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Scuttlebutt Staff 
 

Editor 

Suellen Beaulieu 
919-362-7436 

sabeaulieu@aol.com 
 

Web Sites: 

www.tarheelmcl.org 

www.ncmcl.org 

evening of fun, food and getting to know 

each other better.  So if you would like to 

join the camaraderie contact Gayle Dilday 

at 919-602-2068. 
 

The Capital City Young Marines, led by 

Doug Smith and his Staff of 22 volunteers 

are setting the standards high for any youth 

organization. They are growing not only in 

numbers but in achievements of recognition 

throughout our community and State.  If 

you haven’t already, go to one of their 

weekly meetings and observe for yourself.  

They meet at the Navy/Marine Reserve 

Center off Western Blvd each Monday be-

ginning at 1830. 
 

Or 2016 Pistol Raffle is off to a great start 

thanks to the efforts of Earl Linthicum.  He 

needs your help so if you haven’t already, 

please see Earl for tickets to make it a huge 

success so we may continue to support the 

programs that need us. 
 

We will continue to make every effort to 

keep you informed by email of all news of 

your fellow Marines and their families.  So 

if you hear of anything please contact me 

so it can be brought to the attention of eve-

ryone.  We do want to continue to keep in 

our thoughts and prayers for the continued 

improvement of Bob Federico (heart), Pat 

Harris (Brooks)(stroke) and Coble Staley 

(John) (hip replacement) 
 

Also, Thanks goes out to Military Missions 

in Action based in Fuquay for providing a 

walk in bath for Marine Frank Mansfield.  

This has made life much easier for him.  

This is one of the programs that we support 

and hope to continue to support.  Outstand-

ing services are provided by them and 97% 

of all funds taken in got out to support the 

needs of our military. 
 

Mark your calendar for the 1st Wednesday 

of each month for joining your fellow Ma-

rines in good fellowship and business meet-

ing.  
 

Remember, it is “Always Marines Helping 

Marines”  

2016 is already off to a fast start in 

that we are in the 2nd month of the new 

year and all of us, at least me, are looking 

forward to Spring weather.   
 

It was great to have so many at our Febru-

ary meeting (27) in lieu of the fact that it 

was a wet cold night. 
 

We had two Marines to become a part of 

our Detachment at this meeting.  We wel-

come Bill Cargill and Kevin Jobst and look 

forward to seeing them often at our events.  

Welcome Marines!!!!  Continue to invite 

those Marines that you come in contact 

with and invite them to join us at one of 

our meetings.  New members always bring 

new excitement and fresh ideas and every 

organization prospers with this growth. 

Our February meeting was also our elec-

tion meeting to put in place the new Offic-

ers of your Tar Heel Detachment.  The fol-

lowing Marines were nominated and elect-

ed to carry out the agenda for the 2016-17 

fiscal year: 

Commandant John Dilday 

Sr Vice Commandant Bruce Goeden 

Jr Vice Commandant Tyrone Ashe 

Judge Advocate James White  
 

These Marines stepped up but they cannot 

make the Tar Heel Detachment successful 

by themselves.  It takes every Marine doing 

their part. So please contact one of the 

above if you have any ideas or thoughts as 

to how to make not only our fund raisers 

more successful but to make our meetings 

more entertaining. Any ideas to make our 

Detachment more effective are welcome, 

so do not hesitate to contact us. The instal-

lation banquet for the Officers and other 

Staff Members will be March 13th begin-

ning at 1600 hr  at Devils Ridge Golf Club.  

More information will follow by way of 

email but mark your calendar now. 
 

An idea of how to get our spouses more 

involved has been going on for the past two 

months by some of them meeting at the 

church and going to a restaurant for an 



 

 

Phone 919 772-6234 

www.foresthillsflorist.com 

 

  Forest Hills Florist 
Forest Hills Shopping Center 

1325 Fifth Avenue 

Garner, North Carolina 27529 
 

Virginia D. Durham NCCPF                                  David M. Durham 
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502 Fairview Road 
Apex, NC 27502 
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919-362-7436 
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Order of 

Devil Dogs 

 

Pound 210 

Tar Heel Detachment #733 

Russ Oliver 
 

6913 Lake Wheeler Rd. 

Raleigh, NC 27603 

 

Phone: 919 772-5455 

Cell: 919 414-3088 

 

tabs-inc@mindspring.com 

 
 
 

 

CUSTOM EMBROIDERY BY GAYLE 

 

Gayle Dilday    919-285-2276 

812 White Meadows Dr.  919-602-2068 

Fuquay Varina. NC 27526      gayleo.1@juno.com 

 

John Dilday 
Authorized Representative 

Blue Cross Blue Shield of NC 

 
YOUR HEALTHCARE SPECIALIST 

 
919-602-4483 

healthinsurancepro@juno.com  

 

 
 

     Department of North Carolina 

Jeffery D. Jones 
 

            Cell:            (252) 205-6506 
            E-mail:        jdjones0311@aolcom  
 

 

Marine Corps League 

PDD 
09-019 

 
Military 
order of  

the  
Devil Dogs  

Tar Heel Detachment # 733  
Membership Capsule  

 

