
YOUR RACKHEATH 

 Parish Council achieves Quality Award 

The Parish Council achieved a double whammy this summer by get-
ting a Quality Status Award in the Local Council Award Scheme and 
the adoption of Rackheath Neighbourhood Plan. 

Presenting the Award, Phil Harris congratulated the Parish Council 
and said, “The Award is evidence of the council’s commitment to 
ongoing improvement and development and good governance and 
good practice in managing the business and finances of the councils 
and its service to the community. The Panel were particularly im-
pressed with your high levels of community engagement using a 
range of media; from a detailed website through to your recent Neigh-
bourhood Plan”.    

This is a significant achievement for the Parish Council members and 
the Parish Clerk, who have all worked hard to gain this award. We are particularly pleased with the acknowledge-
ment of our high level of community engagement and we will strive to improve further. The Parish Council now 
has a firm base of good governance to face the challenges that will affect Rackheath in the future. 

We have recently welcomed two new Parish Councillors, Pippa Nurse and Sam Youngs who have both joined  
the Planning Committee, Pippa was on the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group. Sam is advising on developing 
our Parish Council website. We are now just one member short, so if you are interested get in touch.  

You are welcome to attend any Parish Council or Committee meeting and talk to us. Full Parish Council meetings 
will be held on Mondays- 16 October, 20 November, 18 December at 7.30pm in the Pavilion at Stracey Playing 
Field, Green Lane West. See our website or noticeboards for details. Hope to see you there soon!  
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Rackheath Firework Extravaganza! 

Friday 3rd November 2017– Gates open 6pm  

Stracey Playing Field, Green Lane West  

Following on from the resounding success of last year’s firework display, the first one organised by the Parks and 

Leisure Committee, it’s happening again only this time bigger and better!  

Rackheath is the only local display to have three firers on three firing lines synchronised with stop watches. Our 

Chairman Brian Gardner got himself qualified at his own expense in order to let off these display grade fireworks, 

and if you thought last year’s display was good you’re in for a treat as this year we’ve increased his budget! 

Rackheath Fireworks Spectacular will have a Camp Fire, Community Bar run by volunteers, BBQ provided by the 

Sole & Heel, Donuts, Fair rides and Chips. More details to be found on Facebook.  

Tickets available on the gate: £5 for adults, £2 for children under 16, under 2s free 

Your Quality Parish Council 

Phil Harris, Deputy Chief Executive of Norfolk 

Association of Local Councils presents the award 

to Parish Council Chairman Emma Whymark  

Emma 



Housing Development in Rackheath  

The Parish Council is consulted on all planning applications for new property within Rackheath and the Members 

of our Planning Committee consider and make recommendations on applications based on relevant ’planning 

considerations’ and policies in the new Rackheath Neighbourhood Plan. 

The Planning Committee members are all Parish Councillors and the meetings are chaired by Simon Hunt, who 

is joined by Fran Whymark, Pippa Nurse and Sam Youngs. The meetings are open to the public and usually held 

just before the Parish Council meeting at 7pm on the third Monday of the month in the Pavilion, Green Lane 

West.  

Since Rackheath was allocated with three large 

sites for developments in the Greater Norwich 

Area Action Plan we have been expecting these 

formal planning applications. The first of these 

arrived for 322 homes on land off Green Lane 

West (see map). Broadland Council set public 

consultation on this application until 6 October 

2017. The Parish Council will be making a formal 

response at their next meeting so let us know 

your views. We are advised that work is unlikely 

to start on this site until late 2018/19. 

There is another allocated site south of Green 

Lane East for around 200 new homes  and we 

are advised that the planning application for this 

development is expected  later this year or 2018.  

We understand that the planning application for 

the North Rackheath masterplan for 3,000 homes 

coordinated by Barratts, Broadland Council and 

Building Partnerships is due in soon.   

The Parish Council will keep residents informed of progress with these larger planning applications and will hold 

public exhibitions of plans where possible. To view all planning applications and planning information check out 

the Broadland District Council website at www.broadland.gov.uk/plans. We encourage residents to make their  

comments on planning applications direct to Broadland Council and come to a meeting to tell us your views or 

send the Parish Council a copy of your comments.   

