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haPPY BirThdaY!
Happy birthday to all our tutors born in September!

Maria Acosta - Sam Antar - Lillian Baum - Michelle Berman - 
Adrienne Brosseau - Joan Calarco -Helen Capece - Lisa Chieco -
Janice Collins - Carol Cook - Peggy Dublin - Rhea Epstein - Sylvia
Essman  Leslie Feinberg - Kelly Filippone - Laura Garcia - Freya
Grice - Elinor Haber - Avra Hammerschlag - Donald Hayde - Susan
Higney - Amy Karofsky - Cynthia Katz - Linda Klein - Alison Kohler -
Margaret Latronica - Kathy Leibowitz - Marie Levy - Maxene Liver-
pool - Alison Marooney - Marie Marsac - Karen Meredith - Lois
Miceli - Andrew Mihopulos - Paul Nelson - Judy O'Connell - Alison
Orme - Karla Padawer Solomon - Gloria Petitto - Linda Pierce -
Rona Rappe - Marcy Ruggiero - Stan Schickler - Arlyne Skolnik -
Jeanmarie Tener - Blanche Tyrkko - Naureen Virani - Maria Vivona -
Janine Washinger - Loretta White - Linda White - Colleen Woodell

BaCk To sChooL, ring The BeLL! TuTor sPoTLighT

(submitted by Sara Izquierdo)

I hope everyone has enjoyed this lovely summer!  The sum-
mer is such a wonderful time, filled with vacations, beach days,
family gatherings and adventures. Not to mention work, kids,
and many other responsibilities.  Sometimes between your
schedule and theirs, it can be difficult to maintain regular class
meetings with your one-on-one student.  But the fall, when
everyone is in back-to-school mode, is a great time for both 
tutors and students to reconnect and recommit.  

If you haven’t seen each other for a while, take some time to
chat about your summer experiences.  If your student took a
trip to their home country, they may not have been practicing
English very much, so they might need to ease back in. You can
do that by asking lots of questions.  Where did you go? How did
you get there? Who did you see?  What was your favorite part?
Bring some pictures from your summer adventures to prompt
them to ask questions too. If your student likes to write, this
would be a great opportunity to work on a piece for Open Door
about a trip they took, a favorite memory, or their country or
family.

Why not take this opportunity to try a new strategy? Maybe 
incorporate songs into some lessons.  While I was writing this
piece, I had the White Stripes song “We’re Going to Be Friends”
playing in my head. It’s a song about starting a new school year
and making new friends. The lyrics are simple and sung very
clearly, and there is so much to work with! It starts like this: 

“Fall is here, hear the yell
Back to school, ring the bell

Brand new shoes, walking blues
Climb the fence, books and pens

I can tell that we are gonna be friends”

Besides all the back- to-school references, there are the 
homophones ‘here’ and ‘hear’, and the word ‘gonna’ – all in the
first verse!  Song lyrics provide the material for sneaking in
grammar points without making them the focus of your lesson.

If you are looking for new resources to make a fresh start this
school year, we have an ELL resource bundle that includes a
copy of Word By Word Picture Dictionary and the accompany-
ing workbook.  These books can help build vocabulary and work
on formulating sentences.  They are filled with detailed pictures
that can be used as speaking and writing prompts.  Contact
your literacy specialist to find out more.

Although the summer
must come to an end, the
opportunity for learning
never does.  I hope you
can use some of these
suggestions to get the
new season off to a great
start.  Maybe they’ll even
earn you a freshly picked
autumn apple!

(submitted by Rebecca Figueras)

waiTing on TeXT 

Congratulations to our own
Umama and her new 

husband!  

We had an amazing time at
their beautiful 

wedding and wish them a
lifetime of happiness.

weLCome: anne-marie PoLiviou
After taking a break from the corporate world to build a 

foundation at home for her girls, she's decided to go Back to
Work!  "Like your first day of school, coming back to work can
be frightening. Literacy Nassau's home is so warm and 
welcoming unlike some of those treacherous school hallways!  I
hope to  help Karen and her team so that they can continue to
change the literacy life of others". 
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(submitted by Digna Johnson)

Last week my CDL students and I attended an open house at Guardian Bus Company.  I was surprised the students were asked to
complete a job application.  It reminded me how quickly opportunities can present themselves and that we should be prepared for
them.  Then I asked myself, how many of our students can complete an employment application on the spot?   That day I helped my
students understand words that were difficult to read, spelling was required, information about their past employment was neces-
sary and references were asked for.   While I was helping my students by explaining the meanings of words, providing the correct
spelling and basically helping them complete the job application, I said to myself, this was a job in itself.  I have decided to include in
my upcoming lessons,  activities for completing a job application.  Our students are always looking for better employment and they
need to have the skills to complete a job application on their own. 

Your student/s may want to look for a job or they might want to find a better one, how can you help them? Here are some 
suggestions.  First, work with them to understand how to fill out a job application completely.  Yes, it’s going to include reading,
writing, spelling and remembering present and past information.  Below are some tips to assist in this. 