33 LIFE members 

34 Paid Members 

21 Total Past Due 

 88 Total  Members 
 

2 new members—1Jan through 3Feb 2016 

 

 
  Rev. Mitzi Manning 

 
  Women Marine Association 
 
 
 

  Chair, Plans and Policy Committee 

 
  1129 Checkerberry Drive 

  Morrisville, NC 27560 
 

 
  (919) 336-3182 
  (703) 887-0683 
  policy@womenmarines.org 
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Detachment Meeting, 3 February 2016 



 

 

Detachment Elected Officers for 2016-2017 

MOOD Growl  Pound 210  
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Results of the Tar Heel Detachment #733 elections held on 3Feb2015 are as follows:  Commandant, John Dilday; Sr. Vice Comman-

dant, Bruce Goeden; Jr. Vice Commandant, Tyrone Ashe; Judge Advocate, James White.  Appointed position are:  Paymaster, 

James Cox; Adjutant, Suellen Beaulieu; Sgt At Arms, Ed Romanoski; Chaplain, Jim Niver; Public Relations,  Jim Lewis; Eagle Scout 

Coordinator, David Gardener; Young Marine Coordinator, Doug Smith, and Web Master Richard Patrick. Andrew Blizzard remains Jr. 

Past Commandant. Installation of Officers will be on Sunday, March 13th at Devil’s Ridge Golf Club at 1600.   

The Tar Heel Detachment hosted the winter quarter MOOD Growl for Pound 210 on 

9Jan2016 in Cary.  Detachment members present were Commandant Dilday, Marines Niver, 

Goeden, Manning, Staley, Beaulieu, Linthicom and Jones.  There were 24 present for the fun! 

    John Dilday       Bruce Goeden     Tyrone Ashe      James White 
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Chaplain’sCorner 

Jim Niver 

Upcoming MCL Events… 

 
Det Meeting     Feb 3 
Eagle COH, Christ the King Church 1500  Feb 13 
Valentine’s Day     Feb 14 
Pistol Shoot     Feb 17 
 

Future Events  
 

Det Meeting     March 2 
Det Installation of Officers   March 13 
Pistol Shoot     March 16 
DoNC Quarterly Mtg Greensboro   March 18-19 

Semper FiSemper FiSemper Fi   

 

W 
hen I was young and the season of 

Lent arrived, it was the time of mite 

boxes and Ash Wednesday and we 

would be asked what we had "given up for 

Lent."  I had been raised in a Anglican home and 

giving up something for Lent, especially since 

the family income was stretched for the necessi-

ties as it was, giving up something that would 

not be attainable anyway seemed so harsh.  We 

had what we needed and sometimes not much 

more.  Giving up chocolates or candy, ice cream, 

potato chips, soda pop, Saturday movies, seemed 

too difficult to achieve. 
 

As I grew older I realized a truer meaning of the 

season.  Along with church teaching, the defini-

tion of Penitence is implying sorrow over having 

sinned or done wrong.  Yes, we are to be peni-

tent, however, that should be an everyday thing, 

and asking forgiveness for the wrongs done dur-

ing the day.  What can we do to make Lent spe-

cial besides giving up something ? 
 

The traditional purpose of Lent is the prepara-

tion for Holy Week, Good Friday and Easter.  

Lent is traditionally described as lasting for forty 

days, in commemoration of the forty days 

which, according to the Gospels, Jesus spent, 

before beginning his ministry, in fasting in the 

desert.  
 

This should be a time of reflection, a time of re-

pentance, a time of release, a time of going for-

ward to something new and better.  The 40 days 

of Lent allows me the time to consider new hab-

its, new ways of doing things, that are not only 

better for myself but is to the betterment of those 

around me. And for those of us who think this is 

going too far the other way, think of it as giving 

up a bad habit for a good one.  
 

Chaplain  

Jim Niver 

The United States Congress created the Veterans 

History Project (VHP) in 2000 as part of the Ameri-

can Folklife Center at the Library of Congress.  

VHP’s mission is to collect, preserve, and make 

accessible the personal accounts of American veter-

ans so that future generations may hear directly from 

veterans and better understand the realities of war.  

If you wish to participate and share your story the 

National Veterans History Archival Institute, based 

in Wake County, will interview you.  Their mission 

is; “Telling the veteran’s story…one veteran…one 

reminiscence at a time.”  If you wish to be inter-

viewed contact Marcia Thomas at 919-661-8416 or 

e-mail at etandmt@bellsouth.net.  To learn more go 

to www.loc.gov/vets.  I was interviewed on October 

24, 2015 and shared Vietnam experiences I’d never 

discussed with any of my family.  I gave a copy of 

the interview to each of my daughters and their chil-

dren. 

John Booth USMC Vietnam 1965-1966.   

 Veterans History Project…... 

73rd Anniversary O f the Woman 
Marines.  Congratulations!  You’ve 
come a long way!  From clerical du-
ties to Marine One Helicopter pilot, 
to Astronaut, to Blue Angel Pilot, to 
All Female Engagement Teams in 
Afghanistan.   

mailto:etandmt@bellsouth.net
http://www.loc.gov/vets


 

 

Arlington National Cemetery Tomb Guards 

Frequently Asked Questions 

I 
s it true after two years, the guard is given a wreath pin 

that is worn on their lapel signifying they served as 

Guard of the Tomb, that there are only 600 presently 

worn, and that the Guard must obey these rules for the rest of 

their lives or give up the wreath pin? 