Rackheath Archive 

Have you lived in Rackheath for a long time? Or 

are you interested in the history of the village? 

 The Parish Council has set up a Rackheath 

Archive group to try and document the history of 

the village, particularly the social history.   

We are holding a drop-in event on Saturday 7th 

October 10-1 at Holy Trinity Church.   

If you have any items you can bring along 

(newspaper cuttings, photos etc) we’d love to see them and make digital copies if possible.  Alternatively you 

are welcome to come and have a chat and tell us your stories.   No charge and tea, coffee and cake provided! 



A fantastic, fun, family event is how the children from Rackheath Primary School felt about Rackheath Live this 

year, where everyone got together to sing, dance and enjoy the food, drink and funfair rides.   

The team from the Parish Council’s Parks and Leisure Committee were delighted that the event had a true com-

munity feel-good vibe this year and the highlight for us was the dancing Police Officers (pictured above). They 

said ‘Yes!’ without hesitation when asked to dance but only if it could be to Cha Cha Slide! We wonder if that’s 

the one they practice in the station? 

We welcomed a few new bands and singers along with some of our old favourites including our host for the day, 

Dom! Sadly this was Dom’s last year as host but with Jezza running the stage next year we’ll be in safe hands, 

he has hosted the main stage at Sundown for the past 2 years so he definitely knows what he’s doing! 

We can only run this event with local sponsorship and we would like to thank all our sponsors and supporters 

this year who included Cozens Lighting, Hose Services, Broadland Towbars, Tipples, Norfolk Homes and 

Heathwood Gospel Hall Trust.    

If you’re a local business and want to get involved or 

support the event we have sponsorship & advertising 

opportunities available from just £35, please get in 

touch if you feel you can help. 

SAVE THE DATE– 1 JULY 2018  

Parish Council Grants for Local Organisations 2017/18 

The Parish Council appreciates that voluntary organisations can sometimes struggle 

with funding and we set aside a small fund each year to support local groups who are 

now invited to make an application for a grant in the forthcoming year.    

Please also get in touch if you have longer term development plans which require a 

grant as the Parish Council will be drawing up a 5 year Strategic Plan for the village 

and will be identifying future community needs and how these can be supported.  

Applications should be made to the Parish Clerk. 

Rackheath Live 2017 



To contact the Parish Council  

You can contact our  Parish Clerk, Diana Dring on 01603 758249  

Email: clerk@rackheathparishcouncil.org.uk   

Come to our monthly public meetings at the Pavilion, Stracey Playing Field, Green Lane West 

See Website for more details-: -www.rackheathparishcouncil.norfolkparishes.gov.uk  

Village Noticeboards or Facebook: search - Rackheath Parish Council    

Email Parish Councillors directly by using their full name... @rackheathparishcouncil. org.uk 

Emma Whymark (Chair) Paula Lowe, Simon Hunt, Tracy Buckley, Rebekah Hughes, Fran Whymark,  

 Brian Gardner, Julie Hunt, Pippa Nurse and Sam Youngs + one vacancy 

Rackheath Neighbourhood Plan is completed following the public referendum on 19 

July 2017 when the majority vote was a decisive YES!  

Rackheath Neighbourhood Plan is now a statutory document with 28 policies which 

planners are required to refer to when making any new planning applications and 

both Broadland Council and the Parish Council will be checking to make sure that it 

is followed.  

There are numerous community projects identified in the Neighbourhood Plan which the Parish Council 

will lead on and also monitor their implementation.  A copy of the Neighbourhood Plan is on the web-

site:  www.rackheathintothefuture.co.uk or available from the Parish Clerk, 

Rackheath Neighbourhood Plan Adopted 

Your Parish Council 

Members of the Parish Council from l to r: Fran Whymark, Emma Whymark, Rebekah Hughes, Tracy Buckley, 

Julie Hunt, Paula Lowe, Pippa Nurse, Sam Youngs and Brian Gardner (not present Simon Hunt) 

http://rackheathparishcouncil.norfolkparishes.gov.uk/
http://www.rackheathintothefuture.co.uk/

