
respondents, with very few
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Respondents were also asked for 
suggestions for better play facilities and 
124 responded, but most were too 
general for any guidance. Seven wanted 

bigger and better play area and quoted 
the one at Penarth Clifftop as an 
example. Seven more wanted an 
adventure playground in Sully and three 

skate park. With regard to 
where they wanted play areas, six 
suggested improving the Jubilee hall area 
and another five suggested near to Sully 
School and another three north of South 
Road, There were also individual 
requests for more equipment on play 
area on the park at the end of Conybear 

t Porlock Drive, near 
the sports hall and to extend play area 

Nine people asked for 
older children, two 

toddlers play areas one wanted 
children age 5-12, two 

wanted them for the disabled and 
two wanted ‘dog proof’ play 

Commercialising Cosmeston Country 
opposed, by over ¾ of 

with very few in favour: 
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More Police Patrols: a large majority 
asked for more police patrols: 

Funds to Increase Community Events
were desired by nearly ¾: 

Sully and Lavernock Community Council 
Social Media Pages: residents were 
asked if they wanted the Community 
Council to set up pages on Social Media. 
The largest group had no preference but
those wanting a Twitter page easily out
numbered those who did not want this
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: a large majority 

 
Community Events 

 
Sully and Lavernock Community Council 

residents were 
asked if they wanted the Community 
Council to set up pages on Social Media. 
The largest group had no preference but 

easily out-
numbered those who did not want this: 

 

as did those questioned about 
Facebook Page, but with a reduced 
majority: 

 
6. General Comments about Sully and 

Lavernock 

Respondents were given the opportunity 
to make general comments about Sully 
and Lavernock. Four people 
their satisfaction with Sully and 
Lavernock, but one said ‘There seems to 
be a large split between young and old in 
Sully and those that want Su
as it is and those who want some 
progress without necessarily spoiling it. 
More is needed to bring two 
community together,
thought ‘Sully needs to be less of the 'old 
boy brigade'. 38 more were concerned 
about the scale of 
proposed in Sully and Lavernock
mentioned their opposition to the 
travellers’ site and nine raised opposition 
to the incinerator at Barry
commented against plans to 
commercialise Cosmeston Park
a Park and Ride there 
were worried about the 
the difficulty over getting 
Lavernock Park and on to the main road.
There were also four comments about 
cricket in Sully, with one person saying 
‘the Council spends too much on cricket, 
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as did those questioned about a 
, but with a reduced 

 

General Comments about Sully and 

espondents were given the opportunity 
to make general comments about Sully 
and Lavernock. Four people expressed 
their satisfaction with Sully and 

one said ‘There seems to 
be a large split between young and old in 
Sully and those that want Sully to remain 
as it is and those who want some 
progress without necessarily spoiling it. 
More is needed to bring two sides of the 
community together, and another 
thought ‘Sully needs to be less of the 'old 

38 more were concerned 
le of developments 

proposed in Sully and Lavernock, 15 
mentioned their opposition to the 

and nine raised opposition 
incinerator at Barry. Seven 

commented against plans to 
Cosmeston Park and build 

a Park and Ride there and three people 
were worried about the traffic there and 
the difficulty over getting out of 

ark and on to the main road. 
There were also four comments about 

in Sully, with one person saying 
‘the Council spends too much on cricket, 
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only 3-5 players are local’, another 
‘spend more on residents less on cricket’, 
a third wanting ‘cricket on Saturdays 
only, residents (tax payers) to have use 
on Sundays’ and the fourth saying ‘Sully 
football club to have use of Burnham Ave 
at beginning of Sept when season starts. 
Cricket to finish end of season (August 
31st) - this is fair to both parties’. The 
Vale Council attracted three comments: 
two for more transparency about 
planning applications, particularly for 
Sully Sports and Social Club, and the 
other for it to ’respect Sully’ and there 
were five comments about the 
Community Council. One person 
suggested winding it up, another thought 
it had ‘Rubbish Councillors who have 
their own agenda, not the best interests 
of Sully’. Another asked ‘mention is made 
of a Community Council website but 
what is it?’ and a fourth said 
‘communications from our Community 
Council are very fragmented’ and the 
fifth said it ‘would be nice if persons 
concerned acted on the results of this 
survey instead of doing very little except 
moaning their hands are tied, etc.’ To 
these the answer is ‘watch this space’. 
Many others made single comments. 
 
The Views of Younger People 
The Community Council was keen to 
obtain the views of young people (18 and 
under) and included open ended 
comment boxes in the questionnaire for 
them to provide their opinions. One 
respondent in the oldest age group 
commented: ‘This question is age 
discrimination, most under 18s don't 

work or pay taxes and they can't vote. 
Why should they therefore have more 
say than anyone else?’ Eighteen specific 
answers were recorded: 
1. a coffee shop - mentioned by three 

people; 
2. more sporting facilities; 
3. a leisure centre with sports hall; 
4. all weather full-size football pitch; 
5. skate park, please; 
6. lido; 
7. free tennis courts; 
8. somewhere for older children (10+) 

to play in Sully; 
9. more clubs/activities for young 

people; 
10. better things for teenagers; 
11. better play area like the ones in 

Barry and Penarth, suitable for more 
ages not just tiny ones; 

12. events like car boot sales and car 
shows in the village; 

13. clubs; 
14. youth club with staff and facilities; 
15. social media updates on things to do 

locally; 
16. wi-fi hubs around the village; 
17. play area; and 
18. a better play area and BBQs on the 

beach. 