The Tomb Guard Identifi-

cation Badge (TGIB) is 

awarded after the Sentinel 

passes a series of tests. The 

TGIB is permanently 

awarded after a Sentinel 

has served nine months as a 

Sentinel at the Tomb. Over 

600 have been awarded 

since its creation in the late 

1950's (on average 10 per 

year). And while the TGIB 

can be revoked, the offense 

must be such that it dis-

credits the Tomb of the Unknowns. Revocation is at the 3rd Infan-

try Regimental Commander’s discretion and can occur while ac-

tive duty or even when the Sentinel is a civilian. The TGIB is a 

full size award, worn on the right pocket of the uniform jacket, not 

a lapel pin. 

How does the guard rotation work? Is it an 8 hour shift? 

Currently, the Tomb Guards work on a three Relief (team) rota-

tion - 24 hours on, 24 hours off, 24 hours on, 24 hours off, 24 

hours on, 96 hours off. However, over the years it has been differ-

ent. The time off isn't exactly free time. It takes the average Senti-

nel 8 hours to prep their uniform for the next work day. Addition-

ally, they have Physical Training, Tomb Guard training, and hair-

cuts to complete before the next work day. 

How many steps does the Sentinel take during their 'walk' by 

the Tomb of the Unknowns and why? 

Twenty-one steps. It alludes to the twenty-one gun salute, which 

is the highest honor given any military or foreign dignitary. 

How long does the Sentinel hesitate after the facing movement 

to begin the return walk? Is the rifle carried on the same 

shoulder all the time?  

The Sentinel does not execute an 

about face, rather they stop on 

the 21st step, then turn and face 

the Tomb for 21 seconds. They 

then turn to face back down the 

mat, change the weapon to the 

outside shoulder, mentally count 

off 21 seconds, then step off for 

another 21 step walk down the 

mat. They face the Tomb at each 

end of the 21 step walk for 21 

seconds. The Sentinel then re-

peats this over and over until the the Guard Change ceremony 

begins. 

Why are the Sentinel's gloves wet? 

Gloves are moistened to improve the grip on the rifle. 

How often are the Guards changed? 

The Guard is changed every thirty minutes during the summer 

(April 1 to Sep 30) and every hour during the winter (Oct 1 to Mar 
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Continued on page 10 

31). During the hours the cemetery is closed, the guard is changed 

every 2 hours. The Tomb is guarded, and has been guarded, every 

minute of every day since 1937. 

Is it true a Sentinel must commit for two years to guard the 

Tomb, live in a barracks under the tomb, and cannot drink any 

alcohol on or off duty for the rest of their lives. 

No, this is a false rumor. The average tour at the Tomb is about a 18 

months. However, there is NO set time for service there. Sentinels 

live either in a barracks on Ft. Myer (the Army post located adjacent 

to the cemetery) or off base if they like. They do have a living quar-

ters under the steps of the amphitheater where they stay during their 

24 hour shifts. If they are of legal age, they may drink except while 

on duty. 

Is it true they cannot swear in public for the rest of their lives? 

Again, another false rumor. 

Are the shoes specially made with very thick soles to keep the 

heat and cold from their feet? 

The shoes are standard issue military dress shoes. They are built up 

so the sole and heel are equal in height. This allows the Sentinel to 

stand with a straight back and per-

pendicular to the ground. A side ef-

fect of this is that the Sentinel can 

"roll" on the outside of the build up 

walking down the mat. Done correct-

ly, the hat and bayonet will appear to 

not "bob" up and down with each 

step. It gives a more formal, fluid and 

smooth look to the walk, rather than 

a "marching" appearance.  The soles 

have a steel tip on the toe and a 

"horseshoe" steel plate on the heel. This prevents wear on the sole 

and allows the Sentinel to move smoothly during his movements 

when he turns to face the Tomb and then back down the mat. 

Then there is the "clicker". It is a shank of steel attached to the in-

side of the face of the heel build-up on each shoe. It allows the Sen-

tinel to heel click during certain movements. A guard change is con-

sidered great when all the heel clicks fall together and sound as one 

click. The guard change is occasionally done in the "silent" mode 

(as a sign of devotion to the Unknowns) with no voice commands - 

every thing is done in relation to the heel clicks and on specific 

counts. 

How many times will a Sentinel be on duty during the shift? 

Each Relief has a 24 hour rotational work day. Ideally, four quali-

fied Sentinels, one Relief Commander (RC), one Assistant Relief 

Commander (ARC), and several Sentinels in training comprise the 

Relief. The daily walk schedule is made by the RC or ARC and is 

dependent on the number of Sentinels who are proficient enough to 

guard the Tomb in front of the public. Generally, the Sentinel will 

do several walks back to back and then be done for the day. Howev-

er, in extreme cases, Sentinels have been known to go back-to-back 

(every other walk) for the entire shift. 

How do the Soldiers get to and from the quarters without being 

seen? 

Most wear civilian clothes - although the short, tight haircuts tend to 

give them away. 