Think about the kind of work that will make you happy Think about learning
•  What do you want to do for many years? •  Do you like to learn new things? 
•  What kind of company do you want to work for? •  Do you often look for ways to learn new skills?
•  Will you be a better employee if you are satisfied with 

your job and you like your company? 

Think about your skills Think about your communication skills
•  What skills will you bring to a job?  Are they useful skills? •  Do I have the communication skills for this job?
•  Do you have any special talents? •  How can I improve my communication skills for this job?

summer inTerns resourCe CenTer: PronunCiaTion

TiPs on heLPing Your sTudenT geT a JoB

(submitted by Cindy Cabrera)

When students inform us that they want to perfect their pro-
nunciation; sometimes we may say to ourselves “How can I
teach pronunciation?” Even as native speakers, sometimes we
don’t know how our sound system works. It is a very complex
system with many rules.  At the same time, it’s a very fascinat-
ing system and linguistically it all makes sense.  I 
personally love the show ‘Game of Thrones’.  The producers of
this show hired a professional linguist to create an original 
language based on the series.  This  proves there are rules to
sounds. 

As an ESOL teacher myself  I was always looking for new 
resources.  I found that watching YouTube videos helped me
improve on certain pronunciation issues.  YouTube is such a
great resource in general for students and teachers. One 
specific channel I want to introduce you to is:  JenniferESL.  Her
channel focuses on various topics geared towards improving
student’s language learning experience.  

Jennifer has a series called “Pronunciation of English Vowels.”
This series will teach you about front vowels, back vowels, 
central vowels, diphthongs, etc.  Although this may seem very 
intimidating, Jennifer does a great job explaining it so it’s very
easy to understand.   She explains how the position of our lips,
tongue, jaw, teeth, etc. affects how we pronounce words. 
Having this basic understanding will assist you in your tutoring
your student(s).  Below is the link to her YouTube channel.  You
can search for her series on Pronunciation and other
informative videos.  Always remember you become a great 
resourceful teacher by continuously learning new things. 

visit her YouTube channel at
https://www.youtube.com/user/JenniferesL

(submitted by Kim Nau)

If you received this newsletter in the mail, please thank our
fabulous interns.  This summer we welcomed 3 new interns
from our ONA ESL classes thanks to the generosity of the Guru
Krupa Foundation.  They would like to introduce themselves to
you:

My name is Karen (pictured center) and I am from China. I have
been a stay-home mom for twelve years and am looking forward
to going back to the workforce. Literacy Nassau's English 
program has helped me brush up on my English. The internship
program has also taught me valuable skills for working in a 
professional office environment.

My name is Yizhi Xie (pictured left).  I was a nurse in China for
three years.  I came to the U.S. in last summer and I found the 
Literacy Nassau adult program online.  I have been taking 
Literacy Nassau English classes at the Hillside Library since 
January, 2017 and I got the internship this June. 

I am Sunhee (pictured right). After I completed my Master’s 
degree in software engineering, I worked in Research and 
Development for Samsung Electronics and Motorola in South
Korea.  In February I moved
to N.Y. and fortunately I got
a chance at Literacy Nas-
sau’s internship program
and it gave me the opportu-
nity to learn about American
culture and fulfil my dream
of working in the USA. 

We are grateful for their
willingness to work hard and integrate  themselves in the
American workforce.        
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FareweLL From oCaria dimango

After seven wonderful years, it is bittersweet to announce that I am leaving my
position at Literacy Nassau. I have accepted the position for Adult Program 

Coordinator at the Oceanside Library. In the past few years, I have grown an
interest in the library and informational sciences field and have since been 

accepted into the graduate program at St. John’s University. I will begin my studies
this fall so this career change comes at the perfect time to start this next chapter in
my life. My new role will entail bringing in new programs to the Oceanside library
and being the contact for community outreach. I am very excited to join this library
because they are making some progressive changes to the way libraries usually run
and could be pioneers in changing how we view our libraries.

But I could not leave without showing gratitude to Literacy Nassau. My experi-
ence at Literacy Nassau has shaped who I am today. I have grown so much in this
agency that I couldn’t have made these decisions without this experience. I started
Literacy Nassau as a literacy specialist when I was 22, living with my parents and
where most young adults are at that age - unsure of what I wanted to do in life.
Since then, I have moved out, got married, developed the Small Group Instruction
program and grew into the position of Program Director. 

How could I not thank Literacy Nassau for all of this valuable life experience? It’s
been amazing to be part of a team that helped this organization grow into what it
is today; that is priceless. And lastly, the volunteers and students, where do I start?
I’ve met so many students that have demonstrated courage either by starting a
new life in this country and learning a new language, gaining their citizenship or
improving their reading skills. They have taught me what true commitment really
is. And I have to thank the volunteers for being such amazing role models. I will
take all of our wonderful conversations, your great advice and support and bring it
with me in this next endeavor. Thank you for all that you do, you all have touched
my heart. I look forward to this next chapter and hope to cross paths with you in
the future! 

Want to help plan
the festivities for 
Literacy Nassau’s
50th birthday?
We’re putting 

together a volunteer
planning team!  
Contact Karen to
get involved at 
kmicciche@

literacynassau.org.
All are welcome.
Planning meetings
will begin this fall.
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