 

 

Business Sponsors  

2015 Pistol Shoot Raffle Re-Draw! 

Our Business Sponsors 
The following list of business's and individuals are "Supporters" and Sponsors of the Tar Heel Detachment 733 of the 

Marine Corps League.  In sponsoring us they are supporting: 
 

 

We invite You to become a sponsor by downloading the Sponsor Form on our website (www.tarheelmcl.org) 
 and mailing your tax deductible contribution to the Tar Heel Detachment. 
 

Thank you to the following sponsors of  Marines, Youth and the community: 
 

Rally Point Sport Grill– Cary Restaurant    919-678-1088 www.rallypointsportgrill.com  

Atlantic Tire & Service  Auto Tire & Service   919-319-1614 ablackman@atlantictireonline.com 

Barbeque Lodge Raleigh  Restaurant    919-872-4755 barbequelodgeraleigh.com 

Arvin’s Lawn Mower Repair Lawn Mower Repair   919-779-7404 5850 Fayetteville Rd., Raleigh, NC 

Denny’s of Raleigh & Garner Management Group   919-303-3300 www.densuccess.com 

Anna’s Pizzeria   Restaurant  919-267-6237  919-285-2497 Apex and Fuquay-Varina, NC 

Cleveland Draft House  Restaurant    919-550-3723 tomkane@clevelanddrafthouse.com  

Danny’s Bar-B-Que  Restaurant    919-468-3995 dthompson36@nc.rr.com  

Gower’s Brake & Alignment Ral Auto Maintenance & Repair  919-834-5909 craigpounds@earthlink.net 

Murray's Tire & Auto Service Tire Sales/Repair/Maintenance Svc 919-821-0573 gary@murraystirebargains.com 

Messenger Marketing, Raleigh Business Marketing   919-414-3088 tabs-inc@mindspring.com  
 

The League is a not for profit organization within the provisions of IRS Code 501 (c) (4), with a special group exemption letter which allows for contributions to 
the Marine Corps League to be tax deductible by the donor.   

Wounded Warriors NROTC JNROTC  Eagle Scouts  Toys for Tots        Hope For Warriors      

Young Marines Youth Program    USO - Raleigh      Community Activities    Marines Helping Marines Locally 
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Fortitudine Punch 

T 
he following is an extract from “The Old Breed”, the newsletter of the 

First Marine Division Association:  FORTITUDINE PUNCH 

Fortitudine” was the motto of the Marine Corps during the early part of the 

19th century. Translated from the Latin, it means strength, fortitude, or even guts.  

Appropriate name indeed for a Marine Corps punch. 

Continental Marines often had to be content with “grog” which is simply rum di-

luted with water.   But whenever possible, they preferred their rum mixed with 

sugar and fruit as rum punch.  Major Samuel Nicholas, whom we hold to be our 

first Commandant, as a young buck in Philadelphia, was a member of the sports-

man’s club called Schuykill Fishing Company.  As such he was certainly familiar 

with Philadelphia Fish House Punch.  As we make it, Fortitudine Punch is a mod-

ern version of Fish House Punch.  Our version of the punch simplifies the old, but 

with modern conveniences.  For example, instead of steeping the juice of two doz-

en lemons with a pound of sugar, we  simply use two 12-ounce cans of frozen lem-

onade.  Rather than ruin good champagne we diluter the mixture with club soda 

and ginger ale. 

The recipe:-   -one-half gallon of a darkish rum 

- one pint of peach brandy 

- two 12-ounce cans of frozen lemonade concentrate 

- two quart bottles of club soda 

- two quart bottles of ginger ale 

- float slices of one orange, one lemon, and two limes 

 - sufficient ice to cool down the resultant fires 

Caution: Fortitudine Punch, as its well-known ancestor, can be insidious.  It tastes 

good and goes down smoothly, but judgment and caution are advised.   

And why is punch called punch?  It comes from the Sanskrit word “panch” mean-

ing five (remember Sukarno’s “panch shilla”, five principles of coexistence) for the 

five ingredients - a strong, a weak, a sweet, a sour, and a flavor. 

Semper Fi -William Cargill 919/363-3468 

Due to the original 1st place pistol shoot 

winner’s ineligibility, there was a re-

draw for the first place pistol raffle on 

Wednesday night’s MCL Tar Heel De-

tachment # 733 meeting.  The pistol was 

for the Kimber Raptor II .45 Cal. 1911.  

The winner is Joe Pisarik (pictured be-

low) from Rocky Mount, North Caroli-

na.  Marine Pisarik is a MCL Rocky 

Mount detachment member and a mem-

ber of the VFW.  Our Pistol  Raffle Co-

ordinator, Earl Linthicom, according to 

quality control policy, had preserved all 

the raffle tickets in order to ensure this 

procedure was a smooth one.   



 

 

Jr. Vice Commandant’s Jr. Vice Commandant’s Jr. Vice Commandant’s    
CommentsCommentsComments   

Bruce GoedenBruce GoedenBruce Goeden   

SCUTTLEBUTT  February 2016 PAGE 9   

A 
nother Marine 

This will be the 2nd of a 3-installment short tour as Sr. 

Vice. Cdt. of The Tar Heel Detachment, MCL. 

More later about life after active duty. 

Some more Rambling: A fellow new butter bar and I landed in Da 

Nang a hot smelly day in Oct ’66.  “Mother Green” lost our seabags 

enroute from Kadena... While I looked for them up and down the 

flight line my buddy unbeknownst to me signed us both up for 3rd 

Recon Bn. at in processing…   

The first night there C Co. 1st Sgt,  Clifford Mooney asked me for a 

private word near a joint beer consuming area.   His first sentence 

was, “Lt. you outrank me…” He asked if he could offer some ad-

vice; of course, I said yes.  He said, “Lt, if you take care of your 

troops and you listen to them you might make it home alive”. 

I listened to him, I tried to take care of my troops and I listened to 

my troops. 

7 days in country and while being inserted on my 1st recon patrol I 

tore the crotch out of Capt. Gardner’s (C Co. CO) borrowed jungle 

utilities jumping into jungle grass after inching down the 34’s wheel 

struts.  At our harbor site that night I poured several healthy… 

squirts of GI bug juice onto my privates thru the tear hole to prevent 

leeches from enjoying a warm night.  Immediate burning and scabs 

lasting beyond 1.5 weeks resulted; I never admitted my chemical 

error to anyone. 

Our 7-man recon patrol was led by an experienced Lance Corporal. 

My fellow butter bar and I were “observers” (students).  As we 

moved up a Mtn. trail the 2 of us were “tail-end-charlies”.   We 

heard a M-14 round being fired up front.  Word was passed back 

that our LCpl. had killed a “fair game” VC on the trail.   

At the end of our 7-days we were surprised (the VC had smartly 

followed us) attacked by a VC machine gun firing from a ridgeline 

down on to our extraction LZ.  It was my first zip-zip of way too 

near unfriendly rounds. The Marine next to me was hit in the gut 

and treated by our Doc as we fired on full-auto back at the enemy.  

Birds (two H-34’s) were already on the way to extract us.  The 

Lance Corporal Patrol Leader called for some fixed wing and the 

34’s acted as FAC’s.  A single F -4  “Nape” hopefully cleared the 

VC from the ridgeline. Once on the bird we fired our M-14’s out of 

the 34’s hatch at ridgeline for insurance and to protect our noisy but 

oh! so wonderful rescue angels.  We landed our wounded Marine at 

the Med facility at Da Nang.  As we got out of the 34, the crew 

chief discovered 100% octane avgas leaking out of several VC bul-

let holes in the 34 fuselage (thank God they weren’t tracer holes).    

We had rain most of the patrol so once a replacement bird took us 

back to Bn. At helipad we were greeted by Top Mooney with some 

medicinal brandy from lead corpsman’s legitimate stash (a great 

USN tradition apparently no longer  politically correct).  Our Ma-

rine recovered and got back to us in 3 wks or so ready to go.  

Top Mooney noticed that my left suspender strap brass tang had a 

bullet hole in it and that there was a bullet entrance and exit hole in 

the Skipper’s utility jacket.  There were 2 M-26 grenades in the left 

pocket.  The round that hit the Marine next to me had passed behind 

the grenades in the pocket.  I wasn’t scratched. Some of you have 

seen the jacket, the brass tang and the holes… 

Semper Fidelis!   

Toby 

Sr. Vice Commandant’s  Sr. Vice Commandant’s  Sr. Vice Commandant’s     
MessageMessageMessage   

Toby RobertsToby RobertsToby Roberts   

H 
ello to Everyone,   January and 

the Storm of 2016 is Behind Us  

It was a tough Competition but I 

beat out all Challengers for the Senior Vice 

Position!! Those of you who were there 

know the Truth!  I look forward after the 

swearing in Ceremony to be a Better Senior 

Vice than I was a Jr Vice. Most of you may 

not know that I am following in the foot-

steps of Greats like Harry Schweitzer, Bill 

Mize, Russ Oliver and Toby Roberts!   As I 

have been in the past and now even more.  I 

am here for EACH and EVERY ONE you!!  

As always I ask for your Help, and Most of 

ALL Your Feedback!!!  I Really want to 

know what you as Members of the Tar Heel 

Detachment feel about what is happening 

and can Happen along with any Ideas Or 

Suggestions that will make it Run Even 

Better and As Smoothly as Possible!!  I 

have learned to be not Dismayed or even 

Surprised, If what gets done is Criticized. 

We will All Make Mistakes, We can not De-

ny, But Mistakes are only made by those 

who Try!!!  Do not stop trying!  For when 

YOU Accept the Challenges of any thing in 

Life ,you will be able to feel the Exhilara-

tion of Victory!!  That is Why and How “ 

YOU Became A United States Marine”    

Text Me , E Mail Me but most of all get in-

volved and make our  Detachment the Best 

in the USA!!!! 

Text # 919-720-7066  Email  =  

ymsdibg@yahoo.com 

 

OooooooohRa  and Semper Fi  Bruce 

Goeden   

mailto:ymsdibg@yahoo.com
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There is a small green shack next to the Tomb. What is it for?  

'The Box' (as it is affectionately known) is used primarily during 

wreath laying ceremonies for the Sentinel to retreat to while flowers 

and Taps are being presented. There also is a phone with a direct 

line downstairs to the Tomb Guard Quarters. This is used in times 

of emergencies or just to notify the next shift of something. 

Has anyone ever tried to get past the Tomb guards, or attempt-

ed to deface the Tomb? 

Yes, that is the reason why we now guard the Tomb. Back in the 

early 1920's, we didn't have guards and the Tomb looked much 

different. It was flat at ground level without the 70 ton marble 'cap'. 

People often came to the cemetery in those days and a few actually 

used the Tomb as a picnic area, likely because of the view. Soon 

after in 1925, they posted a civilian guard. In 1926, a US Army 

soldier was posted during cemetery hours. On July 1, 1937 guard 

duty was expanded to the 24 hour watch. Since then, the ceremony 

has evolved throughout the years to you see today. Today, most of 

the challenges faced by the Sentinels are tourists who are speaking 

too loudly or attempting to get a better picture (by entering the 

post). 

What happened to the soldier that was in the Tomb from the 

Vietnam War? 

The remains of the Vietnam Unknown Soldier were exhumed May 

14, 1998. Based on mitochondrial DNA testing, DoD scientists 

identified the remains as those of Air Force 1st Lt. Michael Joseph 

Blassie, who was shot down near An Loc, Vietnam, in 1972. It has 

been decided that the crypt that contained the remains of the Vi-

etnam Unknown will remain vacant. (Further Background) (News 

Article from the Department of Defense) 

What is it like to guard in bad weather? 

The Sentinels at the Tomb of 

the Unknown Soldier are com-

pletely dedicated to their duty 

of guarding the Tomb. In fact, 

line eight of our Sentinel's 

Creed refers to the 

"discomfort of the elements". 

Because of their dedication, 

the weather does not bother 

them. In fact, it is considered 

an honor to walk the mat during inclement weather. It gets cold, it 

gets hot and the mission continues as it has unbroken since 1937. 

Do you guard in a blizzard or a bad thunderstorm? 

YES, but the accomplishment of the mission and welfare of the 

Soldier is never put at risk. The Tomb Guards have contingencies 

that are ready to be executed if the weather conditions ever place 

the Soldiers at risk of injury or death (i.e. lightning, high winds, 

etc). This ensures that Sentinels can continue the mission while 

ensuring safety. It is the responsibility of the Chain of Command 

from the Sergeant of the Guard to the Regimental Commander to 

ensure mission accomplishment and soldier welfare at all times. 

It was erroneously reported that during Hurricane Isabel, the Senti-

nels were ordered to abandon their posts for shelter and that they 

refused. No such order was ever given. All proper precautions were 

taken to ensure the safety of the Sentinels while accomplishing their 

mission. Risk assessments are constantly conducted by the Chain of 

Command during changing conditions to ensure that soldier wel-

fare is maintained during mission accomplishment. 

Do you guard all night long, even when the cemetery is closed? 

The Tomb is guarded 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. In fact, there 

has been a Sentinel on duty in front of the Tomb every minute of 

every day since 1937. 

How many Sentinels have been female? 

There have been over 630 tomb guards awarded the badge since 

1958 when we started counting. There are hundreds more from the 

year 1926 when the Army started guarding the Tomb. The 3rd US 

Infantry (The Old Guard) is the unit that has been given the duty 

of guarding the Tomb. It was given this sacred duty in 1948. The 

Old Guard was -- and still is -- considered a com-

bat unit. As an Infantry unit, females were not 

permitted in the ranks for many years. It wasn't 

until 1994 that females were permitted to volun-

teer to become a Sentinel when the 289th Military 

Police Company was attached to the Old Guard. 

The MP branch is a combat support unit and in-

cludes females.  In 1996, SGT Heather Johnson 

became the first female to earn the Tomb Guard 

Identification Badge. She volunteered for duty in 

June 1995 and earned her badge in 1996. Howev-

er, SGT Johnson was not the only female Sentinel. Since then, 

there have been two additional 

female Sentinels awarded the 

Tomb Guard Identification Badge. 

SGT Danyell Wilson earned her 

badge in 1997, and SSG Tonya 

Bell received hers in 1998.  Sever-

al other units have since been at-

tached to the Old Guard -- food 

service, transportation, medics, 

etc. -- so now females have an 

ever greater opportunity to become 

a Sentinel. Females must meet the same requirements as the male 

soldiers to be eligible to volunteer at the Tomb. the only difference 

is that females have a minimum height of 5'8" -- which is the same 

standard to be a member of the Old Guard. 

Is the rifle that the Sentinel carries loaded? 

Tomb Guards carry fully functional 

M14 rifles. Given the current cli-

mate surrounding the relatively re-

cent tragic events in Canada (attack 

upon the guard at the Canadian War 

Memorial), we will no longer be 

answering questions relating to spe-

cifics regarding current security and 

armament at the Tomb of the Un-

known Soldier. We appreciate your 

understanding. Rest assured, that the 

US Army has the post secured as it has been since we started 

guard duty at the shrine in 1926. 

To learn more about the Tomb Guards and the Tomb of the Un-

known Soldier, refer to the Society of the Honor Guard,  Tomb of 

the Unknown,  https://tombguard.org/ 

Arlington National Cemetery Tomb Guards 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Continued from page 7 

SGT Heather Johnson 

SGT Danyell Wilson 

http://www.qmfound.com/mortuary-affairs.htm#Tomb
http://www.defenselink.mil/news/fact_sheets/vubackgr.htm
http://www.defenselink.mil/news/newsarticle.aspx?id=41578
http://www.defenselink.mil/news/newsarticle.aspx?id=41578
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Go to  

http://ROM 

GUNNY CLAUSE 

http://www.gunnyclaus.org/ 

Go to  

100% of the proceeds raised by the 1st Reindeer Division go to Marine Families and Kids so that they may enjoy Christ-
mas during their Marines Deployment as well as their return. We go above and beyond to make certain a little Christmas 
Magic comes their way. 

 

This organization is a Public Charity and exempt under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code EIN: 45-3732681 

Mission 

"No Kid Left Behind at Christmas" . The Mission of the 1st Reindeer Division is to utilize all USMC resources to make certain 
that kids and families from 1 to 106 years old are remembered at Christmas.  

Priority One is the kids of Marines serving in harm's way.  
 

FROM   GUNNY CLAUSE 

Support Today  By Check or Money Order Payable to  

The 1st Reindeer Division 
Mail your contribution to the divisions outpost at:1st 

Reindeer Division 

  7343 West Friendly Ave. Suite E 

  Greensboro, NC 27410 
  http://www.gunnyclaus.org/ 

From Gunny Clause: 

Thank you to all the volunteers and donors who help-

led make this 2015 Christmas Season a great success!  

Thanks to you, we were able to visit with over 10,000 

Marine and Navy Children in over 76 locations in 3 

states.  Volunteers dedicated over 1000 hours to this 

mission.  Mission Accomplished!   



 

 

 
 

 

 

MARINE CORPS LEAGUE  

TAR HEEL DETACHMENT #733 

Minutes February 3, 2016 

 

Opening ceremony was held at 1904 hours at the Christ the King Lutheran Church in Cary, NC.  The meeting 

was conducted by Commandant John Dilday.  There were 27 in attendance. 

Recognition of Guests.  The Commandant welcomed all members and wished them a great new year.  He recog-

nized the following guests:  William Cargill and Kevin Jobst.    

Roll Call of Officers: PRESENT except as noted: 
John Dilday, Commandant; Toby Roberts, Sr. Vice Commandant;  Bruce Goeden, Jr. Vice Commandant; 

Tyrone Ashe, Judge Advocate; Andrew Blizzard, Jr. Past Commandant; Suellen Beaulieu, Adjutant; James 

Cox, Paymaster; Jim Niver, Chaplain; David Gardner, Eagle Scout Coordinator, and Doug Smith, Young 

Marine Coordinator. 

EXCUSED: none   

Drawing for the 2015 Pistol Raffle Winner.  Earl Linthicom reported that there needed to be another drawing 

for the winner of the 1st place Kimber pistol since the original individual was ineligible under the rules of the 

drawing – he didn’t comply with “all Federal, ATF, State and local law.”  The tickets were preserved.  The 

drawing took place and the 1st place winner of the Kimber Raptor II .45 Cal. 1911 Pistol is Joe Pisarik of 

Rocky Mount, NC.       

Applications for new members. There were 2 new applications for membership. Marines Kevin Jobst, and Wil-

liam Cargill.  A motion was made by Suellen Beaulieu and seconded by Earl Linthicom to approve Kevin 

Jobst for detachment membership.  Motion approved.  A motion was made by Suellen Beaulieu and seconded 

by James Lewis to approve William Cargill for detachment membership.  Motion approved. 

Nomination and Election of Detachment Officers for 2016-2017  The nominations and elections of Detach-

ment officers was conducted by DoNC Sr Vice Commandant, Jeff Jones.  Earl Linthicom nominated John 

Dilday for Commandant.  Andrew Blizzard nominated Bruce Goeden for Sr Vice Commandant.  Andrew 

Blizzard nominated Tyrone Ashe for Jr Vice Commandant.  John Dilday nominated James White for Judge 

Advocate.  All offices were unopposed.  The Adjutant caste one vote for the slate of offices.  Our newly 

elected officers are:  Commandant – John Dilday; Sr Vice Commandant – Bruce Goeden; Jr Vice Comman-

dant – Tyrone Ashe; and Judge Advocate – James White.  The Installation of Officers will be on March 13th 

at Devil’s Ridge Golf Club at 1600 hours. 

Minutes of Previous Meeting: The minutes of January 6, 2015 were published in the January Scuttlebutt.  A 

motion was made by Mike Snyder and seconded by James Lewis to accept the January minutes.  Motion 

passed.   

Correspondence:  All correspondence from Dept. of NC has been forwarded to members via e-mail or in the 

Scuttlebutt.   

Reports: 
Paymaster: report was submitted and approved pending audit by voice vote.  Balance check book is 

$9,160.52, CD Balance $2133.00.  Motion to approve paymasters report as presented subject to audit was 

made by Earl Linthicom and seconded by Suellen Beaulieu.  Motion approved. 

Sickness or Distress: Please keep the following in your thoughts and prayers:  
Bob Federico, recovering from heart problems 

Coble Staley, John Staley’s wife  recovering from hip replacement 

Pat Harris, Brooks Harris’ wife  recovering from a stroke      

Pat Milligan lost both his parents two days apart in January. 

Standing Committees: 

Sr. Vice Commandant:  Toby Roberts  N/A 
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Jr. Vice Commandant:  Bruce Goeden reported that Frank Mansfield is doing fine and his shower upgrade 

has been completed.  He loves it!   

Judge Advocate: Tyrone Ashe.  N/A  

Jr. Past Commandant:  Andrew Blizzard.  The Wake County Veterans Council is working to improve 

turnout for the Veterans Parade on Veterans’ Day.   

Public Relations.  James Lewis  N/A 

Sgt-At-Arms: Ed Romanoski   Collected $ 47.00 for the flower fund; $69.00 for 50/50.  $35.00 to winner; 

$34.00 to detachment.  Total to the detachment $81.00.  

Eagle Scouts:  David Gardener reported The two Courts of Honor for Eagle Scouts scheduled in January 

were cancelled due to weather.  No reschedule dates yet.  There is an COH on 13 Feb at Christ the King 

Church Cary at 1500. 

Capitol City Young Marines Doug Smith reports currently there are 63 Young Marines, 22 certified regis-

tered volunteers and a recruit class of 22.  Largest contingency to date for the unit.   

Pistol Shoot: The next pistol shoot is February17th   

Unfinished Business: 

Pistol Raffle for 2016:  Earl Linthicum reported that he has scheduled 4 more gun shows and requested that 

all do their share in selling tickets.  This is our largest fundraiser and we need everyone to work to make 

it a success!  Earl also reminded that we a supporting the Wounded Warrior East Bn, located at Camp 

Lejeune, not the national one  

Update on Memorial Day.  Tyrone Ashe reports that planning for the event is progressing nicely.  The times 

have been adjusted slightly - set up to start at 10 AM and the program to begin at 11 AM   

New Business:  

Installation Banquet (Date).  The date for the Installation banquet will be Sunday, 13 March 2016 at Dev-

il’s Ridge Golf Club @ 1600.  Further information will be sent to the detachment.  

Good of the League 

Letter from the National Commandant email sent to detachment  

There is concern about the disrepair of the State Veterans’ Cemeteries in North Carolina.  Jeff Jones is on a 

committee looking into this if you would like to contact him.   

Announcements: 
Young Marines meet each Monday at 1830 (this month at Marine Reserve Center, Western Blvd Raleigh) 

Eagle Scout Court of Honor February 13th, 1500 at Christ the King Lutheran Church, 600 Walnut St, Cary. 

February 17th 1900 Pistol and Rifle shoot at Wake County Indoor Firing range.    

Detachment Officer Installation Banquet will be at Devils Ridge Golf Club on Sunday, March 13th at 1600 

(more details to follow).  

Mid Winter Mid East Division Meeting March 4-6 in Fredericksburg, Virginia. 

Wake County Veterans Council meets at 1800 American Legion Post #1 3600 Lee Road Raleigh on February 

24th at1800.   

DoNC Quarterly Meeting March 18-19 in Greensboro at the Holiday Inn Airport Hotel. (details to follow). 

Next Monthly meeting for Detachment will be Wednesday March 4, 2016 beginning at 1800 with dinner and 

social hour.  Business Meeting at 1900 

Report of KIA for the months of January 2016:  Happy to report no Marine KIA in January months.  Howev-

er, would like to take a moment of silent prayer for the 12 Marines who lost their lives in a training accident 

in Oahu, Hawaii in January. 

Closing Ceremony:  The meeting was adjourned at 2043 hours.  The next meeting is March 4th 2016. 
 

Respectfully submitted,  

Suellen Beaulieu  

Adjutant 

Semper Fidelis 
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Drawing will be week of November 10th 2016 
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Birthdays Italic  

Semper Fi ‘Til the Day I Die 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1 2 3 

Det 

Mtg 

4 5 6 

 

7 

 

8 

 

9 10 

 

11 
 

12 

 

 

13 
 

14  15 
 

16 
Randal 

Rempfer 

17 

Pistol 

Shoot 

18 
James 

Cox 

19 
 

20 
 

21 
 

22 

 

23 

 

24 
 

25 
Harry 

Chaffin 

Wilber 

Spence 

26 
 

27 

 

28 

 

29  

 

 
 

 
 

  

  

FEBRUARY 2016 

Sun Mo Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  1 2 

Det 

Mtg 

3 
John 

Booth 

4 
Robert 

Mann 
 

5 
 

6 
Tyrone 

Ashe 

7 
 

8 
 

9 

 

10 

 

11 
Bob 

Fedorico 

12 
Sandy 

Mazzu 

13 
 

14 
 

 

15 
 

16 

Pistol 

Shoot 

17 

 

18 
 

19 

 

20 
 

21 

 

 

22 
Anita 

Horne 

23 

 

24 
 

25 
 

26 
 

27 
 

28 

 

29 
Herman 

Matthew 

30 
Paul 

Seiler 

31   

 

MARCH 2016 




